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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

The Law Offices of

Authors of the Automobile Litigation, UM and
UIM Chapters of the ICLE Practical Skills Series
CIvil Trial Preparation Textbook 2001 Edition

Specializing In
PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION
“From the Trial Court, to the Supreme Court.”

JON M. BRAMNICK

JON M. BRAMNICK

Former New Jersey Supreme Court Law Clerk
Civil Appeals and Appellate Brief Writing

JOHN C. RODRIGUEZ
Workers Compensation

STEPHANIE ANN MITTERHOFF

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

GARY J. GRABAS
Formerly of Purcell, Ries, Shannon, Mulcahy & O’Neill

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322 - 7000
Fax: (908) 322-6997

jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

FREE PHONE with
any new activation
with carrying case,
car charger and
headset.

132 East Broad St.
Westfield,  N.J. 07090

(908) 789 - 5302
Mon - Wed, Fri: 9 a.m. -  6 p.m.

Thurs: 9 a.m. -  8 p.m.

Winter Sale
20% Off All Accessories

Sat: 10 a.m. -  6 p.m.

Free Nationwide
Long Distance

Included!

Atlantic Health System’s Overlook Hospital is a major clinical affiliate of the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey – New Jersey Medical School.

99 Beauvoir Avenue
Summit, NJ

NEW JERSEY’S FIRST
PET/CT SCAN PROVIDES

ANSWERS, FASTER.

WHEN IT’S CANCER,
“WAIT AND SEE”

ISN’T WHAT YOU WANT
TO HEAR.

Now, at Atlantic Health System’s Overlook Hospital,

there’s an advanced new tool in the fight against cancer.

Doctors can locate and diagnose cancer faster and more

accurately than ever before. That’s because Overlook is

the first hospital in New Jersey to use the GE Discovery

LS – a breakthrough technology that combines today’s

most sophisticated Positron Emission Tomography (PET)

with Computed Tomography (CT).

Now, in a single non-invasive examination, Atlantic 

physicians can answer the most critical questions – 

in as little as one hour. Where is the tumor? How large 

is it? Is it spreading? What are my best options? Is my 

therapy working?

No more multiple tests. Less waiting. Shorter exams.

Fewer surgeries or biopsies. No more “wait and see.” 

It’s the knowledge you get faster. And it’s here first, close 

to home.

For more information or a physician referral, please 

call 1-800-AHS-9580 or visit our website at

www.AtlanticHealth.org.

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Adult Dance held on Saturdays will
teach several dances to adults, such as
Salsa, Meringue, Hustle, Swing and
the Cha-Cha. The fee is $70 per couple
or $45 per person.

Punjabi Weaving, a type of knit-
ting/crocheting, will be geared to ma-
ture adults. Classes are Mondays and
the cost is $35 for residents and $40 for
non-residents.

Tennis Ladders will be formed de-
pending upon registrations for men’s,
women’s, singles, doubles and seniors.
There is a $5 registration fee.

Additional Children’s Programs are
a basic skills Gymnastics Class for chil-
dren ages 3 to 6, Ballet Class for 3 year
olds, followed by a Dance Combo Class
for 4 and 5 year olds, which teaches
jazz, ballet and tap. Also included is a
cheering class for ages 4 to 6.

Another program will be taught by
USPTA certified Tennis Pro, Sandra
Miller. This program is on Saturday
April 6 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at
Kramer Manor Park.

Baltimore, Md. Bus trip: Trip is
scheduled for Saturday, April 13. The
bus will leave from the Municipal
Building at 8 a.m. and will return ap-
proximately at 9 p.m. The cost is $65
per person.

Women’s Softball Teams are being
arranged for the spring season. If any-
one is interested in participating, please
contact Yvette Easley at (908) 654-
7131. Games will be played week-
nights at 6 p.m. on township fields.

Overnight Vacation Trips are spon-
sored by Scotch Plains, Mountainside
and New Providence Recreation De-
partments. The trips are as follows:
Montauk, LI, April 13 and 14,
Gettysburg, Pa. August 17 to 20 and
Pigeon Forge, Tenn. September 28 to
October 4. For further details, contact
the Recreation office at (908) 322-
6700 ext. 221.

Scotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation Events

Battle of the Bands will be held on
Saturday April 27 on the Village Green
beginning at 7 p.m. There will be
several music groups from Scotch
Plains/Fanwood High School compet-
ing for the chance to win a spot to
perform at a summer concert this year.

Softball Officials: Girls third through
eighth grades are needed for the spring
season. Games are played on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.

Scotch Hills Golf Course: The Scotch
Hills Golf Course is now accepting mem-
bership applications. If interested, please
go to the recreation department to fill out
a membership form.

Westfield Tenants Organization Conduct
First Informational Meeting at Town Hall

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The first meeting of the Westfield
Area Tenant’s Organization (WATO)
was held in the courthouse of the
Municipal Building on Tuesday, April
9. Organizing Vice President of the
New Jersey Tenant’s Organization
(NJTO), Mitchell Kahn, discussed
issues pertaining to landlord/tenant
relationships and the advantages of
joining a tenant’s organization, such
as the WATO. Approximately ten
tenants were in attendance at the
meeting.

WATO was chartered under the
state-wide NJTO last month and was
organized by East Broad Street ten-
ants Barbara Anderson and Beatrice
Montorossa in response to problems
they have been encountering in their
East Broad Street apartment build-
ings with their landlord, Arthur Potyk
of Soset Realty and his building
manager, Anthony Schilling, of Re-
location Realty.

Mr. Kahn explained to the audi-
ence how forming a tenant’s organi-
zation would give tenants leverage
in reasonable negotiations with their
landlords. He said that it was usually
preferable to attempt to negotiate a
compromise before engaging in
costly legal options.

Mr. Kahn also discussed the im-
portance of joining a tenant’s organi-
zation in order to have more leverage
with landlords, as well as municipal
and State officials.

“Large numbers of tenants have
more power as a united voting block
than individually,” Mr. Kahn stated.
By voting for pro-tenant candidates,
both on the state and municipal lev-
els, tenants could elect politicians
who bring about legislation and ordi-
nances that were beneficial to their
concerns.

“The landlords have lobbyists cre-

ating laws in Trenton to their advan-
tage. If the legislators never hear
from you, they can’t represent your
interests,” Mr. Kahn said.

He also said that by joining the
local branch of the NJTO, tenants
would learn how to mobilize munici-
pal resources to their advantage, such
as petitioning the Town Council to
enact ordinances to protect their rights.

Other topics covered by Mr. Kahn
included: rent control, unconscio-
nable rent increases, retaliation for
organizing, code violations, court
remedies, renovations and evictions.

Mr. Kahn emphasized that tenants
needed to educate themselves about
their rights, legal options and rem-
edies, which joining the local WATO
would assist them with. “You have to
know how to play the game,” Mr.
Kahn stated.

He also answered questions about
tenants’ specific concerns and prob-
lems relating to their particular situ-
ations and remedies they could imple-
ment. Tenants from both the Duncan
Hill Apartment Complex and East
Broad Street attended the meeting.
Several tenants from both complexes
are being threatened with eviction
proceedings, rent hikes and a variety
of other disputes with their respec-
tive landlords.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Westfield Leader that the
Housing Committee is keeping on
top of the ongoing code violations at
the East Broad Street buildings. The
Landlord has been issued fines and
penalties for not meeting code com-
pliance by the required abatement
date. However, Mr. Gildea pointed
out that other than inspecting the
apartments and enforcing code com-
pliance, the Building Department and
Municipal Officials could do little
else in the way of resolving the other
disputes between the landlord and

tenants who reside there.
Mrs. Anderson claimed that when

she requested a re-inspection of the
buildings to insure code compliance,
the Director of the Building Depart-
ment, Frank Hirsch wrote her a letter
stating that his Department did not
want to get involved in the landlord/
tenant dispute and Mr. Gildea de-
fended Mr. Hirsch’s response to Mrs.
Anderson.

“Mr. Gildea had a copy of my
request, which pertained only to code
violations,” said Mrs. Anderson. “I
was asking the Building Department
to do their job and understand the
difference between the code viola-
tions and the other disputes,” Mrs.
Anderson added.

Jubb Corbett, President of the Board
of Health in Westfield also attended
the meeting. Mr. Corbett sits on the
Westfield Housing Committee,
formed by councilman Carl Salisbury
to address the problems at East Broad
Street. Mr. Salisbury told The Westfield
Leader that the conditions at the East
Broad Street buildings were unac-
ceptable and he brought the situation
to the attention of the Mayor and
Town Administrator.

Mr. Corbett agreed that the Build-
ing Department “really dropped the
ball” on enforcing code compliance
for the tenants on East Broad Street.
However, he also explained that the
town could only be involved in cer-
tain aspects of the problems in these
buildings.

While town officials and the Build-
ing Department could enforce code
compliance, Mr. Corbett pointed out
that unethical and questionable busi-
ness practices, such as unconscio-
nable evictions and rent hikes would
have to be addressed in the court
system.

When asked if town officials were
concerned about the way in which
the tenants at both of these apart-
ments were being treated by their
landlords, and the questionable busi-
ness tactics of the building manager
at East Broad Street, Mr. Corbett
replied, “It is certainly not the type
of reputation that Westfield wants,

but you can not legislate morality.”
He added that he has polled many of
the residential and commercial ten-
ants in the neighborhood and also
discovered that many of these ten-
ants had problems dealing with Mr.
Schilling.

Membership in the WATO is open
to residents of both Westfield and the
surrounding towns for a $10 yearly
membership fee. Members are eli-
gible for legal guidance from the
NJTO, based in Hackensack. NJTO
has been organizing local branches
in Northern and Central New Jersey
for over 30 years and has been instru-
mental in enacting legislation to pro-
tect tenants’ rights. Anyone request-
ing more information can email the
local branch of the WATO at:
WATO07090@netscape.net or call
the NJTO at: (201) 342-3775.

Mr. Kean Appointed
To Panel Planning

Revolution Celebration
TRENTON — Assemblyman Tho-

mas H. Kean, Jr. has been appointed
by New Jersey State Assembly
Speaker Albio Sires to serve on the
225th Anniversary of the American
Revolution Celebration Commission.
The commission is designed to plan,
promote, and coordinate the com-
memorative programs and activities
sponsored by state agencies.

Assemblyman Kean said, “It is
also important that New Jersey plan
a fitting observance on September 3,
2008 to commemorate the signing of
the Treaty of Paris, which formally
ended the Revolutionary War.”

“Hundreds of Revolutionary War
battles and skirmishes were fought
in New Jersey between 1775 and
1783, including the Battles of Short
Hills, Springfield, Westfield and
Bound Brook,” the Assemblyman
stated.

Assemblyman Kean is one of four
members of the State Legislature
appointed to serve on the commis-
sion, as well as nine members of the
public appointed by the Governor.


