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Republican Celentano Is Eighth
New Council Member In 3 Yrs.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

When Republican Guy Celentano
took his seat on the Scotch Plains
Township Council Tuesday night (af-
ter The Times went to press), he be-
came the eighth new member of the
five-member governing body in the
past three years.

Due to circumstances sometimes
beyond anyone’s control, the coun-
cil has had 13 different members
since November of 1998. That
month, years of Republican control
and relative membership stability
ended with the election of three
Democrats — Geri M. Samuel,
Tarquin Jay Bromley and Franklin
P. Donatelli — who took office on
New Year’s Day, 1999, replacing
Republicans Joan Papen, Irene
Schmidt and Robert Johnston.

The three new Democratic mem-

bers joined Republicans Martin L.
Marks and William F. McClintock,
who were then in the midst of their
four-year terms.

Following the death in May, 1999
of Mr. Donatelli, the council ap-
pointed his wife, Lorraine, to fill her
late husband’s seat until a special
election later in the year.

Mrs. Donatelli chose not run to fill
out the remaining three years of her
husband’s term; Republican Frank
S. Rossi was elected to fill out the
term, which runs until the end of next
year. Nearly 11 months later, Mr.
Bromley died midway through his
term; the Council named Democrat
Sharynn Porter to fill the seat until a
special election was held.

Earlier this year, Mrs. Porter chose
not to run to fill out the remaining
year of the four-year term; Mr.
Celentano won the special election
held November 6.

Meanwhile, early last year, Mr.
McClintock, the senior member of
the council, said he would not run for
a third full term in November 2000;
his seat was won by fellow Republi-
can Paulette Coronato.

As a result of these turnovers, coun-
cil elections, normally held every
other year, have been held in each of
the past four years, with another yet
another one set for next November,
when Mrs. Samuel’s four-year term
ends, Mr. Rossi’s term filling Mr.
Donatelli’s unexpired term ends and
Mr. Celentano’s one-year tenure is
over.

Interestingly, council members,
which three years ago had com-
bined experience of more than 40
years, now have a combined 11 years
of total service, with Mayor Marks
currently the senior member, with
nearly five years on the governing
body.

Food Banks, Pantries Gear Up to Meet Demand
For Holidays; Donations Assist Food Warehouse

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MILLICENT K. BRODY
Specially Written for The Times

Almost overnight, and with sud-
denness and severity, the nation has
gone from record-breaking prosper-
ity to the highest unemployment rate

in 18 years. This year, more than
ever, folks will turn to emergency
pantries to help feed their families.

Under the auspices of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield and organized
by Westfield High School students
Billy Schoenbach and Sarah
Liebowitz, over 3,000 flyers were
recently distributed throughout the
community requesting donations of
turkeys and canned goods for the
Thanksgiving holiday.

“We asked that people bring their
frozen turkeys and canned goods to
the temple parking lot the Sunday
and Monday before the holiday,” said
Billy. “Through the efforts of the We
Care Soup Kitchen, the Mandy
Reichman Fund and Temple Emanu-
El volunteers, the food will be dis-
tributed to needy families through-
out Union County.”

“As we all enjoy our Thanksgiving
holiday, and the warmth of our own
families, it is essential to remember
there are always people in need
throughout the year,” said Rabbi Mary
L. Zamore of Temple Emanu-El.

“Children, the elderly, and the
working poor make up the majority
of those who regularly do not have
enough to eat,” said Kathleen
DiChiara, Executive Director of the
FoodBank of New Jersey, who started
distributing food from the back of
her station wagon some 26 years
ago.

As a private, non-profit organiza-
tion that operates without any gov-
ernment grants, depending solely on
the generosity of caring people, the
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey links a substantial supply of food
with a great need.

By soliciting the food industry for
products they will not sell, the
FoodBank helps the hungry, reduces
food waste and brings people to-
gether.

The Community FoodBank, based
in Hillside, is the state’s largest pro-
vider of industry-donated food and
grocery items to approximately
400,000 low-income people in 18
New Jersey counties.

“Hunger is a devastating problem,”
she continued. “It may be hidden on
the faces of those who suffer, but it is
in our midst. Whether it’s families
dealing with the personal tragedy of
poverty or people needing emergency

assistance in times of disaster, the
FoodBank is always here to help.”

Currently, the Community
FoodBank has teamed up with New
Jersey grocers and Fleet Bank to help
raise funds for the hungry.

Residents can support the recov-
ery efforts in Lower Manhattan, help
fight hunger in New Jersey and assist
local emergency pantries by sup-
porting Check-Out Hunger at their
local supermarket, or at one of the
447 Fleet Bank branches statewide.

Shoppers can look for the $1, $3
and $5 donation slips on Check-Out
Hunger placards at the cashier aisle.
One hundred percent of every dona-
tion goes to the Community
FoodBank, and four smaller affili-
ated food banks statewide. Contribu-
tions are put to work immediately for
urgent needs, Ms. DiChiara noted.

Parish secretary Rose O’Hare of
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic

S. Plains Receives Grants
For Parks, Roadway Work

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council was expected to acknowl-
edge receipt of three separate grants
for parks and roadway work at its
Tuesday night meeting.

The first, a $120,000 grant from
the state Transportation
Department’s Trust Fund, will be
used for road work on West Broad
Street. The second, a combined
$64,000 from the state Department
of Environmental Protection and
the state Economic Development
Authority, will be earmarked for
further environmental studies at the

former Terry-Lou Zoo property,
which the township hopes to con-
vert into a passive park.

A third grant of about $7,800
will be used for preliminary work
on planned ballfields on Plainfield
Avenue.

The council was also expected to
approve an interlocal agreement
with Union County for new brick
crosswalks on Park Avenue in the
downtown business district, a
project further enhancing the new
look in the area, where new light-
ing, along with benches, trash re-
ceptacles, is now in place.

Although next year’s municipal

budget will not be finalized for
several more months, preliminary
work on the 2002 spending plan is
already underway, according to
Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins. He reports that the sharply
lower interest rates, spurred by the
Federal Reserve’s 10 interest rate
cuts this year, have negatively af-
fected revenues because of lower
interest income on township in-
vestments.

Lower rates “help people on one
end, but hurts on the other end,” he
said. “We will come up lower than
last year” in terms of investment
income.

FFFFF A S TA S TA S TA S TA S T  F F F F F AAAAA C T SC T SC T SC T SC T S :::::
Despite the nation’s prosper-

ity, 12 million children and 19
million adults still suffer from
hunger or live on the edge of
hunger. (U.S. Census Bureau/
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 2000)

10.1 percent (200,000) of New
Jersey’s children under the age
of 18 still live in poverty. (U.S.
Census Bureau, 2000)

The Community FoodBank of
New Jersey annually distributes
18 million pounds of food and
other groceries. Its efforts in-
clude:

•Helping private, nonprofit
groups where hungry people turn
for help — food pantries, shel-
ters for the homeless, soup kitch-
ens, child care centers, battered
women’s shelters and senior pro-
grams.

•Serving over 1,500 organiza-
tions in 18 New Jersey counties
— from its Hillside headquar-
ters or its southern branch in Egg
Harbor Township.

•Picking up large-scale dona-
tions from over 250 corpora-
tions in New Jersey and across
the country — food may be dry,
refrigerated or frozen.

•Almost 13,000 volunteers
contribute more than 62,000
hours a year.

PPPPP L AL AL AL AL AC E SC E SC E SC E SC E S      TTTTTOOOOO  D D D D D O N AO N AO N AO N AO N AT ET ET ET ET E  F F F F F O O DO O DO O DO O DO O D     A N DA N DA N DA N DA N D  S S S S S TTTTTA P L E SA P L E SA P L E SA P L E SA P L E S :::::
Community FoodBank of New Jersey, 31 Evans Road, Hillside, (908)

355-3663. Information is also available at: www.njfoodbank.org.
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, 74 Martine Avenue, Fanwood, (908)

889-8891.
The Food Pantry at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church, 315 First

Street, Westfield, (908) 232-8137.
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad Street, Westfield, (908) 232-6770.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
DUMPING THE LEAVES…The Department of Public Works for the Township of Scotch Plains recently performed one
of the traditional tasks of the fall season by removing heaps of multi-colored leaves in front of the Scotch Plains Public
Library.

Amy Horowitz for The Times
HE HAS THE GOODS…Patrick Doliber, 11, a member of Eagle Troop No.
33, totes Thanksgiving trimmings to add to a special collection at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Turkeys, cranberry sauce, stuffing and
other goodies were gathered by parishioners to aid those who are in need this
holiday season.

PRACTICING THEIR ROUTINES...The Color Guard from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raider Marching
Band practices its routines before a recent performance.

H a p p y  T h a n k s g i v i n g !
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Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
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40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Westfield Mayor Looks to Begin
Process of Appointments This Week

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Mayor Greg
McDermott said this week that he
plans to start the process of filling
vacancies on various boards and
commissions, “sometime after
Thanksgiving.”

The Mayor indicated that letters
will be sent the chairmen of mu-
nicipal boards and commission,
seeking the names of members
whose terms will expire this year
and whether or not these individu-
als want to continue to serve.

Mayor McDermott said he is not
looking to replace any of the board

chairmen this year, indicating he
favors a rotating schedule of chair-
persons. New chairmen were ap-
pointed on the planning board,
board of adjustment and recreation
commission last year.

Once the list of vacancies is es-
tablished, the Mayor plans to ask
the Democrats to submit the names
of individuals who would be inter-
ested in filling any of those vacan-
cies. He said appointments should
not be based on political party af-
filiation, but rather the interest of
resident to serve.

“I just hope the other side of the
aisle remembered what we did last

year,” he said.
Mayor McDermott indicated that

he felt a consensus was reached,
for the most part, this year among
the council and Mayor.

“I don’t think that should change
because we have a different makeup
on the council,” he explained.

He noted, however, that he was
“rather disturbed” by remarks at-
tributed to newly elected Demo-
crats Susan Jacobson and Kevin
Walsh.

He particularly took offense to a
“good old boy network” comment
from Mr. Walsh. The Mayor noted
that the Democrats held the mayor’s
four years prior to his election last
year.

In other business, the Mayor plans
to have the municipal budget begin
in December, starting with the capi-
tal spending plan.

Municipal officials, including
Mayor McDermott, were in Atlan-
tic City last week to attend the New
Jersey League of Municipalities
Convention.

Officials had the change to view
traffic calming devices and other
equipment the town might be inter-
ested in purchasing.

Mayor McDermott indicated that
Councilwoman-elect Jacobson and
Councilman-elect Walsh would be
invited to attend those meetings.

On another matter, the parking
advisory committee will hold a
open meeting at the municipal
building on Monday, November 26
following small group meetings in
each of the four wards.

The committee is expected to
present its final report on solving
the town’s parking capacity short-
age, including cost estimates, by
the end of the year.

On a related matter, the mayor
hopes to have the newly created
position of parking director in place
by the new year.

Acting Town Administrator Jim
Gildea has begun the interview pro-
cess.

The head of a parking authority
in Hartford, Conn. Turned down an
offer from the town earlier in the
year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Helping Needy
Church in Westfield echoed the need
to provide food for the less fortunate.

“Canned foods are always in de-
mand,” she said. “High on the list are
soups, stews, vegetables, fruits, pas-
tas and boxes of cold cereal. We
always welcome powdered milk,
baby food, laundry detergents and
paper goods. Donations to the food
bank are always appreciated.”

Although the food bank at Holy
Trinity Church will provide holi-
day baskets for more than 50 un-
derprivileged families this Thanks-
giving, the drive will continue
through the Christmas holiday.

“Free turkeys will be accepted
throughout the month of December,”
she added. “Food baskets will be
delivered two weeks before the holi-
day. To make the holiday more mean-
ingful, (residents should) consider
including a tin of home-baked goods.”

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Boy
Scouts are doing their part to feed
the hungry. Going door-to-door, they
collected grocery bags filled with
food for the food bank located at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

“The food bank opens the third
Saturday of every month,” said As-
sociate Pastor Jessica Bailey. “Af-
ter this most successful drive, we
are usually set for the year, but if
not, the congregation generously
provides.

“We receive our list of the needy
from special service agencies. Each
family can look forward to a gener-
ous Thanksgiving and Christmas
holiday box filled with food.”

“Many organizations have food
drives in November,” said Meara
Nigro of the FoodBank of New
Jersey. “But hunger is a problem
year-round. We also accept finan-
cial donations. Whatever people
want to give, will always be ac-
cepted.”

Student Council Officers
Elected at Magnet School

SCOTCH PLAINS –Students at
the Union County Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains have elected
their student officers for the school
year and have already begun a num-
ber of important community service
projects.

The Executive Board of the Stu-
dent Council for the 2001-2002
school year includes Westfield resi-
dent Kim Cernak. She will serve as
Vice President. Other members serv-
ing on the Student Council include
Junior Class Vice President Anne

CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN…Responding to a request by President
George W. Bush, students at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains
collected money for the children of Afghanistan. Each participant donated $1,
which will be sent to the White House in envelopes decorated with a heart in the
colors of the United States and Afghanistan. Pictured, left to right, are: Paige
Della Badia, Matthew Zawodniak, and Celeste Bilkerdyk.

Flor-Stagnato of Scotch Plains.
Student council members have

worked closely with the Magnet High
School’s Community Service Club
and the National Honor Society to
raise $625 for the Red Cross Disaster
Relief Fund. Currently, the council
is hosting a Pride Links sale to raise
money for the relief fund announced
by President George W. Bush to aid
the children of Afghanistan.

Other activities planned for the
school year include a Poetry Slam,
Spirit Days, and a semi-formal dance.

Walsh Declares He Met
Residency Requirements

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Several Westfield
residents have approached The
Westfield Leader with concerns re-
garding the residency eligibility re-
quirements for the declaration of
candidacy for town council seats
and whether or not Councilman-
elect Kevin G. Walsh has properly
met those residency requirements.

According to New Jersey State
Code 40A:9-1.13, a candidate must
have resided within the municipal-
ity and ward in which he declares
his candidacy one year “prior to the
date upon which the election for the
office is to be held.”

The Leader was unable to con-
tact Mr. Walsh’s landlord, James
Aiello, by press deadline to verify
the date on the Councilman-elect’s
lease. Mr. Walsh resides on Rahway
Avenue.

According to Mr. Walsh, he has
resided in Westfield since June 1,
2000. The Primary Election for his
post was originally scheduled to be

held on June 5, 2001 and was then
postponed to June 26. Therefore,
Mr. Walsh met the residency re-
quirement by more than one year.

The concern raised by several
Westfield residents, who wish to
remain anonymous, asked whether
the residency requirement was tal-
lied backwards from the date of the
election or from the date of signing
the petition to declare candidacy.
The date on which Mr. Walsh signed
the petition was April 10, 2001,
which, according to the wording of
the statute, appears to be irrelevant
as it pertains to his eligibility.

Town Clerk Bernard Heeney,
whose office is responsible for veri-
fying a candidate’s eligibility, said
that he would look into clarifying
the statute’s interpretation. Town
Attorney Robert Cockren was un-
able to give a legal clarification in
time for publication, but will also
look into the matter.

The Councilman-elect changed
his voter registration address from
Somerset to Westfield on July 6,

2000, according to information ob-
tained from the Union County Board
of Elections in Elizabeth.

Mr. Walsh said that he would like
those who are questioning the va-
lidity of his eligibility to contact
him directly, so that he can person-
ally discuss that matter or any other
concerns that they may have with
them.

Mr. Walsh was elected to the town
council this November, edging out
incumbent Republican Neil
Sullivan.

AGA Seeks Reappointment
From Westfield Town Council

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- With their annual
contract to continue as Westfield’s
insurance risk manager coming up
for renewal on December 31, Amal-
gamated General Agencies co-owner
Ronald Frigerio believes AGA
should continue in that role.

AGA serves as both an insurance
consultant and broker for the Town
of Westfield, collecting insurance
bids for the town to find the best
deal in the marketplace.

The Westfield company was ap-
pointed in December, 1998. The
form was reappointed for 2000 and
2001.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader, Mr. Frigerio noted that AGA
handled the property and liability
insurance work for the Town of
Westfield prior to becoming the
agent if record in 1999.

“It should be noted that for at
least 12 years, AGA either directly
or indirectly, handled some of the
toughest problems the town ever
faced, including the total loss of its
(the town fire department’s) snorkel
(truck) in a Plainfield chemical fire,”
Mr. Frigerio in a memorandum he
intends to submit to the Westfield
mayor and town council.

“It must be remembered that AGA
was in government insurance long
before it ever got involved with
Westfield and remains a factor in
this area today,” the memo stated.

Ray Vaughn, the AGA agent who
handles the Westfield account, noted
that soon after AGA took over from
Bowlinger Fowler, AGA told Blue
Cross-Blue Shield (now Horizon) to
renegotiate its health care policy.
As a result, the town’s premium
dropped $83,000.

Mr. Vaughn noted that Westfield
received a $153,000 dividend last
year for its property and casualty
insurance which is negotiated
through the Surburban Joint Insur-

ance Fund, of which Westfield is a
member. Westfield has been noti-
fied that its dividend this year will
be $146,000.

Mr. Vaughn noted that he handles
the Town of Westfield account, “100
percent,” noting that Mr. Frigerio
does not get involved.

With Democrats stepping into the
majority role for the first time this
January, AGA knows they could lose
the Westfield contract.

Democrats have said they believe
AGA was given the contract simply
out of political patronage.

“I don’t know what is going to
happen,” Mr. Frigerio admitted con-
cerning whether his company will
be re-appointed.

He noted that while he was Mayor
in 1980s, the town sustained a seri-
ous environmental accident, result-
ing in a serious illness to a Scotch
Plains resident.

The town’s casualty carrier at the
time settled the claim for a quarter
of a million dollars. However, the
company opted not to continue as
the carrier for the town’s pollution
coverage.

Mayor Frigerio noted that he got
Continental Insurance to takeover
the contract until his mayoral term
end at which time AGA would handle
the account.

“AGA received no commission
during this interim period,” Mr.
Frigerio emphasized.

AGA was named the agent for
Continental by the town in 1987,
when Mr. Frigerio’s mayoral term
expired. Pearsall Franchenbach con-
tinued to serve during this time pe-
riod as Westfield’s insurance bro-
ker.

“Each year, when the policies re-
newed, AGA would submit renewal
quotes and Pearsall would try to
beat then since we had to send re-
newal to them,” Mr. Frigerio said in
his memorandum dated November
16. “Not only could they not beat

them, but also when it was time to
obtain an umbrella (policy), they
were not able to do so. AGA once
again bailed them out and arranged
for coverage for the coverage the
umbrella. This process continued.
Finally, a councilman in Westfield
went to the prosecutor’s office and
asked for an investigation.”

Mr. Frigerio, in the end, the state’s
Division of Local Government Ser-
vices “who found that the process
employed by Pearsall was flawed
and improper. A third party should
be reviewing the quotes.”

The town opted to bring in its own
expert to handle the insurance quotes
and AGA was not allowed to utilize
the company that currently provid-
ing the umbrella policy in its re-
newal process. AGA submitted the
quotes from the company, regard-
less and lost the Westfield contract.
Mr. Frigerio said, as a local com-
pany, AGA did not want to appeal
the decision in court.

Pearsall Franchenbach merged
with Spencer Maben Agency in Sum-
mit in 1991 and later was taken over
by Bollinger Fowler.

Mr. Frigerio emphasized that
Bollinger is not located in Westfield
or Union County.

In 1991, Louis Lefevre, Pearsall’s
agent at the time, asked the town
administration to terminate its bro-
kerage arrangement with AGA. He
charged that AGA was no longer
satisfied being a secondary agent,
and had its eyes and becoming the
town’s agent of record.

Madrigal Singers to Present
‘Tidings of Comfort and Joy’

WESTFIELD — The Madrigal
Singers, directed by Elaine Fiorino,
will present “Tidings of Comfort
and Joy,” a program of music and
readings for the Christmas season,
on Sunday, December 9, at 3 p.m.
at the First United Methodist
Church, 1 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

Selections from the Bible and
Shakespeare read by Judy Sullivan
of Scotch Plains, will tell the Christ-
mas story. Groups of carols and
motets, spanning six centuries, will
be sung a cappella or with flutes and
recorders by Janet Somers of
Westfield and Jenny Cline.

The program will open with O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and
Hassler’s six-part Verbum caro fac-
tum est.

An old Basque Noël will tell of
the Angel Gabriel’s message to
Mary, who is honored in Palestrina’s
Ave Regina Coelorum.

Other selections will include
Shaw’s Fanfare for Christmas Day,
Hawley Ades’ Gaudete, Vittoria’s O
magnum mysterium, O Jesulein süss
by Bach and Hush! My Dear, Lie
Still and Slumber by Willcocks.

The program will continue with
Handl’s Omnes de Saba, Out of Your
Sleep Arise and Wake, I Wonder As
I Wander, and Tomkins’ O Pray for
the Peace of Jerusalem.

The concert will conclude with
three English carols celebrating the
joys of Christmastide.

Admission is by donation at the
door. For further information, please
call (908) 233-1570.

Amy Horowitz for The Times
BOUNTIFUL HARVEST…Fanwood Presbyterian Church parishioner Barbara Cox sorts the canned goods into boxes.
Boxes were also filled to the brim with bags of apples, cereals, stuffing, potatoes and gravies. Please see story on Page 1
about Food Banks.

Lathrop Attends
Governor’s School

SCOTCH PLAINS – Carolyn
Lathrop of Scotch Plains recently at-
tended the Governor’s School on the
Environment at the Richard Stockton
State College of New Jersey. The school
concentrates on national and urban eco-
systems, pollution, geopolitics of space,
and the international food and water
crisis.

The extensive, four-week program was
extended to Carolyn, a student at the
Union County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains, based on nominations by
the school, her application to the pro-
gram, school transcripts, letters of rec-
ommendation, essays, extracurricular ac-
tivities, community service, special hon-
ors and PSAT scores.

Carolyn is a member of the Magnet
High School’s Class of 2002, the
institution’s second graduating class.

People for Animals
Posts Pet Adoptions

AREA – People for Animals, a
nonprofit animal welfare organi-
zation serving New Jersey, will
sponsor pet adoption events on
Saturday and Sunday, November
24 and 25, from noon to 4 p.m. at
the Bridgewater PETsMART store
in the Promenade Mall at the inter-
section of Routes 28 and 287, and
at the Watchung PETsMART store
in the Watchung Square Mall at
1515 Route 22.

Among the many pets available
for adoption will be “Albee,” a
five-month-old, buff-colored male
kitten. He is current with his vacci-
nations, neutered and has tested
negative to FIV and feline leuke-
mia. He is described as playful and
affectionate with people and other
pets.

To adopt, or for information,
please call (908) 688-1073 and
press 1 for dog adoption or 8 for cat
adoption. Other pets available for
adoption may be seen at
www.pfa.petfinder.org.


