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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty-nine Christmases and counting, I have seen the mall department
stores tinseled by August. Usually, while shoppers are trying on swimsuits
during end-of-summer sales, Lord & Taylor is peddling dazzling Christ-
mas pins and pinecone potpourri. Such a practice by department store execs
has been predictable, though it makes most of us hyperventilate because we
are nowhere near making our to-do lists for the holidays.

It wasn’t until last weekend, when mom and I were sipping our Gloria
Jeans mochaccinos, that we realized how understated the décor has been
in both Woodbridge Center and Menlo Park Mall. Signs promised that
Santa Claus would be coming in the next week. Lines of children in their
velvet dresses and Sunday best would be anticipating a jolly St. Nick,
seated in a field of illuminated poinsettias and twinkling Toyland candies.

But, less than one week before such festivities, all mom and I could find

were a few red and green banners with tassels, a simple display of
poinsettias, a jester/bear hung upside-down and a modest tree. Holiday
carols were nowhere to be heard, a handful of shoppers stared into plainly-
adorned windows, and one could almost see little Cindy Lou Who asking
The Grinch to return Christmas to her little village of Whoville.

My sincere belief is that store executives have decided to tone
down the hype this year, taking into consideration that this is a
holiday season clouded by a heavy veil of solemnity. It’s hard to
focus on what color cashmere sweater would look better on Aunt
Betty when a staggering amount of families will be plagued by grief
this season. For some, Uncle Greg won’t be making his famous
eggnog, Cousin Liz can’t sing at the piano when it’s time for
caroling, Dad won’t be dressing up as Santa for the family party, and
making sugar cookies with Mom will not be part of the holiday
preparations.

Our towns are usually aglow with lit wreathes on the lampposts,
and the store windows lure shoppers with images of cheery snowmen
and laughing elves. This is just not the time. Mailing cards to
acquaintances will come with a second thought for those fearful of
anthrax, even though it might just be a little flour from cookie
baking on the counter. Apprehension might arise while booking
airline tickets, as we wonder how many will make it home for the
holidays. It’s predicted that most kids would rather find firefighter
or police officer action figures under the tree, instead of violent
video games.

While it is almost bizarre and anti-holiday to be surrounded by
downplayed decorations and festivities at a normally festive period,
it seems only proper and justly respectable that storeowners keep
the normal glitz to a minimum, focusing instead on both the
meaning of the season and those who are minus a family member
this year.

As for me, I won’t miss the tinseled trees or hearing “O Little
Town of Bethlehem” piped into Macy’s walls. I won’t long for the
eerie remote-controlled Santas in every window, or the need to be
laden with heavy bags of gifts to keep the world elated. When I sit
near the tree, holding my goddaughter, as she unwraps her toys, I
will feel more deeply the emptiness of those visiting gravesites or
reflecting on photos of holidays gone by when Cousin Liz used to
gather the family around the piano for an evening of song.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With no hesitation, San Fran-
cisco-born Benjamin Bratt is the
kind of guy you’d take home to
mama. He’s not smug, self-assured,
or a fast-talking, non-committing
pretty boy. Nah, not the former
Mr. Julia Roberts. He’s all about
family, ethics, and standing his
ground for the greater good.

And, if you hadn’t noticed, he’s
easy on the eyes. Aside from his
talent as an actor, ratings went
through the roof of many Nielsen-
monitored houses when he com-
manded the role of Reynaldo “Ray”
Curtis in 1995 on NBC’s “Law &
Order.” So, before he became
hooked onto the arm of Miss Julia
at award ceremonies, Bratt had
his own following.

He took after his grandfather,

Westfield Young Artists' Cooperative Theatre, Inc. (WYACT)
and Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) Present

RICHARRICHARDD RODGERSRODGERS
A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF HIS MUSICA CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF HIS MUSIC

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II & Lorenz Hart

Artistic and Stage Director               Music Director & Conductor 
Cynthia Meryl                                     David Wroe

In Concert on New Year's Eve
7:30 at the Presbyterian Church 

in Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue
Proceeds Benefit WYACT's Free Summer Program

and  the "September 11" United Fund Initiative

Tickets Available in Westfield at: 

Westfield Symphony Orchestra: 

224 East Broad St.

Dogpatch: 333 South Avenue  

The Westfield Leader: 50 Elm St.

Mail Boxes, Etc.: 231 North Ave.  

Falcon Printing: 613 Central Ave.

ADULTS: $25- CHILDREN/STUDENTS: $10

For Further Information, Please Call: 
(908) 233-3200 or (908) 232-9400 

This event made possible through the generosity of the Westfield Foundation, the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and PNC Bank Foundation.

Continued on Page 17

Talk of  the Town
Teens & Local Figures, One-on-One
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By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

*  *  *  *  *
Editor’s Note: This article is the

first in a series of one-on-one inter-
views, entitled “Talk of the Town.”

Adam Turner (AT): If we opened
up your CD player, what “jams”
would we find you rollin’ down the
street to?

Joe Nierle (JN): You’d find a mix
of club dance music, theatre music
and jazz.

AT: Rate my acting ability on a
scale of 1-10, keeping in mind that
you did give me acting classes in
eighth grade. “To be, or not to be?
That is the question.”

JN: To be… a journalist.
AT: So, on a scale of 1-10?
JN: It was good. You had some

heart and soul in it. I’ll give you a 6.
AT: Thanks for the acting classes.

Obviously they paid off! A 6?
On a little more serious note, tell

us about your drama this year and
what inspired it?

JN: When I saw The Laramie
Project in New York, I knew that I
wanted to do it here. It’s the kind of

play that’s good for the actors. You
can use a lot of actors, and I thought
it was a subject we should be ad-
dressing in school about diversity
issues. It is kind of hard because it is
like a docudrama like last year’s
God’s Country. So it was up in the air
whether or not to do two docudramas,
but they both have a different tone to
them, so I went with it.

AT: Do you think it reflects on
society in some way that you feel
there needs to be two “controversial”
dramas in a row to stress problems in
the country?

JN: Yeah, I think so. Considering
what happened in September and
considering the death of somebody
because of who they were and the
racism that still exists in the country,
I think it’s important. We have a
quote in the program by Edmond
Burke that says, “The best way for
evil to triumph is for good people to
do nothing.” If we sit back and do
nothing, people won’t be aware of it.
And educationally, I think it’s our
job.

AT: Tuesday, October 30, one of
Continued on Page 17

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You’ve heard of them, but have
you ever seen them perform? In
existence for hundreds of years, The
Vienna Choir Boys will be appear-
ing at the Union County Arts Cen-
ter (UCAC) in Rahway on Satur-
day, December 1, at 8 p.m. for a
special holiday concert. A group of
24 members, ranging in age from
10-14, will present a classical holi-
day concert, through operettas, sa-
cred works and a broad range of
secular and folk music. Tickets are
$20 and $26. Call the UCAC or
reserve your seats on line by visit-
ing the UCAC’s website at
www.ucac.org.

*  *  *  *  *
The 54th Annual Fall Show of

the Rahway Valley Jerseyaires Cho-
rus, “Oldies But Goodies,” is a
barbershop quartet extravaganza.
This performance will feature a pot-
pourri of 20th century favorites in
holiday style. Two shows will be
held on Saturday, December 1, in
the auditorium of Rahway High
School at Madison and Central Av-
enues in Rahway at 1:30 and 8 p.m.
Tickets range from $5 to $18, de-
pending on age, seating, and per-
formance time. Call (732) 494-3580
or (908) 925-2629 or visit the
website at www.geociteis.com/
rvjerseyaires/. If you think you’d
enjoy performing with them, ask
about rehearsals. The club is open
to men only.

*  *  *  *  *
Women get there chance to sing

as members of The Chansonettes of
Westfield welcome anyone who
likes to sing 4-part harmony. This
year’s festive performance, “Ho Ho
Holidays,” covers the full-range of
celebratory events. The tour begins
on December 3 at St. Bartholomew
in Scotch Plains, and continues on
December 12 at Villa Maria in
Plainfield, December 13 at Sunrise
Assisted Living in Westfield, De-
cember 18 at The Chelsea in
Fanwood, and December 19 at Ar-
bor Glen in Bridgewater. Call Ginny
at (908) 232-1750, or Jackie at (908)
789-5819 for more information.

*  *  *  *  *
On Wednesday, December 5, at 8

p.m. the Westfield Community Band
will perform in concert with the
Edison Intermediate School Broad-
way Singers for the 12th Annual
Holiday Concert. It all happens for
free in the school’s Auditorium. If
you missed them at the recent per-
formance at the Westfield train sta-
tion, all is not lost.

*  *  *  *  *
The New Jersey Intergeneration Or-

chestra of Cranford will perform a con-
cert of pops music dedicated to the
tragic events of September 11, at
Cranford High School on Sunday, De-
cember 2, at 3 p.m. Tickets are $5 and
$6. “A Pops Extravaganza” will be
repeated on Wednesday, December 5,
at 7:30 p.m. at New Providence High
School. There will be a special photo-
graphic exhibit depicting a history of
the orchestra, and a toy drive to benefit
the children affected by the terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center.
Please bring a new, unwrapped toy.

*  *  *  *  *
Ukranian masters of the domra

(mandolin) Tamara Volskaya and
bayan (accordion) Anatoly Trofimov
will appear in another of the Friday
Night Classics Concerts to be pre-
sented on Friday, November 30, at
7:30 p.m. at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield. This is a
free concert with no tickets required.
Donations will be accepted at the
door to offset expenses. Composers
will include, among others, Vivaldi/
Bach, Paginini, Tchaikovsky and
Rimsky-Korsakov. To learn more
about Volskaya and Trofimov, visit
www.dreamwater.com/russcarnival/
and www.doremi.com. Ample park-
ing is available in the church parking
lot off Ferris Place. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 233-4311
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

*  *  *  *  *
The First Congregational Church

of Westfield will continue its Mid-
Day Musicales series of free half-
hour concerts with a program by
the area’s new chamber group,
“Trilogy” at noon on Wednesday,
December 5. Featuring flutist Linda
Boyd, violist Brett Deubner, and
harpist Lynette Wardle, this holi-
day concert will include pieces by
Jolivet, Martin, Genzmer, and
Bach, along with holiday carols. A
soup and sandwich luncheon will
be available in the church’s social
hall for $5 after the concert.

*  *  *  *  *
On Sunday, December 9, at 4 p.m.,

the cantata A Little Advent Music by
Hugo Distler will be presented at
The Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity on Westfield Avenue and First
Street in Westfield. Presented by the
Holy Trinity Choir, soloists, instru-
mental ensembles and narrator, the
cantata will be performed in the con-
text of Evensong sung to Gregorian
chant, accompanied by handbells.
Organ works to be presented include
excerpts from the organ partita on
“Savior of Nations, Come,” also by
Distler. Rives Cassel is Director of
Music. Soloists include Clare
Criscuolo, soprano, and Tom
Schaefer, tenor. The public is invited
to attend this free program.
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By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In 2000,
when Bruce Hornsby played a
Charlottsville, N.C. concert, he
was drowned out by a chatty audi-
ence. Frustrated, he left the stage
and returned to a more respectful
audience.

“I’ve gotten to the point where
I’m not really very patient with
patrons rapping during the show,”
he said.

Perhaps the same strategy would
have worked for Westfielder Maria
Woodford and Flemington native
Alex Radus during a post-Thanks-
giving benefit concert at the
Knights of Columbus in Scotch
Plains.

Woodford and Radus, now
known as Duendé, found them-
selves competing with the packed

audience, filled with gabbing mem-
bers and revelers from other Westfield
bands set to perform.

Not to be defeated, Duendé still
managed to productively present a
set of four songs off their new self-
titled album, due out on Saturday,
December 15, at The Sidewalk Café
in New York.

The growth of both musicians,
which were formerly solo artists,
was obvious. While Duendé was
green and wet behind the ears as a
folk-rock-bluegrass duo only a year
ago, Woodford and Radus harmoni-
ously mingle their voices and com-
municate as one, instead of two sepa-
rate entities.

The union includes Radus, who
possesses a unique brand of Lindsey
Buckingham’s rootsy sound with a
Frank Sinatra bravado. Woodford is

Continued on Page 17 Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUPER COMBO...Maria Woodford of Westfield and Alex Radus of
Flemington blended their musical talent as Duendé during a post-Thanks-
giving concert at the Knights of Columbus in Scotch Plains.

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLACK FRIDAY OR ANY OTHER DAY?...The Friday after Thanksgiving,
known to many as “Black Friday” was toned down at Target in Watchung. A
sprinkling of shoppers, minimal decorations, shortened lines, and a Salvation
Army volunteer left his post early -- all signs that the holiday season’s revelry
has been curtailed slightly.


