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Diction Deception

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sophrosyne – The quality of being

wise; common sense
2. Panification – Breadmaking
3. Anadrom – A marine fish that as-

cends rivers to spawn
4. Coble – A small fishing boat with a

flat bottom

GASKIN
1. A miserly old man
2. A diamond merchant
3. The part of a clam or mussel which

contains the internal organs
4. The upper part of the hind leg of a

horse
UROMELUS

1. A monster fetus with the legs fused
and having one foot

2. A land crab
3. A grotesque looking person; a troll
4. A large pole used to motivate a raft

down a stream
GLOPPEN

1. An old work horse
2. To terrify or astonish
3. To trip or stumble
4. An Eskimo medicine man

DAIRI
1. The palace of the emperor of Japan
2. A guide or person who shows sight-

seers the features of a palace
3. A large Asiatic flying squirrel
4. Pain in the bladder
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Overprotective Parent Needs
To Let Son Enjoy Childhood

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother Encouraged to Seek
‘Traditional’ Form of Therapy

These are the questions I was unable
to answer during the summer:

To the mother who has been told by
her husband and friends that she is too
protective of her 3-year-old son when
she hovers over him instead of letting
him play with his peers, overdresses
him when the weather turns cloudy,
limits his play-dates because he “tires”
too quickly, and doesn’t permit him to
play ball (of any kind) because the
ball might hit him in the face:

Overprotection can be as emotion-
ally crippling as anything else. It is
destructive because it creates inse-
curity in a child too cautious and
hesitant, fearful, at times to initiate,
assert or take risks. Let your son play
ball and enjoy his peers and child-
hood. Remember, a secure child-
hood usually is the foundation for a
secure adulthood.

To the father who is asked by his
son, to accept the son’s homosexual-
ity:

I know this is difficult for you as it
would be for most parents. You state
that this will prevent you from being
a grandparent. However, there are
two considerations here. First, your
son, like any child, has the right to
make a decision about parenthood
whenever he is faced with the option.
Secondly, gay families do have chil-
dren through adoption and other
means. So please don’t reject your
son; do not feel that you have lost a
son. Please see a clinician to help
you through these difficult moments.

To the office worker who has a
strong attraction to her employee and
feels she may me in love with him:

Be careful. Your attention seems
to focus on his physical looks and
fantasies you have about the two of
you. You say nothing about his reac-
tion to you. At the same time, you
write that your marriage has not been
too happy lately: poor communica-
tion, poor sex, a great deal of dis-
agreements. It appears that instead
of attempting to resolve the marital
issues, you have become obsessed
with your employer and feel he will
fulfill many of your needs (yet there
is nothing in reality to support this).
I strongly recommend you try to
work out the relationship with your
husband, and if that doesn’t work, I
suggest marital counseling. Fanta-
sies are based on wishes and beliefs,
and they usually burst like balloons!

To the senior citizen who feels
alone in her assisted living residence
and doesn’t know how to tell three
children to visit and show respect
and care:

You have a choice. Say nothing
and remain depressed and alone, or:
Tell each child you miss him/her and
would like to see the child on a
regular basis. And look into your
son/daughter’s eyes when saying this:

Write a letter expressing your feel-
ings; invite all three in and express
your desire to have them visit more
often. Tell them you feel alone and
abandoned. Will they feel guilty? So
what? If the relationships have been
satisfying through the years, it is
appropriate to verbalize one’s ex-
pectations. Good luck.

And finally, to the father who feels
it is quite appropriate to slap a child
on his butt or face as the most effec-
tive way to have a child obey and
listen to him:

I totally disapprove, in particular,
of hitting a child in the face; that is
abuse and can possibly do physical
damage. I know your father did it to
you, but that does not make it right. I
recommend several other disciplin-
ary approaches, which when utilized
in a consistent, non-hostile way, can
be effective: take away something the
child likes, i.e. TV viewing, a com-
puter game, a play-date. No phone
use; no friend visiting the house. No
dessert after dinner. Increased chores.
Decrease in allowance. Most of all,
try to talk to the child regarding the
reason for disciplining and permit the
child to express his/her feelings. In all
of the above, set up a time frame and
don’t say, “it’s forever and ever.” It is
also helpful if you do not name call;
deal with the specific incident and
don’t use the occasion to rip the child’s
ego.

Letters to the Editor

The Polls, The Press And The Parties…
Is Schundler Buried As Silly Season Starts?
It’s showtime! “Silly Season,” the main event of

the New Jersey political scene, is officially under-
way. The campaign rhetoric will be intense from now
until November.

But, is it all over in the race to be elected Governor
of New Jersey? With the polls, the press and the
parties seemingly already decided; will the act of
voting just be perfunctory? One would think that
there’s a battle still to be fought, as the Governorship
is the state’s most prized power possession.

At this juncture, Woodbridge Mayor, Democrat
James McGreevey has matters well organized, and
he enjoys a sound lead in the polls over former Mayor
of Jersey City, Bret Schundler. Mayor McGreevey
has the money, and he has the endorsements of most
of the insider stakeholders. Party bosses, labor and
teachers’ unions, government employees, police-
men, firemen and professional brokers are comfort-
able that it will be business as usual after the last
hanging chad is counted.

Mayor McGreevey also has the press on his side,
being viewed as a moderate liberal. His opponent,
Mr. Schundler, has been painted into a corner as one
of extreme views.

Mayor McGreevey has worked tirelessly for this
moment since narrowly losing in the last election
four years ago to then Governor Christine Todd
Whitman. Mayor McGreevey appears to be just two
months away from becoming Governor of New
Jersey, the most powerful person in the state.

In contrast, Mr. Schundler has spurned the Repub-
lican Party power structure by opposing Acting
Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains in
the Primary Election. In the bizarre events that
unfolded this spring with Mr. DiFrancesco pulling
out of the race and being replaced by surrogate Bob
Franks, Mr. Schundler somehow was a magician and
won the Republican Primary.

But going against the party power structure in New
Jersey can be fatal for a politician, Democrats and
Republicans alike. Former Fanwood Mayor, Demo-
crat Maryanne S. Connelly tried it last year when she

bumped off party choice, Union County Manager
Michael J. Lapolla, in the Democratic Primary elec-
tion for Congress. In the General Election that fol-
lowed, Mrs. Connelly, in her losing effort, could not
get local party support. In another instance, former
Freeholder, Democrat Donald Goncalves of Eliza-
beth, attempted some independent thinking. Mr.
Goncalves is now just a memory from the political
archives.

Republican candidates for other offices in the state
are concerned that a close alliance to Mr. Schundler
may hurt their re-election chances. The polls may
have them on the run. For them, it could be every man
for himself. If the perception created by the polls
persists, Republicans won’t spend good money after
bad. Will they quietly give up on Mr. Schundler as
they did with Mr. Franks when he faced seemingly
insurmountable odds in the United States Senate race
against the unlimited funds of now Senator Jon
Corzine of Summit? As the Governorship of New
Jersey may be the biggest political prize up for grabs
this year in the country, we ponder what the national
Republican Party leadership will do.

Westfield High School graduate and All-State foot-
ball star, Mr. Schundler, seems to require a magician
to pull off this election. The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains - Fanwood posed this ques-
tion to the Schundler family in Westfield. Jeff
Schundler, brother of Bret and Republican candidate
for Union County Freeholder, replied by providing a
family photograph from 1962. Please see page 5.
Both Jeff and Bret Schundler seem to need this
magic.

Campaigning for public office in New Jersey may
be one of the most difficult things a person can do.
The public owes their attention to the candidates
during this crucial season. Try to get answers to
issues critical to you such as education, property
taxes, the Trash Train and other sweetheart deals, the
environment, special interests, jobs, traffic and urban
sprawl. Use your best judgment. Vote, of course –
then hope things work out.

Mayor Marks Explains Background Behind Project
To Build Ballfields In Section Of Ashbrook Reservation

I would like to take the opportunity to
give the public a sense of history that led
up to the county’s recent denial of the
Ashbrook ball field project.

In 1999, then Scotch Plains Mayor
Geri Samuel approached the Board of
Freeholders and worked out a tentative
lease agreement of approximately 20
acres of the Ashbrook property that would
ultimately be used as four new ball fields
for the youth of Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
and other area communities.

The Board of Freeholders unanimously
approved a resolution of intent for the
agreement and asked Scotch Plains to do
some preliminary environmental and
engineering investigations to make cer-
tain that there would be no overwhelm-
ing detrimental consequences to the
project.

We engaged a firm that is well known
and respected by both Scotch Plains and
Union County to do this preliminary
work and gave them strict instructions
that if any significant negative impact
was found during their studies, then their
work should cease immediately, so as
not to waste taxpayer dollars.

The firm worked closely with the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) in the field meet-
ings to discuss, in particular, buffering
of surrounding wetlands.

They also discussed the potential of
endangered species in the area. There
had been a sighting of a wooded box

turtle; however, this happened some 25
years ago in an area hundreds of yards
away from the site. During this time, the
issue of historical significance for the
site was raised. It was curious that this
came up now, since this site has been
used as an unauthorized dumping ground,
dirt bike trail, and paint ball field for
years.

Why wasn’t the historical significance
shared and celebrated with the public
prior to this point in time? Draw your
own conclusions here. In any event, the
NJDEP, the environmental oversight
entity for the state, appeared to be satis-
fied with our preliminary investigations
and field layout. Scotch Plains officials
signed the permit for the NJDEP late last
year and then met with officials for the
county in January to update them and get
their signature on the permit.

This was the first inkling that this
project was in trouble, as the subject of
tree removal was now raised. Concerns
about storm water runoff were also dis-
cussed. We would have hoped that all
parties concerned would have been some-
what familiar with the site, and would
have realized that trees would have to
come down to make way for the ball
fields.

If it was thought that this would be the
silver bullet that killed the project, then
the county’s resolution of intent should
never have been passed, and Scotch
Plains’ taxpayers would not have in-

vested over $100,000 in preliminary
environmental and engineering work.

By the way, the report that 2,000
mature trees would have to be removed
for the project is exaggerated, as much
of the vegetation is scrub and brush, and
we were quite willing to scale the project
back so that an acceptable number of
trees could be removed and still have a
couple of ball fields constructed.

Also, engineering calculations indi-
cated no storm water runoff for off-site
areas. The state’s Site Improvement Stan-
dards dictate that green grassy fields
would actually hold at least as much
water on site as the scrub, brush, and
treed condition that now exists. To date,
no one has come forward with a scien-
tific, professional report that contradicts
the findings of the firm we engaged two
years ago.

The real losers here are the children of
Scotch Plains who need and deserve
additional ball fields. They have fallen
victim to environmental extremists who
won the ear of the powers that be.

In Scotch Plains, we realize that pre-
serving pristine areas contributes to the
quality of life of our residents. We also
know that providing recreational facili-
ties for our young and young at heart
contributes to that quality of life as well.

Our Recreation Commission has thor-
oughly investigated every square inch of
township property that could serve as a
ball field. In many cases, topography

and/or wetlands constraints
preclude ball field construc-
tion. Outside environmental
groups, in their fight to kill the
Ashbrook project, have irre-
sponsibly portrayed that these
constrained sites are somehow
not being used to their poten-
tial.

In spite of this setback,
Scotch Plains will persevere.
We already have at least two
new ball fields planned for the
Plainfield Avenue site next to
our Department of Public
Works. Other sites are being
considered, and we’ll be turn-
ing back to the Union County
Board of Freeholders and their
Open Space Trust Fund for
help in acquiring land and then
developing the ball fields we
need. We hope that our inter-
action will have a happier end-
ing.

Martin L. Marks, Mayor
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Building Girls Complex at Kehler Stadium
Provides Safe, Accessible Locker Rooms

Scotch Plains Will Miss Dedication
And Responsiveness of Fred Webb

The Township of Scotch Plains suf-
fered a painful loss with the sudden
passing of Fred Webb, Planning Board
Vice Chairman, on August 2. He was an
outstanding example of a dedicated and
responsible citizen who unselfishly vol-
unteered many years of service for the
betterment of Scotch Plains.

Before serving with Fred on the Plan-
ning Board, I met him years ago at a
training seminar for Union County mu-
nicipal board members. He was still
attending such programs as recently as
this past spring. Fred never felt that his
experience negated the need to learn
more. On the board he was a good lis-
tener, adept at questions and always fair
in his decisions.

Fred also was a personable man, ready
with a smile and a good word. It will
make his absence ever more difficult.

Earlier this year, Scotch Plains lost
another valued leader, Assemblyman
Alan Augustine - who, while Scotch
Plains mayor, appointed me to the Plan-
ning Board. Losing a man of his dedica-
tion to Scotch Plains and the State of
New Jersey is an enormous loss.

He was a man of high integrity who
made a difference by tackling the issues
affecting people. He, too, was an ap-
proachable man of good nature.

It is impossible to duplicate the warm,
personal qualities of both Fred Webb
and Alan Augustine. Hopefully, how-
ever, their principles and sense of dedi-
cation will not be lost, but endure as
models for those who accept the respon-
sibilities of a public position.

Joseph E. Doyle
Scotch Plains

County Appears to Be Covering Up
Reasons for Producing Tax Bills Late
Your August 30 issue quotes “sources”

as saying “the county and the state were
not at fault for the delay” in mailing tax
bills and (again quoting “sources”) “the
delay was due to the municipalities sub-
mitting their figures late to the county.”

That’s just not so. Here are the facts:
1. By statute, tax bills are supposed to

be mailed on or before June 14.
2. Fanwood’s council adopted the fi-

nal budget in early April, about two
months before the tax bills were to be
mailed.

3. Because the state didn’t adopt its
budget in a timely manner, municipali-
ties didn’t have their Statements of Aid
used to offset taxes. This statement must
appear on the face of the tax bills.

So you could conclude that the state
was the cause of late tax bills.

But that’s only part of the story. De-
spite the late state aid figures, Monmouth
County was able to get its tax statements
out in time for the usual deadline of
August 1 to apply. Why could Monmouth
County do the job — and why couldn’t
Union County?

The answer is simple: The State of
New Jersey suspended the county’s MOD
IV license.

The MOD IV system is used for input
by the tax assessor and collector and
affects or sets up subdivisions, assess-
ments, ownership, taxes, bank informa-
tion, mailing addresses, etc., all of which
is compiled by the county and used to
print tax bills. It also is used to print the
Assessors Field Book, the Collectors

Tax Duplicate and the Extended Tax
Duplicate.

The state didn’t reinstate the county’s
authority to produce tax bills until some-
time in July. By then, it was too late to
get the tax bills mailed in time for the
normal August 1 payment deadline to
apply.

Why did the state suspend Union
County’s authority to handle tax bills? I
don’t know. But since “sources” are
pointing to the municipalities — and
since county officials apparently are hid-
ing from your reporter — one can only
assume there was some sort of serious
problem the county is covering up.

If the county is covering up a serious
problem, that wouldn’t be a surprise to
any local official. In the last five years,
the county has never produced tax bills
in time for them to be mailed on or
before the statutory deadline of June 14.
Nor has the county once — not once —
met the deadline to produce the Tax
Duplicate for the tax collectors by Janu-
ary 10.

The county’s failure to produce tax
bills on time has cost the towns about
one week’s worth of interest income on
tax deposits. That interest income helps
hold down property taxes. So it’s likely
that — thanks to Union County’s appar-
ent failure to do its job — taxes will be
higher next year than would otherwise
be necessary.

Joel Whitaker,
President

Fanwood Borough Council

In his recent letter to the Editor, Mr.
Coukos, a resident of Rahway Avenue,
raised the issue of safety regarding the
placement of the Westfield High School
Girls Athletic Facility at Kehler Sta-
dium.

Mr. Coukos would prefer the facility
to be built on the property of Edison
Intermediate School.

The decision on the location of the
facility, which will serve as a locker/
training area for the girls, was thor-
oughly researched. A Citizens Advisory
Committee recommended placing the
facility next to the existing field house
that is currently utilized by male ath-
letes. It will be within the gated area of
the stadium, providing safety and secu-
rity.

The female athletes perform their track
and field events, practices and meetings
within the stadium, where their new
field house will be located. Our athletic
trainer works at this site, providing reha-
bilitation and training to our male ath-
letes, and will have easy access to the
girls’ field house.

The new field house is designed to
complement the existing building. Fa-
cilities such as the athletic training room,

located in the existing field house, and a
weight training room in the proposed
building, are to be available to all of the
student athletes. A building on the Edison
School side of Rahway Avenue would
increase the number of students walking
across the street.

The stadium is on the same side of the
street as Westfield High School and can
be walked to by students without the
need to cross Rahway Avenue.

Westfield High School Principal Rob-
ert Petix referred to the proposed site at
Kehler Stadium as “in the best interests
of our students and taxpayers.”

Athletic Director Ed Tranchina also
supports the Kehler Stadium location.
“Our coaches and female athletes are
already at the Stadium for practices and
games. It makes sense to locate their
locker room where they congregate,” he
wrote in a recent memo.

A traffic study of Rahway Avenue by
the town and participated in by school
administration calls for speed bumps to
be placed on the street near the stadium
to slow down traffic in the area.

Architects and engineers further rec-
ommended the construction of the girls’
facility within the stadium complex. The
conceptual drawings and site location
have been presented, reviewed and ap-
proved by the Westfield Planning Board
and the State Department of Education
and by the voters of Westfield.

Mr. Coukos suggests placing the girls’
field house across the street from Kehler
Stadium, on the Edison School property.
Placing the facility at Edison School
does not increase our costs, but it does
mean that approximately 100 female
athletes who participate in track and
field and cross-country would have to
cross Rahway Avenue to get to the track.
This was explained to Mr. Coukos when
we met him, when we toured the facility
with him to look for alternative sites and
when we raised it again at a public board
meeting.

What seems to be forgotten is that for
many years, because of a lack of locker
room space and an increase in women’s
sports, our female athletes have been
forced to change in a hodgepodge of
facilities around the district. Construct-
ing the facility at Kehler Stadium pro-
vides an accessible and safe locker room
area for our female athletes.

Dr. William J. Foley,
Superintendent

Westfield Public Schools

Girl Scout Seeks Books
For Needy Children

Children at the St. Clare’s House in
Elizabeth do not have the benefit of
having a library to take out books
whenever they want. I am addressing
that need for my Girl Scout Gold
Award project. I hope to collect a
selection of books for children so they
can have the benefit of reading and
learning to read.

I will also get some 9-year-old chil-
dren to read their favorite book on cas-
sette so that some of the older children
that have trouble with reading will be
able to listen to the words and follow
along with it while they read.

It will benefit the young children that
are HIV positive at St. Clare’s. Dona-
tions are greatly needed. Books for chil-
dren between the ages of 2 and 9 are
requested, as is wood in order to build
bookcases for storage.

It is really unfair for any child not to
have access to books because it is such a
necessity for learning, especially at these
young ages.

Anyone that wishes to donate some-
thing, or for more information, please
contact tennisgrrl12@hotmail.com

Amanda Wilhelm
Westfield

Another Letter
on Page 5




