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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For a brief time, I learned the ins
and outs of the cosmetic world when
I worked at L’Oreal/Lancome in
Clark. Leaving almost everyday with
freebies was also a perk. The scien-
tists in the haircolor department had
a blast experimenting on my tresses,
and by the end of my time there, I
was every color of the rainbow.

Everywhere employees turned –
from wall to wall – portraits of then-
Lancome model Isabella Fiorella
Eleta Giovanna Rossellini made the
male scientists swoon and swagger.

Italian-born Rossellini earned her
good looks and fondness for all that
glitters from her father, actor/movie
director Roberto Rossellini and
mother, actress Ingrid Bergman, fa-
mous for her role opposite Humphrey
Bogart in Casablanca.

Closest to her Italian heritage,
Rossellini, whose identical twin was
born almost 30 minutes later, was a
teacher and translator of the romance
language. She also dabbled as a tele-
vision journalist in Europe.

Her visage, almost mirroring her
mother’s, was splashed across the
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I’d Like to Not Thank The Academy
For Airing The Emmys Awards

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There’s a conference room somewhere in
sunny L.A., where Joan and Melissa Rivers are
fretfully nipping at their talons and practicing
their sensitivity skills for the red carpet session
of October 7th’s Emmy Awards. In the
second room, other fashion
critics are tossing aside their
copies of “Hollywood
Chic” and boning up on
“Casual Fridays.” The third
room holds Walter
Cronkite, cracking pencils,
while being bombarded by
eraser dust as he feverishly
pens his Emmy’s opening
speech.

Undoubtedly, these were
not the same preparations
for the ceremony originally
scheduled for September
16. For, the events of five
days prior in New York City,
Pennsylvania and the Pen-
tagon, have brought to light
the futility of wearing the best
tux and gown and breaking ice
with a wild show-opening se-
quence. Stars know it’s time
to de-glitter and wear their
souls on their sleeves.

With all of the rearranging
that has been done by The
Academy of Arts and Sciences
to downplay the celebrity of
the evening, I wonder if, just
this once, we could have done
without the festivities alto-
gether.

Would Sarah Jessica Parker
really mind accepting her
statuette at home and delivering a speech through her agent? As of press
time, it was unclear as to whether she would even come to the ceremony.

Many other invitees were squea-
mish about coming too. I admire
their tact and measure of sensitiv-
ity.

Right now, a lot of us have what
is being called “guilt over happi-
ness,” a sense of inadequacy over
feeling a modicum of joy. Should
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Your New Emmys
•Music has been limited
•Video packages have been as-

sembled to honor the victims
•Veteran anchorman Walter

Cronkite is promised to deliver a
moving speech before handing
over emcee duties to comedienne
Ellen DeGeneres.

•Dressy business attire, no
gowns or tuxedos.

•Press and interviews will be
limited, including no one-on-one
separate room interviews.

I’d like to
thank my
hamster,
Gidget...

Fine Art & Crafts
at Nomahegan Park
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so many places I wanted us to
visit together. We compro-
mised on two destinations,
vowing to plan our next vaca-
tion within the year. So that
was it. We were ready to fly
out west in mid-September.

The horror of the events of
September 11 is still beyond
words. When Michael and I
finally got around to talking
about something else, I

brought up the topic of our upcom-
ing vacation. My gut instincts were
telling me to cancel the trip. He
understood but didn’t. I, too, under-
stood but didn’t.

What I did understand was that my
immediate response was to let him
know that there was no way I was
getting on a plane. I was coming
from a place of pure terror and fear
for our lives.

Of course this could happen again.
I listened to my husband’s insider
words about the airline industry, secu-
rity, and his confidence in flying. It
didn’t help. For me, the fear of the
random nature of terrorism was call-
ing the shots in my life right now.
And so, in his.
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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The “Art in Westfield” Side-
walk Art Show and Sale will take
place on Saturday, October 6, from
10 a.m. – 5 p.m., in (you guessed it)
downtown Westfield. The show
will feature both local and regional
artists exhibiting original paintings,
sculpture, photography, graphics,
and drawings. The Westfield Art
Association will award more than
$1,500 in prizes in this juried show,
judged by local artist Lawrence
Cappiello. There will also be a
variety of musical groups perform-
ing, including a brass ensemble, a
jazz trio, and vocalists. The rain
date is Saturday, October 13.

*  *  *  *  *
Speaking of jazz, treat yourself

to an incredible evening with some
of the top performers in the jazz
world, featuring one of my favor-
ites, James Moody, along with Slide
Hampton and T. S. Monk. The
“Giants of Jazz IV,” is one of the
biggest events to hit this area. A
total of 18 musicians will play on
Saturday, October 13, at 8 p.m. at
South Orange Middle School at 70
North Ridgewood Road. Tickets
are $30 in advance or $35 at the
door, with discounts for students
and seniors, and they are available
at Ticketmaster, in South Orange at
the Baird Center or Mail Boxes,
Etc., or in Maplewood at Robin
Hutchins Gallery.

*  *  *  *  *
Tonight at 8 p.m., the Wilkins

Theatre at Kean University will
present Capitol Steps, a musical sat-
ire of the political scene in Washing-
ton DC. A troupe of Congressional-
staffers-turned-comedians travels the
country satirizing their former em-
ployers in an up-to-date politically-
oriented musical revue. When it
comes to a bipartisan show, there is
no mercy for either Republicans or
Democrats in this innovative perfor-
mance. Tickets range from $8 to $15
for this single performance, or you
can get a series subscription. Call the
box office to see what’s available at
(908) 527-2337. Given the times,
this one may just be sold out.

*  *  *  *  *
After the Westfield Art Show on

the 6th, go home for a short dinner
break, change, and attend opening
night for the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra, with the presentation of
“Victories.” The theme for the
2001-2002 season, Variations On
A Fantasy, marks the Orchestra’s
19th season. David Wroe conducts
and directs, while Leon Fleisher
will be featured on piano. The three
pieces they will be performing are
Rodgers: Victory at Sea; Ravel:
Piano Concerto for the Left Hand;
and Rimsky-Korsakov:
Scheherazade. The event will take
place at the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway at 8 p.m., with a
7 p.m. Classical Conversations
hour for those who are interested.
Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets.

*  *  *  *  *
If you cannot make the Westfield

Symphony Orchestra’s season pre-
miere, don’t fret. They will be per-
forming for free from Friday to
Sunday, October 5 - 7 as a part of
“Art in the Gardens.” That’s as in
Jersey Gardens Outlet Mall in
Elizabeth. Their brass ensemble
will perform throughout the week-
end, joined by various other events
including the MysticVision Play-
ers presentation of American Rap-
ture, a rock and soul review, and an
exhibit of the NJ State Teen Arts.
This type of venue will take place
here all month, in celebration of
National Arts & Humanities
Month. So shop and be entertained.

Get Outta
the House
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On the DVD front, MGM cranks
out some more Woody Allen films,
including the cute, Alice, September,
Another Woman and the intriguing
Crimes & Misdemeanors.

MGM also released the charm-
ing The Apartment with Jack
Lemmon and Shirley MacLaine, as
well as the terrifying Dressed To
Kill with Angie Dickinson and
Michael Caine. The Island of Dr.
Moreau, starring Burt Lancaster
and Michael York was also put on
the shelves.

Recently releases from Paramount
Pictures Home Video include You Can
Count On Me with Laura Linney and
Matthew Broderick, the classic Catch-
22 starring Alan Arkin, screenplay by
Buck Henry, based on the book by

Joseph Heller. The Man Who Shot
Liberty Valance, starring John Wayne
and Jimmy Stewart were also Para-
mount releases.

Columbia Tri-Star released the ex-
cellent follow-up to Guy Ritchie’s
Lock Stock & Two Smoking Barrels
— Snatch, with Brad Pitt, Vinnie
Jones, Dennis Farina and English
humor intact.

To balance the violence, Colum-
bia Tri-Star also brought us The Great
Muppet Caper starring Miss Piggy
and Kermit the Frog. A fine perfor-
mance was given by the whole
Muppet crew.

Finally, 20th Century Fox Home
Video released a great double DVD
set of Die Hard starring Bruce
Willis and featuring deleted scenes
with commentary by various cast
and crew members.

Keep the
Home Fires
B u r n i n g

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Times

PLAINFIELD — Michael
and I have been married for just
over three years. We skipped
the honeymoon thing (unless
you include a midnight ride for
two aboard the Space Shuttle at
the Star Trek Experience) be-
cause we both needed to get on
with life.

I flew home and settled into my
new role in life, while Michael re-
mained at his place while he started
his search for a job. He found one
rather quickly for someone in the
airline industry, and our lives on
opposite coasts were about to end.

He had about one week to pack up
his belongings and drive them cross-
country to my, I mean our place,
before starting his job as a pilot with
a new airline.

I helped him pack, flew back to
New Jersey, and eagerly awaited his
arrival.

Three years passed quickly. We
finally got around to scheduling our
first real vacation together, and we
were both excited about going.
Michael claimed I tried to cram too
much into eight days, but there were

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The fall tradition of
Arts & Humanities Month in Octo-
ber invites the opportunity for New
Jersey citizens to rediscover their
artistic and cultural origins.

This year’s ninth annual celebra-
tion introduces a slate of new and old
favorite activities in Union County.
Some date back to the first month-
long series of events in October of
1993 and new ones have been crop-
ping up ever since.

Beginning Saturday, October 6,
members of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) will position their
easels and hang their artwork for
spectators in downtown Westfield.
“Art in Westfield,” sponsored by the
WAA, the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), and the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC), will give residents and visi-
tors a generous eyeful of the talented
artists around us.

In the past, the art show has fea-
tured works from almost every genre
– Chinese painting on silk, wire craft-
ing, oil painting, and photorealism.
This year’s exhibition will be held
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. amid the

ballyhoo of skillful musicians, tout-
ing their best sounds. If it rains,
visitors are encouraged to attend
the following Saturday, October
13.

Contact the DWC at (908)
789-9444, WACC at (908)
233-3021 or WAA at (908)
232-7058 for more details.

Children are invited to
the Plainfield Public Li-
brary to dress as their fa-
vorite storybook charac-
ters by exploring several
branches of the arts – mu-
sic, crafts, and dance.

The free program will
take place on Saturdays,
October 13 and 20, and
Tuesday, October 16, at 2
and 3:30 p.m. The full details
are available by calling (908)
757-1111, extensions no. 127 or
128.

The Westfield Train Station will
be the backdrop for two separate
events on Thursday, October 18,
sponsored by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce. “Fresh Art,”
will allow shoppers to select the fresh-
est pieces of artwork and stalks of
Indian corn painted by nature like
masterpieces. Admission is free and

all are welcome from 2 to 7 p.m.
The WACC can provide more de-

tails at (908) 232-7058.
Few cultural activities can com-

pete with the popularity of the an-
nual Four Centuries in A Week-

end, sponsored by the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

On Saturday and Sunday,
October 20 and 21, residents
can travel through time,
1665-1920 to be exact, glean-
ing nuggets of history along
the way. As visitors peek
into 22 historic museums and
sites, they will experience
four separate timelines.

“Early Aristocracy, 1665-
1812,” will feature sites in

Elizabeth and Union, while
“Farm Life, 1686-1840,” in-
cludes Westfield’s own Miller-
Cory House Museum, the Salt-
box Museum in New Providence,
Carter House in Summit, and
other museums in Clark and Hill-
side.

“Revolutionary Front Line”
provides an extensive education

about life from 1763 to 1783. The
Drake House Museum in Plainfield,

Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch
Plains, as well as museums in Roselle,
Springfield and Union, will demon-
strate that period’s way of life.

Finally, “Victorian Resorts & Sub-
urbs, 1837-1920,” will offer a tour of
the legendary Deserted Village and
Litell-Lord Farmstead in Berkeley
Heights, Reeves-Reed Arboretum in
Summit, Crane-Philips House in
Cranford, and Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House in Mountainside.

Please contact the county for ad-
mission and official starting times at
(908) 558-2550.

The month of intriguing activities
will come to a spine-tingling close
with the Ghosts of the Past Cemetery
Tour at Rahway Cemetery, Merchants
and Drovers Tavern Museum in
Rahway. Part of the Buried in New
Jersey series of the Arts & Humani-
ties Month series, this pre-Hallow-
een fantasy will keep you haunted
long after Saturday and Sunday, Oc-
tober 27 and 28.

Ted Nevins of Merchants and Drov-
ers reported to The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, “This event has been ex-
tremely successful. Our audience has
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Past Arts & Humanities Month activities
have been sponsored by the Miller-Cory
House Museum in Westfield, pictured top
and left, and the Art in Westfield show,
pictured below, right.


