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QUILTS OF HONOR…Lucy Ragoza and Pamela Russo, the parents of students
attending Wilson Elementary School in Westfield, helped to organize and craft
three “Quilts of Honor” in light of the terrorist attacks at the World Trade
Center. Created as a positive way for the school community to express their
pride for all heroes and victims, the quilt included the aid of several volunteers.
Nearly 300 quilt squares were hand-colored by the children and school staff.
They were then stitched together by a team of quilters to create three oversized
quilts currently on display at the school throughout the month. One quilt will
remain with the school, and two others will be donated. Pictured, left to right,
are Rita Marino, Mrs. Russo, Mrs. Ragoza and Kris Fitzpatrick.

Warm Up With Talent of Westfield Pupils
During District-Wide Winter Concerts

WESTFIELD – The Fine Arts
Department of Westfield Public
School has revealed its roster of win-
ter concerts, which will be held dur-
ing December and January through-
out the school district. All concerts
will begin at 7:30 p.m.

•December 6 – Vocal and Orches-
tra at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

•December 10 – Northside Strings
at Roosevelt School

•December 11 – Band at Roosevelt
School; Winter Concert at Jefferson
Elementary School and Winter Con-
cert at McKinley Elementary School.

•December 12 – Auditioned
Groups at Roosevelt School; Winter
Concert at Tamaques Elementary
School.

•December 13 – Winter Concert at

Washington Elementary School; Sixth
Grade Instrumental and Vocal at
Edison Intermediate School.

•December 17 – Southside Strings
at Edison School; Vocal at Franklin
Elementary School.

•December 18 – Instrumental at
Westfield High School.

•December 19 – Vocal at Westfield
High School.

Jack David Scott Earns
Doctor of Philosophy
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident

Jack David Scott received a Doctor
of Philosophy Degree in Chemistry
from Colorado State University dur-
ing the summer.

Foreign Language Society
Accepts UCHS Inductees

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School (UCHS) in Scotch
Plains has revealed the names of the
2001-2002 inductees to the Foreign
Language National Honor Society.

An induction ceremony was held
on November 15 at the school to
honor all new members. Sister
Percylee Hart, Principal of UCHS,
gave the invocation, while Foreign
Language Department Chairman
Bruce Zehnle gave the opening re-
marks. The guest speaker was David
De Oliveira.

The inductees were presented to
their society by their moderators:
Mr. Zehnle for the Spanish Honor
Society, Frances Brennan for the
French Honor Society, and John
Cerimele for the Italian Honor Soci-
ety.

To qualify for the Foreign Lan-
guage National Honor Society, mem-
bers must be in their fifth semester or
beyond of foreign language, attain a
B+ or higher, demonstrate interest in
and concern for the culture, customs
and people, excellence or perfor-
mance in a foreign language and
demonstrate an above-average profi-
ciency in a foreign language.

Spanish Honor Society inductees
include: Lauren Bowe, Allison Clark,

Jonathan M. Da Silva, Melissa Dela
Torre, Anthony D’Errico, Jaleah
Hawkins, Amanda Kelly, Bridget
Koza, Cara Latham, Daniel D.
Majcen, Lindsey Mills, Michael
Puzyk, Debora Riviriego, Chad
Riddick, Kristen Rizzo, Folusho
Sodeke and Kate Walsh.

French Honor Society inductees
are Rosavida Cruz, Elizabeth
D’Antuono, Marpessa Dominique,
Mark Fernandez, Sheri Jones, An-
drea Keller, Heather Kolar, Jessica
Kurylak, Robert McGuire, Valerie
Mitchell, Margaret Monroe, Lisa
Mruk, Christine Neto, Deborah
Oravez, Kristen Petela, Patrick
Stahlberg, Lindsay Toussaint, and
Sandra Zamora.

Italian Honor Society inductees
include Ernesto Cerimele, Pietro
Hanatzky, Bruno Lanfernini,
Stephanie Massaro, and Vincent
Passafiume.

•December 20 – Band at Franklin
School; Vocal at Edison School.

•January 10, 2002 – Seventh and
eighth grade instrumental at Edison
School.

•January 16, 2002 – Concert at
Westfield High School.

•January 23, 2002 – All School
Recital Series in Room No. 121 at
Westfield High School.

IS YOUR 1ST OR 2ND GRADER

  STRUGGLING 

TO MAKE SENSE  

OF READING  

OR EVERYDAY MATH?

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION.  

RESEARCH-BASED TECHNIQUES.  

HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES THAT MAKE CONCEPTS

                             UNDERSTANDABLE.

10 SESSIONS:  BEGINS IN JANUARY

INCLUDES PRE/POST ASSESSMENT   $450 TOTAL 

FRANCIE M. MATTHEWS, PH.D. & ASSOCIATES 

143 ELMER STREET, WESTFIELD

CALL FOR INFORMATION/REGISTRATION:  908-232-8920

Holiday Stroll in Westfield
To Benefit Education Fund

WESTFIELD — On Sunday
evening, December 2, from 6 to 10
p.m., a special shopping event, called
Holiday Stroll, will be held in down-
town Westfield.

“This unique event is a coopera-
tive effort of the Education Fund,
local merchants and Downtown
Westfield Corporation. This is a very
unusual event and we appreciate the
community support”, said Darielle
Walsh, President of the Education
Fund of Westfield, Inc.

Volunteers will be caroling, bag-
pipers are planning performances and
Dr. Theodore K. Schlosberg, Execu-
tive Director and Founder of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, prom-
ises to play his alphorn. Refresh-
ments will be provided at several
locations.

Event spokesperson, Elaine Slabe,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
the many stores participating in this
event have agreed to stay open at this
unusual time and donate a percentage
of their sales to the Education Fund.

She related that this is part of the
mysterious circle of how Westfield
operates, everyone is working to-
gether and helping each other.

Flyers have been distributed
throughout the Westfield public
schools for “backpacking” home to
parents to advertise the event.

Mrs. Slabe said that as of Novem-
ber 25, the list is growing and the
following stores will participate:
Adlers Jewelers, Ahrre’s Coffee
Roastery, Backroom Antiques, Castle
Bootery, Celtic Imports, Chico’s,
Christina Gabrielle, Diane B, Dou-
glas Cosmetics, Hobby Town, Juxta-
pose Gallery, Lancaster Ltd., Little
Treasures, Michael Kohn Jewelers,
Mother & Baby Co., Moto Photo,
Periwinkles, Poppyfields, Scott’s
Shoes, Success Express, The Gift
Monkey, The Leader Store, The Town
Book Store, The Westfield Leader
and Westfield Vacuum.

Participating stores in downtown
Westfield will be identified by bal-

loons and posters on their storefronts.
Sherry Cronin, Executive Director

of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, who is helping with the event
stated, “One of the reasons Westfield
is such a great place to live is the
spirit of the community. We hope
many residents shop locally and en-
joy all of the ‘Welcome Home to
Westfield’ events during the holiday
season.”

The Education Fund of Westfield
was formed 11 years ago to support
the public schools in Westfield. Last
year, the organization provided
$30,000 in grants to support pro-
grams and projects outside of the
operational budget of assistance to
education, according to Mrs. Walsh.

Ms. Slabe commented, “This is a
wonderful opportunity for residents
to support the education of our stu-
dents while enjoying a unique shop-
ping experience in downtown
Westfield.”

For more information, please con-
tact Ms. Slabe at (908) 232-2693.
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Scholastic Assessment Test
Will Withstand Test of Time

By JEREMY LIPSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a nervous night’s sleep, the
alarm clock abruptly sounds at 8:00
a.m. on a Saturday morning, and
Timmy wakes up in a cold sweat.
After showering, eating, and dress-
ing in the most comfortable attire he
picks up three number two pencils, a
calculator, and the registration pa-
pers. Now every necessity for the
next three hours is in his hand, and he
is out the door.

Sound familiar? For most high
school seniors and juniors it should
because most have experienced this:
the morning of the SATs. True, most
students dread having to endure the
grueling three hour assessment, but
the test is a must in the college appli-
cation process and will be for a long
time.

With over 1.3 million students in
the United States applying to college
this year and even more students
abroad, college admissions officers
have to look through hundreds of
applications daily; with little way of
comparing one student to the next.
Varying high schools, GPA’s, course
selection, essays, and extra-curricu-
lar activities are all variables that a
college must take into consideration
to put students on the same scale,
which is almost impossible to do.

But the SAT’s do just this by show-
ing the skill of all students on the
same test, enabling admissions of-
ficers to see the academic skill level
of each individual student.

Imagine one student, who attends
a magnet high school, in which the
course load is very difficult, who
receives straight B’s. Then take an-
other student who attends a stan-
dard high school in which the course
load is much easier than that of a
magnet high school, and the student
pulls off straight A’s. These two
students are hard to compare due to
their greatly varying scholastic
records. A college admissions of-
ficer would have trouble deciding
between these two students, but the
SATs would show how the different
students perform under standard
testing.

“[The] SAT is the only standard…It
equals the field for everyone…It is
solely a measure of ability,” com-
mented Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Guidance Counselor Karen
McDermott. McDermott took a
strong stand on the importance of the
SATs, and when asked about schools
that have made the SATs optional,
she stated: “Schools that got rid of
them [SATs] found it difficult to find
qualified students.”

Some may say that the SATs are
unfair to those that can not afford the

$800.00 Princeton Review course,
but many have said that all the course
does is familiarize students with the
test, which is something any student
with self-determination could do for
free with the practice booklet or on
the Kaplan web site.

It would be unfair to a student
from a suburban town like Scotch
Plains or Fanwood, which has a rela-
tively good school system, who ranks
30 in his class of 300 and does well
academically, to be compared with a
student that ranks first in his class of
300, but attends one of the worst high
schools in the country.

Though 280 four-year colleges like
the University of California now have
made the SATs optional for some or
all students, there are still 1,803 four-
year colleges in which the test is a
necessity for acceptance. And until
the other 1,803 colleges agree to cut
the test from their requirement lists,
the test stands no chance for extinc-
tion.

There are in fact several colleges
that have dropped their policy of
making the SATs optional; for in-
stance Lafayette College in Pennsyl-
vania. After starting 5-year experi-
ment making the SATs optional in
1995, the school reverted back to
their old admissions process because
admissions officers found it hard to
rate students on a standard scale due
to inflated grades and unranked
classes.

“We felt the SAT gave us one more
consistent, nationally recognized
standard,” said Barry McCarty, a
Lafayette dean in an article in Time
magazine.

There isn’t a student in the United
States that likes going through the
hassle of waking up early on a Satur-
day morning to take the SATs, but
the standardized test is imperative to
put students on the same par for
college applications. PATRIOTS…Paula Leonard, left, and Samantha Luscombe, sixth graders at

Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield, made patriotic red, white and
blue ribbon pins for which they received donations from their peers. In the two
days that the girls had the ribbons available during lunch period at the school,
they received $130 in donations that they presented to the United Fund of
Westfield’s September 11 Fund. Samantha said, “We wanted to help the
families of the victims. I thought the ribbon sale could help the families and
also show that we kids care.”

WESTFIELD TO MANHATTAN…Anna Jane Sabbagh’s third graders at
Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield proudly display their homemade
American Flag bead suncatchers. The Westfield students have agreed to send
the craft, which they made at their Halloween party, to the children of PS (Public
School) 89 in Manhattan, as a gesture of friendship. The PS 89 students had
subsequently been relocated two times to schools far from home after their
school closed after the September 11 terrorist attacks.

Leonard and Rose Named
Scholarship Semifinalists

Upcoming Courses Slated
At Westfield Adult School

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Adult School, held Monday evenings
at Westfield High School, 550 Dorian
Road, will begin new classes in No-
vember.

Covering subjects as diverse as
Architectural Styles, Tax Relief and
Sign Language for Babies, these
courses are open to the public.

Pre-registration is required. To reg-
ister, please call (908) 232-4050 or
visit www.westfieldnj.com/
adultschool.

The school is an independent, not-

for-profit, voluntary organization
formed for the purpose of providing
educational opportunities for people
in Westfield and its surrounding ar-
eas. The school receives no taxpayer
monies and is supported by nominal
tuition fees, as well as by charitable
donations from individuals, spon-
soring organizations and endow-
ments.

Donations may be made payable
to the Westfield Adult School Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 606, Westfield,
07091.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Brandon
Leonard and Megan Rose, seniors at
Union Catholic High School (UCHS)
in Scotch Plains, were recently named
semifinalists in the 2002 National
Merit Scholarship Program.

Selection is based upon scholastic
excellence.

Brandon and Megan now have the
opportunity to continue in the com-
petition for some 8,000 Merit Schol-
arship awards, worth over $32 mil-
lion, that will be offered next spring.

Brandon, who is a member of
UCHS’ National Honor Society,
Spanish National Honor Society and
Technical Assistance Program, par-
ticipated in the National and Global
Youth Leadership Convention.

He is active in Boy Scouts and with

the Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO) at Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leonard of
Cranford.

Megan was selected from a na-
tionwide group of 1,500 outstanding
African-Americans as a semifinalist
in the 2002 Achievement Scholar-
ship Program.

A member of the National Honor
Society and Spanish Honor Society,
Megan completed the Junior States-
men Summer School Program at
Princeton University this past sum-
mer. She is also involved in many
extracurricular clubs and her Com-
munity Outreach Club.

Megan is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Colin Rose of North Plainfield.

Urban League Scholarship
Earned by Krystle Dixon
WESTFIELD – Krystle Dixon, a

graduate of Westfield High School,
has received an Urban League
Scholarship at the University of
Rochester in Rochester, N.Y.

The university invites each Ur-
ban League affiliate in the country
to nominate high school seniors
for the award. Nominees demon-
strate a high level of academic ex-
cellence and leadership in extra-
curricular or community activities.

An entering freshman, Krystle is
a Westfield resident. The scholar-
ship is renewable each year of col-
lege.


