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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

The Town Bank’s VISA® Check Card!

Use This “Check”
Worldwide, Anytime!

*A checking account relationship is required to apply for your Town Bank of
Westfield VISA® Check Card. **A service charge may be imposed if you use
your Town Bank of Westfield VISA® Check Card at ATMs other than The Town
Bank’s. Use at any ATM with the STAR®, MAC®, and PLUS® logos.

I N S U R E D

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

Say good-bye to check writing and carrying cash whenever
you’re away from home. The Town Bank’s new VISA®

Check Card* is like a check and an ATM card all in one—
but easier, safer and more convenient. Make purchases or
get the cash you need, anytime, anywhere. The amount of
your purchase is deducted directly from your Town Bank
checking account. No IDs required! No waiting for check
approvals! No monthly fees!

Your Town Bank VISA® Check Card offers:
• Worldwide access to your Town Bank checking 

account, wherever VISA® is accepted 

• Access to any ATM location worldwide**

You’ll always receive a receipt for easy record keeping and
every transaction will be detailed on your checking account
statement.

Stop in or call us to apply for yours!

Introducing

VISA CHECK CARD

JOHN Q. PUBLIC

02/05

The Town Bank
of Westfield

GOOD
THRU

4258 3070 8970 2567

4258

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim HelyW
DI�IOIA�BOYLE

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

C E RT I F I E D  T R I A L  L AW Y E R S *

EISMANHELY

“Keeping Families Connected Is Our Top Priority”
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and 1000 mobile-to-mobile minutes for life as long as
you remain on the original plan selected at activation

for just $39.99 monthly access.
Annual 1 or 2-year agreement required.  Calls placed outside calling area are 69 cents per minute
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Thanks to Justin Pregenzer
For Rescuing Dog In Distress

On Thursday, July 18, I witnessed
both an unbearable tragedy and re-
markable bravery.

I was walking my 4-year-old boxer,
Norton, on my block and stopped to
speak with a neighbor/friend in his
driveway. My dog sat quietly on his
leash, at my feet. Shortly thereafter, a
huge great Dane (recently profiled in
the Sunday Newark Star Ledger) came
down the block. He began to bark fero-

ciously, straining at his obviously in-
adequate leash. Within seconds his
brute strength allowed him to break
loose from his collar and leash and he
began to savagely attack my dog
Norton, still standing next to me.

As this 180 pound dog (his weight
was part of his aforementioned pro-

AT&T Grant Benefits Y’s
Summer Camps, Playground

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street, received a
Family Care Development Fund grant in
the amount of $40,000. The money was
used for materials for summer camps, as
well as to upgrade outdoor playground
matting on Ferris Place.

The Family Care Development Fund
is a joint project of AT&T, the Commu-
nications Workers of America (CWA)

and the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW). It was cre-
ated to increase and improve child and
elder care services available to AT&T
employees where they live and work.

The Westfield Y serves over 1,200
area children, ages 3 to 15, in its Sum-
mer Camp program. For more informa-
tion about the Y and its programs, call
(908) 233-2700.

file) ripped my dog open with furious
and deliberate savagery, I screamed
desperately for mercy and for help,
seemingly in vain, for who indeed
would inject themselves into so obvi-
ously a perilous situation for both a
dog and a human. Then, like a veri-
table superman, Justin Pregenzer ap-
peared.

This young man whose neighboring
family also owns a boxer, seeing and
hearing what was going on from across
the street, immediately put himself in
harms way and risked his own safety to
save Norton. He jumped on the great
Dane’s back and somehow wrestled
him off my dog; I do believe he saved
his life. Heroes have been in the news
a lot these past months, well, Justin
Pregenzer is my hero. I will be forever
grateful to him for his act of unselfish
bravery.

My dog is in bad shape, he spent four
nights in the hospital, needed 50
stitches, and was barely able to stand
up. Post-surgical complications have
landed him back in the hospital where
he underwent a second surgical proce-
dure. He is a pitiful and pathetic sight.
To say that my heart is broken doesn’t
begin to tell the story of how the last
two weeks or so have been like for me
and my family. But, as horrible and
extensive as his injuries are, Norton is
alive and we are hopeful that he will
recover to be the wonderful, loving
dog we all knew.

I want to publicly thank Justin
Pregenzer for his heroism and bravery,
and for his continued attempt to help
following this incident. An added
thank-you to the Pregenzer family for
raising such a fine young man.

I also want to thank all the doctors,
staff, and particularly Mikhail at
Westfield Veterinary Hospital for their
compassionate care of Norton.

Elyse Weber-Sacks
Westfield

Jennifer Pinto for The Leader/Times
RECOVERING…Norton, a 4-year-
old Boxer, poses with owner Elyse
Weber-Sacks (right) and neighbor/
hero Justin Pregenzer (left) at the
Westfield Veterinarian Hospital.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506 (973) 427-1848
Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Eves 'till 9 PM • SUNDAY 1-5

Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail and may not be based on actual sales.

SAPPHIRE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG.
520
640

1490
2250

SALE

$279
$349
$799
$1199

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG.
330
450

1110
1570

SALE

$179
$249
$599
$849

*SAVOY

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG.
830

1000
2240
3170

SALE

$439
$539

$1199
$1699

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SUGG.
240
360

SALE

$119
$189

*SATURN

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG.
970

1170
2580
3660

SALE

$539
$649
$1399
$1999

Experience the sublime comfort of a Shifman handmade mattress. Crafted entirely by hand,
every Ultra Premium set combines natural cotton upholstery, an exclusive hand-tufting
method and eight-way hand-tied boxsprings. Luxurious comfort, quality, and durability;

that's the Shifman heritage. Visit us now for another Shifman tradition: Savings.
Now that's a bedtime story with a happy ending!

LIMITED TIME ONLY
*applies to Ultra Premium sets only.

Receive a $50 gift card with Twin or Full size; receive a $75 gift card with Queen or King size.
Your gift card will be sent to you by Shifman Mattress Co. within 6-8 weeks after the date your mattress is delivered.

SAVE 35-50%
ON HANDCRAFTED SHIFMAN MATTRESSES

AND RECEIVE A FREE $50-$75 BORDERS® OR WALDENBOOKS® GIFT CARD*
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

Reader Calls For Completion
Of Central Avenue Initiatives

Two things are very noticeable when
traveling down Central Avenue towards
central Westfield these days. First, the
town continues to move forward with
sidewalk installation at and around the
North Ave. juncture. Hard work: great
job. Secondly, and disturbingly, the
promised new apartment buildings
seemed stalled. Very little activity has
occurred over the past 6-12 months and,
when there is activity, it is slow.

Throughout an extremely mild win-
ter and spring, and a very dry summer;
we’ve watched as the grass grows faster
than the construction moves ahead. What
are we to do? Unfortunately, as citi-
zens, there are few options open. Per-
haps the best thing that we can do is
support our public officials if, and when,
they decide that questions must be asked.
After all, public statements have indi-
cated that our town government is com-
mitted to improving that stretch of Cen-
tral Avenue. Indeed, the public con-
struction has been moving forward.
However, it is also the responsibility of
our public officials to monitor other
construction that directly affects the
public good.

Perhaps the fourth estate can also
assist in this process. I doubt that I’m
the only reader that is curious as to why
the project seems stalled. This appears
to be an excellent opportunity for a bit
of investigative reporting by The
Westfield Leader. Were there any con-
cessions or promises made to this de-
veloper? Was there an agreed upon time-
table for completion of the apartment/
retail complex? Is there a limit to how
long the lot can remain under develop-
ment? Was design approval involved
and, if so, who monitors adherence to
the agreed upon design?

This becomes extremely important

when it appears that the same developer
is before the Town Council regarding
development of the other side of Cen-
tral Avenue. A big chunk of the entrance
to Westfield is in the hands of this
developer. Our tax dollars have been
spent for sidewalk, road and related
improvements.

The Central Avenue rehabilitation is
a key town initiative for all of us. As
townspeople, we benefit greatly from
the charm, character and good con-
struction of many of our most public
areas. This prime opportunity to im-
prove this particular area should not be
allowed to simply drift along. I’m hope-
ful that our public leaders, both politi-
cal and journalistic, will realize an op-
portunity for leadership when they see
one!

Robin Fry
Westfield

Jennifer Pinto for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONSTRUCTION SLOWS...Apartment development at Central Avenue and
Cacciola Place in Westfield is pictured above last Tuesday with work remaining.

FW Republican Committee
To Hold Annual Picnic

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Re-
publican Campaign Committee 2002
announces its 7th Annual Family Picnic.

The Picnic is going to be held on
Sunday, August 18, 2002 at the home
of Ted and Jean Trumpp, 28 Arlene
Court, Fanwood, NJ.

The Picnic, which will run from 3
to 7 p.m. and costs $25 per person or

$40 per family, is to kick off the
Borough Council campaign to re-
elect Councilman Stu Kline, Coun-
cilman Dave Trumpp and to elect
Andy Calamaras.

Congressman Mike Ferguson, US
Senate Candidate Doug Forrester, and
Fanwood Council President Joel
Whitaker are among the invited guests.

WESTFIELD FOUNDATION TRUSTEES…Gerald Glasser, President of the
Westfield Foundation Board of Trustees, center, is pictured with new Trustee
Barbara Doyle Frantz and Thomas Phelan. Mr. Phelan is retiring from the
board after six years of service. According to Mr. Glasser, the Foundation has
provided over $3 million since its inception 27 years ago through more than 400
grants to non-profit agencies.

More Letters to the Editor

Administrator Seeks
To Clarify Confusion
Regarding Tax Bills
This letter is in response to a letter

from Dr. William J. Foley, Superinten-
dent of Schools, dated August 2, which
was addressed to The Westfield Leader
and forwarded to the Mayor’s office
via e-mail.

In 2001, the town included an ex-
planatory letter with the 2001-2002
tax bill, in order to provide informa-
tion to residents of Westfield about
where their tax dollars are actually
spent. A similar letter was sent out
with this year’s tax bills. All calcula-
tions are made from the average resi-
dence assessment, which was prelimi-
narily estimated at $180,000 by the
Tax Assessor’s Office.

Since the printing of the letter, how-
ever, and its inclusion with this year’s
tax bills, the actual average assess-
ment for 2002 has been calculated at
$176,100. Therefore, the final 2002
numbers are as follows:

The town’s increase to the average
assessed residence is $83 (6.7 per-
cent); the school board’s increase is
$495 (9.7 percent) and the county’s
increase is $187 (11.8 percent).

In addition, the 2002 Tax Allocation
pie chart remains the same. The town
keeps just 15.2 percent of the total
taxes collected, the school board re-
ceives 64.4 percent of the total taxes
collected and the county receives 20.4
percent of the total taxes collected.

The above numbers and percentages
are correct. The purpose of our letter
was to inform Westfielders as to how
their tax money was being spent. I
hope this clears up any confusion some
residents may have had.

James H. Gildea
Town Administrator

Are you a Subscriber?
You should be!

www.goleader.com


