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SULLIVAN, KANE, MANSFIELD SCORE FOR WESTFIELD

Hungry Hilltoppers Handle
Blue Devil Boy Laxers, 12-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Emotional readiness can make the
difference between winning and los-
ing. It may not have made the differ-
ence in the won-loss column but it
most likely played the major role in
the margin of victory when the Sum-
mit Hilltoppers – one of the top three

teams in the state – overwhelmed the
hosting Westfield High School boys’
lacrosse team, 12-3, on April 4.

“You have to be ready to play the
game. I don’t think we were ready
today,” stated Blue Devil Head Coach
Gerry Benaquista. “I don’t know
whether it was mentally or physically.
We weren’t prepared and it showed.”

The Hilltoppers were ranked No. 1
prior to a 4-2 loss to No. 3 Delbarton
and appeared definitely ready to play
when marching onto Westfield turf.
On the other hand, the Blue Devils
seemed not to be as hungry, as the
Hilltoppers were swarming around

and scooping up the vast majority of
the ground balls.

To get “ground balls, it’s hustle,
it’s heart. If you want to be out there,
you want to get that ground ball,”
emphasized Benaquista.

Taking advantage of a young Blue
Devil defense, the Hilltoppers rippled
the net within the first two minutes
when Max Tcheyan scored from just
five yards out. This was to become an
omen of the “trial by fire” that Blue
Devil junior goalie Dan Kotch was to
experience as the Hilltoppers added
five more in the quarter to take a 6-0

D’ANNUNZIO RIPS 2-RUN SINGLE, BAUMWOLL DOUBLES

Panthers Score 4 in 6th, Top
Raider Diamond Boys, 7-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some questions about the strength
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team’s pitching were
answered when junior Steve
Pietrucha tossed five effective in-
nings against a powerful

Bridgewater-Raritan nine in Scotch
Plains on April 5. Although the Pan-
thers scored four runs in the top of
the sixth inning to defeat the Raid-
ers, 7-3, Pietrucha showed plenty of
zip and endurance in his 90-pitch
performance.

“He did a great job for us. I don’t
think he deserved what he got,” said
Raider Head Coach Brian Homm of
Petrucha. “It was a close game and
Bridgewater is a very good team. It’s
a senior dominated team.”

Both teams managed only six hits
each but Raider freshman shortstop

Chris D’Annunzio had two of those
hits, one a two-run single over the
centerfielder’s head to spark a three-
run second inning. His second hit
was a leadoff single to center. In all
three of his plate appearances, he
proved that he was not shy by swing-

ing at the first pitch.
“He’s earned a starting spot on the

varsity. He hits the ball, he keeps his
eye on the ball and he does a good job
defensively. He’s aggressive at the
plate,” Homm pointed out.

In the second inning, Raider des-
ignated hitter Chris Zidonik drew a
leadoff walk. Second baseman Jeff
Hensal legged out an infield single
and centerfielder Kyle Adams beat
out a scribbler to short, loading the
bases. D’Annunzio stepped to the
plate and changed the direction of
the first pitch to deep center, scoring
Zidonik and Hensal. Leftfielder Dave
Baumwoll sliced an RBI double to
right to give the Raiders a 3-0 lead.

The Panthers pressured Pietrucha
in the fourth when Chris Helman led
off with a hopping single to left and
Matt McCarthy looped a one-out
single to right. Pietrucha struck out
the next batter but walked the next to
load the bases.

With the bases loaded, Pietrucha
walked in the first run, then Rob
Kiser tapped a slow chopper on the
shortstop side near second base. One
run scored. D’Annunzio grabbed the
ball but had to make a quick shovel
toss to Hensal covering second but
the ball eluded the glove. Another
runner crossed the plate to knot the
score, 3-3.

Pietrucha recovered and shut down
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Time To Start Your
Spring Gardening...
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1325 Terrill Road • SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ  •  (908) 322-5555

Complete Nursery • Greenhouses • Landscaping • Silk Plants • Custom Design Services
Regular Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 7am-5pm, Sun. 9am-5pm (Extended spring hours start April 18th)

Parker Greenhouses Farm & Garden Center

Also Visit Us At: www.parkerplants.com
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landscape
Come meet the Parker Designers
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See thousands of landscape plants & garden
accessories
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RAIDER WRESTLING CAMP 2002

GRADES 3 - 8

Sponsored by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood P.A.L.

Camp Director: Dave Bello, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Head Wrestling Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Gymnasium.

June 24-28 (9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.)

PROGRAM: Each day will consist of proper warm-up, instruc-
tion, drilling, games and live wrestling.  Wrestlers will be paired
by weight and ability level. 

FEE:  $95.00 per person (includes instruction, camp T-shirt,
wrestling syllabus, pizza party on Friday, camp champ awards,
insurance).
To register, and for information, contact Dave Bello 908-889-8600

Enroll early, space is limited.   e mail: dbello2d@aol.com  

The goal of the Raider Wrestling Camp is to provide young wrestlers
with a fun and exciting wrestling experience.

SHEPPARD GETS SHUTOUT, FREDA, DANN RAP RBI

Highlander Softballers Jolt
Blue Devils in, 2-0, Thriller

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two teams refusing to lose, usually
results in one walking off a little
disappointed. That’s what happened
in a thriller, as the Governor
Livingston High School softball
team, defeated host Westfield, 2-0,
on April 14.
Senior pitcher Lindsey Sheppard was
cool on the mound as she chilled the
Blue Devils with two strikeouts and
hurled a three-hit shutout. Addition-
ally, timely hitting by sophomore
Katie Freda, who rapped an RBI
single in the second inning gave the
Highlanders a 1-0 lead. Senior
catcher, Lindsay Dann slashed a RBI
single in the sixth inning to make it
2-0 and put the Highlanders in the
driver’s seat for good and the vic-
tory.
“We played very good defense,”
noted Highlander Coach Rick
Iocono. “Lindsey pitched a wonder-
ful game, making most of the plays
look routine. We were very competi-
tive in spots, but I felt we had some
opportunities that we let get away
from us. It’s something that we got to
work on and get away from. We’re
not aggressive enough at the plate
and we are allowing the pitcher to
control the count instead of the bat-
ter.”
A strong and most effective pitching
performance by Blue Devil Caitlin
McDonald, who struck out nine and
walked four merely came un-re-
warded, as the Blue Devil bats con-
tinuously struck towards the await-
ing gloves of Highlander defenders.
“They’re a real good team,” noted
McDonald. “I couldn’t throw the
ball as hard as I wanted to due to the
cold weather, but you know, she was

working under the same conditions.
I wondered about some of the calls in
the field, but you have to work with
the umpires. They’re playing the
game too, so, a call is a call. As far as
the hitting was concerned, I felt we
made really good contact, and I be-
lieve, eventually, we are going to
find the holes for base hits.”
From the onset, situations were very

tense. The Lady Highlanders took a
1-0 lead in the top of the second
when right fielder Kerri Moore
reached first on a walk. Blue Devil
McDonald responded with a strikeout
but Moore retaliated with a stolen
base. An errant throw into the out-
field placed Moore on third. An ag-
gressive Freda stepped to the plate

SOFKA GOES 4-FOR-4 WITH SIX RBI

Westfield Nine Bulldoze
Bulldog B’ballers, 16-6

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It wasn’t exactly perfect playing
conditions, but it didn’t seem to
matter for the Westfield Blue Devils
baseball team. On April 3, just be-
fore the rain came pouring down, the
Blue Devils defeated the Malcolm
X. Shabazz Bulldogs at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, 16-6.

The Blue Devils began their scor-
ing barrage early, reaching home
plate five times in the first inning.
Senior Brett Picaro, the leadoff hitter
for Westfield, worked Shabazz
pitcher Jorge Fortier late in the count,
seeing eight pitches before finally
recording a base on balls. Picaro
later scored on a bunt single by se-
nior Jim McKeon, who scored after
senior Mike Sofka nailed an RBI
bloop infield single.

The Blue Devils’ morale was lifted
even higher after senior Blair
Richardson, the number six hitter in
the lineup, rocked a 380-foot, two-
run bomb over the fence in left-
center. “I’m definitely happy to help

the team out,” Richardson said.
Although Westfield knocked in five

base runners in the first, Fortier
pitched decently, striking out two
batters and only giving up three
earned runs.

The Blue Devils kept the bom-
bardment going, increasing the lead
to 9-0 after two full innings. Sofka
recorded his second RBI of the game
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DODGING THE SNOWFLAKES...Highlander Kerri Moore, right, dodges
snowflakes as she scores a run. Blue Devil catcher Tara Dowling follows the play.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIELDING A PERFECT BUNT...Raider catcher Andrew Pavoni fields a
perfect bunt by Panther Matt McCarthy and attempts to make the play.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWARMING FOR THE GROUND BALLS...The No. 1 ranked Summit Hilltoppers out-hustled the Blue Devil lacrosse
boys and managed to get to ground balls not only first but en masse. Their hustle earned the Hilltoppers a 12-3 victory
over Westfield.


