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SCOTCH PLAINS – FANWOOD

From Their Home Front to Front Lines,
Area Military Ready War on Terrorism

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Times

“He’s on the right track,”
said Rear Admiral Timothy
Beard, 3rd of President George
W. Bush’s plan to terminate
terrorism through Operation
Enduring Freedom. “He is
being very cautious, very prag-
matic and he is preparing so
that that we, as a nation, can
accomplish the goals to keep
America safe.”

A former Westfield resident, Adm.
Beard echoed what several area resi-
dents and military officials have said
since terrorists took the lives of al-
most 7,000 individuals on Septem-
ber 11 – they’re ready, willing and
behind President Bush.

Since that horrific day, William
Sheppard, Fanwood resident and
Public Affairs Officer for the New
Jersey Naval Militia Joint Command,
has been attending victims’ funerals
all over the state and pitching in at
“ground zero.”

A Vietnam veteran, Mr. Sheppard
was proud to report, “There has been
an influx of many young people in
Generation X, who don’t have a ve-
hicle for community service enlist-
ing with the Armed Forces to combat
terrorism.”

Those individuals who might be
apprehensive about serving are
“thinking of the old military, like
Vietnam,” according to Mr. Sheppard.

“This is a new war we’ll be fight-
ing,” he said. “Patience is absolutely
the biggest priority.”

Shortly after the attacks on the
World Trade Center and The Penta-

gon, Mr. Sheppard was called to
active duty.

According to the
Fact Sheet issued by
The New Jersey Na-
val Militia Joint
Command, in the
first nine days since
the attacks on Sep-
tember 11, the orga-
nization has served
in the following ca-
pacity:

•Provided 7,150 hours or mandays.
Mandays are defined as the “account-
ing of a person for one day in formal
Navy training in NITRAS (Navy In-
tegrated Training Resources and
Administration System).

•New Jersey Task Force 1-Disaster
Medical Assistance Team activated
by the U.S. Public Health Services
for New York City, New York State
and New Jersey.

•Commanded and served in New
Jersey National Guard Joint Opera-
tions Command at Fort Dix.

•Provided Chaplain support to New
Jersey National Guard and FBI in
New Jersey and New York.

•Provided material management
support to Bayonne Depot.

•Provided truck and bus drivers as
requested.

•Provided water-borne support to
New Jersey National Guard and Port
Authority at the George Washington

Bridge and between Liberty State
Park and New York City.

•Provided liaison between New Jer-
sey National Guard and FBI person-
nel.

•Activated its Legal Unit to sup-
port National Guard as needed.

•Provided building and ground se-
curity for National Guard Headquar-
ters in Fort Dix.

•Provided small boat support to
United States Coast Guard Station in
Sandy Hook for three nights.

Adm. Beard, who founded the
Naval Militia Joint Command, told
The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, “A ground war will be
different (in Afghanistan), but our
military personnel know exactly what
they’re going up against.”

Regarding the number of Armed
Forces enlistees, Adm. Beard added
to Mr. Sheppard’s comments, “They
say volunteerism is dead. I have to
disagree with that. Vietnam veterans
are coming back, and even some that
are too old to serve. Everyone from
their late teens to 60s are volunteer-
ing. They just want to do some-
thing.”

“When issues are there and time is
of the essence,” said Adm. Beard,
“people will step forward and be-
come leaders and heroes. They want
to serve their fellow citizens.

When asked, “Can we win this
war?” Adm. Beard responded, “Ab-

solutely. There is no doubt about it.”
“My boats are prepared. My people

are prepared, enthusiastic and very
concerned,” the Admiral said. “A
good defense is preparedness.”

Colonel John Dwyer, Public Af-
fairs Officer for the New Jersey De-
partment of Military and Veterans
Affairs in Lawrenceville, reported
that as of press time, only 50 air
police had been mobilized to
McGuire Air Force Base near Fort
Dix in Wrightstown, with a 177
Fighter Wing positioned in Atlantic
City.

Otherwise, Col. Dwyer said it was
impossible to predict how many lo-
cal or state residents would be mobi-
lized to fight for their country.

“It’s impossible to speculate,” he
said, “because nobody has yet to
define this mission.”

Thomas Cusimano of Westfield,
who retired from the U.S. Army on
July 1, said he would re-volunteer for
service.

When asked if he considers Presi-
dent Bush’s strategy against the ter-
rorists to be effective, Mr. Cusimano
said, “It is a patient, well thought out
approach instead of a knee-jerk reac-
tion which would not be successful
in bringing these people to justice.”

Dianne Gorbaty of Westfield, the
mother of United States Marine Cap-
tain Matthew Gorbaty, admitted to
The Times, “As a parent, you are
nervous.”

Mrs. Gorbaty spoke recently with
Matthew, who is stationed and train-
ing at Parris Island, S.C. With great
resolve in her voice she reported,

ON THE DEFENSE:
A Series on Our Military
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S. Plains Planning Bd. OKs
Upgrades to Scotch Hills CC

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

On Monday evening, the Scotch
Plains Planning Board unanimously
approved a renovation plan for the
township-owned Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club on Jerusalem Road.

Board Chairman George Tomkin
explained to the public that because
the facility is owned by the town-
ship, site plan approval by the Plan-
ning Board was not required, but was
being presented to the board and the
public  so that community residents
could have an opportunity to hear the
plans and give their input.

Notices were sent to residents liv-
ing within 200 feet of the facility
announcing the presentation.

The plan calls for the renovation of
the existing clubhouse building, in-

cluding new windows, furniture and
bathrooms that are ADA (Americans
with Disabilities Act) compliant. The
construction of a new building, on
the opposite side of the parking lot,
will replace two existing trailers that
are currently used to store golf carts
and maintenance equipment.

The parking lot will be resurfaced
and re-graded to incorporate more
spaces and the addition of Belgian
block will bring the lot up to code.
New bump-out parking areas along
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road will allow for additional street
parking.

A new sidewalk on the Plainfield
Avenue perimeter of the golf course
will provide safer access from the
street parking to the new building.

The new, two-story building, which

will be approximately 35 feet by 55
feet, will make use of the existing
grading, such that the upper level
will be flush with the existing higher
ground and the lower level will be
flush with the lower-graded area,
allowing access to both floors from
ground level. The building will be of
decorative masonry and wood-frame
with cedar siding and a shingle roof.

The lower level of the 25,000-
square-foot building will house golf
carts and maintenance equipment as
well as provide a maintenance area
for workers. The pro shop that cur-
rently exists in the old clubhouse
will be moved to the upper level of
the new building. A small kitchen-
ette will provide snacks and lunch
items with seating for approximately
20. The entire building, including
the bathrooms, will be handicap-
accessible. A patio area will include
four outdoor tables.

The cost of the project is estimated
to be approximately $500,000, ac-
cording to Township Attorney Dou-
glas Hansen, who conducted the pre-
sentation to the Planning Board. The
project will be funded with a variety
of matching grants, bonds and notes
and with funds by the township’s
Recreation Department Community
Trust Fund.

Ray Porreo, Director of Parks and
Recreation, explained to the board
and the public that the need for addi-
tional accessible parking has been
requested by the senior citizens of
Scotch Plains, who make up a large
portion of those who use the facility.

The engineering firm of Killam
Associates in Millburn and the archi-
tectural firm of Lauro Associates in
Kenilworth met with a group of se-
niors and community residents sev-
eral months ago to discuss the plans
and to garner their input on needed
renovations to the facility.

Cushioned chairs and more acces-
sible parking within a reasonable
walking distance to the clubhouse
were among their suggestions that
have been incorporated into the plans.

Legislative District 22 Race Heats Up Again
As Suliga Challenges Campbell to 11 Debates

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

After laying low for a few weeks
following the terrorist attacks on New
York City and the Pentagon last
month, candidates for local and state
offices are beginning to reemerge in
a slightly abbreviated push for votes
on Tuesday, November 6.

For the first time in a decade,
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will not be represented by
the same legislative district. Instead,
Westfield will be in the 21st district,
while Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will be in the 22nd, along with Clark,
Fanwood, Linden, Plainfield,
Rahway, Winfield, Dunellen,
Middlesex, Green Brook and North
Plainfield.

The candidates for State Senate
from the 22nd District include Demo-
cratic Assemblyman Joseph S. Suliga
of Linden and Republican Milt
Campbell of Plainfield. Mr. Suliga

has served in the Assembly since
1994 and is currently City Treasurer
in his hometown. Mr. Campbell, who
is making his maiden run for elective
office, was a silver medallist in the
Olympic decathlon in 1952 and a
gold medallist in the 1956 games.

Just this week, with the campaign
suddenly entering the homestretch,
Mr. Suliga challenged his opponent
to a series of 11 debates in 11 towns
that, he said, would allow “the local
citizens to cut through the packaging
of candidates and observe first-hand
the plans and ideas of the people who
want to represent them in Trenton.”

Mr. Suliga told The Times of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood on Tuesday that
he has been informed that Mr.
Campbell would be “delighted” to
take part in such forums.

Mr. Suliga said the issues he and
his two running mates have been
talking about included, first and fore-
most, property taxes and education.

“These are large issues that concern
everyone,” he said.

However, he added that he’s also
been talking about some other areas
that don’t necessarily receive a much
attention. One is the deregulation of

the electricity industry and all utili-
ties, “something which will have a
major impact” after the five-year,
phase-in period. Another is the cable
television industry, which, “through

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PICTURES OF 32 MAYORS PROVIDE HISTORICAL ROADMAP

History, Past And Present, Line
Walls of SP Council Chambers

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Visitors to the Municipal Build-
ing in Scotch Plains will notice
something new in the Council
Chambers where the Township
Council and Municipal Court meet.

Photographs of 32 township may-
ors — past and present — now line
the walls of the room and provide a
roadmap of sorts into township his-

tory. Many of the pictures, Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins
explained, were, for years, in the
custody of Township Clerk Bar-
bara Riepe. Earlier this year, she
figured that the photos might have
some value, so she turned them
over to the township’s historical
society.

In turn, historical society Presi-
dent Richard Bosquet, in consulta-
tion with Mayor Martin L. Marks,
concluded that the next thing to do
with the photos would be to display
them.

The first photographs were hung
early in the summer. In groupings
of six, the photos are displayed in
glass-covered frames that are about
an inch deep.

Mayor Marks and his immediate
predecessor, Geri M. Samuel, are
the most recent mayors on display.
Photos and portraits of prior may-

ors dating back to the 19th century
have also been hung.

There’s Levi Darby, who was
mayor in 1878 and John T. Marsh,
who served from 1879 to 1881. The
longest-serving mayor on display
was Ira G. Walker, who served from
1907 to 1917. More recently, one
can see Alan M. Augustine, the late
Assemblyman who served as mayor
in 1979, 1991 and 1996. Even more
recently, there are the photographs
of the rotating group of Republi-
cans who served as mayor during
the GOP’s control of the township
council throughout the 1980s and
much of the 1990s: Alice Agran
(1981), Irene Schmidt (1984, 1987,
1992 and 1997), Jo-Anne Spatola
(1990), William F. McClintock, Jr.
(1994), Gabe Spera (1985 and
1988), Joan Papen (1986, 1989,
1993 and 1998) and Bob Johnston
(1995).

Ingrid McKinley for The Times
ISN’T SHE LOVELY?…During the sixth annual Fanny Wood Day on Sunday, 10-year-old Kathryn DeCataldo, center,
of Scotch Plains, was named Little Miss Fanny Wood 2001. Kathryn was joined by fellow winners Anne Whitaker (Most
Sophisticated), Cassie Caminiti (Best Smile), Rebecca Chaven (Most Authentic), Susie Gonch (Fanwood Knowledge),
Lisa Schardien (Best Stage Presence), and Elyse Nussenfeld (Best Costume). The contest was sponsored by Enchantments
of Fanwood.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SPECIAL HONOR…Mayor Martin L. Marks granted a special resolution
honoring and thanking Laura Swidersky for her work in the township. Mrs.
Swidersky worked for nearly 40 years as a staff member of the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department. The resolution was announced during Scotch Plains Day
on Saturday. The activities were planned by the Scotch Plains Business &
Professional Association (SPBPA), the Parks and Recreation Commission, the
Health Department, the Lions Club and the Fanwood Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
FALL SPLENDOR…Scotch Plains Day was accented by a combination of fall
decorations and American flags. Pumpkins, mums, bales of hay, corn stalks and
scarecrows composed the harvest landscape in front of the municipal building.
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Hey! Hayrides

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Flower Bulbs

Trees
Shrubs
& Perennials
20% -
70%Off

Hayrides,
Ponyrides
& Pumpkins!

Hayrides:
Thu-Fri 3pm-5pm
Sat. & Sun 10am-5pm
Columbus Day 10am-5pm
Ponyrides:
Sat. & Sun., Mon. 10am-5pm

Final Week
Ends 10/09
Final Week
Ends 10/09

All Bulbs

20% Off

•Plant Now for Spring Beauty
•Hundreds of Varieties
•Daffs, Crocus, and Others too!

October 10, 2001
October 18, 2001
November 7, 2001

North Plainfield Library
Roselle Park Library
Union Library

1:00 PM & 7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

October 15, 2001 Plainfield Library 1:00 PM & 7:00 PM

“He will do what the Commander
in Chief tells him to do.”

“He’s a very good Marine,” she
said.

Westfield native William G.
Barton, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
William R. Barton, has been as-
signed as a recruiter in Marlton for
the United States Navy, a position
he will hold for another three years.

The 23-year-old Petty Officer
told The Times that he thinks Presi-
dent Bush is doing “an excellent
job.” Mr. Barton is especially en-
couraged by the patriotism he finds
himself engulfed in since the ter-
rible acts of September 11.

The number of enlistees has also
amazed Mr. Barton, as he cited
students in their junior and senior
years of high school eager to sign
up for duty in the Armed Forces.

Mr. Barton, who is likely to re-
main at Fort Dix and not part of the
battle in the Middle East, said of
the students, “They really want to
do something. They want to help
their country.”

Regarding Operation Enduring
Freedom, the young officer stated
that the conflict is “not a win or
lose thing.” He added, “They have
been fighting over religion for
years. This is a war to get rid of
terrorism everywhere.”

The united front maintained by
all Americans, including Muslim-

O U R

N A T I O N

M O U R N S

MATTHEW D. HORNING
MARSH & MCLENNAN
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S. Plains Planning Bd. OKs
Upgrades to Scotch Hills CC
Salvatore Lauro of Lauro Associ-

ates Architects explained to the board
and the public that Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road will be widened
by nine feet in the vicinity of the golf
course, in order to create bump out
parking areas, so that cars can safely
park along the roads, without back-
ing up into traffic lanes.

Additionally, a four-foot wide side-
walk will be placed along the pe-
rimeter to permit safer access from
the street parking to the clubhouses.

Mayor Martin L. Marks pointed
out that senior citizen use of the
facility makes up 43 percent of the
20,000 golf rounds per season, in
addition to the 100 seniors that
meet at the facility on Tuesdays
and 50 seniors who meet there on
Thursdays.

Paul Paparella, an engineer with
Killam Associates, told the board
that the parking spaces will be in-
creased from the existing 67 spaces
to a total of 82 spaces, including
four handicap spaces. Lighting fix-
tures in the parking lot and along-
side the street parking will be con-
trolled by timers and on only when
needed. Additionally, drainage im-
provements will also be added to
the property.

Mr. Paparella said that they hope
to get some of the work done this
winter and to complete the project
by early spring.

In response to a Plainfield Av-
enue resident who questioned the

safety of parking along Plainfield
Avenue, Mayor Marks explained
that Police Chief Thomas O’Brien
and the traffic bureau gave the plan
a favorable review.

Mr. Hansen pointed out that the
clubhouse had historical signifi-
cance and called the building “the
jewel of Scotch Plains.”

“It is time to polish the jewel,” he
said. The plans, he said, were not
ideal, because of the space limita-
tions of the golf course, but they
made the facility safer and more
user-friendly than before.

In other business, the Planning
Board voted to send a letter to State
Assemblymen and the Acting Gov-
ernor, objecting to a home-based
business bill that has been passed in
the State Assembly and will now
go before the Senate in November.

The bill proposes to give state
control to home-based business or-
dinances, taking control away from
individual municipalities. The leg-
islation covers such aspects of
home-based businesses as client-
parking restrictions and grandfa-
thers illegal home-based busi-
nesses.

The board explained that their
intentions are not to limit or re-
strict home-based businesses, but
rather to maintain municipal con-
trol over the ordinance, and not
relinquish ordinance control to the
state.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
A Hunter Avenue resident reported

finding the length of the passenger side
scratched on his vehicle. The incident
occurred overnight while parked at the
resident’s home.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
The theft of a bicycle was reported

from an open garage on Algonquin Drive
sometime in the past several days.

A motorist reported that his vehicle
was struck while traveling on Mountain
Avenue near Victor Street by an un-
known object causing minor damage.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
Kenneth Boger, 18, Kelan Doyle, 19,

both of Westfield, and William Jeans,
18, of Scotch Plains, were arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
under 50 grams during an officer’s in-
vestigation of suspicious activity on
Knollwood Drive.

Someone damaged the new sidewalks
on Mountain Avenue, near Rolling
Knolls.

Police received a report of the theft of
three pocketbooks during a function held
at the Scotch Hills Country Club.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area Military Officials Ready
War Against Terrorism

Americans, has also encouraged
Mr. Barton.

“Even though what happened
that day was really horrible,” he
said, “people have put aside their
cultural and political differences
and become a united country. I’d
like to see it stay that way for a
long time.”

Matthew Horning, 26
Editor’s Note: The following is be-

ing re-published due to incorrect infor-
mation, which appeared in the original
article.

*  *  *  *  *
 “You really would have liked him,”

was the phrase Dana Horning used to
describe her brother, Matthew D.
Horning, 26, of Hoboken, formerly of
Scotch Plains. Mr. Horning is among
the 6,000 people missing after the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attack at the World
Trade Center.

A 1993 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr. Horning
had worked since August of 1999 in
data management for Marsh &
McLennan, a financial services firm,
located in Tower One (North Tower) of
the World Trade Center. Mr. Horning
was at work on the 95th floor when the
first plane struck the tower.

After the crash, he was in contact
with a colleague through text mes-
sages over a wireless pager stating that
he was “O.K.” The messaging contin-
ued while Mr. Horning was attempting
to “get out” of the building but eventu-
ally subsided. He has not been seen or
heard from since and is presumed to
have perished in the disaster.

In addition to his sister, Dana, Mr.
Horning is survived by his parents, Kurt
and Diane Horning, and his paternal
grandmother, Ruth Horning, all of
Scotch Plains, and by his maternal grand-
mother, Ruth Jannuzzi of Basking Ridge,
and Miss Maura Landry, “the love of his
life,” as his sister described her.

An avid Jets and Mets fan, Mr.
Horning is described as a “great friend,”
which his sister says was evident in the
number of people who attended a
candlelight vigil in his memory the
Friday following the attack.

“He really loved his family and
friends” and had the rare ability to “just
accept people as they are,” she re-
marked.

The family has planned a memo-
rial gathering for family and friends,
to be held at the Higgins Home for
Funerals on Mountain Boulevard in
Watchung on the evening of Friday,
October 19.

A Memorial Mass will be celebrated
on Saturday, October 20, at 11 a.m. at
Our Lady of the Mount Church in
Warren. – James M. Foerst.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Legislative Race
deregulation, has caused higher rates
and monopolization.”

Mr. Suliga said he supports legis-
lation currently pending in Trenton
that would request the U.S. Con-
gress to permit states to fully regu-
late the cable television industry.

The Assembly candidates in the
22nd District are Democrats Linda
d. Stender and Assemblyman Jerry
Green and Republicans Gabe Spera
and Patricia Walsh.

Mrs. Stender, a former Fanwood
Mayor and Councilwoman, is cur-
rently in her third term on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers while Assemblyman Green, a
former county freeholder, has repre-
sented the old 17th District since
1992.

Mr. Spera is a former Mayor and
Councilman in Scotch Plains and
headed the local GOP organization.
Ms. Walsh currently serves as Mayor
of Green Brook and ran for the Re-
publican nomination for U.S. Con-
gress last year.

Mr. Spera said the Republican team
has been stressing several issues, par-
ticularly the marine trash transfer sta-
tion in Linden, which he told The Times
was “the result of machine politics in
Union County, from (State Senator
Raymond) Lesniak all the way down.”

Mr. Spera criticized Freeholder
Stender for voting for the transfer
station, especially “if she considers
herself an environmentalist.”

“It will affect the water in the Kill
Van Kull,” he said, “and the people
of Linden haven’t had an opportu-
nity to speak their minds” on the
matter.

Mr. Spera also said Mrs. Stender
was “no friend to kids who want to
play baseball in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood” because, he said, she had
promised two years ago to support a
new park in the county-owned
Ashbrook Reservation, but “then she
reneged on that promise.”

The Republican team is also ad-
dressing how to fund local school
systems in the state other than via
local property tax levies. “If we con-
tinue to depend on property taxes,”
Mr. Spera said, “we’re going to lose
senior citizens.”

S. Plains Set to Act on Agreement
For Leaf Disposal With Westfield

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
leaves on the trees beginning to turn
— and eventually fall —the Scotch
Plains Township Council is likely to
act next week to secure a leaf collec-
tion and disposal agreement, an ar-
rangement whose costs will be shared
with Westfield.

At its regular meeting next Tues-
day, the council is expected to award
a contract for leaf disposal to S.
Rotondi & Sons, who performed the
same service last year. The com-
pany submitted a bid of $1.75 per
cubic yard of leaves, which was
slightly lower than last year’s rate of
$1.89.

The council also, at its Tuesday

evening conference meeting, heard
Mayor Martin L. Marks talk about
the parking situation at Brookside
Park on Hetfield Avenue.

“There are times when the park-
ing gets very crowded,” he said,
noting that, especially during soft-
ball league games, the parking lots
are not large enough to accommo-
date all the cars, resulting in ve-
hicles being parked on the grass and
up against trees.

“It’s not a good situation,” stated.
Mayor Marks said the Township

Environmental Commission pointed
out the situation to him, leading him
to propose a possible ordinance de-
tailing where parking is and isn’t
permitted. Given that there is park-
ing available across Hetfield Avenue,

Mr. Marks said there was “abso-
lutely no need” for people to park on
the grass.

He instructed Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins to speak with
Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas
O’Brien about the situation before
any new ordinance is formally intro-
duced.

Councilwoman Paulette F.
Coronato said that on Wednesday,
October 10, the Counseling Depart-
ment at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School will sponsor a ceremony
of “Reflection and Renewal” to honor
the victims of the September 11 at-
tacks and “reaffirm and celebrate the
strength of the community.” The cer-
emony will be held in the high school
gym at 7:30 p.m.

Ward Commission Weighing
Moving Cacciola to Ward 3

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A commission is
looking into changing the political
boundaries of Westfield’s four
wards based on the 2000 U.S. Cen-
sus. Their main struggle is trying to
unite a minority voting block, lo-
cated on the south side of the train
tracks, without creating too much
of a discrepancy in overall popula-
tion between the wards. Each of the
wards has two representatives on
the Westfield Town Council.

The commission, officially cre-
ated Tuesday afternoon by existing
state statute, consists of Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney and the four mem-
bers of the Union County Board of
Elections: June S. Fischer of Scotch
Plains, Mary Ellen Harris of
Kenilworth, John De Simone of
Clark and Teresa R. Hale of Hill-
side. Ms. Fischer, who chairs the
County Board, and Ms. Hale are
Democrats and Mr. De Simone and
Ms. Harris are Republicans.

The re-examination of ward
boundaries, required by state stat-
ute, requires that the largest ward’s
population cannot be 10 percent
greater than the smallest ward. Un-
der the 2000 census, the First Ward,
at 7,575, is the largest ward, fol-
lowed by the Fourth Ward, 7,532;
the Third Ward, 7,347; and the Sec-
ond Ward, 7,190.

Westfield Third Ward Council-
woman Claire Lazarowitz ex-
plained that the Cacciola Place
neighborhood feels their voting
block is being divided, possibly on
purpose.

Ms. Lazarowitz said she feels the
boundary between the second and
fourth wards, which goes down the
middle of Cacciola Place, “needs
to go the natural geographic con-
figuration,” namely the train tracks.

“Otherwise, it seems as though
we are dividing people up in neigh-

borhoods,” she told the commis-
sion. She said that the area in-
cludes a population that is mostly
black, Hispanic and older Italian
residents.

Ms. Lazarowitz indicated that
these residents “really feel like
they’re being divided on purpose.”

The current configuration of the
Second Ward hops the train tracks
and includes Cacciola Place, Sus-
sex Street, Ross Place, Stirling
Place, and a section each of
Carleton Road, Ripley Place and
Central Avenue.

It is the only ward that goes over
the railroad tracks that run east to
west, thus dividing the north and
south sides of town.

“It’s the one thing that has
haunted me for over 10 years,” Ms.
Fischer stated after the meeting
adjourned.

During the hour-long meeting on
Tuesday afternoon, commission
members weighed a number of op-
tions to try and place the Cacciola
and surrounding neighborhoods
back into the Third Ward for the
first time in 20 years. There was
only a minor redraw of ward bound-
aries in 1991.

However, by just moving the 529
persons in the Cacciola neighbor-
hood from the Second to the Third
Ward, the town’s smallest ward be-
comes even smaller and wouldn’t
stand-up to the 10 percent rule,
said Town Attorney Robert
Cockren, who is the attorney ap-
pointed to advise the commission.

“If you (the commission) tinker,
I think you are going to be dicing
and slicing everywhere,” Mr.
Cockren advised commission mem-
bers.

Ms. Fischer responded, “I totally
understand, but we have to come
up with a remedy” to solve the
Cacciola Place dilemma without
causing too many additional
changes to the existing wards.

The commission is studying a
proposal that would move part of
the current First Ward into the Sec-
ond Ward and a piece of the Third

Ward into the Fourth Ward in order
to accomplish moving the Cacciola
neighborhood, now in the southern
part of the Second Ward, into the
Third Ward.

However by doing this, the Sec-
ond Ward becomes to small, 6,651,
and thus a section of the First Ward
would likely have to be shifted into
the Second Ward.

On the south side, a section of
Boulevard over to Central Avenue
is under consideration to be moved
from the Third Ward to Fourth Ward.
Several neighborhoods in the First
Ward would move into the Second
Ward under the plan including sec-
tions of Harrison Street and
Raymond Avenue.

Mr. Cockren told reporters that
he feels the current plan on the
table for discussion creates an even
greater discrepancy between the
largest and smallest wards.

Under the current population, the
difference would be 385 between
wards one and two. Under the new
plan being looked at by the com-
mission, the discrepancy would
jump to 700 between the first and
fourth wards.

Mr. De Simone emphasized that,
“this (Tuesday’s deliberations) is a
discussion of several proposals.”

The commission will meet again
on Thursday, October 18, at 9:30
a.m. in the Council Chambers, at
which time they will have a copy of
the proposed plan to review. The
commission may act on that pro-
posal at the meeting, which is open
to, public for comment.

In the event a new ward map is
voted on and ends in a 2-2 tie, Mr.
Heeney would cast the tie-break-
ing tally.

Any new map would not become
effective until January 1, 2002. Ms.
Fischer has said she would like the
process completed before Election
Day, November 6.
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