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Students ‘ Come Together’

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD’'S ABBEY ROAD?...Westfield Mayor Gregory S. McDermott carried the weight of Joey Heidler’s
backpack while escorting him to school down Kimball Avenue. Joey, a fourth grader at Wilson Elementary School,
won a special raffle entitling him to being escorted by the mayor. In addition, Westfield police officers, principals, and
Town Council members walked Westfield pupils to classes.

COUNCIL ACTSTO EXPAND RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMIT ZONES

Parking Advisory Group Seeksto Move
Bus Pickup Area Out of South Ave. Lot

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Parking Advisory
Committee is moving ahead with its
deliberations on coming up with rec-
ommendations on solving a parking
shortage both for commuters and for
downtown employees and shoppers.

Charlie Weidman, Committee
Chairman, said the panel is on target
to submit itsfinal report to the coun-
cil by November. A 50-page draft
report was submitted to the govern-
ing body on September 4.

The committee determined there
was a shortage of 450 to 500 com-
muter spaces and 350 to 450 long-
term, non-commuter parking stalls.

Thepanel, originally 12 members,
has been doubled in size for the
second and final phase of the report.

The committee completed its first
parking count Tuesday afternoon of
existing municipal and privatelotsto
validate the shortfall numbers.

Mr. Weidman said the municipal
lotswere 90 percent full between the
hoursof 12:30to0 1:30 p.m., whenthe
study was conducted. Private lots,
consisting of two-thirds of current
parking capacity in town, were only
70 to 75 percent utilized.

Mr. Weidman said a dialogue is

needed between private lot owners
and the committee to discuss ways
that private spaces can be better uti-
lized by the town.

In an effort to increase commuter
spots, thetown ismoving ahead with
plans to implement a valet parking
system at the South Avenue lot, a
plan that is expected to generate
another 100 to 125 stalls.

Another 29 spots are now avail-
able, on atemporary basis, at a pri-
vately-owned lot on Cacciola Place.
Thelot isroughly a six-minute walk
from the Westfield train station, ac-
cording to Third Ward Councilman
Neil F. Sullivan.

Mr. Weidman said the committee
will begin discussionsthisweek with
NJTransit to discuss better locations
for buses to pick up commuters. The
committee believes this would free
up additional space at the South Av-
enue |ot for commuters stalls.

The committee has identified a
dozen or so locations that might be
suitable for a parking structure. The
committee was set to discuss that
issue at its meeting tonight.

In other business, the council ap-
proved several neighborhood streets
in town for residential parking per-
mits.

One ordinance that was passed, 8-
0, will alow residents who live in
two-hour, un-metered zones to
qualify for residential parking per-
mits.

Another ordinance expands the
limited time parking area on
Westfield Avenue, between Dorian
Road, Park Street and Washington
Street, “to alleviate the commuter
parking problem” whichMr. Sullivan
said has created a safety issuein the
neighborhood.

Fourth  Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman opposed the
ordinance, citing the displacement
of commuters from other neighbor-
hood streets, on top of an existing
commuter shortage.

He said the restrictions placed on
passenger vehicles headed into New
York City in the wake of the World
Trade Center disaster has put an even
greater increased demand for train
commuters in Westfield.

“We shouldn’t be restricting the
options that are currently available
any more than we have up to this
point. At the least, I’d like to main-
tain the status quo,” Mr. Goldman
stated.

Mr. Sullivan noted the availability

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ward Commission Weighing
Moving Cacciolato Ward 3

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

A commission is looking into
changing the political boundaries of
Westfield's four wards based on the
2000 U.S. Census. Their main
struggle is trying to unite a minority
voting block, located on the south
side of the train tracks, without cre-
ating too much of a discrepancy in
overall popul ationbetweenthewards.
Each of the wards has two represen-
tatives on the Westfield Town Coun-
cil.

The commission, officially cre-
ated Tuesday afternoon by existing
state statute, consists of Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney and the four mem-
bers of the Union County Board of
Elections: June S. Fischer of Scotch
Plains, Mary Ellen Harris of
Kenilworth, John De Simoneof Clark
and Teresa R. Hale of Hillside. Ms.
Fischer, who chairs the County
Board, and Ms. Hale are Democrats
and Mr. De Simone and Ms. Harris
are Republicans.

There-examination of ward bound-
aries, required by state statute, re-
quiresthat thelargest ward’s popula
tion cannot be 10 percent greater
than the smallest ward. Under the
2000 census, theFirst Ward, at 7,575,
is the largest ward, followed by the
Fourth Ward, 7,532; the Third Ward,
7,347; and the Second Ward, 7,190.

Westfield Third Ward Council-
woman Claire Lazarowitz explained
that the Cacciola Place neighbor-
hood feelstheir voting block isbeing
divided, possibly on purpose.

Ms. Lazarowitz said she feels the
boundary between the second and
fourth wards, which goes down the
middle of Cacciola Place, “needs to
go the natural geographic configura
tion,” namely the train tracks.

“Otherwise, it seems asthough we
are dividing people up in neighbor-
hoods,” she told the commission.
She said that the area includes a
population that is mostly black, His-
panic and older Italian residents.

Ms. Lazarowitzindicated that these
residents “really feel like they're
being divided on purpose.”

The current configuration of the
Second Ward hops the train tracks
and includes Cacciola Place, Sussex
Street, Ross Place, Stirling Place,
and a section each of Carleton Road,
Ripley Place and Central Avenue.

It is the only ward that goes over
the railroad tracks that run east to
west, thus dividing the north and
south sides of town.

From Thelr Home Front to Front Lines,
Area Military Ready War on Terrorism

By MICHELLE H.LePOIDEVIN
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

“He'sontheright track,” said Rear
Admiral Timothy Beard, 3
of President George W.
Bush’'splanto terminateter-
rorism through Operation
Enduring Freedom. “He is
being very cautious, very
pragmatic and he is prepar-
ing so that that we, as a
nation, can accomplish the
goalstokeep Americasafe.”

A former Westfield resi-
dent, Adm. Beard echoed
what several arearesidentsand mili-
tary officials have said since terror-
ists took the lives of almost 7,000
individual son September 11—they’re
ready, willing and behind President
Bush

A

ON THE DEFENSE:
A Series on Our Military

Since that horrific day, William
Sheppard, Fanwood resident and
Public Affairs Officer for the New
Jersey Naval MilitiaJoint Command,
has been attending victims' funerals
all over the state and pitching in at
“ground zero.”

A Vietnam veteran, Mr. Sheppard
was proud to report, “ There has been
an influx of many young people in
Generation X, who don’t have a ve-
hicle for community service enlist-
ing with the Armed Forcesto combat
terrorism.”

Those individuals who might be
apprehensive about serving are
“thinking of the old military, like
Vietham,” accordingtoMr. Sheppard.

“Thisis anew war we'll be fight-
ing,” he said. “Patienceis absolutely
the biggest priority.”

Shortly after the attacks on the
World Trade Center and The Penta-
gon, Mr. Sheppard was called to
active duty.

According to the Fact Sheet issued
by The New Jersey Naval Militia
Joint Command, in the first nine
days since the attacks
on September 11, the
organization has
served in the follow-
ing capacity:

*Provided 7,150
hours or mandays.
Mandays are defined
as the “accounting of
apersonfor oneday in
formal Navy training
in NITRAS (Navy In-
tegrated Training Resources and
Administration System).

*New Jersey Task Force 1-Disaster
Medical Assistance Team activated
by the U.S. Public Health Services
for New York City, New York State
and New Jersey.

*Commanded and served in New
Jersey National Guard Joint Opera

OcT0oBER 9 DEADLINE

To RecISTER TO VOTE

The last day to register to
vote in the general election of
Tuesday, Tuesday, November
6, is Tuesday, October 9.

Forms can be obtained from
the Town Clerk’s office in the
Westfield Municipal Building
or can be printed out from
www.lwvnj.org by following
thelinks, acourtesy of the New
Jersey League of Women Vot-
ers.

To accommodate personsin-
terestedinregistering, theTown
Clerk’sOfficewill beopenfrom
8:30 am. to 9 p.m.

tions Command at Fort Dix.

*Provided Chaplainsupportto New
Jersey National Guard and FBI in
New Jersey and New York.

*Provided material management
support to Bayonne Depot.

*Provided truck and bus drivers as
reguested.

*Provided water-borne support to
New Jersey National Guard and Port
Authority at the George Washington
Bridge and between Liberty State
Park and New York City.

*Provided liai son between New Jer-
sey National Guard and FBI person-
nel.

*Activated its Legal Unit to sup-
port National Guard as needed.

*Provided building and ground se-
curity for National Guard Headquar-
tersin Fort Dix.

*Provided small boat support to
United States Coast Guard Stationin
Sandy Hook for three nights.

Adm. Beard, who founded the
Naval Militia Joint Command, told
TheWestfield Leader, “A ground war
will be different (in Afghanistan),
but our military personnel know ex-
actly what they’re going up against.”

Regarding the number of Armed
Forces enlistees, Adm. Beard added
to Mr. Sheppard’s comments, “ They
say volunteerism is dead. | have to
disagree with that. Vietnam veterans
are coming back, and even some that
are too old to serve. Everyone from
their late teens to 60s are volunteer-
ing. They just want to do some-
thing.”

“Whenissuesarethereand timeis
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of the essence,” said Adm. Beard,
“people will step forward and be-
come |leaders and heroes. They want
to serve their fellow citizens.

When asked, “Can we win this
war?” Adm. Beard responded, “Ab-
solutely. There is no doubt about it.”

“My boatsareprepared. My people
are prepared, enthusiastic and very
concerned,” the Admiral said. “A
good defense is preparedness.”

Colonel John Dwyer, Public Af-
fairs Officer for the New Jersey De-
partment of Military and Veterans
Affairs in Lawrenceville, reported
that as of press time, only 50 air
police had been mobilized to
McGuire Air Force Base near Fort
Dix in Wrightstown, with a 177
Fighter Wing positioned in Atlantic
City.

Otherwise, Col. Dwyer said it was
impossible to predict how many lo-
cal or state residents would be mobi-
lized to fight for their country.

“It's impossible to speculate,” he
said, “because nobody has yet to
define this mission.”

Thomas Cusimano of Westfield,
who retired from the U.S. Army on
July 1, said hewould re-volunteer for
service.

When asked if he considers Presi-
dent Bush's strategy against the ter-
roriststo be effective, Mr. Cusimano
said, “Itisapatient, well thought out
approach instead of aknee-jerk reac-
tion which would not be successful
in bringing these people to justice”

Dianne Gorbaty of Westfield, the
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“1t’sthe one thing that has haunted
me for over 10 years,” Ms. Fischer
stated after the meeting adjourned.

During the hour-long meeting on
Tuesday afternoon, commission
members weighed a number of op-
tions to try and place the Cacciola
and surrounding neighborhoodsback
into the Third Ward for thefirst time
in 20 years. There was only a minor
redraw of ward boundaries in 1991.

However, by just moving the 529
persons in the Cacciola neighbor-
hood from the Second to the Third
Ward, the town’s smallest ward be-
comes even smaller and wouldn’t
stand-up to the 10 percent rule, said
TownAttorney Robert Cockren, who

is the attorney appointed to advise
the commission.

“If you (the commission) tinker, |
think you are going to be dicing and
dlicing everywhere,” Mr. Cockren
advised commission members.

Ms. Fischer responded, “I totally
understand, but we have to come up
with aremedy” to solvethe Cacciola
Place dilemma without causing too
many additional changes to the ex-
isting wards.

The commissionisstudying apro-
posal that would move part of the
current First Ward into the Second
Ward and a piece of the Third Ward
into the Fourth Ward in order to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Planning Bd. Approves
Catering Hall After Year

Of Legal Maneuvering

By JAMESM. FOERST
Soecially Written for The Westfield Leader

After more than a year of legal
wrangling, a catering hall proposed
to be opened in the heart of
Westfield'sdowntownhasbeengiven
the green light to proceed.

The application by Ward &
O’'Donnell Property Development
LLC was unanimously approved by
the Westfield Planning Board on
Monday night contrary to continued
objection by several local property
owners.

Theplan callsfor acatering hall to
be operated on the second floor of
the New Orleans-style buildings lo-
cated at 159-169 East Broad Street.

Inapproving theapplication, Plan-
ning Board member Martin Robins
stated that acatering hall inthedown-
town district is “an attractive and
valuableactivity with enormousben-
efits’ for the town.

Planning Board member William
Ziff noted that the activities associ-
ated with this type of project were
akinto “Arcanum Hall in aWestfield
of adifferent time” Arcanum Hall is
a historic building located at the
corner of EIm Street and East Broad
Street formerly used as a meeting
hall.

The project was vigorously con-
tested by local property owners who
were concerned with the increased
traffic and the added burden on the
already overloaded parking areas
within the buildings proximity.

During the meeting, Mr. Robins
echoed this sentiment noting that the
most central issue surrounding the
heated debate over the project was
parking.

“This application only caused
problemsbecausewehavenot solved
the parking situation,” stated Mr.
Raobins, referring to the highly de-
bated proposal to construct tiered
parking in the central business dis-
trict.

He continued by forcefully noting
that “Growth, creativity and eco-
nomic potential will be strangled [in
the downtown] by the ridiculous un-
willingness to move forward with
the parking deck.”

Councilman Rafael Betancourt,
town council liaison to the Planning
Board, added that the council “has

been working hard to correct the
[parking] problems.”

The original application called for
a parking variance from the ordi-
nance requirement of 127 parking
spaces required of a property of this
size. The application had only pro-
posed four spaces. However, Mr.
Ward noted that short of “tearing
down the building,” the parking re-
quirement could not be met in the
downtown area

Conceding in part to the objectors’
requests, Mr. Ward agreed to limit
the number of occupants on the pre-
mises to 40 persons before 6 p.m.
and no more than 80 thereafter. This
concession reduced the parking re-
quirements to 13 spots during the
day and 27 in the evening under the
ordinance.

Both the applicant and members
of the board noted that in the past no
application was ever denied in
Westfield's central business district
because of alack of parking.

The application, athough unani-
mously approved, included several
restrictive conditions of approval.
Among other things, the approval
was conditioned on the applicant’s
voluntary 40- and 80-person limita-
tion on occupancy.

Also, the board required that their
resol ution be recorded with the deed
to the property effectively limiting
the present owner and all future own-
erstotherestricted uses approved by
the board.

“1 am disappointed that this appli-
cation escalated to what was coined
by some board members at the meet-
ing as the Hatfields versus the
McCoys,” said Carol Schwarz Greco,
whose family has strongly opposed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PusLic ScHooLs To CLosE

For CoLumBus DAy

All Westfield Public Schools
will be closed for students on
Monday, October 8, in obser-
vance of Columbus Day.

Teachers will utilize the day
for In-Service workshops.
School offices and the adminis-
trationbuildingwill remainopen
from 8 am. to 3 p.m.

AFTER GREAT DELIBERATION...Despite years of controversy, ShopRite

: N \
Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

held its official grand opening last Wednesday. Located at South Chestnut
Street and North Avenue, a traffic light has kept vehicles flowing smoothly.
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NATION
M o URNS

MATTHEW D. HORNING
MARsH & McLENNAN

Matthew Horning, 26

Editor’s Note: The following is be-
ing re-published dueto incorrect infor-
mation, which appeared in the original
article.

* k% * * %

“You really would have liked him,”
was the phrase Dana Horning used to
describe her brother, Matthew D.
Horning, 26, of Hoboken, formerly of
Scotch Plains. Mr. Horning is among
the 6,000 people missing after the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attack at the World
Trade Center.

A 1993 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr. Horning
had worked since August of 1999 in
data management for Marsh &
McLennan, a financial services firm,
located in Tower One (North Tower) of
the World Trade Center. Mr. Horning
was at work on the 95th floor when the
first plane struck the tower.

After the crash, he was in contact
with a colleague through text mes-
sages over awirel ess pager stating that
he was “O.K.” The messaging contin-
ued while Mr. Horning was attempting
to “get out” of the building but eventu-
ally subsided. He has not been seen or
heard from since and is presumed to
have perished in the disaster.

In addition to his sister, Dana, Mr.
Horning issurvived by hisparents, Kurt
and Diane Horning, and his paternal
grandmother, Ruth Horning, all of
ScotchPlains, and by hismaternal grand-
mother, Ruth Jannuzzi of Basking Ridge,
and MissMauraLandry, “theloveof his
life” as his sister described her.

An avid Jets and Mets fan, Mr.
Horningisdescribedasa“great friend,”
which hissister sayswasevident inthe
number of people who attended a
candlelight vigil in his memory the
Friday following the attack.

“He redly loved his family and
friends’ and had therareability to“just
accept people as they are” she re-
marked.

The family has planned a memorial
gathering for family and friends, to be
held at the Higgins Home for Funerals
on Mountain Boulevard in Watchung
on the evening of Friday, October 19.

A Memorial Masswill be celebrated
on Saturday, October 20, at 11 am. at
Our Lady of the Mount Church in
Warren. — James M. Foerst.

. . . . . . Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
BANNER OF PRIDE...Children at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield sign a special banner, which will be hung at
the school to show that the studentswer e accompanied by town officialsand parentsduring National Walk Our Children
to School Day.

S. Plains Planning Bd. OK's
Upgradesto Scotch HillsCC

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- On Monday
evening, the Scotch Plains Planning
Board unanimously approved areno-
vation plan for the township-owned
Scotch HillsCountry Club on Jerusa-
lem Road.

Board Chairman George Tomkin
explained to the public that because
the facility is owned by the town-
ship, site plan approval by the Plan-
ning Board was not required, but was
being presented to the board and the
public so that community residents
could have an opportunity to hear the
plans and give their input.

Notices were sent to residents liv-
ing within 200 feet of the facility
announcing the presentation.

Theplan callsfor therenovation of
the existing clubhouse building, in-
cluding new windows, furniture and
bathroomsthat are ADA (Americans
with DisabilitiesAct) compliant. The
construction of a new building, on
the opposite side of the parking lot,
will replace two existing trailersthat
are currently used to store golf carts
and maintenance equipment.

The parking lot will be resurfaced
and re-graded to incorporate more
spacesand theadditionof Belgianblock
will bringthel ot upto code. New bump-
out parking areas along Plainfield Av-
enueand Jerusalem Road will allow for
additiond street parking.

A new sidewalk on the Plainfield
Avenue perimeter of the golf course
will provide safer access from the
street parking to the new building.

Thenew, two-story building, which
will be approximately 35 feet by 55
feet, will make use of the existing
grading, such that the upper level
will be flush with the existing higher
ground and the lower level will be
flush with the lower-graded area,
allowing access to both floors from
ground level. The building will be of
decorative masonry and wood-frame
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with cedar siding and a shingle roof.

Thelowerlevel of the25,000-square-
foot building will house golf cartsand
mai ntenance equipment aswell aspro-
vide a maintenance area for workers.
The pro shop that currently exists in
the old clubhouse will bemovedtothe
upper level of the new building. A
small kitchenette will provide snacks
and lunch items with sesting for ap-
proximately 20. The entire building,
includingthebathrooms, will behandi-
capped-accessible. A patio area will
include four outdoor tables.

Thecost of the project isestimated
to be approximately $500,000, ac-
cording to Township Attorney Dou-
glas W. Hansen, who conducted the
presentation to the Planning Board.
The project will be funded by avari-
ety of matching grants, bonds and
notes and with funds from the
township’s Recreation Department
Community Trust Fund.

Ray Poerio, Director of Parks and
Recreation, explained to the board
and the public that the need for addi-
tional accessible parking has been
requested by the senior citizens of
Scotch Plains, who make up a large
portion of those who use the facility.

The engineering firm of Killam
Associatesin Millburn and thearchi-
tectural firm of Lauro Associates in
Kenilworth met with a group of se-
niors and community residents sev-
eral months ago to discuss the plans
and to garner their input on needed
renovations to the facility.

Cushioned chairs and more acces-
sible parking within a reasonable
walking distance to the clubhouse
were among their suggestions that
havebeenincorporatedintotheplans.

Salvatore Lauro of Lauro Associ-
atesArchitectsexplainedtotheboard
and the public that Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road will be widened
by ninefeet inthevicinity of the golf
course, in order to create bump out
parking areas, so that cars can safely
park along the roads, without back-
ing up into traffic lanes.

Additionally, afour-foot wideside-
walk will be placed along the perim-
eter to permit safer access from the
street parking to the clubhouses.

Mayor Martin L. Marks pointed

out that senior citizen use of thefacil-
ity makes up 43 percent of the 20,000
golf rounds per season, in addition to
the 100 seniors that meet at the facil-
ity on Tuesdays and 50 seniors who
meet there on Thursdays.

Paul Paparella, an engineer with
Killam Associates, told the board
that the parking spaces will be in-
creased from the existing 67 spaces
toatotal of 82 spaces, including four
handicapped spaces. Lighting fix-
turesin the parking lot and alongside
the street parking will be controlled
by timers and on only when needed.
Additionally, drainageimprovements
will aso be added to the property.

Mr. Paparella said that they hope
to get some of the work done this
winter and to complete the project
by early spring.

In response to a Plainfiedld Avenue
resdent who questioned the safety of
parkingaongPainfieldAvenue Mayor
Marksexplained that Police Chief Tho-
mas O’ Brien and thetraffic bureau gave
the plan a favorable review.

Mr. Hansen pointed out that the
clubhousehad historical significance
and called the building “the jewel of
Scotch Plains”

“It istime to polish the jewel,” he
said. The plans, he said, were not
ideal, because of the space limita-
tions of the golf course, but they
made the facility safer and more
user-friendly than before.

In other business, the Planning
Board voted to send aletter to State
Assemblymen and the Acting Gov-
ernor, objecting to a home-based
business hill that has been passed in
the State Assembly and will now go
before the Senate in November.

Thebill proposesto give state con-
trol to home-based business ordi-
nances, taking control away from in-
dividual municipalities. The legida
tion covers such aspects of home-
based businesses as client-parking
restrictions and grandfathers illegal
home-based businesses.

The board explained that their in-
tentions are not to limit or restrict
home-based businesses, but rather to
maintain municipal control over the
ordinance, and not relinquish ordi-
nance control to the state.
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WESTFIELD

POLICE
BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

It was reported that an unknown
person has been removing money from
an Elm Street medical office over the
past several weeks. The amount reported
missing is approximately $352, police
said, athough it is unknown how the
thefts occurred.

eDavid Bustos, 36, of Garwood

was arrested and charged with hindering
prosecution after he allegedly presented
afictitious driver’s license when he was
stopped for speeding at Embree Cres-
cent. He was released on his own recog-
nizance with a summons.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

*Unknown persons removed a re-
cessed light from the south end of the
gazebo at Mindowaskin Park.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

*A Central Avenue business reported

the theft of $250 in perfume.

Catering Hall

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
the appiication.

“My family believes that in the
best interest for the future of
Westfield, a second floor catering
facility does not belong in the down-
town,” shetold TheWestfield Leader.
“Unfortunately, | don't believe the
board saw what could be in the fu-
ture, amonumental parking problem
by approval of this high density up-
per-floor usewhen presently, thereis
a 450 to 500 parking space shortage
on the north side of town.”

Attorney Glenn C. Kienz, counsel
for thelocal property owner, advised
The Westfield Leader that an appeal
of the Planning Board's decision
could not beruled out. Presently, Mr.
Kienz continuesto attack the project
by filing an appea this week re-
questing that the Zoning Board of
Adjustment review the determina-
tion of the town's Zoning Officer
that both a catering facility and a
cooking school are permitted in that
zone.

That issue will be decided at the
Zoning Board of Adjustment meet-
ing scheduled for Monday, October
15.

Home Front,
Front Lines

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
mother of United StatesMarine Cap-
tain Matthew Gorbaty, admitted to
The Leader, “As a parent, you are
nervous.”

Mrs. Gorbaty spoke recently with
Matthew, who is stationed and train-
ing at Parris Island, S.C. With great
resolve in her voice she reported,
“Hewill do what the Commander in
Chief tells him to do.”

“He's a very good Marine,” she
said.

Westfield native William G.
Barton, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
WilliamR. Barton, hasbeenassigned
as a recruiter in Marleton for the
United States Navy, a position he
will hold for another three years.

The 23-year-old Petty Officer told
The Leader that he thinks President
Bushisdoing “an excellent job.” Mr.
Barton is especially encouraged by
the patriotism he finds himself en-
gulfed in since the terrible acts of
September 11.

The number of enlistees has also
amazed Mr. Barton, as he cited stu-
dentsintheir junior and senior years
of high school eager to sign up for
duty in the Armed Forces.

Mr. Barton, who is likely to re-
main at Fort Dix and not part of the
battle in the Middle East, said of the
students, “They readly want to do
something. They want to help their
country.”

Regarding Operation Enduring
Freedom, the young officer stated
that the conflict is“not awin or lose
thing.” He added, “They have been
fighting over religion for years. This
isawar to get rid of terrorism every-
where.”

The united front maintained by all
Americans, including Muslim-
Americans, has also encouraged Mr.
Barton.

“Even though what happened that
day was redly horrible” he said,
“people have put aside their cultural
and political differencesand become
aunited country. I'dliketo seeit stay
that way for along time.”

Ward Commission Weighing
Moving CacciolatoWard 3

accomplishmovingtheCacciolaneigh-
borhood, now in the southern part of
the Second Ward, into the Third Ward.

However by doing this, the Second
Ward becomes to small, 6,651, and
thus a section of the First Ward would
likely have to be shifted into the Sec-
ond Ward.

On the south side, a section of Bou-
levard over to Central Avenue is under
consideration to be moved from the
Third Ward to Fourth Ward. Several
neighborhoodsin the First Ward would
move into the Second Ward under the
plan including sections of Harrison
Street and Raymond Avenue.

Mr. Cockrentold reportersthat hefedls
thecurrent planonthetablefor discussion
cregtes an even greater discrepancy be-
tween the largest and smallest wards.

Under the current population, the
differencewoul d be 385 betweenwards
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one and two. Under the new plan being
looked at by the commission, the dis-
crepancy would jump to 700 between
the first and fourth wards.

Mr. De Simone emphasized that,
“this(Tuesday’sdeliberations) isadis-
cussion of several proposals.”

The commission will meet again on
Thursday, October 18, at 9:30 am. in
the Council Chambers, at which time
they will have a copy of the proposed
plan to review. The commission may
act on that proposal at the meeting,
which is open to, public for comment.

Intheevent anew ward map isvoted
on and ends in a 2-2 tie, Mr. Heeney
would cast the tie-breaking tally.

Any new map would not become
effective until January 1, 2002. Ms.
Fischer has said she would like the
processcompleted beforeElectionDay,
November 6.

Group Seeksto Move Bus Pickup
Area Out of South Ave. Lot

of the Cacciola Place lot for Westfield
resident commuters. He hopes the
Transportation, Parking and Traffic
Committee, which he chairs, will soon
recommend acceptance of a bid pro-
posal of $248,000 for the valet, or
stacked parking, plan for the South
Avenue lot.

The ordinance passed 6-2, with
Councilman Goldman and Council-
woman Claire Lazarowitz dissenting.

The council tabled action on an ordi-
nance that proposes to create a two-
hour residential permit parking zone
on Fairview Circle.

Ms. Lazarowitz said she has been
contacted by a half dozen residents
who are opposed to the restriction.

Councilman Sullivan said hehad not
heard of any opposition and, in fact,
has heard a number of favorable com-
ments when he recently visited the
neighborhood.

“Therewill becommuter parking on
this road if we do not pass this ordi-
nance, and | think itistheright thing to
do,” he stated.

Fairview Circle residents will be
contacted by mail to gauge their
thoughts on the proposed restriction.

On another matter, officials decided
to postpone action on implementing
restrictions on the starting times for
solidwastepickupsinresidential neigh-

October 10, 2001
October 18, 2001
November 7, 2001

October 15, 2001
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borhoods.

Following changes to an ordinance
introduced on first reading in Septem-
ber, the Solid Waste Committee rec-
ommended that the starting time for
pickups be moved to 5:30 am. instead
of 6 am. It also proposed that no resi-
dential streets be exempted in the law.
Thereiscurrently no restriction on the
books for solid waste collection times.

Thepreviousordinanceincludednine
streets for exemption from the ordi-
nance.

Acting Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Westfield Leader that
the council “had several reservations”
concerning the ordinance.

Among them were the central busi-
ness district and school zones, cur-
rently not included within the areasto
be impacted by the ordinance. The
council wanted to have further discus-
sion on these areas before moving
ahead with reintroduction of the ordi-
nance.

During the public comment section
of the meeting, Greg Ryan of Orenda
Circle, a local Boy Scout, spoke of
installing a handicapped accessible
playground at Mindowaskin Park for
his Eagle Scout project.

The project would be supported
through private donations he plans to
raise.
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