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Westfield
Town Council

Reid Edles (D)
Reid Edles, Democratic candidate

for the First Ward seat on the Westfield
Town Council, has made traffic safety
a major issue on his agenda.

Westfield
Town Council

Susan Jacobson (D)
This spring, Susan Jacobson, the

Democratic candidate for Westfield
Town Council in the Fourth Ward,
attended a tour of the proposed site
of a new field at Tamaques Park.

“While I applaud the Recreation
Commission for constantly seeking
ways to provide high quality pro-
grams for our children, I question
their recommendation to use the site
frequently referred to as ‘Section 51’
as a possible site for new fields,” Ms.
Jacobson said.

Noting that this site has been a
“town dump” for a long period of
time, Ms. Jacobson believes that this
area is very likely to be contami-
nated.

“Westfield residents do not want
their children playing on fields that
pose a serious health risk,” Ms.
Jacobson said. “This potential threat
to our children is sufficient reason
for me to question the use of this area
as a field.”

Ms. Jacobson believes environ-
mental testing of core samples must
be done before there is any further
discussion of this site as a playing
field.

“We also need to have an estimate
of what a project like this will cost
our taxpayers,” she added.

Ms. Jacobson also expressed con-
cern regarding the proposal because
it will necessitate cutting down trees
for a parking area.

“This troubles me a great deal,”
she said. “Removing trees in this
area can create drainage problems
and possible road flooding.”

The candidate has talked with resi-
dents whose homes back up along
this area of the park. She said they
have expressed concern because they
believe the buffer of a stream and
some trees is no guarantee that the
noise level will not reach them. Fur-
thermore, lights installed for night
play will certainly have a negative
effect on these property owners.

Ms. Jacobson also stated that she
understands the importance of hav-
ing sufficient fields for Westfield
children to use. However, her most
important priority is for the safety of
our children.

“The Recreation Commission
should address the maintenance and
care of our existing fields before we
can even consider adding new fields,”
she said.

Heat Up Your Relationship With a 

“Weekend to Remember”!
Get away with your spouse to a FamilyLife Marriage Conference

for fun, encouragement, and practical steps to help your marriage grow.
You’ll experience a fun, romantic weekend together and learn how to:  

• Avoid the five threats to oneness
• Clarify your role as a husband or wife
• Resolve conflict in your marriage
• Maintain a vital sexual relationship
• And much more!

A “Weekend to Remember” 
is coming soon!

Bringing Timeless Principles Home
FAMILYLIFETM

Is Your Coffee
the Only ThingGetting Cold?

Parsippany Hilton
Family Life Conference

November 2 - 4
or

November 16 - 18
For Information:

Call Tom and Claire Byrne at

(908) 233-8675

Westfield
Town Council
Neil F. Sullivan(R)

WESTFIELD – Westfield Repub-
lican Third Ward Councilman Neil
F. Sullivan joined with hundreds of
other Westfield parents yesterday,
October 3, in participating in “Walk
Our Children to School Day.”

Mr. Sullivan, noting that he is a
“strong advocate” for improved pe-
destrian safety, both near our schools
and in the downtown, joined his
daughter Katie, a second grader, in
walking to Jefferson School.

“Besides being a fun activity for
parents and caregivers to share with
their children, Walk Our Children to
School Day also serves an important
purpose. Adult walkers identify and
report dozens of potential hazards
and suggest improvements that will
be acted upon by the Westfield Po-
lice Department and Department of
Public Works to make the trip safer
for children.

“Drivers will also see the larger
number of pedestrians – and be re-
minded that they need to operate
their vehicles with extra care in the
hours children are traveling to and
from school.

“I think all of us on council under-
stand the importance – and are com-
mitted to following through on the
steps we need to take – to make our
streets safer.”

In fact, all the children participat-
ing were entered into a raffle to see
which one would be joined by Mayor
Gregory S. McDermott on their walk
to school. Several of the school prin-
cipals joined one of their students
who were selected in similar raffles
on a school-by-school basis.

The Partnership for a Walkable
America established Walk Our
Children to School Day to encour-
age parents to walk to school with
their children in an effort to pro-
mote physical activity, pedestrian
safety and to become aware of the
difficulties children face on their
trip each day.

As current chairman of the council’s
Transportation Parking and Traffic
Committee, and former chairman of
the Public Safety Committee, Coun-
cilman Sullivan said he has helped
lead Westfield’s efforts to implement
traffic calming measures throughout
town, especially in areas where there
is high pedestrian traffic.

“I am proud that we have made
improvements such as better signage,
added crossing guards, more enforce-
ment and increased awareness, but
we need to continue to improve our
efforts. I fully support Police Chief
(Bernard F.) Tracy’s programs to re-
duce speeding on our roads,” Mr.
Sullivan stated.

“Safer roads and sidewalks are the
responsibility of the entire commu-
nity. We need to continue to work on
all three tenets of implementation –
Education, Enforcement and Engi-
neering,” he added.

Mr. Sullivan applauded the
BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and
Kids Entitled to Safety) group, the
various school principals, teachers
and other officials for their partici-
pation in organizing the events,
which were held at each elemen-
tary school.

For the second consecutive year,
the Jefferson School event was co-
chaired by Jefferson’s BRAKES co-
chairs, Councilman Sullivan’s wife,
Susan, and Madeline LaRusso.

The first event was launched in
1997 in Chicago. Since then, the
event has grown considerably. In
the year 2000 there were over two
million walkers from nine coun-
tries across the globe. This year
walkers from more than 18 coun-
tries were expected to participate
including the United States,
Canada, Great Britain, Australia,
Cyprus, Sweden, Brazil, Ireland,
New Zealand, Spain, India, France,
Denmark, Italy, Chile, Mexico,
Germany and Argentina.

Suliga Measure Would Protect Benefits
Of State’s Public Safety Professionals

State Senate
Ellen Steinberg (D)
Ellen Steinberg of Chatham,

Democratic candidate for the State
Senate from District 21, will hold
receptions in each of the 16 munici-
palities in the district.

In Westfield, Ms. Steinberg will
hold a reception on Sunday, October
14, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the home
of Harriet and Mickey Diamond, 490
Otisco Way.

New Jersey has 40 legislative dis-
tricts, each containing around
210,000 people. The 21st District
includes Mountainside, Springfield,
Cranford, Garwood, Roselle Park,
Berkeley Heights, New Providence
and Summit in Union County;
Chatham Township, Harding, Long
Hill and Madison in Morris County;
Millburn in Essex County, and
Watchung and Warren in Somerset
County.

For more information on the
Westfield reception, please call (908)
687-8500.

RAHWAY – Assemblyman Joseph
Suliga, the Democratic candidate for
the State Senate in the 22nd Legisla-
tive District, has proposed legislation
protecting the benefits of public safety
professionals who are injured in the
course of search and rescue task force
operations in another state, such as
the World Trade Center tragedy, as
well as in all parts of New Jersey.

Mr. Suliga said, “One of the prod-

ucts of the tragedy on September 11,
2001, was the realization that safety
professionals who happen to be at the
scene or those who went to New York
to volunteer were endangering their
benefits if they were injured or killed.”

Joining Mr. Suliga at a recent press
conference about the issue were the
heads of the State Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association, Fraternal Or-
der of Police, Firemen’s Mutual Be-

nevolent Association and the Profes-
sional Firefighters Association, as well
as firefighters, police and other public
safety professionals.

Mr. Suliga explained that under his
proposal, a public safety professional
who undertakes search and rescue
actions in response to an emergency
in other parts of New Jersey or an-
other state would have his or her
benefits protected.

“In the time of crisis, such as the
World Trade Center emergency, we
did not have time to distinguish be-
tween New York and New Jersey vol-
unteers,” he said.

“Our professionals who undertook
search and rescue missions in another
state were responding to humanitar-
ian needs. If in the course of that
effort, a professional was injured or
killed, we have the obligation to pro-
vide benefits. The fact that the injury
takes place outside of their territorial
jurisdiction should not matter.”

Under Mr. Suliga’s bill, protection
would apply to both emergencies
within New Jersey and out of state.

Assemblyman Suliga has received
notification from Assemblyman Nicho-
las Asselta, Chairman of the Assembly
State Government Committee, that Mr.
Asselta has agreed to co-sponsor this
piece of legislation and has pledged to
assist in its rapid consideration by the
New Jersey State Legislature.

The 22nd District, as per redistrict-
ing completed this past spring, in-
cludes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Political Election Coverage 2001
Mr. Edles, a 15-year member of

the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
and a former Washington, D.C. po-
lice officer, said he “is extremely
concerned about speeding on streets
in the First Ward as well as several
intersections that have had a history
of accidents.”

“Dudley Avenue, North Chestnut
Street and Mountain Avenue are three
streets that need to have the speed
limit strictly enforced,” Mr. Edles
said. “Therefore, as a Councilman, I
would insure that our police depart-
ment has the resources available at
all times to strictly enforce the speed
limits on our streets.”

The candidate said the intersec-
tions of Clark Street and Dudley
Avenue, Prospect Street and Dudley
Avenue, and Lawrence Avenue and
Dudley Avenue need to have better
traffic control devices.

“As a member of the Westfield
Rescue Squad, I am called too often
to motor vehicle accidents with inju-
ries at these intersections,” Mr. Edles
stated. “As a Councilman I would
work to improve traffic control de-
vices at these intersections.”

“As a parent, I am extremely
concerned that my daughter has to
walk to Westfield High School each
day crossing Clark and Dudley. Our
children are precious to us, and we
must insure their safety when they
walk to school,” Mr. Edles stated.
“As a former police officer, I feel
we need to create an atmosphere
whereby speeding on the streets of
Westfield will become a thing of
the past and safety of our children
walking to school will become a
way of life.”

Mr. Edles has lived with his wife
and daughter on Cleveland Avenue
for the past 16 years.

“Being a Councilman would be
another way of serving the commu-
nity,” he added.
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The Law Office of
JON M. BRAMNICK

DWI, SPEEDING?

DRUG CHARGES?

We’ll Defend You In Court!

Call

GARY J. GRABAS
Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

Schluter Calls Tax Rebates
Poor Substitute for Reform

PARAMUS – Property tax rebates
are a poor substitute for tax reform,
State Sen. Bill Schluter, the indepen-
dent candidate for governor, said today.

“Rebates are nice. They give you a
warm feeling that the governor is think-
ing of you. They are as welcome as a
get-well card to someone recovering
from the flu. But I think a flu shot
would be more beneficial. Tax reform
is the shot we need to cure our property
tax illness.”

“My two opponents each favor their
own brand of tax rebates, financed out
of our vanishing state budget surpluses,”
Mr. Schluter said. “Basically, they pro-
pose taking the money out of one of
your pockets and slipping a portion of
it to another pocket.

“Senior citizens have always been
especially hard-hit by the property tax,”
he continued. “One of its worst human
effects is that elderly people are forced
out of homes and communities where
they have lived for their entire adult
lives because they cannot afford to stay
based on their fixed retirement income.

“In the past, our government has
tried a variety of palliatives – assess-
ment reductions, homestead rebates,
income tax deductions, and so on. Like
aspirin, these things relieve some of
the pain, but they are not cures.”

“In present day New Jersey, those in
the lowest 20 percent income bracket
pay property taxes amounting to three
times as much of their earnings as
those in the top 20 percent bracket. And
under the New Jersey Saver rebate pro-
gram, the millionaire gets the same
benefit as the person at the lowest end
of the scale.

“There are two overwhelming prob-
lems with our local property tax sys-
tem,” Mr. Schluter said. “The first is
that they are too high. We all know that.
We have the dubious honor of having
the highest per capita property tax in
the nation.”

“The second problem is not quite as
obvious,” he noted. “It is the fact that in
most towns, the local school tax makes
up the biggest part of the property tax
bill. The tax is local, and that is a
serious defect. The tax rates vary from
one town to another, depending on
what kind of ratables predominate.

“This local variability touches off

the competitive hunt for ratables,” Mr.
Schluter said. “You get exclusionary
zoning and sprawl; you get pandering
to commercial and industrial develop-
ers and the sacrifice of our environ-
ment; you get beggar-thy-neighbor
policies that harm everybody.

“We need tax reform that deals with
both problems,” he added. “We need to
lower the tax level and we need to
abolish the school property tax or make
it uniform on a statewide basis.

Mr. Schluter has sponsored legisla-
tion to hold a constitutional convention
limited to drawing up a property tax
reform plan that could shift the tax
burden but not increase the total col-
lected. The plan would then be submit-
ted to the people in a binding statewide
referendum without going through the
legislature.


