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Diction Deception

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Reptatorial – Moving by creeping
2. Trochiferous – In zoology, having a

wheel-like part
3. Tegular – Resembling a tile or tiles
4. Taxine – A poisonous resinous al-

kaloid obtained from the leaves of the
yew

BARATHRUM
1. The reproductive organ of the fe-

male grasshopper
2. An organ in the bullfrog which is

responsible for its croak
3. The siphon-like part which allows a

mosquito to draw blood from its prey
4. A pit; an abyss

SMIGGINS
1. Very small amount; a pinch
2. Thick soup prepared from barley
3. A meal consisting of English bread

dipped in hot fish oil
4. A lizard-like animal with a forked

tongue
MOLIMINOUS

1. Consisting solely of calcium oxide
or lime

2. Covered with warts as a toad
3. Of considerable consequence
4. Producing a slight glow

CLARIGATE
1. To declare war formally
2. To explain in excessive detail
3. To remove the impurities from water
4. To denounce; ridicule
Answers will appear in next week’s

issue.

Legislature Should Pass Bills to Require
Gyms To Have Defibrillators On Site

Harry Potter Review Should Have Noted
Positive Messages of Rowling’s Creation

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Teachers
Should Be Paid Accordingly

Questions Remain on Possible Sale
Of Property to Temple Emanu-El

This letter relates to the October 11,
2001 Westfield Leader article discuss-
ing the possible purchase of 1.07 acres of
property by Temple Emanu-El to con-
struct a parking lot and the October 25,
letter of attorney Charles H. Brandt. Mr.
Brandt severely criticized The Westfield
Leader for even publishing the article
and claimed that unidentified neighbors
of the Temple, by discussing the pur-
chase the purchase of the property by
developer Michael Mahoney from the
late William Thorne, were engaging in
character assassination of developer
Mahoney.

Mr. Brandt’s letter seems to be an
attempt to curb free communication re-
garding both the possible sale of the
Thorne property to the Temple by devel-
oper Mahoney and the implications of a
possible change of zoning rules so as to
permit construction of a parking lot on
the Thorne property.

Mr. Brandt’s letter is informative for
what is not mentioned. Although Mr.
Brandt’s letter is informative for what is
not mentioned. Although Mr. Brandt
says that he represents developer
Mahoney (Why does developer Mahoney
use a lawyer to respond to the Westfield
Leader article? Any implied threat of
legal action?), Mr. Brandt fails to men-
tion that he represented Temple Emanu-
El before the town planning board when
the Temple sought site plan approval for
its completed building expansion. After
all, the Temple is the institution that is
negotiating the possible purchase of the
Thorne property from developer
Mahoney.

Another omission is the failure to

even mention (much less contradict) the
reported statements of Mr. Thorne’s son
and estate trustee, Laurence Thorne, that
developer Mahoney, “assured him (Wil-
liam Thorne) he (Mahoney) would con-
struct a single-family home or two single-
family homes on the property. My father
took Mr. Mahoney at his word. My fa-
ther was a trusting man.”

Likewise Mr. Brandt failed to men-
tion the comment of Mr. Thorne’s attor-
ney, William Peek, who is reported to
have said that the Thornes were under
the impression that developer Mahoney
would demolish the building on the prop-
erty and develop one or two single-
family houses.

As for unsupported statements of
neighbors, I am a neighbor. I have been
told by a neighbor that Mr. Thorne told
this neighbor that he did not want to sell
his property to the Temple. Further, I
was told by a member of the Temple at
a Temple meeting that Mr. Thorne would
not sell his property to the Temple. Fi-
nally, Mr. Brandt even acknowledges
that Mr. Thorne did not wish to sell his
property to the Temple.

The purpose of this letter is to demon-
strate that there exist questions and is-
sues regarding the possible sale of the
Thorne property to Temple Emanu-El
and the possible use of the property
thereafter. I believe that the questions
and issues can best be resolved by free-
dom of discussion and dialog by lawyer
threats.

James D. Hay
Westfield

Michelle LePoidevin’s review of the
Harry Potter movie should have consid-
ered the underlying values taught by the
stories: good vanquishes evil; hard work
is rewarded; and in the end, love con-
quers all. That these values set in an
environment of make-believe and magic
is certainly not a new idea, and hardly
relevant.

Does Ms. LePoidevin object to sto-
ries like Peter Pan or Aladdin? These
have characters that practice magic.
They do not have lessons as uplifting as
the Harry Potter series.

She reminds us that the Bible is the
best-selling book of all time. Is her
message that any literature that fails to
hew closely to Jewish and Christian
scripture is immoral? Are we to think
such books are dangerous to the reli-
gious development of our children?

Ms. LePoidevin talks Hannukah
Harry and Santa Claus, and has them in
conference with the Christ child. Let’s
remember that Santa Claus magic, and
that his current role is more as a red-
clad god of consumerism (run that
against “thou shalt have no other Gods
but me”) than a symbol of anything
remotely to the true Christmas story.

The bottom line is this: almost every-
thing human can be found to be in
conflict with biblical law or precepts in
some way. An even-handed review

would reflect the strength of the posi-
tive messages in Rowling’s creation,
and not focus so negatively on the use
of fantasy.

John Eldridge
Westfield

A teacher to me is one who provides
knowledge. They help us to learn by
example and experience. Teachers give
back to their communities by giving our
children the very important foundation
they need to become successful in what
ever they choose to become. They then
can also become vital members of their
communities. Teachers do their jobs
unconditionally and with sincere dedi-
cation. Teachers should be paid accord-
ingly. The teaching profession is the
single most important profession there
in. We would not be who we are if not
for teachers.

Now, I really do respect professional
athletes. They are very good at what
they do or they would not be pros.
Today, it is not always necessary for
them to have a college education. What
kind of example is this for children
today? To some children they are role
models. Why? They graduate high
school, (with help from teachers I might
add). Then they sign million dollar con-
tracts to play games a few months out of
a year. Earn respect for their time “work-
ing” and basically in my opinion con-
tribute nothing of significant value to
their communities. Maybe entertain-
ment to some, While some may say this
is a ridiculous comparison and it may
very well be. Where are our priorities?
To me, something is very wrong with

this picture!
My child’s role model is his teacher

and his parents.

Yvonne Gorily-Eisen
Scotch Plains

As a resident Union County and an
American Heart Association volunteer,
I want to urge New Jersey legislators to
support Assembly bill A-3719, intro-
duced by Assemblymen Robert J. Smith
and Herbert C. Conaway. If passed, A-
3719 would require registered New
Jersey health clubs, gyms and fitness
centers to have at least one defibrilla-
tor on site and staff framed to use the
device.

According to the American Heart
Association, health clubs/fitness cen-
ters are among the likely public loca-
tions for an occurrence of sudden car-
diac arrest, which is different than a
heart attack. Sudden cardiac arrest
claims at least 220,000 lives annually.
The national survival rate from sudden
cardiac arrest is only about 5 to 8

percent because too few people are
trained m CPR and defibrillators ar-
rive on the scene of the emergency too
late, if at all. Most victims of sudden
cardiac arrest do not survive after 10
minutes. The keys to survival are early
9-1-1, early CPR and early defibrilla-
tion within the first five minutes.

In a study released at the American
Heart Association’s Scientific Sessions
in November 2000, it was reported that
many gyms and health clubs in general
are not prepared for cardiac emergen-
cies. And 17 percent of the clubs re-
ported at least one sudden cardiac ar-
rest death or heart attack at their facili-
ties during the prior five years.

Feeling safe, secure and protected
in New Jersey health clubs and fitness
centers is important for any of us that
use these facilities. I applaud Assem-
blymen Smith and Conaway and urge
other legislators to support this impor-
tant legislation that would better pro-
tect us from cardiac emergencies by
requiring each facility to have a
defibrillator as well as personnel
trained in CPR and the use of the
defibrillator.

Mary and Stan Bell
Elizabeth

Will New DEP Commissioner Pave Way
For Barge to Rail Facility in Union County?

Councilman-Elect Walsh Owed
Apology From Westfield Leader

Permit me to provide a brief critique
regarding the article in the (November
22) Westfield Leader.

Unless these “several Westfield resi-
dents” were willing to make their names
publicly known when they leveled
verifiably false accusations regarding
the length of Kevin Walsh’s residency in
Westfield, and since you apparently had
no independent hard evidence that their
accusations may be correct, you should
not have printed a story.

In my view, the story falls below
acceptable journalistic standards.

You owe it to the public to identify the
individuals who made the accusations
and you owe a printed apology to Mr.
Walsh.

Lawrence A. Goldman
Councilman, Fourth Ward

Westfield

As Governor-elect James E. McGreevey finalizes
his cabinet and other appointments over the coming
weeks and months, a number of things could change
here in Union County based on those decisions.

In reviewing some of the positions to be filled, we
hope the new Commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) gives serious con-
sideration to the concerns addressed by current DEP
Commissioner, Robert Shinn, concerning the pro-
posed $50 million barge-to-rail marine garbage trans-
fer station proposed for the Linden waterfront.

The plan by Browning Ferris Industries, known as
BFI, was twice approved by the Linden City Coun-
cil, the Union County Utilities Authority and the
county Board of Chosen Freeholders. Mr. Shinn, a
former state assemblyman, however, on two occa-
sions has sent the proposal back to the freeholders
with serious environmental questions concerning the
project. The board, in turn, turned the matter back
over to the Linden City Council.

Are Linden and BFI now waiting until Mr.
McGreevey chooses his DEP Commissioner so they
can reintroduce the application and get a favorable
response from the new Commissioner? We hope not.
It is important that all concerns on the so-called trash
train, which will pass through Westfield along the
Lehigh Valley railroad tracks, crossing Rahway Av-
enue, are properly addressed.

In our judgment, there is no definitive reason why
this project has to be approved. Yes, elected officials
can’t stop the shipment of trash by rail through the

county per the interstate commerce clause of the
United States Constitution. But this trash station,
which will handle New York City’s household trash,
does not have to be built in New Jersey, much less
Union County. It can just as well be built on New
York’s side of the Hudson River.

On another matter, we asked the Governor-elect to
reappoint Thomas V. Manahan to another five-year
term as Union County Prosecutor when his term
expires in June. The Union County Police Chiefs
Association has already sent a letter to Mr. McGreevey
in support of Mr. Manahan.

Mr. Manahan, who was appointed by former Gov-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman, has been at the
forefront of everything from educating teenagers on
the danger of date rape drugs to attacking the drug
trade and prostitution brothels operating in Union
County. He even helped rid the county of massage
parlors, including one operating in Westfield, where
customers were getting more than a massage. He has
also launched a strong effort to combat sophisticated
crimes that are committed via the Internet and iden-
tification theft.

Once a person becomes a prosecutor, in our judg-
ment, that individual becomes apolitical. Criminals
are not categorized by whether they are Democrats or
Republicans.

We strongly encourage the Union County free-
holder board, along with mayors and local governing
bodies, to pass resolutions in support of Mr.
Manahan’s reappointment.

Victoria’s Secret Marketing Campaign
Is Not Unique to Westfield Community

It’s kind of amazing to hear some people in Westfield
express their shock that Victoria’s Secret, the lingerie
and intimate apparel retailer, places scantily-clad
mannequins in its store windows. Anyone who has
been to a shopping mall or received one of the
retailer’s catalogs in the mail or watches cable tele-
vision certainly knows what Victoria’s Secret sells
—and how it goes about doing so.

Thus, the store’s big windows on East Broad Street
in downtown Westfield are filled with mannequins in
varied stages of undress.

In recent weeks, protests have been heard about the
appropriateness of Victoria’s Secret’s window dis-
plays, mostly from parents concerned about the
mannequins’ effects on children and from residents
worried about the effects on the town’s image.
Victoria’s Secret has been doing business in Westfield
for a number of months now. Why the sudden
surprise about its marketing strategy? Where were
these concerned residents when the retailer was first
proposing to locate in town? Certainly, Victoria’s
Secret did not sneak into town in the middle of the
night and open for business the following morning.

There are certain permit and other processes that a
business must go through before opening its doors to
the public, procedures that afford the public advance
word of who is coming to town. That was the time for
these well-meaning people, who we would hope
knew what Victoria’s Secret was all about, to voice
their concerns.

Now, however, the store is open for business, and
apparently breaking no local laws.

There is also the issue of free speech. Of course, a
local business would not be permitted to emblazon
its windows with universally-recognized porno-
graphic images or obscenities as a way of luring in
customers; that would certainly violate local ordi-
nances. Some see the image that Victoria’s Secret
projects as being offensive and inappropriate, while
others view it as basically harmless. In a similar vein,
some people may find the fur coats in the window of
the furrier a few doors down from Victoria’s Secret
to be offensive. Others may view high-priced jew-
elry stores to be in bad taste.

The bottom line is that it’s in the eye of the
beholder. If one doesn’t like what a store sells, they
don’t have to shop there. If it upsets a parent to walk
past the Victoria’s Secret window with a child, take
another route. Or better yet, ignore it. Some child-
rearing experts advise parents in situations like this
not to make a big deal of it because then the child will
likely not make a big deal of it either.

In any event, Victoria’s Secret is here legally. It
followed proper procedures in opening its doors. Its
products and its marketing strategy are not unique to
its Westfield location. In these times when down-
town business districts are suffering from the pres-
sures of nearby shopping malls, we should welcome
the addition of any new business that keeps our
downtown vibrant and healthy.

Police, Store Owner and Stranger
Renew Shopper’s Faith in People

I have a Thanksgiving story to share
with our community. On November 19,
while shopping in downtown Westfield,
I discovered after leaving Kay Bee Toys
that I had misplaced my wallet. I re-
turned to the store but they did not have
it. I hadn’t walked far, so I couldn’t
imagine where it could be if I hadn’t left
it on their counter.

In a panic, I ran back out of the store
and retraced my steps.

Out of nowhere, a young gentleman
came up to me and asked if I was
looking for a wallet. When I affirmed,
he said the policeman had it. Instead of
leaving it at that, he walked with me to
find an officer.

The first one we found did not have
my wallet, but he contacted another
officer, who walked down East Broad to
return my wallet. The second officer
said the owner of the fur store, La

Marque Furs at 221 East Broad Street,
had turned it in to him! I was amazed to
be so lucky.

Naturally, I walked back to the fur
store to thank the owner, who said he
had found it on the ground, wide open,
just outside his store. Apparently, it had
fallen out of my handbag when I swung
it over my shoulder to better carry my
heavy Kay Bee bag.

This could have been a horrible be-
ginning for my holiday season, but in-
stead, because of the furrier and the
young man who informed me as to
where my wallet was, I am able to enter
it with tremendous peace and thanks-
giving.

I am profoundly grateful to these two
gentlemen and to the two Westfield
officers who assisted me during this
frantic incident. As we all walk in doubt
of what will happen next internation-
ally, it is extremely comforting to know
that here in Westfield, people are look-
ing out for each other and our officers
are so helpful.

The honesty it took for the furrier to
return a fully loaded wallet and the care
and concern it took the young man to
spend his time assisting a stranger have
really restored my faith in humanity.
Thank you all for your kindnesses and
assistance. I shall not forget you in my
prayers.

E. Maloney
Westfield

Reader ‘Shocked’ That Vegetarian
Would Have Been Assigned Mr. D’s

Approved Apartments
Will Only Undermine
SP Business District

I have lived in this town for 14 years
amid a parade of failed schemes about
what to do to bring life, vitality and class
to our downtown.

What is the latest daring response
from our planning board? Ten more sec-
ond-story apartments, i.e., further un-
dermining the business environment on
Park Avenue.

Recall that it was just a few years ago
that Vic’s Barber Shop and Raven Opti-
cal suffered three second-story apart-
ments. Was their business enhanced? I
doubt it.

It would appear that the planning
board’s approach to Park Avenue busi-
ness is to give them “10 more.”

Since it does not appear that any one
will appeal, this unfortunate decision is
a “done deal.”

Alan R. Howe
Scotch Plains

I recently read the article in last
week’s issue of The Westfield Leader.
I was shocked to learn that a vegetar-
ian had been assigned the job of evalu-
a ting Mr. D’s restaurant in
Mountainside, and critiquing its food.
I liken this to a Seventh Day Adventist
evaluating a hospital, a nun evaluat-
ing a house of ill repute, Al Sharpton
evaluating the Westfield Police De-
partment, a Chief of Police evaluating
the Administrative Office of a mu-
nicipality, Osama bin Laden evaluat-
ing international passivism, or a Jew-
ish mother evaluating whether she
should change a light bulb or just sit
in the dark.

Maybe there is another job at The
Westfield Leader that would be more
appropriate for Ms. Davis. I was going
to suggest that she could run the local
Food Bank for the poor, but then they
would only get salad, pasta, fruit, and
maybe some eggplant.

When you decide to send another
reporter to Mr. D’s please make sure he
or she is not a vegetarian, and suggest
that the reporter critique the Sunday
brunch, and order the eggs benedict.
It’s as good as Commander Palace in
New Orleans.

William J. Biunno
Mountainside

More Letters
On Page 5


