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SCHILLER FINDS STEVE WILLIAMS FOR TWO TDS

Wolfpack Gridmen Slip Past
Overcharged Raiders, 32-20

DEPAOLA 16 ASSTS; DOLANSKY, J. MONROY, 7 & 4 KILLS

Viking ‘V’Ballers Advance
To State Group 2 Finals

MATT DALY, JENKINS, MILLER EACH SCORE TDS

No. 2 Mountie Gridmen Halt
Blue Devils in Semis, 41-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anxious anticipation of victory in
the second half may have proved to
be the downfall of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood football team during the
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2
semifinals in Chester on November
16. After a 14-6, halftime lead, the
overcharged Raiders self destructed
and literally watched West Morris
Central fullback Lance Lynch slip
through the seams for four touch-
downs.

Playing to their capability, the
Raiders overcame a 6-0 first-quarter
deficit with touchdown marches of
60 yards and 92 yards to gain plenty
of confidence and the 14-6 lead at the
half. Unfortunately, that anxious an-
ticipation jarred the Raider offense’s
rhythm on the opening series of the
second half and the ripple effect next
led to confusion in the defense.

“You get to the point where you
are fired up too much that you don’t
have control of your body,” Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli pointed out.
“That happened. But these are kids
and I’m proud of them.”

Raider quarterback Brian Schiller
completed five of 14 passes – one
interception – for 133 yards, includ-
ing touchdown passes of 19 yards
and 58 yards to wide receiver Steve
Williams. Sophomore halfback Kyle
Baker rushed 11 times for 89 yards
and senior Adam Bendik recovered a
Baker fumble in the end zone for a
touchdown (TD).

Lynch rolled up 233 yards on 28
carries for the top-seeded, 8-1
Wolfpack and had TD gallops of 34,
49, 2, and 24 yards, respectively.
Halfback Brian Kevil had a 36-yard
TD dash in the first quarter.

The Wolfpack caught the Raiders
off guard on the opening drive and

marched from their own 20 to the
Raider 14 before being faced with a
fourth-and-three situation. A field
goal attempt hooked wide to the left.
After the Raider sputtered on their
first series, and punter Mike Buffardi
got off a fine 38-yard punt, the
Wolfpack chewed up 58 yards on
five rushes, capped by Kevil’s 36-
yard TD run with 2:17 left in the first
quarter. The point after (PAT) kick
failed.

Receiving the kickoff at the 17,
Ray Williams returned it to the Raider
40 to set up a four-play 60-yard TD
march. On first down, Ray Williams
who finished with three receptions
for 55 yards and an interception,
flew down the right side and grabbed
Schiller’s pass at the Wolfpack 20.
Three plays later, on the first play of
the second quarter from the 19,
Schiller hit Steve Williams at the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Being ranked No. 2 did not seem to
satisfy the undefeated Montclair High
School football team and they took it
out on the visiting Westfield Blue
Devils on November 17, rolling up a
41-21 victory in the semifinals of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
playoffs.

Despite holding a 27-0 lead at the
half and a 35-0 lead entering the
fourth quarter, the Mounties kept
most of their first string in to bolster
their numbers. However, the Blue
Devils battled back, taking advan-
tage of two successful onsides kicks,
to show the Mounties that they also
had scoring capabilities.

Westfield was stopped in its tracks
in the first half and could only accu-
mulate 37 total yards but, in the
second half, the Blue Devils totaled
121 yards – 63 rushing and 58 pass-
ing. Senior fullback Matt Daly, who

rushed 56 yards on eight carries,
scored the first Blue Devils’ touch-
down. Senior halfback Terrence
Jenkins, who had five carries for 36
yards, had a 35-yard interception for
a touchdown and added a 22-yard
touchdown pass to Rich Miller for
the final score.

Defensively, Matt Andzell had nine
tackles, Matt and Pat Daly each had
some fine open field tackles,
Guiseppe Insinga had an eight-yard
sack and Brian Butts also had an
interception. Punter Jay Cook had
boots of 38, 42, 35 and 35 yards,
respectively.

Montclair was loaded with offen-
sive weapons and amassed 207 yards
on the ground and 257 in the air.
Halfback Hanif Suluki kept the Blue
Devil defense in check with 149
yards rushing on 22 carries. Quarter-
back Tyrone Griner had the Devil
defense shaking their heads, finding
wideouts Derrick Harper – eight re-

ceptions for 108 yards and touch-
downs of nine, 10 and 10 yards,
respectively – and Tyee Davis – three
receptions for 145 yards and TDs of
80 and 48 yards, respectively.

“They have every weapon in the
book,” exclaimed Blue Devil Head
Coach Ed Tranchina. “The are very
difficult to defend. They are well
coached. They have tremendous
athleticism. They can throw, they
can pass and they can run.”

Searching for a weakness in the
Mounties’ armor, Tranchina chuck-
led and said, “You know where their
weakness is...in punting. Because
they never have to punt.”

The Mounties galloped 84 yards
on 14 plays into the end zone, capped
by Harper’s nine-yard TD catch,
chewing 7:19 seconds off the clock.
On the first play of the second quar-
ter, Davis scored on his 80-yard re-
ception. With 7:23 left in the half,

BY FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Before a packed house of scream-
ing fans, the formidable Union Catho-
lic High School girls volleyball team
(22-2) elevated itself to the doorstep
of its first ever NJSIAA/PSEG Group
2 championship, by defeating
Dumont High School, 15-10, 15-11,
on November 15 in Scotch Plains.

Middle hitter, junior Linda
Dolansky bombarded the Huskies
with seven kills, two blocks and three

aces. Crafty senior captain and
middle player Jackie Monroy ham-
mered away with four kills, scooped
eight digs and had two blocks. Sister,
sophomore outside hitter Jennifer
Monroy accounted for six kills, six
digs, and three blocks and served up
three aces.

“Injury appears to come our way
in important meetings,” explained
head volleyball coach Nancy Saggio.
“We had to come out minus senior
starter setter Kathy Babicz, who was

involved in a car accident, and that
definitely affected our mentality and
timing. I didn’t think we would get
into so much trouble, but there were
times that we played flat as pan-
cakes.”

Junior setter, Maria DePaola, sub-
stituting for starting setter Babicz,
played the game of her life. DePaola,
although having seen sparse playing
time, answered the call big time,
contributing with 16 assists while
garnering four aces for the Vikings.

The Vikings did have their diffi-
culties in game one, as the Huskies
knuckled the ball for seven consecu-
tive points in the match for a 10-3
edge. But the balanced Vikings sim-
ply possessed too many weapons,
too much experience, as the Huskies
discovered. Union Catholic answered
in turn with 10 consecutive points.
De Paola served up five straight
points, senior middle Rachel Sea-
man, Dolansky and Jenny Monroy
did the rest for the 15-11 victory.

In game number two, the Vikings
continued to control the Huskies early
on, possessing a 3-0 edge, when sud-
denly they found themselves hurled
into yet another tailspin. As the setter
switch appeared to be shut off and
the offensive timing off, the Huskies

Soccer Kardinal Boys Stop
Blue Devils in Shootout

The Westfield High School boys’
soccer team experienced being on
the short end of an extended
shootout, falling to 15th-ranked
Kearny, 2-1, in the semifinals of the
Group 4 tournament at DePaul High
School in Wayne on November 13.
A correct decision to kick his shot to
the right side by Scott Millar gave
the Kardinals the victory on the
22nd penalty shot.

The Kardinals out-shot the Blue
Devils in the first half but sopho-
more Lee Tomasso, on a cross from
senior Anthony Tomasso, rippled
the net in the sixth minute to put
Westfield ahead, 1-0. With nine
minutes remaining in the first half,
Millar, on an assist from Jorge
Nogueira, drilled a shot into the left

corner to knot the score.
Blue Devil goalie Kevin Cutro

and Kardinal goalie Rob Gorski were
outstanding, especially in the sec-
ond half. Both made several game-
saving stops to send the game into
and through two sudden victory
overtimes. Gorski and Cutro each
deflected three penalty kicks and
one of Millar’s shots bounced off
the left post, failing to cross the
goal.

In the penalty round, Dan Caprario
netted two goals and Lee Tomasso,
Anthony Tomasso, Billy Schultz and
Dave Santoriello each netted one.
Westfield finished its season at 15-
6 while Kearny improved to 17-3-2.
Westfield 1 0 0 0 (6) 1
Kearny 1 0 0 0 (7) 2
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HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
The sports department of The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood would like
to wish everybody a very joyous and
happy Thanksgiving Day.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT ALWAYS PERFECT, BUT MOSTLY...Viking Jackie Monroy spikes the ball into the net this time, but mostly she
has been quite successful with her kills.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A REAL DOGFIGHT...The Raider “Wild Dogs” and the West Morris Central
Wolfpack engaged in a real dogfight during the North Jersey, Group 3, Section
2 semifinals.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
BIG RECEPTION...Wide receiver Ray
Williams, No. 6, had a 40-yard recep-
tion to set up a Raider touchdown.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
FRUSTRATED...The Mounties frus-
trated quarterback Louis Mercer, No.
3, with their tight coverage.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING SOME OFFENSE...Blue Devil Brian Butts, No. 14, had an interception
and a 13-yard reception against the Mounties. Jay Cook, No. 9, had a fumble
recovery. Montclair defeated Westfield, 41-21.


