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SCOTCH PLAINS – FANWOOD

Fanwood Council Postpones Ordinance
 For Board’s Review of Redevelopment Plan

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The debut of an ordinance di-
recting the Fanwood Planning
Board to review a controversial re-
development plan for a block of
downtown property has been de-
layed by the Borough Council, to
enable officials to further study
certain aspects of the document.

Originally scheduled for intro-
duction at tonight’s regular council
meeting, the ordinance is now slated
for its first reading on Wednesday,
November 7, Mayor Louis C. Jung
told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood yesterday morning.

The redevelopment plan targets
a 6.5-acre spread, comprised of 24
individual tax lots, which is bor-
dered by South, Martine and
LaGrande Avenues and by Second
Street. Four of the lots make up the
long-vacant Dean Oil site at
LaGrande and Second.

Representing a diversity of com-
mercial uses, including retail, of-
fice, warehouse and light industry,
the parcel is considered key to the
economic vitality of the borough’s
business district.

Governing body members, who
in June approved designation of
the block as an area in need of
redevelopment, maintain the plan

will give the borough greater con-
trol over how the land is developed,
by allowing specific guidelines to
be set forth in the text. The plan
will supersede Fanwood’s zoning
ordinance.

However, property owners and
retail tenants have expressed fears
that the plan will lead to lots being
condemned by the borough under
the right of eminent domain, if the
municipal government believes re-
development efforts by the current
owners have been ineffective.

While confirming the plan would
“reaffirm the right of a municipal-
ity to take a property, to exercise its
right of eminent domain” if it serves
a public purpose, Borough Attor-
ney Wilfred P. Coronato noted last
week there are “currently no plans
to condemn any properties.”

During the council’s October 3
agenda session, officials again em-
phasized that the plan is not a docu-
ment written in stone and can be
amended even after it has been
adopted. Mayor Jung described the
plan as “a work in progress.”

Mayor Jung said introduction of
the ordinance was postponed so
members of the governing body
could further review sections of the
plan related to density and building
height, noting officials are looking

to cut the number of building floors
permitted in the plan from four
back to three.

Any recommendations made by
the Planning Board during its 45-
day review will subsequently be
considered by the council and, if
approved by the governing body,
will be incorporated into the rede-
velopment plan prior to its adop-
tion.

The plan was crafted by profes-
sional planner Richard Preiss,
whose real estate consultant firm
performed studies of the downtown
in 2000 and again earlier this year.

The first study focused on the
best improvement options for
Fanwood’s downtown, while the
second was to determine if the block
met criteria for designation as an
area in need of redevelopment in
accordance with New Jersey’s Lo-
cal Redevelopment and Housing
Law.

In an overview of the latter study
that he presented before the Plan-
ning Board in May, Mr. Preiss re-
vealed that all but seven of the 24
lots on the block met at least one of
the state’s criteria.

Such criteria includes buildings
that have fallen into disrepair or
are no longer used; properties which
have remained unimproved for a

decade and are unlikely to be de-
veloped via private capital and lots
that reflect an increasing or total
lack of proper utilization, among
other factors.

Although he said some lots were
in fairly good condition, such as
those occupied by retailers along
Martine Avenue, Mr. Preiss recom-
mended the entire block be desig-
nated as an area in need of redevel-
opment, saying this would benefit
the site as a whole.

The Planning Board supported
Mr. Preiss’ assessment, voting 8-1
after the presentation in favor of
recommending that the council
designate the block as being in
need of redevelopment.

On September 25, Mr. Preiss pre-
sented a draft of the plan to the
governing body at a special public
meeting that was attended by some
30 people, after which officials
sought some minor changes to the
document. The revised text was
submitted by Mr. Preiss to the coun-
cil last Friday.

Members of the public will have
additional opportunity to give in-
put during hearings on the plan,
which will be held by the Plan-
ning Board and the Borough
Council before the document is
adopted.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Zoning Change Paves Way
For Broadway Redevelopment

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil has approved a zoning ordinance
that will take the so-called “Broad-
way Redevelopment” project a step
further towards fruition.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday
night, the council voted 4-0 to pass
the ordinance that changes the zon-
ing designation for the area between
the Scotch Hills Country Club on
Jerusalem Road and the border with
Westfield to R-3B Residence Zone,
a move that would permit the devel-
opment of detached single-family
homes and recreational facilities in-
tended to be an adult community
limited to those 55 years of age and
older.

The council acted after a public
hearing that lasted more than an hour
and focused on concerns that new
homeowners in the Broadway devel-
opment would be negatively affected
by noise from several adjoining in-
dustrial properties.

Dan Bernstein, an attorney repre-
senting two families that own indus-
trial yards housing heavy construc-

tion equipment and trucks, said his
clients were worried about the new
properties that would abut the yards.

He asked the council to ensure that
an adequate buffer area be placed
between the residences and the in-
dustrial yards in order to prevent
what he seemed to think would be
inevitable homeowner lawsuits pro-
testing the early morning noise of the
equipment being started and driven
away.

Mr. Bernstein complained about a
clause in the proposed ordinance
calling for “sufficient” landscape
plantings between the industrial prop-
erties and the residences, saying the
term was too vague and could permit
developers to place an inadequate
buffer zone in the area. He asked for
a minimum buffer zone of 25 feet, a
request that Township Attorney Dou-
glas W. Hansen said would “kill the
project” by eliminating as many as
six properties from the developer’s
plans.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, objecting
to putting a specific requirement into
the ordinance, told Mr. Bernstein
that the Township Planning Board
may eventually include a 25-foot
requirement before it approves site
plan applications and other permits
in the future.

If the board does take that step and
the developer balks, the project will
not go forward, the Mayor said. But,
such a requirement would, in the
end, be up to the Planning Board to

decide.
In a nod to Mr. Bernstein’s con-

cerns, the council did approve a
slightly amended ordinance that calls
for “substantial” landscape plantings,
rather than “sufficient,” between the
industrial yards and adjoining prop-
erties.

Earlier in its meeting, the council
approved a resolution authorizing
the submission of a funding proposal
to Union County for improvements
at Park Middle School that will in-
crease the number of fields currently
available for soccer, baseball and
softball and will also improve cur-
rent facilities.

The grants are being made avail-
able under Union County’s new Field
of Dreams Program to expand parks
and ballfields.

“This is the first in a series of
announcements before year’s end
regarding an aggressive plan to ex-
pand parks and recreation,” said
Councilman Frank P. Rossi. “It’s just
part of a longer-term plan.”

Mr. Rossi said the council was
hurrying its grant application be-
cause county municipalities have
until the beginning of November to
apply. He said he expects a favorable
response from the county next month.

At the start of its meeting, the
council formally saluted members of
the local fire and rescue squads for
their efforts during and after the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks on the

Red Cross Urges Families Impacted by WTC
Disaster to Accept Assistance From Agency

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A number of services offered by the
American Red Cross are available to
families and loved ones of the victims
of the attacks on the World Trade
Center last month, and the organiza-
tion is urging those individuals to take
advantage of the assistance.

There has been some hesitation on
the part of victims’ families, explained
Toni Hansen, Media Relations Direc-
tor with the Red Cross in New York,
primarily because “it was such a trau-
matic event. It took people a while to
get back on their feet and get help.”

She told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that the Red Cross
can help those who lost loved ones in
the September 11 tragedies as well
as those who were directly affected
by the attacks, including those who
lost their jobs.

“The Red Cross is there to help all
people who’ve been affected by this
disaster,” said Mrs. Hansen, Scotch
Plains resident and the wife of Scotch
Plains Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen.

There are several locations offer-
ing assistance. Locally, there is the
Tri-County Chapter of the American
Red Cross, which encompasses much
of Union County, and is located at
322 West Front Street in Plainfield.

The Family Assistance Center, lo-
cated in Liberty State Park in Jersey
City, is available for those who have
lost someone in the twin towers.

Among the services provided by
the Red Cross are monetary assis-
tance for those unable to pay rent due
to job loss or displacement; mental
health counseling; and food, cloth-
ing or medicine for those unable to
gain access to apartments or offices
in Lower Manhattan.

“There were people who were run-
ning from the disaster,” Mrs. Hansen
said, “and fell and broke their glasses,
and now they need a replacement pair.”

In the first three weeks after the
attacks, the Red Cross raised $269
million and made nearly $9.7 million
in emergency gifts to 669 families.

The organization served nearly five
million meals in the New York area
with help from almost 30,000 volun-

teers. There is a central telephone
number, 866-GET-INFO, that pro-
vides round-the-clock assistance re-
garding counseling services, safety

and security issues, information for
families of missing persons, refer-
rals to local Red Cross chapters and
other services.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
THIS ONE WILL DO…Among a small field of pumpkins at Parker Green-
houses, this youngster seems to have selected the perfect pumpkin for his harvest
display.

David B. Corbin for The Times
TAKING COMMAND…Lieutenant William W. Sheppard, Public Affairs Officer for the New Jersey Naval Militia Joint
Command, New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, calls important military officials from the offices
of The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Lieutenant Sheppard has been helping The Leader and
The Times in the organization of a talk show with Rear Admiral Timothy Beard 3rd, commander of the Naval Militia Joint
Command. Admiral Beard is a former resident of Westfield. The show will air on Westfield TV-36.
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Joe Suliga, Ron Frigerio at Odds on Whether
Milt Campbell Has Settled Tax Dispute

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

District 22 State Senate candidates,
Democrat Joseph S. Suliga and Re-
publican Milt Campbell, ripped each
other this week on whether Mr.
Campbell has repaid back taxes from
earnings in the years 1996 and 1997.

News articles published in the
Home News and Courier News in
September reported that Mr.
Campbell owed $13,823.77 in taxes,
resulting in a tax lien being placed on
his property, 1132 St. Marks Avenue
in Plainfield, by the Office of the
Union County Clerk in August of
this year.

Parts of two stories are included in
campaign literature put out by Sen-
ate Democratic Majority 2001, a
group representing Democrat Sen-
ate candidates’ efforts to regain the

state Senate majority.
The Campbell campaign was

quoted in the articles as saying the
lien and any unpaid taxes is a private
matter between Mr. Campbell and
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).

Mr. Suliga’s piece reads as fol-
lows: “Republican Milt Campbell
wants to represent taxpayers in the
State Senate…but he hasn’t paid al-
most $14,000 in taxes and owes an
IRS tax lien for two years!”

On the other side of the literature
it states, “We work hard. We pay our
taxes. We deserve a State Senator
who pays his taxes, too.”

The campaign literature drew a
strong response from Republican
officials. They say the literature in-
volves a tax dispute Mr. Campbell is
allegedly having with the IRS, an
issue they say has been resolved.

Mr. Campbell’s Campaign Man-
ager, Keith Grandberry, told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Tuesday afternoon that the candi-
date has settled the matter since the
news stories appeared.

“Everything is clear and now he
(Mr. Campbell) is ready to move
forward,” said Mr. Grandberry. “He
is totally clear of any obligation to
the IRS.”

Mr. Suliga said yesterday that was
not true. He said as of 12:30 p.m.
yesterday, October 10, the lien was
still outstanding.

“This has not been settled. I don’t
what they are pretending,” he stated.

When reached at deadline, Deputy
County Clerk Alan J. Falcone said he
could not release that information
over the telephone.

Assemblyman Suliga charged that

either Mr. Campbell’s spokesman was
lying or that the candidate repaid the
lien only after the press reported the
story.

Ron Frigerio, Chairman of the
Union County Republican Commit-
tee, has called for an apology from
Mr. Suliga.

“Assemblyman Joe Suliga’s attack
on Milt Campbell during a time when
everyone else in the nation is calling
for unity is shameful. (Mr.) Suliga
should apologize,” Mr. Frigerio said
a statement released from Republi-
can headquarters in Westfield.

“The facts are that Milt Campbell
had a private dispute with the IRS,
has paid his taxes and settled the
matter. (Mr.) Suliga and the Demo-
crats never bothered to find that out.
Instead, they have tried to use the
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

“ELECTION PREVIEW 2001”
On Thursday November 1, 2001 The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch Plains - Fanwood will publish
its Annual Special Publication “Election Preview 2001”.  This edition will feature candidate biographies and
candidate advertising presentations.

As a special promotion, the newspaper will also be published “The Same Day” on the Internet at
www.goleader.com.  The newspaper on the Internet will be in color. The newspaper is sold at newstands
and stores throughout the region.

Westfielders Raise Concerns
Over Potential Temple Lot
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Several Westfield
residents in the neighborhoods of
Fairacres Avenue and East Broad
Street have told The Times of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood that they are
concerned about the potential dis-
position of a piece of property in
their neighborhood.

The 1.07-acre property, located
at 750 East Broad Street, adjacent to
Temple Emanu-El, is being consid-
ered by the temple for potential
development into a parking lot, ac-
cording a spokesman for the Temple.

The lot currently houses a single-
family residence which was previ-
ously owned by the late Isaac Will-
iam Thorne. Mr. Thorne entered into
a written agreement with Westfield
real estate developer Michael
Mahoney in January of 2000 to sell
the property to him for $190,000,
according to legal documents ob-
tained by The Times.

The Temple has offered to pur-
chase the property for considerably
more than $190,000, according to
sources who declined to comment
further on the record.

Properties in neighborhood are
being sold for three to four times
this amount, according to figures
obtained through the Tax Assessor’s
office.

According to the Tax Assessor’s
Office, the property is assessed at
$183,200. With the current ratio
between assessed and market value
at 49 percent, the property’s actual
market value would be nearly double
that amount.

Mr. Thorne’s son and Executor of
his estate, Lawrence Thorne, sold
the property to Mr. Mahoney in Feb-
ruary of this year, after his father’s
death, for that price, according to
the legal papers.

Temple President Steven
Rosenberg confirmed that the temple
has been engaged in discussions with
Mr. Mahoney regarding the pos-
sible purchase of the property, but
said that no agreement has been
reached as of yet.

Neighbors have told The Times
that they have concerns regarding
the potential devaluation of their
homes if a parking lot is constructed.
They believe the lot would impose

additional lights, noise and traffic
on their neighborhood.

According to several Fairacres
Avenue residents, the neighborhood
is mostly residential, except for the
temple property, which they do not
want to see expanded.

Several neighbors have also told
The Times that the temple has not
met other conditions regarding buff-
ering and lighting that were previ-
ously imposed by the town’s Plan-
ning Board and reported by The
Times in December 1999 in approv-
ing the temple’s building expansion
application.

The board approved the expan-
sion of the Temple with six condi-
tions. Neighbors contend that some
of those conditions were not met.

For this reason, the residents have
stated that they are reluctant to be-
lieve the Temple will implement
new conditions, such as additional
buffering, if a parking lot is ap-
proved.

“Many trees have been cut down
and have not been replaced,” said
Fairacres Avenue resident Antonios
Katsingris. “If additional trees are
removed, all of the privacy in our
backyards will be destroyed.”

“A parking lot will drastically de-
preciate the value of our homes,”
said Fairacres Avenue resident Col-
leen Ryan. “We want to make sure
that the town considers the value of
our properties before making any
decisions or approving any further
development.”

“We just want this to be a bal-
anced community discussion,” noted
Liz Jacobello, another Fairacres
Avenue resident.

“We have always tried to be a
good neighbor to the residents in
our community and to accommo-
date the community’s needs,” Mr.
Rosenberg said. “We welcome any-
one to call to discuss these concerns
with us.”

Rabbi Charles Kroloff, who has
been the Rabbi of Temple Emanu-
El for 35 years, expressed that “the
Temple has consistently shown con-
cern for the needs of the neighbor-
hood and quality of life issues. We
want to do our best to create safety
for the entire neighborhood.”

On the other hand, there are some

residents, who live across from the
temple on East Broad Street and on
side streets, who would like to see
an additional parking lot in order to
alleviate the parking problem that
occurs in front of their homes dur-
ing temple functions.

“Our chief concern is safety in
the neighborhood,” Mr. Rosenberg
told The Times. “We have had park-
ing and traffic problems in the neigh-
borhood that an additional parking
lot would remedy.”

Several residents have also ex-
pressed to The Times that they have
numerous concerns regarding how
the land sale was handled and
whether the late Mr. Thorne’s wishes
are being honored.

Lawrence Thorne told The Times,
“I know my father did not want a
parking lot there. He turned down
several offers made by the temple
for that reason. He told me that
many times. He also told me that
Mr. Mahoney assured him that he
would construct a single-family
home or two single-family homes
on the property. My father took Mr.
Mahoney at his word. My father
was a trusting man.”

Mr. Rosenberg also confirmed that
the Temple had made several offers
to the senior Mr. Thorne for the
property, but he would not specu-
late as to why Mr. Thorne turned
down the temple’s offers.

The residents question whether
Mr. Thorne’s wishes regarding the
future uses of the land were prop-
erly represented in the deed. They
have also questioned whether Mr.
Thorne was properly advised, con-
sidering that the estate sold the prop-
erty for considerably less than the
true value of property for that neigh-
borhood.

Lawrence Thorne stated, “I ex-
pressed my opinion to my father
that the price for the land did not
seem correct, but my father insisted
that he wanted to sell to Mr.
Mahoney for that price. I honored
my father’s wishes and carried out
the deal. Even though I did not
agree with the price, I believed that
to breach that agreement would have
cost me more than it was worth.”

The lawyer who represented Mr.
Thorne’s estate for the deed, Will-
iam Peek of Nichols, Thomson, Peek
and Phelan in Westfield, told The
Times that it was his understanding
that the Thornes were under the
impression that Mr. Mahoney would
demolish the existing dwelling in
order to develop one or two single-
family residences on the property.
He did not wish to comment on any
other aspect of the matter.

Some of the residents have also
raised questions regarding the rela-
tionship between the lawyers for
Mr. Mahoney, Temple Emanu-El
and Mr. Thorne.

Mr. Mahoney, who owns several
other pieces of property in Westfield,
did not return calls to The Times.

The residents are considering hir-
ing an attorney to look into their
rights, whether Mr. Thorne was
properly advised and whether his
expressed wishes have any legal
relevance to the outcome of how the
land will be developed. They have
been conducting informal meetings
in the neighborhood to discuss their
options.

If a deal is reached between Mr.
Mahoney and the Temple, any fur-
ther expansion, such as develop-
ment of a parking lot, would be
predicated on Planning Board ap-
proval, according to Town Zoning
Official Kathleen Neville.

Niki Fry
Sales Associate

NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club-
Silver Level 2000

“For The Perfect Home For
You, Contact Niki Fry Today!”

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday October 14th, 1 - 5 PM

WESTFIELD- Charm, classic Center Hall Colonial, 3
Bedroom, Master plus full Bath, Living Room with
fireplace & french doors to Family Room.  Screened
porch, newer Kitchen with break nook, new roof, new
furnace.  $479,000 (052-7892). 865 Boulevard.

MOUNTAINSIDE- Fabulous 1986 Custom Colonial,
6000 sq. ft., 10 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 4 private Baths, 3
levels with wall of windows onto wooded .65 acre Cul-
De-Sac. 2 fireplaces, 3 floors.  Sauna, Steam Room and
jacuzzi.  $920,000 (052-7881). 1362 Outlook East.

Westfield Office
185 Elm Street
908 654 - 7777

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday October 14th, 1 - 5 PM

World Trade Center. Fire Chief
Jonathan Ellis said a group of
firefighters spent two days on Staten
Island.

“Everybody acted as a depart-
ment,” he said. “Union County was
well-prepared.” Bob Gurske of the
Rescue Squad said members of his
team spent several days at Liberty
State Park receiving wounded per-
sons from Manhattan.

“It was really a group effort,” he
said. “Everybody in town can be
proud of the rescue squad.”

In a somewhat related matter,
Mayor Marks announced the appoint-
ment of Paul Malool as Township
Emergency Management Coordina-
tor, succeeding Don Wormley, who
died this past summer.

Mr. Malool told the council he has
been working in emergency man-
agement in the public and private
sector for 20 years. Most recently, he
worked with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, assisting with
the search and rescue efforts at the
World Trade Center.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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         Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Times
CULTURAL HUB?…The Westfield Cultural Arts Committee is eyeing 302 Elm
Street in Westfield, which houses the administrative offices of the Westfield
Board of Education, for cultural arts space.

Walk Is Planned
In Memory

Of Westfielder
WESTFIELD – A 5-mile walk

will be held on Sunday, October
14, in memory of Charlotte
Dursee.

Mrs. Dursee died 11 years ago
of breast cancer. She was a resi-
dent of Westfield, along with her
husband and six children, for 25
years.

The walk will begin at 10:30
a.m. at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. Participants should
sign in at the gazebo near the
lake.

There is a $25 walkers fee for
anyone interested in participat-
ing. To make a donation, please
send checks to Cancer Care of
New Jersey, c/o Tim Dursee,
2430 Seneca Road, Scotch
Plains, 07076.

Committee Formulating
Upscale Performances

For Potential Arts Center
By JAMES M. FOERST

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A town-wide arts
committee has been formulating a
schedule of upscale performing arts
events in an attempt to gauge
Westfield residents’ desire for a per-
manent downtown arts center.

The Westfield Cultural Arts Cen-
ter Committee has recently received
approval from the state to operate as
a not-for-profit entity for the purpose
of bringing the performing arts to the
downtown special improvement dis-
trict.

The committee, in its second year
of operation, will focus its efforts on
“developing the cultural arts” through

ing, which is located at 302 Elm
Street, near the downtown. One of 11
properties owned by the Westfield
Board of Education, the auditorium
within the building, has been used
for storage purposes only.

“It is an ideal site,” noted Ms.
Walsh, “because it is within walking
distance to the downtown. The audi-
torium would need to be renovated,
but could hold approximately 500
people.”

The building was formerly the
town’s high school and is presently
used by the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation as office space only.

Ms. Walsh concluded by stating,
“If the people (of Westfield) show an

JCC Reveals Roster
Of Pool Programs

For Kids and Adults
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey runs the American
Red Cross Learn-to-Swim Program,
for children in levels 1 through 7.

These classes are designed for
children ages 5 and older, while
younger children may participate
in Waterbabies and Seahorse
classes. Private lessons are also
available.

The JCC has also introduced a
new Water Fitness Program, fea-
turing low- and high-impact aero-
bics. Adult classes meet on Tues-
days at 9:15 a.m. and 7:15 p.m.;
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. and Thurs-
days at 9:15 a.m. Low impact water
workout classes meet Wednesdays
at 10 a.m. and Fridays at 9 a.m.

Teen Water Aerobics classes meet
Mondays from 7 to 7:45 p.m. for
ages 13 and older. Individuals in-
terested in having a birthday party
at the JCC pool on a Sunday are
asked to call to reserve a date.

All classes are held at the Wilf
Jewish Community Campus, 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
For more information, please call
Rebecca Rice, Aquatics Director,
at (908) 889-8800, extension no.
219. Members and non-members
alike are welcome.

Gene Therapy Is Focus
Of LEARN Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – The League

for Educational Advancement for
Registered Nurses (LEARN) will of-
fer a program on “Gene Therapy,
Implications for Nurses and Infec-
tion Control Practices.”

The two-hour program is sched-
uled for Monday, October 22, at 7:45
p.m. in the Parish Hall of the All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Registered nurse Marie Kassai,
who is associated with General Hos-
pital Center in Passaic, part of the
Atlantic Health System, will be the
speaker.

The New Jersey State Nurses As-
sociation has approved 2.4 contact
hours for the program. The Profes-
sional Standards Board of the New
Jersey Department of Education has
granted professional development
hours for school nurses.

LEARN membership is $40 annu-
ally, with a guest fee of $10 per
program. Information is available
by writing: LEARN, P.O. Box 6,
Scotch Plains 07076 or by calling
(908) 754-9499 or (908) 272-7239.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

issue for their own political gain,”
said Mr. Frigerio.

Assemblyman Suliga said he is
extremely angry over Mr. Frigerio’s
comments.

“I think it is an outrage to ask me
to apologize when someone else is
not paying their taxes,” said Assem-
blyman Sulliga.

Mr. Suliga added, “this is the most
outrageous thing that has happened
to me in 20 years in politics.”

In discussing the literature, Mr.
Grandberry said the Campbell Cam-
paign was “surprised by the vi-
ciousness of it,” given the country’s
mood following the September 11
attacks in New York and Washing-
ton, D.C. He noted that Mr.
Campbell is a United States Navy
veteran.

Christopher Hudak, a spokesman

Suliga, Frigerio at Odds
On Campbell Tax Dispute

for Assemblyman Suliga, said the
literature was produced by the New
State Senate Democrats election cam-
paign.

“It’s a reported fact,” he said in
response to Republican comments.

Mr. Suliga, an incumbent Assem-
blyman representing the 20th Dis-
trict, and Mr. Campbell, an Olympic
Gold medalist from the 1950s, are
running for the Senate seat being
vacated by Acting Governor and Sen-
ate President Donald T. DiFrancesco
in the new redistricted 22nd District.
The district includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

A lifelong Democrat, Mr.
Campbell switched to the Republi-
can Party after party officials, in-
cluding the Acting Governor, re-
quested that he run for the open
Senate seat.

a “series of performing arts events,”
stated spokesperson Darielle Walsh,
the former President of the Westfield
Board of Education.

It is the committee’s intention to
bring in upscale touring groups from
New York, Philadelphia and the sur-
rounding areas.

“We are trying to test the waters to
gauge whether the people of
Westfield would receive events of
this type,” noted Ms. Walsh.

She further stated, “Last year we
focused on organization and adminis-
tration. This year our focus is on
setting a schedule of events and rais-
ing some money.”

The long-term goal of the commit-
tee is to develop a permanent facility
in downtown Westfield. There are
over “two dozen performance groups
in town which could utilize a perma-
nent facility,” commented Ms. Walsh.

Committee member Robert
Newell, the current Chairman of the
Westfield Planning Board, noted at
the most recent Planning Board meet-
ing that a permanent cultural arts
center in the downtown improve-
ment district would have a positive
“impact on the level of activities and
the quality of life in the downtown.”

The committee plans to hold its
initial events at existing locations
including the Westfield High School
auditorium and other similar facili-
ties.

The committee has not ruled out a
move to utilize the Westfield Board
of Education Administration Build-

interest in these types of events, then
we will move forward to find a per-
manent home for the Westfield Cul-
tural Arts Center.”

Those interested in serving on the
Cultural Arts Center Committee or
in making donations can do so by
contacting the Westfield Cultural Arts
Center Committee, 415 South Av-
enue, Westfield.


