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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Joanna Marsh for Westfield The Leader and The Times
REMEMBER 1998 HAY RIDES…Visitors took hay rides Sunday, December 6,
1998 through Scotch Plains Towne Centre during the afternoon of Old Fash-
ioned Holiday Fun.

Santa Claus Is Coming To Town
For SP Holiday Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS — There will
be fun for the entire family in the
Scotch Plains Towne Centre on Sun-
day, December 2, starting at noon
and continuing through early
evening. Santa Claus and his help-
ers will be at this annual holiday
celebration to bring cheer to chil-
dren of all ages.

At 5 p.m., Santa will arrive on the
fire truck to the Village Green, and
Mayor Martin L. Marks will help
Santa with the annual Christmas
Tree Lighting. Toddlers and chil-
dren up to age 7 are invited to visit
with Santa in the Gazebo and re-
ceive a treat.

There will be many events
throughout the day including a horse
drawn wagon ride around town from
noon to 4 p.m., a petting zoo, pony
rides, face painting and more. Rain-
bow the Clown will perform from 2
to 5 p.m.

There will be balloon sculptures,
a mini-magic show, live animals
and free giveaways. A number of
Santa’s elves will be strolling around
town along with Mrs. Claus to visit
with children throughout the after-
noon. The Scotch Plains Volunteer
Fire Department will have a number
of trucks on display. The Historic
Osborn Cannonball House will hold
its annual open house.

Many town shops will be open
and will have sidewalk sales or spe-
cials for holiday shopping conve-
nience. The improvements to the
downtown will be on display.

Children can e-mail letters to
Santa on the visitscotchplains.com
website by stopping by the office of
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
at 1906 Bartle Avenue.

The events of the day are ar-
ranged by SPBPA, Scotch Plains
Business & Professional Associa-
tion. Scotch Plains school and
community groups are invited to
take part. Please contact SPBPA
Chairperson, Vi Brown, of Realty
World PAR Agency at (908) 322-
4700.

The rain date for the event is the
following Sunday, December 9.

Midwestern
Center Cut Pork Chops

$349 lb.
-

Lean Country Style
Spare Ribs

$159 lb.
-

Frank’s Famous
Fresh Ground Chuck

3 lbs. / $599

Live Maine Lobsters
11/2 lbs - 2 lbs

$599 lb.

SEAFOODMEAT

PRODUCE

Fresh
Flounder Filet

$699 lb.

72 Size California
Navel Oranges

3 / 99¢

Lg. California
Celery

69¢ per bunch

Our Own
Famous Chicken Fingers

$799 lb.
(Includes Honey Mustard Sauce)

Store Baked
Virgina Ham

$599 lb.

856 Mountain Ave., Mountainside, NJ 07092
(908) 232-0402 Fax: (908) 232-6594

www.jmmkt.com

PREPARED FOOD

“Your Personal Supermarket and World Class Caterer

Mayor McDermott’s Decision to Ban Display of Menorah
While Allowing Christmas Trees Astonishes This Reader

Mayor Explains New Policy Regarding Restriction
Of Holiday Symbol Displays to Tree and Wreaths

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott in response to a letter by the
Mayor published on this page.

*  *  *  *  *
Rabbi Levi Block has shown me a

copy of your letter of November 16,
2001, in which you related your decision
to ban a public display of a Menorah
while permitting the continued display
of two large Christmas trees and scores
of Christmas decorations on town prop-
erty.

Your astonishing, disappointing and
unilateral decision to deprive our town
of a symbol of freedom is not only
inconsistent with the controlling U. S.
Supreme Court case law, but, in a year in
which American freedom and cultural
pluralism have come under attack by
terrorists, deeply offensive and discrimi-
natory.

It is also incompatible with the posi-
tions of cities and states throughout the
land and the federal government, which,
in allowing the display of Menorahs on
public property, apparently disagree with
your legal conclusions and, curiously,
do not seem to regard public Menorahs

as a threat to the public order.
A careful reading of your letter, un-

adorned of its patronizing euphemisms
like “holiday tree” and “holiday wreaths,”
leads to the inescapable conclusion that
treasured Jewish cultural symbols are
somehow deemed less worthy of respect
and honor than Christian cultural sym-
bols.

This conclusion simply reeks of the
stench of bias. In addition, to equate a
Menorah, which commemorates a great
military victory over the forces of op-
pression, to a créche, which is an unam-
biguously religious object, betrays a lack
of understanding of the controlling case
law or, worse, a conscious decision to
disregard it.

Much has been made of your
predecessor’s original decision to forgo
council discussion before allowing the
first Menorah two years ago. His deci-
sion to follow the law had already been
sanctioned by the Supreme Court and
required no further approval by any other
body. Your decision, in sharp contrast,
dispenses with the Constitution and the
rulings of those Justices who are charged
with the responsibility to interpret and

enforce it.
Such a decision, which deprives so

many citizens of Westfield of their cul-
tural symbol, not only merits full coun-
cil review, debate and remedial action,
but demands it.

Therefore, this letter constitutes a for-
mal request that the council conduct a
formal public hearing concerning the
right of the citizens of Westfield to erect
a Menorah in the same public location in
which a Christmas tree (and, yes, it
really is called a “Christmas” tree) and
other Christian symbols have been
placed.

The furtive and unilateral nature of
your decision cannot ever replace the
bright light of public review. Certainly,
if any council members vote to outlaw
the Menorah, their constituents deserve
to know precisely how, by whom, and in
what fashion they are being represented.

In view of the gravity of the constitu-
tional, legal and moral issues which sur-
round your decision and the rapidly di-
minishing time to seek review, I would
appreciate the courtesy of a rapid re-
sponse.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent by Westfield Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott to Rabbi Levi Block of the
Union County Torah Center in Westfield.

*  *  *  *  *
I was recently asked about the pos-

sible erection of a Menorah on land
owned by the Town of Westfield to coin-
cide with the celebration of Hanukkah
during the coming holiday season. In
addition, I was approached by a resident
of the town about the position of the
town concerning the possible erection of
a crèche on land owned by the Town of
Westfield.

After giving the subject a consider-
able amount of thought, and after con-
sulting with town officials on this is-
sue, I have come to the conclusion that
the proper course of action for the
town is to restrict the placement of any
religious symbols on municipality-

owned property.
Religious symbols that celebrate and

reflect the beliefs of various different
religions during the holiday season
should be located on property owned by
each religious institution, rather than
involving government in this process.

I have consulted with the town attor-
ney on this important topic because it
has been the subject of litigation involv-
ing other towns in New Jersey and in
other states.

I am advised that, in general, the
courts have concluded that it is not per-
missible under the United States Consti-
tution for a municipality to allow the
erection of religious symbols on pub-
licly-owned land unless those symbols
are included as part of a larger display
that is distinctly secular and non-reli-
gious. Our policy on this issue in consis-
tent with these court decisions.

This policy also applies to the wooden
painted façade of the Presbyterian
Church, which has been traditionally
placed in the island in the middle of
Mindowaskin Park. The façade of the
Presbyterian Church, which has been
placed in the location in prior years and
traditionally lit in the evenings, should
not be erected there.

Instead, the town will make arrange-
ments for a non-religious façade to be
placed there which represents and re-
flects the Town of Westfield’s festive
celebration of the holiday season, but
which does not contain religious sym-
bolism. My recommendation will be to
erect an American Flag in that location.

In furtherance of this policy, the town-

supported celebration of the holiday sea-
son that will be done on municipally-
owned land is the erection of a lighted
holiday tree, which is a traditional and
secular symbol of the holiday season,
and the installation of holiday wreaths
on light poles within our downtown.

The practice and celebration of reli-
gious traditions is a joyous and essen-
tial part of the holiday season for many
residents of the town. I encourage all
religious leaders in our community to
utilize their own facilities and installa-
tions to celebrate their respective reli-
gious traditions. However, I believe it is
in the best interest of the Town of
Westfield not to have municipally-
owned land used for these religious
celebrations.

Gregory S. McDermott,
Mayor of Westfield

More Letters to the Editor

NOW OPEN - 7 DAYS

FO R CE L L U L A R PH O N E S,  BE E P E R S & PAG E R S

STAY OFF ROUTE 22
• NO LINES • NO WAITING

• IMMEDIATE SERVICE

• REMOTE STARTS
• CAR ALARMS

• CD CHANGERS
• HANDS FREE KITS

15 East Broad St.  Westfield, NJ
Phone: 908.654.6440

Fax: 908.654.6441
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NEWEST PLACE FOR WINES…The Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony of Town and Country Fine Wines and Spirits Marketplace was held
on November 17. Presiding over the ceremony, left to right, were: Darryl
Walker, Chairman of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce; Shari
Weinerman with baby Sam, Meredith Weinerman with proprietor Sean
Weinerman; Mayor Greg McDermott, Debbie Schmidt, Chamber Director and
Councilman Rafael Betancourt.

Grand Opening Ceremony
Held for Town and Country
WESTFIELD — A grand opening

and ribbon-cutting ceremony was held
for Town and Country Fine Wines and
Spirits Marketplace, located at 333
South Avenue in Westfield, on Satur-
day, November 17.

Presiding over the ceremony were
Debbie Schmidt, Director of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC); Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, Mayor Greg McDermott,
and Darryl Walker, WACC Chairman.

Sean Weinerman, proprietor of the
newly renovated liquor and gourmet
food market, has greatly improved the
former home of Shopper’s Liquors
with wood flooring and a new, upscale
look, including a mural of the town,
which decorates one wall of the store.

His objective is to create an up-
scale one-stop place to shop for ev-
ery gourmet need. The store features
a wide selection of wines and spirits,
cheeses, pates, soups, specialty
breads, sauces, sorbets, frozen hors
d’oeuvres, homemade desserts,
candy and gifts items.

“We are happy to welcome this
beautiful gourmet food and liquor
store to South Avenue. It will cer-
tainly be a welcome addition to
Westfield,” Mr. Walker.

Regina McDuffee, manager of the
store’s Gourmet Department, is a
member of the National Board of the
American Cheese Society and spe-
cialist in gourmet delicacies. The store
offers many homemade spreads and
over 200 cheeses from England, Ire-
land and France and includes Ameri-
can Farmstead cheeses and fresh salsas
from California. Their candy selec-
tion features Leonida’s pralines from
Belgium. Gift baskets are available
for local delivery, or they can be
shipped anywhere in New Jersey.

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER…Neil Schembre, right, President of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club, hands over tickets for its “Share-in-Youth” 50/50
fundraiser to co-chairmen Karin Dreixler and Andy Calamaras.

FANWOOD — Tickets for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary an-
nual 50/50 fundraiser, “Share-in-
Youth,” went on sale November 1.

The fundraiser raised $19,650 last
year, monies that were donated to
seven youth organizations in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. Each
group received $1,403.

This year the Rotarians are aim-
ing for sales of $20,000. Tickets

are being sold by all Fanwood and
Scotch Plains Rotary Club mem-
bers. To purchase tickets, please
call Andy Calamaras at (908) 322-
2511 or Karin Dreixler at (908)
889-1999.

The club, which meets Wednes-
days at noon at the Park Place Res-
taurant on Martine Avenue, is open
to all businessmen and women in the
two towns.

Ashbrook Announces
‘Pictures With Santa’
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

December 8, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
the Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabili-
tation Center in Scotch Plains will
host “Pictures with Santa,” featuring
free refreshments, face painting and
photographs with Santa Claus.

Community members are invited
to attend. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult. All participants
will receive a special holiday gift.

The facility is located at 1610
Raritan Road. For more information,
please call Ashbrook’s Recreation
Department at (908) 889-2587.

F-SP Rotarians Kick Off
Share-in-Youth Campaign
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