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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zimocca – A variety of sponge

found in the Mediterranean
2. Repandous – Bent upward
3. Snast – The charred wick of a

candle
4. Sny – In shipbuilding, a gentle bend

in timber curving upward

ANABAMOUS
1. Without appendages
2. Easy going; carefree
3. Subsisting on blood, such as a vam-

pire bat or mosquito
4. Having the ability to climb

LIOTRICHOUS
1. Carnivorous, flesh eating
2. Consisting of layers
3. In anthropology, having smooth

hair
4. Existing only in caves

DEIPNOSOPHIST
1. A meal table philosopher
2. An oceanographer
3. A daydreamer
4. A collector of rare minerals

GRAUPEL
1. A beggar
2. Soft sleet or hail
3. Searching; wandering
4. Corn meal, mush
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Policeman Needed
At East Broad & Prospect

Where are all the police in Westfield?
Is the only problem on the minds of the
town officials the parking garage loca-
tion? A more important need is for the
safety of pedestrians and drivers, mainly
at the intersection of East Broad and
Prospect Streets.

I, as a pedestrian, had to be escorted
across the street (East Broad Street) by a
young man who delayed traffic until he
saw me safe on the opposite sidewalk.

East Broad Street is a main thorough-
fare that I believe should warrant the
presence of a policeman at all times,
particularly at the intersection of East
Broad Street and Prospect Street.

Central Avenue and East Broad Street
is next in priority because there is no
traffic light. This would be more helpful
to both drivers and pedestrians as well.

Mrs. M.G. Jones
Scotch Plaines

TV 35 Commended
For Coverage After
Events of Sept. 11

I’d like to commend George Weiss
and Joe Nagy of Fanwood’s local access
television station, Channel 35, for their
exemplary screens and messages since
the tragic and unprecedented events of
September 11.

Those of us who watch Channel 35 are
accustomed to comprehensive informa-
tion, fine special programming, outstand-
ing graphic design, and exceptional
musical selections.

Throughout the difficult and challeng-
ing time, George, Joe and their staff
have presented important information
as well as video coverage of related local
events with the dignity, respect, and
genuine caring that are hallmarks of the
volunteer service they always offer their
viewers. Thank you George and Joe!

Adele Kenny
Fanwood

Resident Looks to Help Mother
Who Lost Husband on Sept. 11

On September 11, 2001 all our lives
changed to some degree. We felt pain,
hurt, sadness, a deep loss, violated,
and questioned our freedom. We were
all affected. We are in mourning and
will probably carry these feelings for
quite some time. Some of us lost a
husband, wife, child, grandparent, a
co-worker, a good friend or neighbor.
Our own community of Westfield has
been shattered.

Most of us moved to Westfield in
search of a community lifestyle in which
we can raise our children. We want our
children to have specific morals and
principles. We, as a community, must
reach out now to those in need.

I can’t take away the pain, I can’t
take away the tears, I can’t take away
the loss, I can’t change September 11,

2001, I can only help.
I am reaching out to a family, here in

Westfield, who lost a husband, only 35
years old, the daddy of two little chil-
dren, 6 and 3 years old.

Life has to go on and will go on. A
mother will protect her young and will
try her best to make their lives some-
what normal. My collection of $5 from
everyone I touch will go toward pur-
chases in the form of gift certificates.
She will still have to food shop. Maybe
she can treat her children to an ice
cream, the movies, haircuts, books at
the bookstore, and toys for the holi-
days. Help me help now. Call me at
(908) 789-0906.

Maureen B. O’Connor
Westfield

Candidate’s Push for Referendum
On Parking Deck Gains Reader’s Vote

One of the more charming aspects
of small town life is the close propor-
tionate relationship between the size
of suburban towns and the impor-
tance of the issues, which preoccupy
their residents.

There is general agreement on true
bread and butter concerns like taxes,
schools and safe streets. Therefore,
the more contentious suburban is-
sues tend to border upon frivolous,
like the silly crusade to expunge the
acoustic consequences of decisions
to buy homes near a major jetport.

Yet, every so often, serious issues
arise which transcend marginal and
parochial concerns. One of them was
touched upon in the last edition of
The Leader.

Some members of the Town Coun-
cil seem to regard the building of a
parking deck as a fait accompli. This
is due, in part, to the fact that the
Council hasn’t seen fit to entrust a
decision regarding the largest single

public expenditure in our town’s his-
tory to the voters who are expected to
pay for it.

This is why I was delighted to read
that Thomas Stoudt, who believes
that a referendum must be held to
decide the fate of a parking deck, is
seeking a Fourth Ward Council seat
as an independent candidate.

The idea of a referendum is not
particularly innovative. Yet, the con-
cept that office holders ought to seek
guidance from the folks who pay the
bills for their decisions seems to
elude most politicians. Unless either
of the other two candidates unequivo-
cally calls for a referendum and
pledges to live with the result, then
my electoral choice is clear; Mr.
Stoudt, you’ve got my vote!

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

FAC Created to Help Families
Of World Trade Center Victims

Letters to the Editor

By DONALD T. DIFRANCESCO

Since September 19, New Jersey’s
Family Assistance Center (FAC) has
been in operation at Liberty State Park in
Jersey City to aid the families of victims
of the September 11 World Trade Center
tragedy.

I’m pleased to report that since it
opened, more than 350 families have
visited the FAC. But clearly, consider-
ing the magnitude of destruction the
events of September 11 have wrought,
and the impact to numerous New Jersey
families, we know there are likely more
families out there that the FAC can help.
We want them to know we are here for
them.

To do that, simply getting the word
out about the FAC is important; grieving
families may not be aware that assis-
tance under one roof is available. I’m
writing to let them know we’re here and
ready to help them. The assistance pro-
cess can start with one call to our special
hotline – (866) NJCRISIS – or a visit to
the FAC. A visitor to the state Website at
www.state.nj.us will also find detailed
information about the FAC.

I think it is important to note that the
FAC is part of our unyielding efforts to
do all that we can to aid New Jersey
victims and their families. The FAC is
part of the newly created Office of Re-
covery and Victim Assistance. Under
the direction of Lillian Borrone, this
office is leading New Jersey state
government’s efforts to mobilize re-
sources to assist families and to ensure
that our state and region can recover.

The agencies and organizations staff-
ing the FAC are broad-based and the

services they provide are wide-ranging
and helpful. Virtually every state agency
has two representatives, plus there are
representatives of federal agencies and
the Salvation Army, Red Cross and the
National Organization for Victim Assis-
tance. In addition, trained crisis counse-
lors are available on-site to family mem-
bers.

The FAC is easy to get to and offers
facilities that make the visit as pleasant
as possible. From the New Jersey Turn-
pike, drivers simply take Exit 14C and
follow signs for the FAC. Once they
reach the FAC, visitors will find a medi-
tation room and chapel, a room for chil-
dren, telephones and computers, televi-
sions, remembrance boards and displays,
and a quiet area with a view of lower
Manhattan. Food is always available.
The hours for the FAC are 7 a.m. to 9
p.m., seven days a week.

One of the most difficult, but impor-
tant, processes that may be required for
families is filing of a death certificate.
Under the extraordinary circumstances
of the September 11 tragedy, both New
Jersey and New York have streamlined
and expedited the process and waived
fees. Families can go to the FAC to file
for a death certificate. There they will
find guidance and help in the filing pro-
cess to make it as simple as possible.

The FAC is as example of New
Jerseyans helping New Jerseyans. If you
are a family member of a victim, please
reach out to us. We’re there for you.

*  *  *  *  *
Donald T. DiFrancesco is serving this

year as New Jersey Acting Governor.

Scotch Plains P.B.A.
Thanks Town Residents
For Fund Drive Support

The members of the P.B.A. Local No.
87 of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment would like to thank all the resi-
dents and businesses that generously
donated to make our 2001 Fund Drive a
success.

We did not use a professional
fundraising service, so we can guarantee
that 100 percent of your donations will
go to support many worthwhile commu-
nity projects, the Sick & Death Fund and
the Bullet-Proof Vest Fund for the offic-
ers of the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment.

We would like to remind residents
that we do not solicit funds by telephone.
Residents can feel free to call police
headquarters if they have any questions
or concerns about any phone solicita-
tions they may receive concerning the
police.

Thank you again for your generous
support.

Membership
Scotch Plains P.B.A.

Local No. 87

Councilwoman Praises
Acting Governor’s

Efforts During Crisis
As a member of the Fanwood Bor-

ough Council, I am proudly intro-
ducing a resolution to the Borough
Council commending Acting Gover-
nor Donald T. DiFrancesco for his
outstanding leadership during our
current national crisis. His tireless
efforts in recent weeks to organize
New Jersey’s resources in the wake
of the attacks on the World Trade
Center deserve the unanimous sup-
port of the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil.

It’s more important now than ever
before that we stand together in sup-
port of our leadership. In the case of
Acting Governor DiFrancesco, this
praise is well deserved.

Katherine Mitchell
Member

Fanwood Borough Council

Thief Who Stole Flag
Is Faking Patriotism

To the thief who stole our flag and
flagpole mounted on our front porch:

Not only have we flown this flag for
years to acknowledge our respect for the
soldiers, sailors and all service men and
women who sacrificed their lives by
serving their country, but also to demon-
strate our compassion for the families of
the innocent victims who lost their lives
in the September 11 tragedy.

Equally important, this flag was also
flown to honor my husband, a combat
infantry man, recipient of a Purple Heart
during World War II, as well as our son
who served in the Air Force for four
years, one of those years in Vietnam.

May you derive no pleasure in faking
patriotism by stealing our flag. Shame
on you!

Shirley Shapiro
Westfield

Life Returning to Normal as Government,
Residents Focus on Issues, Family Events

State Legislation Ending Restrictions
On Home Businesses Is Curious At Best

While the events of September 11 may have changed
America forever, some things will stay the same. For
instance: there is still too much traffic in Westfield;
pedestrians still have to rush to avoid being hit in the
crosswalk; the dispute over whether to build a down-
town parking deck is still on the table, and political
campaigns are still in progress with signs starting to
pop up in neighboring communities.

Life is getting back to normal, although most
residents in the area are extremely cautious these
days from shopping to travel. The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood are starting
to receive releases from the political campaigns,
although nowhere near the volume as it has been in
recent years.

One of the biggest areas of life that didn’t miss a
beat is high school sports. Just ask anyone who
attended last Friday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders’ 40-35 thriller over the Linden High
School Tigers.

On another positive note, the Westfield Y has
announced it will hold a First Sunday of Freedom

program starting in November. The program will not
only raise moneys for local September 11 funds
being run through the United Fund of Westfield and
the United Way, but also give a chance for families to
come together as a community. Countless other
events are being held to help support the local
families who have faced the worse kind of loss, the
loss of life.

The one thing that needs to get back to normal is
shopping patterns. We encourage our readers to shop
at local stores, eat in area restaurants and take in a
movie at the Rialto Theatre. Residents should attend
local sporting and community events more than ever.
The importance of family and friends can never be
taken lightly given the terrorist attacks in this country
and the subsequent war on terrorism that was launched
on Sunday.

Hard work by America’s workforce to keep this
nation number one in all facets of the global economy
should also take center stage in offices throughout
this great nation.

Looks like life is getting back to normal after all.

A curious piece of legislation —one that is poten-
tially dangerous to our local communities — is
quietly making its way through the State Legislature.

Back in June, the State Assembly passed A-1193, the
New Jersey Family Home Occupation Act, sponsored
by Republican Assemblyman Joseph Azzolina. What
the bill calls for is an invalidation of any current local
ordinances that deal with home-based businesses, mean-
ing that any activity deemed a home-based business
would be permitted in residential areas.

While the legislation permits localities to readopt
their present ordinances regarding these types of
businesses, existing home businesses would be
“grandfathered” in as pre-existing nonconforming use
operations and be permitted to continue operating.

Another section of the Assembly-passed legisla-
tion, whose companion bill in the Senate, S-2069,
has already been introduced, states that any stan-
dards enacted by a community in new, readopted
ordinances regarding the volume of invitees and
guests that apply to a home-based business will also

apply to “all residences within the district.” What this
seems to mean is that a homeowner could be unfairly
penalized if they were to host a large party or other
such get-together in their own home. Would holiday
parties, for one, be limited in size by an unintended
consequence of the legislation?

This legislation, which passed by a 45-24 margin
in the Assembly, has not gained much attention,
although the Scotch Plains government, along with
the New Jersey State League of Municipalities and
the state bar association, has sounded alarm bells
about what is seen by many local officials as a
potential erosion of home rule.

The state’s municipalities have a right to zone, and
a right to separate residential, commercial and indus-
trial uses. Our local assemblymen, Richard H. Bag-
ger and Tom Kean, Jr. both voted in favor of this
potentially restrictive legislation. We’d like to hear
their reasoning, and we’d also like to know what our
candidates for Assembly and Senate think about this
curious piece of legislation.

News Highlights and Community News

AREA – People for Animals, a
non-profit animal welfare organiza-
tion serving New Jersey, will spon-
sor its first Casino Nite event on
Saturday, October 20, at the Elks
Club, located at 281 Chestnut Street
at Five Points in Union.

The doors will open at 7 p.m.,
with the casino running from 7:30
to 10:30 p.m. Admission is a dona-
tion of $20 per person in advance or
$25 per person at the door. All pro-
ceeds from the event will benefit
homeless pets served by the organi-
zation.

The casino will include roulette,
dice wheels, blackjack craps and a
50/50 raffle. Included with each
person’s admission will be $100 in
play money, and additional play
money may be purchased through-
out the evening.

The many prizes for this event will
have a minimum value of $50 each.
Prizes will be drawn at 10:30 p.m.
Winners need not be present to win.

For more information, to order
tickets or to donate prizes, interested
individuals may call (908) 688-1073
and press 3 to leave a message with
their name and an evening telephone
number.

People for Animals Sets
Casino Nite on Oct. 20
To Aid Homeless Pets

Snacks & Such
Rated ‘Excellent’
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Regional Health Department has
given Snacks & Such in Westfield an
“excellent” rating, the highest rating
available from the department.

Director of Health Robert Sherr
said the owner of the store, Norman
N. Greco, “has maintained the estab-
lishment in the highest standard, and
as such was fully deserving of the
new posting.”

The department established the
“excellent” rating a few years ago
“to recognize retail food establish-
ments that have maintained an ex-
emplary record in compliance with
the New Jersey State Sanitary Code,
and local ordinances and regulations
governing the operation of retail food
establishments.”

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains
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Submittal Formats
Photos - B/W and Color

No Panoramic or Polaroid
Typed, not handwritten
Upper and lower case

Need name & daytime phone

Rajoppi Appoints
Two Deputy Clerks

ELIZABETH — Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi Recently an-
nounced the appointment of Winfield
Mayor David P. Wright and Summit
resident Alan J. Falcone as Deputy
County Clerks.

Mr. Wright has served in the role
since January 1997. Prior to that he
was employed in various supervi-
sory positions in the county’s Opera-
tional Services Division since 1991.

Mr. Falcone served 15 years as an
assistant to the Register of Deeds and
Mortgages in Essex County where he
supervised a staff of 40 employees.

Town Bank Named
‘Business of Year’
WESTFIELD — The Town Bank

of Westfield has been named “busi-
ness of the Year” by the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce.

The bank will officially be recog-
nized at the Chamber’s 53rd anniver-
sary dinner the “Faith in Westfield”
Awards program, which will be held
in late October.

The bank, which is marking its
third anniversary, services small
businesses, professionals and indi-
vidual consumers in Westfield as
well Clark, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field and Cranford.

*  *  *  *  *

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


