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FIFTY CENTS

UNDERAGE DRINKING ORDINANCE DISCUSSION ON TAP NEXT MONTH

L and on Plainfield Ave. Eyed
For New Ballfieldsin Twp.

By FRED ROSS
Soecially Written for The Times

The push to secure more ballfields
in Scotch Plains got aboost on Mon-
day night when the Township Plan-
ning Board accepted thelocal Recre-
ation Commission’s plans for the
development of a tract of land on
Plainfield Avenue.

At the Township Council’s regular
meeting on Tuesday night, Council-
woman Paulette Coronato said the
board had unanimously backed the
plansafter what shetermed“ anexcel-
lent presentation” by recreation offi-
cias.

The land, which is near the Scotch

HillsCountry Club, will housealL.ittle
League baseball field and a soccer
field.

Mrs. Coronato, a member of the
board, said therewill beaparking lot
aswell asasmall building for equip-
ment storageand bathrooms. Itisalso
possible that, at some point in the
future, a concession stand could be
included.

“This is something that we sorely
need,” Mrs. Coronato said, especially
inthewake of the decision by Union
County last summer not to go forth
withleasingaportionof theAshbrook
Reservation to Scotch Plains for de-
velopment of several ballfields. She

expected that the Plainfield Avenue
siteshould beplayabl eby next spring.

In other business, the council also
voted to award abid for construction
of anew pro shop and other renova
tionsat Scotch Hills Country Club to
FTF Construction of Warren, which
submitted a bid of about $666,000.

TownshipManager ThomasAtkins
said the project, which besides the
new pro shopwill includerenovation
of the existing clubhouse and refur-
bishing the parking lot, will be com-
pleted next winter.

In addition, a bid for this year's
residential spring clean-up program

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mandatory Statewide Water Limits
|mposed On Region and County

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

OnMarch15, mandatory statewide
water restrictionswereannounced. A
drought has been declared asaresult
of more than ayearlong lack of rain,
whichhascreated depleted reservoirs
and caused a significant lowering of
groundwater tables.

Recent rainfall has not alleviated
the drought. According to authori-
ties, it has only been a drop in the
bucket in terms of what is needed to
bring conditions back to normal.

The information within this report
isasummary of thewater restrictions
and applies only to the New Jersey
Central and Coastal North drought
regions, including Middlesex,
Somerset and Union Counties, and
partsof Hunterdon, Mercer and Mor-
ris Counties. Refer to http://
www.njdrought.org for al details.
Other regions of the state are more
severely restricted.

Donna Gregory, a spokeswoman
for the Elizabethtown Water Com-
pany, headquartered in Westfield,
which provides water to most of this
region, told TheWestfield Leader and
TheTimesof Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that the public must consult with the
stateandlocal governmentsfor infor-
mation on the specifics of the water
restrictions.

She explained that the state gov-
ernment istheruling authority, and it
is posting updated information on its
website as conditions change. The
water company is distributing water
conservation kits to the public at
shopping malls throughout the area,
to assist with conservation. The kit
includes shower and toil et restriction
devices.

Thewater company and TheLeader
and The Times will distribute free
water conservationkitsat SpringFest
inWestfield this Sunday, April 28, in
front of the newspaper officeon EIm
Street.

The following information was
extracted from the state website:

At thistime, itisokay towater your
lawn if you live in Union County, but
you may only water your lawn every
other day. If your house number ends
in an even number, you may water
only on even numbered days. If your
house number ends in an odd nunm-
ber, you may water only on odd num-
bered days.

You may water a new lawn only if
you have a commercial landscaper
install thesod or seed. Thisappliesto
new lawns only. Overseeding (add-
ing seed to bare or thin spots) has
been done may not be watered. Once
a new lawn is installed, you may
water it only as follows:

You may water it only for the first
45 days after planting. You may wa-
ter only in the morning and evening,
between 6 and 9 a.m., and/or be-
tween 5 and 9 p.m. You may water
each part of the lawn for no more
than 45 minutes per day. If possible,
reseeding or resodding of existing
lawns should be put off until after the
drought is over.

Most lawns turn brown if not wa-
tered, not because they have died but
because the plants go dormant. This
enablestherootsto survivefor along
time, and the green color will be
quickly reestablished when water-
ing begins again.

Watering of athletic playing fields
at schools and parksis allowed, but
limits apply.

You may water flower and veg-
etablegardens. Youmaywater shrubs

©

and young trees. But, you must use
only a watering can or a hose that
does not leak and has a hand held
nozzle that shuts off automatically
when released.

In all cases, you must use as little
water as possible, no puddling or
runoff may occur, and you must not
water any paved area.

Golf courses can be watered, but
special restrictions apply.

You may top off a swimming pool
with water as necessary to make the
filtration system work. You may fill a

drained pool if it was drained prior
toMarch 11, 2002. You may fill a new
pool under construction. Pools may
be refilled once. You may drain and
refill a pool once for structural re-
pairs. Municipal pools may be
drained and refilled once if neces-
sary for healthy operations.

As applicable, individuals and
towns must obtain prior approval
from the local municipal water pur-
veyor beforerefillingpools. Therules
for swimming pools also apply to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Jennifer Pinto for The Times
CONSERVATION IS KEY ...Elizabethtown Water Company and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwoodwill begivingaway water conser vationkitstobeattachedtoyour
faucetsat theSpringFestinWestfidd on Sunday. Pictur ed, [efttoright, ar e Elizabethtownn
Water Company’ sDirector of Cor porateCommunications, DonnaGr egory, Presdent
of Elizabethtown Water Company, Andrew Chapman, and L auren Passof TheTimes.

SUDDEN STORM ...L ast Friday evening, treesand electricwir eswer edamaged thr oughout thear eaduetohigh windsfrom
thunder stor msastemper atur esdr opped from r ecor d highsin the90stonor mal 70s. Pictur ed, above, isafallen treein Fanwood
on Martine Avenue near Midway Avenue.

Board of Ed. Members Pay Tribute
To Sheldon, Simpson As They Retire

By JENNIFER PINTO
Soecially Written for The Times

Board of Educeation President Dr.
Sheldon and Board Vice President
JessicaSimpson, retired together after
both serving the community for 10
years since April 1992

Atlast Thursday’smeeting on April
18, the Board of Education spent two
hours honoring Dr. Sheldon and Mrs.
Simpson. Membersof thecommunity,
co-workers, and friends thanked both
board membersfor al of their timeand
hard work.

“1 would like to wish you well and
thank-youfor your servicetothecom-
munity,” stated Assemblywoman
Linda Stender.

“Your dedication and time is just
incredible, andfor that wethank you,”
said BOE member Pat Hoynes-
O’ Connor.

Letters were read honoring Dr.
Sheldonand Mrs. Simpson, giftswere
presented and dessert was served dur-
ingabrief intermissionafter twohours
of praise.

During the third and fina hour of
themeeting, theagendawasreviewed.

The language arts curriculum was
discussed through a power-point pre-
sentation, showing how the SP-F
school system planson implementing
more strategies for reading compre-
hension.

The BOE updated the public about
the construction of school buildings;
seven out of eight buildings will be
under construction from now through
the summer. All of the elementary
schools are presently under construc-
tion and the window project at the
high school will beginin afew weeks.

The BOE addressed the “Field of

Dreams” project. There will be
$600,000 going towards renovations
at Park Middle School and for addi-
tional fields.

L ettersto the board regarding bud-
get issues and teacher contracts were
mentioned.

An out of district placement for
autistic children was approved for the
remainder of the 2001 through 2002
school year. Children would move
from the High Road School in East
Brunswick to the Children’s Institute
inVerona

The board adjusted the cost of last
years renovation of the SP-F high
school auditorium from $257,265 to
$267,983.

The nonpublic textbook program
for 2002 through 2003 was approved

allowing the Union County Educa
tional Services Commission to handle
the purchasing and distribution of
nonpublic school textbooks, in turn,
theBoard of Education of SP-Fwill pay
a surcharge of 10 percent, covering
costs for administrating the program.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the job description of high
school assistant principle, theweek of
May 6 to May 10 was declared as
Teacher Appreciation Week and May
8 as National Teacher day.

Theboard &l so discussed acalendar
change for the 2002 through 2003
year, In order to better accommodate
familiesfor spring recess. No changes
were decided.

Thenext publicmeetingisat 8 p.m.
on Thursday, April 25.

Fanwood Budget Calls
For 4.14 Percent Hike
Over Last Tax Levy

By KIMBERLY MERZ
Soecially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
introduced its 2002 municipal bud-
get during aspecial meetingApril 17,
calling for a 4.14 percent increase
over last year's tax levy.

If adopted, borough residents can
expect to pay approximately $8.60 per
point, or an average increase of $54.

According to Mayor Louis Jung,
the municipality’s share represents
21 percent of residents’ tax bill. The

Garbage Disposal Remains Complex Situation
After Burners Experience Financial Challenges

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

How and where to dispose of the
millionsof tonsof garbage generated
by central New Jerseyansisacontro-
versial matter, with cost, jobs, envi-
ronmental and health concernsat the
heart of thisgrowing crisis. With the
prospect of much more trash from
New York City coming to Union
County, thecomplexity of theissueis
expected to grow.

Prior to a study commissioned in
the 1970s, there was no regulation
overseeing where rubbish was
dumped in New Jersey. Dozens of
legal and illegal landfills existed,
many located in the 2,508 acres of
Meadowlands wetlands, located off
of the New Jersey Turnpike in Ruth-
erford.

Viewed as an unusable breeding
ground for mosquitoes, the prevail-
ing thinking supported filling in the
wetlands with debris and ash. Many
hospitals, industrial sites and apart-
ment buildings had their own, un-
regulated incinerators, which were
not inspected for air quality or ash
disposal.

In 1968, the Meadowlands Com-
mission was created. A study of the
wetland areadetermined rubbishwas

eroding in an uncontrolled and un-
safe manner. The study concluded
that this was having a detrimental
effect on the surrounding land, air
and underground aguifers.

The study also concluded that in-
cinerator ash, being dumped in the
wetlands and at other landfill sites,
was often toxic, emitting noxious
fumes into New Jersey’s air, ground
and waterways.

Pressurefromenvironmentalistand
citizens groups resulted in the cre-
ation of the Clear Air Act of 1970,
which forced the shutdown of many
incinerators and precipitated the ne-
cessity of solid waste management
and regulation in New Jersey. It was
determined then by ajoint task force
that the best aternative to burying
therefuse was to burn it.

From the time public meetings
began in the mid-1980s, when the
idea of having incineratorsin 21 lo-
cations throughout New Jersey was
introduced, grassroots citizens orga-
nizations voiced strong opposition.

While many government officials
favored the incinerator concept, op-
position groups protested that the
incineratorswere a health risk, emit-
ting toxinsinto the air and creating a
disposal problem of hazardous ash.

Other objections focused on the
financial viability of incinerators, as
well as the political and financial
connectionsbetweentheparties, who
stood to profit the most from these
facilities.

Studieswereimplementedinmore
than a dozen counties, costing mil-
lions of dollarsin planning, consult-
ing and legal fees, to research and
plan for the construction of incinera-
tors. In the end, only five of the 21
incinerators ever made it off the
ground. One was constructed in
Rahway in 1996 and was operated by
the Union County UtilitiesAuthority
(UCUA).

Each incinerator was constructed
withanapproximatepricetag of $250
million, floated in bonds by the
county where it was located. The fi-
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nancial success of an incinerator’s
operation relied on a steady flow of
refuse to burn around the clock.

The Rahway incinerator’s capac-
ity was525,000tonsper year, or 1,440
per day, which was required in order
for the constantly burning, 2000 de-
gree fire to be economical.

These incinerators were con-
structed with the presumption that
each county could mandate that all
county refuse be contracted with the
incinerator. If all 21 municipalities
and all private haulers in Union
County were mandated to haul their
rubbish to the Rahway incinerator,
thefacility could operateintheblack,
and pay back the bond to the county
fromitsprofits.

With a contractual monopoly on
county garbage, theincinerator could
also chargewhat it needed toin order
to meet itsbond obligation and profit
margin.

In 1997, a Supreme Court case out
of New York State dealt alethal blow
to the economic viability of the New
Jersey incinerators. The caseruled it
was unconstitutional for the counties
to curtail free enterprise by mandat-
ing that private haulersmust contract

with a particular incinerator.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

local school district’ sportioncomprises
approximately 62 percent, with Union
County taking roughly 17 percent.

A public hearing on the budget is
dated for Monday, May 20.

With the general appropriations
totaling $6,163,772.30, most of the
borough’s increases are due to non-
discretionary expenses. Accordingto
Councilman Stuart Kline, Finance
Committee Chairman, this year's
mandatory expenditures include a
$46,585 increase over last year for
genera liability insurance.

“What we are getting from our gen-
erd liahility carrier isthat theindustry
asawholeismakingupfor,andrecoup-
ingfrom, 9-11, either intermsof losses
already paid out, or prospectiveclaims
risk profileschanging, asaresult of the
terrorist attacks,” Mr. Klinesaid.

He added that for the third straight
year, health insurance premiums for
borough employees have gone up
about 20to 25 percent, resultinginan
increase of $104,523.

In addition, sawer costs have in-
creased by $18,249; the hill from the
Westfield Regional Health Department
was raised by $6,781, and payment of
bond principles are going up $42,000
this year. In addition, the interest on
bonds is increasing by $36,316.50.

“We have control maybe over, I'd
say, about 10 to 20 percent of our bud-
Oet; everything elseismoreor lessnon-
discretionary. Out of our 5.8 million
dollar budget, about 50to 55 percent is
wages, and much of that, about 60to 70
percent,issubjecttocontracts. So, given
the congtraintsthat weface, | think we
have done a tremendous job over the
eight or nine meetings that we have
had, with limiting thisto a4.1 percent
increase,” Mr. Kline explained.

He said that it was the council’s
objective to keep the budget to a
modest increase, in line with the in-
flation rate of about 2 percent, “and
we're not that far off.”

“The 4.1 percent increaseisalittle
bit higher than | would like to see as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Traffic Calming Project Starts on Rahway
Avenue, Streetscapes Begun on Central Ave.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Soecially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Westfield residents
are, and will continue, to see many new
road construction projectsthisyear.

Constructionhasalready startedfor the
Rahway Avenue traffic-calming project
andthestreetscapesprojectindowntown
Westfieldissettostart on Central Avenue
onMonday, April 29.

TheRahway Avenueproject will cost
$240,000, but according to Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea, the project
may comeinunder that priceduetothe
scaling back of certain parts. Thetown
received a state grant for $210,000 to
help fund this projects. The project is
expectedtotakeapproximately six weeks
tocomplete.

It includes 100 feet across, threeinch
high, and six feet wide speed humpsin
front of Westfield High School and the
field house at Kehler Stadium. It aso
includesraisedintersectionsat DorianRoad
and GroveStreet and crosswalksthat will
berai sedthreeinchesat Willow Groveand
Clifton Streettoallow for better visibility
todriverscrestingthehill.

Therewill bebumpoutslocated at sev-

era locations. Thebumpoutsaresmilarto
thoseon SouthAvenueinPlainfield. There
will beathree-foot bump out on Rahway
AvenueacrossfromWillow GroveRoad
to prevent drivers from passing on the
right.

Bumpoutswill alsobelocated at M ax
Placeand Normandy Drive; Rahway Av-
enuewill be28feetwideinthesearess.

Therewill dsobelightsinthecrosswalk
at Kehler Stadium, althoughthelightswill
besimilar tothoseon East Broad Street at
Temple Emanu-El, it will have flashing
lightsinthecrosswa k and downthecenter
of theroad, allowingdriversbehindlarger
vehiclesbettervisibility.

Thebumpoutsand speed humpswill be
markedwithsignsandstripingtohighlight
theirvisibility.

According to Town Engineer Kenneth
Marsh, thisisconsidered thepilot project
andthetown couldseemoretrafficcaming
projectsinthefuture.

Rahway Avenueisthelongest unbroken
streetinWestfield, meaningthat it hasno
stopsignsor lights. Rahway hasa25-mile
anhour speedlimitfortheentire2.2miles.
Rahway isentirely amunicipal road, unlike
many othersin town, such asNorth and

SouthAvenues, whichbel ongtothecounty.
Overal0-year period, therehavebeen 344
automobileaccidentsand morethan 65 of
thosehadinjuries.

Theworstintersectionson Rahway for
accidentsareRahway and LambertsMill
Road, and Rahway and Shackamaxon,
with 13accidentswithinjurieseach, and
West Grove Street and Rahway, whichhas
had 10accidentswithinjuries, anaverage
of oneper year over thelast 10years.

TheWestfield Board of Educationand
BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and Kids
areEntitledto Safety) arein support of
thetraffic-calming project.

Thestreetscapesprojectsincludedeco-
rativeconcretesidewalks, colored asphalt
crosswal ks, andlandscapeimprovements
inthecentral businessdistrictaswell ason
Central Avenue between North Avenue
and CacciolaPlace. Thework settobegin
on Monday will take place on Central
Avenue.

Councilmanand Chairmanof thePublic
WorksCommitteeL avrenceGoldmanhas
stated that therewill beapublishedlist of
current and upcoming projects in The
Westfield Leader startinginthe Thursday,
May 2, edition.

Parents Protest WHS Open Lunch, Say Drug
Use, Sexual Activity, Drinking Take Place

By ROBERT COAKLEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- ThetwonewWestfidd
Boardof Educationmemberswereswvornin
Tuesday night. Themeeting dso hosted a
debatebetween studentsand parentsabout
the issue of how much freedom to give
teenagerswhensafety issuchaconcern.In
this case, the issue was the Open Lunch
policy at Westfield High School , whichal -
lowsjuniors and seniorsto take lunch off
campus. Theschool boardtook noactionon
the subject, but agreed that morein-depth
discussionshouldtakeplaceinthefuture.

Beforethemedtingstarted, AliceHunnicutt
andWilliamZiff weresworninasthenewest
members of the Westfield School Board.
They hadwoné ectionheldonApril 16.Mrs.
HunnicuttandMr. Ziff arenewtotheschool
board, whileMs. Gardner started her third
term.

Ms. Gardner wasre-€l ected aspresident
of theschool boardat themeeting,andAnne
Riegd wasre-electedasvice-president.

Themeeting wascrowded with parents
and students wishing to comment on the
“Open Lunch” policy a Westfield High
School. Superintendent of School sWilliam
Foley explained how theopen Lunch pro-
gramgtartedin1989, dlowingonly seniors
totakelunchoutsideof schoal.“In1991, the
junior classwasallowedtotakelunch off-
campusaswell,” Foley said. The students
have40minutestoest|unchoutsideof school
andthencomeback fortheir dasses. Accord-
ingtothespeskers, thestudentsusualy goto
downtownrestaurantsor delistoest.

Dr. Martha Kieczykowski presented a
petition with over 300 signatures to the
school board about theproblemandimpact
of theOpenLunchprogram. Thepetitionwas
circulatedonlylast Thursday, anddreedy had
astrong response. She explained how the
WHSOpenL unchpolicyisnotbeingprop-
erly enforced: thehighschool doorsarenot
watched, andstudentsof all gradesareleav-
ingschool premisesduringtheschool day.
Theylisted problemsof unsupervisedactivi-
tiesincludingdruguse, drinkingand sexua
activity.

“ Studentsareawarethat policiesarenot
enforced, weakening respect for schoals,
teachers and parents,” Dr. Kieczykowski

d.“Toomany of our childrenarebecoming
|r1vol vedindangerousandregrettableactivi-
ties”

Dr. Kieczykowski went on to say, “
stronglyenforced, rede‘inedpolic,yisneeded.”

Accordingtothe Problem Statementand

Actionitems’ thatwasgivenout, theOpen
Lunch policy should be limited to WHS
seniors, and the 22 points of ingress and
egressat thehigh school shouldbeclosely
monitoredthroughstudentidentification. Her
husband, GerardKieczykowski alsogpoke
atthemeetingabout how studentsabusethe
openlunchpoalicy.

Sean Wright, ajunior at WHS, saidthe
high school has one of the most rigorous
academicprogramsinthedtate Havinglunch
off school property atarestaurantisarelief,
hesaid.Also, drugabuseandsexual activity
areissuesthatarelimitedthat openlunchwill
notfix, Mr.Wrightsaid.Wright continuedto
statethat theWHScafeteriaiscrowded. He
asodescribedthequaity of thecafeteriafood
as"iffy” and said certain studentshavedi-
etary concernsor are vegetarians, and the
cafeteriadoesnot havefoodfor them.

TomDwyer, aparent, saidtheother par-
entsattended inginvolvedisvery
important. Changingthelunchpolicywill not
change the situation if students break the
rules, but you haveto start somewhere, he
said." Youhavetoclosethelittlewindow of
opportunity,” hesaid.

Mark Felder, another parent, saidthereis
morea handthanjustthei ssueof openlunch,
andthat cancloudtheissue. Butwhennoone
can control who leaves and arrives at the
school during school hours, thereisaprob-
lem. He said that enforcement has to be
sudied.

David Eisenberg, ahigh schoal junior,
sad95percent of thestudentsappreciatethe
openlunchpoalicy,andarejusttryingtouse
what libertiesthey have Thestudentshavea
vdidconcernwhenthey aregivenprivileges
andthenthoseprivilegesaretakenaway, he
sad.

Other students aso spoke for the open
lunchpoalicy.ChrisAldrigesaidjuniorswould
be given mixed messages about how the
school truststhemtochooseacol legebut not
spend40minutesoff campus ErinMcCldlan
saidapoll shouldbetakenof thejuniors and
seniors parents. WillieMasket said crowd-
inginthecafeteriawoul dgetworseoverthe
nextfewyears. CarolynHarvosaidtheopen
lunchpolicywouldbeeas ertoenforcewith
differentidentificationsfor juniorsand se-
niors.

Dr. Robert Petix, theprincipa of WHS,
saidthematter will gobeyondthemeeting,
and discussions will have to be held. An
intelligent study will havetobedonetoseeif
theopenlunchpolicyiseducationaly good
forthestudents, Dr. Petix said.
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Whentheschool boardmestingwentinto
privatesess on, theadultsandteenagersmet
outs detheadminigtrationbuildingtodiscuss
themeatter alittlebit more. Everyoneagreed
that the open lunch policy had to be better
enforced, andthat moreofficial discussion
was needed. Both sides agreed thereisa
legitimateconcernfromeveryoneinvolved.
At this time, it seems the matter will be
discussedat lengthduringtheJunemeseting
of theWestfield School Board, andnopolicy
changeswill start until September.

Alsoatthemesting, BusinessAdministra:
tor Robert Bermandi scussedthework around
the schools. There was an official
groundbreaking onApril 9, and work has
begunonthemg or areasof congtruction, Mr.
Bermansaid.

Thecafeteria, theguidanceandthegym
sorageexpansg onsweresettohaveconcrete
putdownthisweek. Thested forthecafeteria
issettobeerectedthisSaturday, andthebids
onthefieldhousewill gooutinnext Thursday's
Westfield Leader, hesaid.

Photo courtesy of USAF for The Times

USAF BAND CONCERT ...Theawar d-winning Herltageof AmericaBand, plctured above, from Langley Air Forcebase
inVirginiawill perform at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School auditorium on Wednesday, May 1, at 7 p.m. Theconcert

isfree and open to the public.

USAF Band Sets Performance
At Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The USAF
“Heritage of America’ Band from
Langley Air Force base in Virginia
under the leadership of USAF Major
Larry H. Lang will perform at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) auditorium on Wednesday,
May 1, at 7 p.m. The concert is free
and open to the public.

Major Eugene Pearson of the
NJ821st Air Force Junior Reserve
Officers Training Corps in Scotch
Plains, whose group sponsors the

concert, told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, “The last time we
were privileged to have a concert in
our area by this award winning band
was just after Hurricane Floyd. The
upcoming concert has special mean-
ing in light of the events of 11 Sep-
tember.”

Ticketsarerequired for admission
and can be obtained by mail or in
person at the SPFHS Main Office,
Attention Concert Tickets, SPFHS,
667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains,
07076. The number of ticketsislim-
ited to five maximum for groups.

Garbage Disposal in County
Remains Complex Situation

Fanwood Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
aresident, but nevertheless, | think in
view of the circumstance, | think we
achievedavery good budget thisyear,”
Councilman Kline continued.

Healso explained that new revenue
sources were identified, that did not
exist last year, such as parking on
South Avenue. He said the council
took a very conservative approach
and fine-tuned the revenue portion of
the budget, reflecting the new rev-
enues in this year's projection.

Mayor Jung said this alowed the
borough to maintain the current level
of services.

The entire council expressed sup-
port for the budget. However, Coun-
cilwomanKatherineMitchell saidshe
wasuncomfortablewiththeamount of
speculated surplus and hoped it
wouldn’t result in something being
eliminated or another increased tax
levy.
Chief Financial Officer Barbara
Brennan said Monday that the esti-
mated new revenuefromtheexpanded
South Avenue parking area totaled
$47,787, and was calculated by tak-
ing a percentage of the possible total
revenue, if thelot was full every day.

Council President Joel Whitaker

said the budget represented a very
good effort by the entire governing
body.
“Thisisthesort of year that areally
serious effort needed to be made,
becausewehad, andstill have, people
who arelaid off, peoplewho arelos-
ing jobs due to mergers — AT&T is
still making morerumblingsup there
on the hill. So, | think it's really
important to try and draw thisbudget
astlghtly aspossible,” Mr. Whitaker
said

Councilman Thomas Ryan, Jr. said
that sacrificeshadtobemadethisyear,
and it took an effort by all the council
members, “to make sure every penny
was squeezed out of the budget.”

The purchase of one of two police
vehicles, which was planned several
years ago, was postponed, as well as
some capital projects.

“1t’salwaysavery difficult balance.
We very easily could have gone more
conservatively and had a higher tax
increase” Mr. Ryan said.

Many haulers preferred to drive
their trucks just over the border into
Pennsylvania, where gate fees for
landfills were then less than $20 per
ton.

With landfill prices so competi-
tive, and the court ruling breaking up
the incinerators’ monopolies on
county garbage, the incinerators in
New Jersey were forced to lower their
gate rates to stay in business.

In 1998, the Rahway incinerator
lowered its gate rate to $50 per ton,
which enticed some haulers back to
New Jersey. The UCUA aso entered
into a 25-year lease agreement with a
private company, Ogden-Martin, to
operate the facility.

Not included in the Ogden-Mar-
tifflUCUA contract were nine Union
County towns that relied on private
garbage haulers. Among them were
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside. Some private haul-
ers have since re-established private
contracts with Ogden-Martin, which,
in 1999, changed its name to Covanta
Corporation. Corporate Communi-
cations spokesman Vincent Ragucci
described Covanta as a multi-national
corporation.

The Rahway incinerator is de-
scribed as a Waste-to-Energy Re-
source Recovery Plant, which con-
verts rubbish into electricity, which it
sells for profit.

Despite lowering their gate rates, dl
five incinerators in New Jersey, opera-
ing a only 50 to 75 percent capacity,
were unable to procure the necessary
amounts of rubbish from their counties
alone. To float their bonds and keep
from going under, they had to contract
outside their own counties to import
garbage from other municipalities.

Currently, Union County supplies
approximately half of the capacity to
the Rahway incinerator. The balance
comes from other counties.

About 30 percent of the charge for
private residential garbage collec-
tion covers the incinerator’'s gate rate
or tipping fee. Most of the private
haulers charge similar monthly fees,
ranging from $22 per month to $30
per month, depending on whether the
service is curbside or backyard
pickup.

Some towns, such as Westfield, do
not permit curbside placement of
cans, and prices for refuse collection
in Westfield reflect this extra cost.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood asked the UCUA to supply
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a breakdown of the county fees
charged to the municipalities for gar-
bage collection tipping fees and the
cost of the county’s contract with
Covanta. Because of the complexity
of the issue, the Union County Office
of Public Information said it would
provide that information later in the
week.

Covanta told The Times the fees it
charges for contracts to private haul-
ers were confidential, as well as the
number of private haulers that con-
tract with the corporation. It did ad-
mit its gate fee for non-contractual
haulers was $75 per ton.

Like severa other incinerator op-
erators, Covanta recently filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganiza-
tion, stating it was divesting itself of
less lucrative holdings that were
owned by Ogden-Martin, in order to
concentrate on the more profitable
business of waste management.

However, Kerry Blanchard of Con-
cerned Citizens of Union County
claimed this was not factua informa-
tion and a distortion of the financial
trouble the incinerator is realy under.

Ms. Blanchard claimed the incin-
erators are not financially viable and
areall going under, asking to be bailed
out by taxpayers.

There is currently a bill before the
State Assembly proposing to bail out
the failing New Jersey incinerators,
which will be explored in more detail
in the next article of this series.

SP Council
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was awarded to Midco Waste Sys-
tems, which submitted a bid of
$174,395, about $20,000 lower than
thecost of last year’sprogram, which
was also overseen by Midco.

Mayor MartinMarkssaidthedates
of the clean-up will be announced
Soon.

Next month, the council, in an ef-
fort to curb underage drinking, is
expected to introduce an ordinance
that would give the local police the
righttoenter aprivateresidencewhere
underagepersonsarein possession of
or consuming alcoholic beverages.

In response to a resident’s com-
ment to the council on Tuesday night
that enactment of such an ordinance
wouldbeamove*totally inthewrong
direction,” Mayor Marks, admitting
that the issue was a difficult one to
address, encouraged public input on
the matter.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Police Chief Marshall Nelson for-
mally promoted threemembersof the
force. Officer Joseph Zito was pro-
moted to Sergeant. Sergeant James
Rau was promoted to Lieutenant and
Sergeant William Schultz was pro-
moted to Lieutenant.

As part of the anticipated sale and
development of theso-called* Broad-
way” tract on the eastern edge of
Scotch Plains, the council approved
resol utionsappointingHoward Davis
aslegal counsel for representationon
contractual and environmental issues
and Susan Judgeasspecial legal coun-
sel for representation on other con-
tractual issues.

Last fal, the council passed an
ordinance changing the zoning des-
ignationfor thearea, whichislocated
between the Scotch Hills Country
Club and the Westfield border. Such
a change will permit the develop-
ment of detached single-family homes
intended to be an adult community.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion declaring Thursday, May 2, asa
Day of Prayer in Scotch Plains, the
week of May 5-11 asHunger Aware-
nessWeek and Thursday, April 25, as
Arbor Day in Scotch Plains.

The council’s next regular meeting
will beheld on Tuesday, May 14, when
the public hearing on the township
government’s2002 budget will beheld.

Mandatory Water Rules
|mposed Throughout State

outdoor hot tubs, spas and Jacuzzs.
Small “ kiddiepools’ areexempt from
the restrictions.

Youmay not washyour car at home.
Carsmay only bewashed at commer -
cial car washes. Commercial car
washes must comply with limits and
must conserve water.

Boats may only be washed at boat
dealerships, marinas, and commer-
cial boat/car wash businesses. Lim-
itsapply to how and when boats may
be washed at these businesses. You
may flush your own boat engine if
flushing is needed to remove salt
water, but you may not wash the
whole boat yourself.

Washing of pavement is not al-
lowed, except at restaurantsfor pub-
lic health reasons, as part of road
construction or repaving, and for
street sweeping if non-potable water
is used.

Opening of hydrants is a serious
problem during times of drought,
becauseit can wastegallonsof water
in a very short time. It can also be
dangerous because it can lower the
water pressure so that firefighters
can't fight fires effectively. The po-
lice can fine people who open hy-
drants. Repeat offenderscan even be
sent to jail.

Restrictions apply for those with
wells also. Your well may be lower
than you realize. The New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) has seen morethan
double the usual number of wells
going dry in recent months, as com-
pared withthe samemonthslast year.
Even if your well is doing okay, it is
fed by an underground aquifer that
extends for miles. When you pump
water out of that aquifer, you lower
water levels throughout the area, so
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you may be causing other wellsto go
dry, and contributing to lowering of
streams and rivers.

Thestateappliesrestrictionsbased
on conditions in each drought re-
gion, but local conditions can be
more severe due to localized rain
showers and a town’s existing water
supply system. So it isimportant that
you comply with the most stringent
requirementsthat applyinyour area.

Officialsof thetownsof Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside, plus the County of
Union, told TheLeader and TheTimes
that no additional local water use
restrictionshavebeenimposed at this
time. The public is advised to moni-
tor local television stations, websites
and the newspapers for updates on
water use restrictions.

David Williams of WilliamsNurs-
ery in Westfield told The Leader and
The Times that “a drought is not a
reasontogiveup ongardening. South-
ern California has been under a
drought for the past 40 years, and
gardening is still the number one
hobby there. Thereare many drought
tolerant plants that can be used and
new soil amendments that can be
added to the soil to increase water
retention. Mulching existing beds
will help protect existing plants.”

Randall Miller, general manager at
Parker Greenhouses Farm and Gar-
den Center in Scotch Plains, told The
Leader and The Times, “Avoid sprin-
kling the lawn. 1t will go dormant in
a drought and ‘regreen’ when rains
return. But, definitely deepwater your
deeply rootedtrees, shrubsand plants
every three days or so to keep them
healthy and to conserve water at the
sametime. Dead plantsareaproblem,
grass recovers quickly!” @





