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Optimists Set Deadline For
Teacher Award Nominations
The Optimist Club of Westfield

has announced that the deadline for
receipt of nominations for the fifth
annual Intermediate School Out-
standing Teacher Award is Monday,
April 15. Two intermediate school
teachers, one from Edison and one
from Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools, will be chosen to receive
the award on May 8. Nominations
should specify ways in which the
teacher has demonstrated outstand-
ing teaching, interest in children and
continued pursuit of professional
growth.

The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools in grades 6 through 8 for a
minimum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination let-
ters to: Outstanding Teacher Award
Committee of the Optimist Club of
Westfield, Mr. Howard Trickey, Presi-
dent, 803 Dorian Road, Westfield,
NJ 07090.

According to Dr. William Foley,
superintendent of schools, “The Out-
standing Teacher Award gives de-
serving credit to our intermediate
school teachers who are dedicated to
providing an educationally stimulat-
ing and supporting environment dur-
ing the critical stage of adolescence.”

The recipients of the first Out-
standing Teacher Award in 1998 were

retiring Social Studies teacher, Frank
Nolde, of Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Robert Sanders, Special
Education teacher at Edison Inter-
mediate School. The 1999 award
winners were Walter Buda, Social
Studies teacher/supervisor at Edison
and Roosevelt; and Lynne Gerber,
Spanish teacher at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School.

The winners in 2000 were Thomas
Reynolds, Industrial Arts/Technol-
ogy at Roosevelt and David Shapiro,
Instrumental Music teacher at Edison.
Last year, Wendy Masteller of
Roosevelt and Nancy Rygiel of
Edison received the distinguished
award.

The Optimist award joins other
annual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the
Rotary Club’s Philhower Fellowship
presented to an elementary teacher
and the following awards created for
Westfield High School staff: The
Robert and Linda Foose Memorial
Award for Excellence in Education,
the Distinguished Teacher Award and
the Westfield High School Parent-
Teacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.

Poster Contest Offered
To Teach Youngsters
About Environment

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Environmental Commission
delivered hundreds of forms April 1
to all elementary schools in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district for
children to use in the commission’s
third annual Poster Contest.

The poster contest was created to
promote environmental awareness for
children in the community. This year,
the contest will ask participants to
design a postage stamp in celebra-
tion of Earth Day.

Children in kindergarten through
fifth grade are invited to take part in
the contest.

Awards for the Earth Day 2002
Contest will be given in two catego-
ries: kindergarten through second,
and third through fifth grades. There
will be a first prize of $50, second
prize of $25 and third prize of $15.
Winners will be notified by mail.

Entry forms may also be picked up
at Fleet Bank, located at 336 Park
Avenue. For more information, please
call Cathy Budzinski, Environmen-
tal Commission Secretary, at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 243.
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Jim Hely

SP-F BOE Candidate Dyckman
Asks Voters to Vote Yes on April 16

On April 16, taxpayers in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will vote on the
2002-2003 school budget, a
$52,040,113 spending plan,
$47,830,375 of which would be
funded by local taxes.

It’s a tough time to be asking
homeowners to ante up, on average,
an additional $334 in taxes for
Fanwood and $354 for Scotch Plains.
That’s why it is important to under-
stand where the money goes: sala-
ries; benefits; student services (in-
cluding special education); custo-
dial/maintenance; transportation; and
other expenses, namely, supplies and

materials for the classroom. The debt
service piece of this budget
($1,980,847) includes the first pay-
ments on bonds sold to fund con-
struction/renovation projects at all
eight schools.

As voters overwhelmingly ap-
proved the bond referendum in De-
cember 2000, our taxes will go up to
make these payments. On average,
this accounts for $159 of Fanwood’s
$334 increase, and $108 of Scotch
Plains’ $354 increase.

Where spending increases occur
in the operating budget, they prima-
rily reflect contractual obligations,
materials’ purchases necessitated by
increasing enrollment, and the
planned extension of certain pro-
grams such as world languages. Staff-
ing increases are confined mainly to
the middle schools to accommodate
the fifth grade move, though two
new staff members are slated for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Few will argue that New Jersey’s
heavy reliance on property taxes to fund
public schools has become, for many,
unbearably burdensome. A movement
is afoot to hold a constitutional conven-
tion to discuss alternative funding.

I would expect our board of educa-
tion to play an active role in discus-
sions on this issue.

For now, it is my hope that voters
will, once again, say “Yes” to quality
education and approve the operating
budget on April 16.

You are cordially invited to attend
A Spring Concert of Lively Symphonic Music

Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea
with

Priest-Conductor
Rev. Alphonse Stephenson
Saturday, April 20th, 2002

 8:00 p.m.

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
140 MOUNTAIN AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ

General Admission $25
Seniors $20

Students under 18 $10
Patron, preferred seating $60

Tickets available at these local Outlets:
Country Squire Men’s Shop - Raritan Rd., Clark

Michelle’s Hallmark - Union Avenue North, Cranford
Irma’s Hallmark - Martine Ave. South, Fanwood
Shawn’s West Mountain Auto Ctr., Mountainside

Nuts ‘n Plenty - Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
Lancaster Limited - Elm Street, Westfield

St Helen’s RC Church - Rahway Ave, Westfield

For tickets by mail, Call: (908) 233-2042

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Commentary...WHS Parking
Remember the old saying, “when I was your age I had to walk to school

up hill both ways?” Granted that for a child living at the end of Lawrence
Avenue, that’s actually true. Driving to school is a privilege, not a right.
We all live in an instant gratification society, and kids want to be able to
roll out of bed five minutes before class, hop in their cars and be there.
There is discussion of a survey to find out what the students will do to
get parking, wouldn’t it be easier to walk?

The safety of the students is the Board Of Education and the Town’s
top priority. The question that remains is if the parking situation was safe
before the construction, or just an accident waiting to happen. Cars were
parked up both sides of Trinity Place and students are and were crossing
Rahway Avenue at any given time.

A school board member stated concern that the proposed lot at the back
of the Westfield Armory would be too far for the kids to walk (it’s seven
tenths of a mile), but the BOE doesn’t have the funding for it. Some
neighbors are okay with parking in front of their homes and others aren’t.
Now there is discussion of kids being allowed to park at Edison
Intermediate School, which would be ideal for those who are going to
Kehler Stadium after school.

Juniors and Seniors that leave for lunch are driving into town and only
furthering the parking problems in the center. They have enough time to
walk into town and back, but they don’t.

The bottom line is, this shouldn’t be top priority. Kids should be
walking to school if they live less than a mile from it. Handing them
parking that they want won’t help prepare them for life, and the fresh air
they would get on the walk would be good for them.

F-SP Committee Plans
Memorial Day Parade
The plans for the 2002 Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade
are now under way. This year’s Pa-
rade will be held on Monday, May 27.
Memorial Day pays tribute to Ameri-
can military personnel of all wars
who made the ultimate sacrifice by
giving their lives for their country.

The Parade has a rich tradition of
excellent support from the people of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. All civic,
school and community organizations
are invited to participate in the Parade
to honor America’s fallen heroes.

The theme for this year’s Parade is
“America The Beautiful, The Bold,
The Brave”. Trophies will be awarded
to those entries which best depict
this theme.

If you are interested in participat-
ing in the Parade, please contact Toni
Rollis of the Memorial Day Parade
Committee at the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building at (908) 322-6700,
Extension 314.

The Committee looks forward to
the support of the community in pro-
viding the best parade ever.
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For more information, call Barbara Callahan at Coldwell Banker.


