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Divided Planning Board Grants Approval
To Minor Subdivision on Greene Place

By JAMES FOERST
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Even before Westfield’s new land
use ordinance takes effect, it came
under fire at the November 5 meet-
ing of the Westfield Planning Board.

The new ordinance is designed to
reduce residential over-development
by giving the Planning Board an
ordinance with some legal authority

to reject applications, which would
be detrimental to surrounding prop-
erty owners.

The new ordinance enumerates 13
criteria, which an applicant must
demonstrate before a major or the
Planning Board approves minor sub-
division. Although having been
passed by the Town Council, the new
ordinance will not take effect until
later this month.

The controversy arose over an ap-
plication of Robert Burton of Greene
Place in Westfield. Mr. Burton re-
quested that the Planning Board ap-
prove his request for a minor subdi-
vision creating two single-family lots
from an existing single-family lot, a
practice known as “shoe-horning.”

The application was vehemently
opposed by residents of Carleton
Road, who cited exacerbation of
drainage and flooding problems by
the construction of a new home in,
“their back yards.” Greene Place CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

abuts the properties located on
Carleton Road.

John Blake, a 32-year resident of
Carleton Road, told the board that a
serious drainage issue exists in and
around the area of the Burton prop-
erty. Carmen Vitale, also of Carleton
Road, noted that for the past 31 years,
he has had annual flooding in his
basement and garage. Other resi-
dents noted that, at times, some two
to three inches of standing water is
present on the Burton property.

In requesting that the board reject

 “Approval of this application
provides a way of coming in
through the back door,”

Councilman Rafael Betancourt,
Town Council Liaison to the

Planning Board

“How we phase this in will be
critical. It will be tough to oper-
ate if (it is) not finished by Sep-
tember 2003,”

Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William J. Foley

Valet Parking Pilot Program
Rejected by Council Members

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A proposal to initiate a one-month
pilot valet parking system at the south
side train station lot appears dead
after the lame-duck Republican ma-
jority on the town council were un-
able to gain support from their Demo-
cratic colleagues.

Republicans had hoped to hire Park
Plus Valet Service of Staten Island,
to set up a valet system during the
month of December at $17,250 as a
prelude to gaining a full-year con-
tract during the council’s budget pro-
cess. The company bid a quarter of a
million dollars to run a program for
a year.

Park Plus has indicated that it ex-
pected to stack another 125 to 150
vehicles in the lot. The service would
be operated from 7 a.m. to midnight,

Monday through Friday, excluding
holidays.

First Ward Councilman Carl
Salisbury noted his past objections
to starting a valet system at this time;
that it would be better to try such a
service when one of the municipal
lots is knocked out of service during
the construction phase of a parking
deck.

Third Ward Councilman Neil
Sullivan, serving as Acting Mayor,
disagreed with those sentiments by
stating, “There is no time like the
present.”

Peter Echausse, who also repre-
sents the first ward, responded, “I
say try it, they just might like it.”

Seeing the seemingly lack of sup-
port from Democrats, who will take
the majority for the first time in
January, Mr. Sullivan commented,

“Are we wasting our time flapping
our jaws if there is no sentiment to
move forward?”

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman, noting the pro-
gram would not generate sufficient
revenue to offset its cost, called a
one-month valet service, “a money-
losing proposition.”

Finance Committee Chairman
Matthew Albano, who represents the
Second Ward, responded, “I think
we would be remiss if we didn’t do
it.”

After listening to both sides of the
argument, Acting Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said he would rather
wait and do the program for a full
year, indicating that December is a
busy month for the Town Clerk’s
office which would have to sell the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

the application, Mr. Blake cited the
town’s new land use ordinance and
requested that the board take action
under the ordinance.

He noted that although the ordi-
nance had not taken effect, the board
“should be directed by the intention
of the elected officials who have
approved the new law.” He contin-
ued by stating, “Under the new ordi-
nance, it is the applicant’s responsi-
bility to prove to this board that the
proposal will not have a deleterious
effect on surrounding properties.”

Mr. Burton had presented only tes-
timonial evidence of James Watson,
a licensed land surveyor, regarding
the boundary lines of the proposed
lot. In his testimony, Mr. Watson
acknowledged that no impact stud-
ies on adjacent properties had been
performed as would be required un-
der the new ordinance.

Charles Brandt, Mr. Burton’s at-

High School Addition on Schedule
With Work to Begin by February

By MICHELE VACCARI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
met with architects Tuesday evening
to discuss the construction schedule
for the Westfield High School reno-
vation project.

Construction of the addition and
renovations are set to begin as early
as February 2002.

Plans for the $21 million project
were submitted on October 16 to the
state Department of Education.

David Fraytak, of Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, told board members that the
cycle for review by the state takes
approximately five to six weeks.

With the Monday, November 26
deadline approaching, Mr. Fraytak
explained, “We are relatively on
schedule.” Following comments by
state education officials, documents
will be prepared for bidding to hire a
contractor for the project by mid-
December.

Mr. Fraytak told the board that he
would like to see construction begin
no later than March of 2002. If all
goes well, the town should see sub-
stantial completion of the project by
April of 2003.

The architects related that conti-
nuity in the architecture was crucial
was a crucial aspect of the project.

“We tried to capture the feeling
that is complete with all of the build-
ings,” said Mr. Fraytak.

The visual aspects of the building
will echo the construction of the
existing buildings built in the early
1950s and 1960s. However, conser-
vation was in mind when architects
selected energy-efficient walls and
windows.

The proposed design maintains the
horizontal feel of the school, but
introduces vertical components that

will compliment the old building,
but not give an old feeling. Includ-
ing, “punched in” windows that give
a more contemporary look. Archi-
tects also plan to work closely with
brick manufacturers to ensure the
closest blending of bricks.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
told the board this proposal is “today’s
downtown Westfield versus the past.”

The three-story addition on the
Trinity Place side of the high school
will be a major academic wing, home
to modern science and art classrooms.
Completion of the wing is hoped for
by September 2003, causing no dis-
ruption to academics already taking
place in the existing school and modu-
lar classrooms.

Mr. Fraytak told the board that with
the new building in position, the sight
of the old building on Trinity Place
would be lost. He plans to achieve
continuity around the corner.

“We want to create transition be-
tween both buildings,” said Mr.
Fraytak.

Although the board seemed pleased
with the overall scale of the design,
they still need to resolve the “little
details,” including the authenticity
of bricks being used.

“How we phase this in will be
critical,” said Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley. “It will
be tough to operate if (it is) not

finished by September 2003.”
Another issue discussed at this

week’s meeting included the 2000-
2001 audit. Bob Morrison, repre-
senting the auditing firm of Hodulik
& Morrison, P.A., was on hand to
report that the “board’s internal con-
trols are designed and operating prop-
erly, and are compliant with the law.”

Also, Thursday, November 15 is
“College Night” at Westfield High
School. The informative program will
begin at 7:30 p.m. All juniors and
seniors are encouraged to attend.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
OUT WITH THE OLD…Construction workers remove asphalt from the parking lot on Elmer Street, located behind the
Rialto Theater.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU DON’T…Confusion with an additional lane on
North Avenue may now be cleared up with this simple cleaning process.
Workers remove the turning lane markers, which confused local residents.

Early Deadline Posted
By The Leader Office
The office of The Westfield

Leader has announced that, due
to the Thanksgiving holiday on
Thursday, November 22, all
press releases, letters to the edi-
tor, and advertising materials
must be submitted as soon as
possible.

The Leader will be delivered
to subscribers on Wednesday,
November 21.

Town Council Appointment Process
Expected to Get Underway Shortly

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The list of vacancies on town
boards and commissions is currently
being finalized. The next step will be
how Republican Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott wishes to proceed.

Following the Democrats’ pick-up
of two on council seats on Election
Day, the party will hold the majority
come January for the first time in
history.

Among the positions expected to
generate the most debate are the
town attorney, filled the past year by
Robert Cockren, the former board of
adjustment attorney and ex-Westfield
Republican Municipal Chairman.

Democrats had expressed concern
last month that Mr. Cockren served

as counsel for the Westfield Ward
Commission during its redistricting
process. The commission voted 3-2
to move the entire Cacciola Place
neighborhood into the second ward.
The commission included the four
members of the Union County Board
of Elections, split between the two
political parties, and the Westfield
town clerk.

Democrats may also seek to change
public defenders. Christine Nugent
was named last year to replace Demo-
cratic appointee Michael Diamond
who served from 1997 through the
end of 2000.

One of the biggest areas of conten-
tion the past few years has been that
of the insurance risk manager.

Bowlinger Fowler of Short Hills

was replaced in 1998 after 50 years
of service to the town, in favor of
Amalgamated General Agencies
(AGA), a Westfield-based firm owned
by former Westfield Mayor and cur-
rent  Union County Republican Chair-
man, Ron Frigerio.

AGA’s contract will expire on De-
cember 31.

In terms of non-paid appointments,
the Mayor and council will need to
decide whether to reappoint Com-
missioners Jonathan W. Jones,
Debbie Judd and Robert Smith. The
annual chairmanship, currently held
by Keith Hertell, is a mayoral ap-
pointment.

The terms of Martin Robbins and
William Ziff, both full members of
the planning board appointed by
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, are expir-
ing this year along with alternate
William Cariste. The chairmanship,
currently held by Robert Newell,
will be determined by a board vote in
January. Mr. Newell’s term does not
expire for another year.

The terms of board of adjustment
members Glenn de Brueys, William
Heinbockel, and alternate Jane
Sentivan are set to expire December
31.

The term of Jubb Corbet, Presi-
dent of the Westfield Board of Health,
is due to expire along with alternate
Thomas O’Neill.

The terms of Melissa Stanton and
Councilwoman-elect Susan
Jacobson, members of the Westfield
Memorial Library Board of Trust-
ees, are set to expire. Ms. Stanton
was appointed by Mayor Jardim,
while Mrs. Jacobson was named this
year as Mayor McDermott’s desig-
nee to the library board.

Mayor McDermott will also name
the standing council committees for
2002.

Council consent is required on most
mayoral appointments with the excep-
tion of council committees, the recre-
ation commission chairman and appoint-
ments to various county committees.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STATE GROUP 4, SECTION 2 BOYS SOCCER CHAMPS...The Westfield High School boys’ soccer team jubilantly
gather on the field after defeating Columbia High School, 3-2, in a shootout for the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 crown
on November 9 in South Orange. The last time the Blue Devil boys won the championship was in 1995.
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.
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Minor Subdivision
OK’d by Board

www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

7 days 9am-5pm

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Special Savings

2001 The Year of
the Gingerbread.
Lots of Patriotic Designs

Nov 16th, 17th, 18th

Holiday
Open

 House

*20% OFF
All Giftware

These are a few of the many items available:

Enjoy the bright 
holiday decorations 

and warm hospitality at 
our 15th annual Gift 
Shop Open House.

(*Radko Not included)

� �Painted Glassware

� �Peggy Karr Glass

�Christmas Lights �

�Clocks �

� �

�Lighted Reindeer �Many Other Items

Artificial Wreaths & Garlands

Candles

Thanksgiving Gifts

Ty Beanie Babies

Holiday Flags & Banners Unique Ornaments

These 3 days
Only

additional permits on top of the an-
nual parking permit renewals it
handles at the end of the year.

Mr. Sullivan said the service could
be placed in the 2002 temporary
municipal budget, thus enabling the
program to continue beyond the one-
month trial period.

In other business, an ordinance to
make it a violation to place leaves in
the street before November 1 was ques-
tioned by several council members.

Mr. Goldman, while supportive of
the measure, wondered whether the
town could enforce such a provision.

“I’m wondering whether this is
realistic,” he said. “Are we kidding
ourselves?”

Under the proposed ordinance, vio-
lators would be subject to a fine of
$50 for each infraction. Residents
would be permitted to place leaves in
clear plastic bags, obtainable through
the public works department, after
October 15 of each year.

He said his comments were based
on seeing a number of landscapers
placing leaves in the street well prior
to the deadline. Mr. Salisbury ques-
tioned whether there is enough staff
to enforce the law.

Kenneth Marsh, Town Engineer and
Director of Public Works, said the new
restrictions would likely be “tough to
enforce.” Mr. Marsh’s department
would have to enforce the new law.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, who favors the ordi-
nance, indicated, “We have to have
faith that a lot of people in town will
obey our ordinance.” He noted that
residents would first have to go

Valet Parking Pilot Program
Rejected by Council Members

WESTFIELD AVENUE DEVELOPMENT GAINS BOARD APPROVAL

Scotch Plains Planning Bd. OKs
Apartments Above Park Ave. Stores

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains Planning Board approved a
minor subdivision application by
Real Estate owner Morks Soorial to
construct 10 second-story apartments
above his existing building on Park
Avenue.

The application, heard on Novem-
ber 5, proposed to build six, two-
bedroom apartments and four one-
bedroom apartments above the stores
located between the Music Store and
B.J.’s Dressing Room on Park Av-
enue. Mr. Soorial owns and operates
the Highlander Restaurant, which is
among those stores.

The proposed apartments will
make use of the existing parking
spaces in the municipal lot behind
the building. The entrance to the
apartments will also be in the rear
and will include an overhanging,
second-story arcade, similar to the
one in an adjacent building. There
will be an elevator and a stairwell
from a central lobby under the ar-
cade to the second story.

Architect for the plan, Richard
Wanthouse of Middlesex, explained
to the planning board and the public
that the two-bedroom apartments will
be approximately 840 square feet
and the one-bedroom apartments will
be approximately 450 square feet.
Every apartment will have both win-
dow light and a living room skylight.

There was concern among plan-
ning board members regarding the
disposal of household refuse. Sev-
eral options were considered and the
board decided to explore adding an
additional dumpster, in an enclosed
area to the parking lot at the rear of
the building.

Mr. Wanthouse also said that the
exterior of the building would look
similar in character to other, existing
second story buildings in Scotch
Plains, with Colonial features.

Professional engineer Ronald
Sadowski of Edison described the
details of a parking study, which he
performed of the area. Mr. Sadowski
concluded that there was ample park-
ing to accommodate the residents of
10 apartments.

Despite his testimony, several
Scotch Plains residents voiced their
concerns that the parking in down-
town Scotch Plains was insufficient
and that this type of development
would lead to more parking and traf-
fic congestion problems.

Several board members, including

Mayor Martin Marks, agreed that
more traffic and more residents in
the downtown area would mean more
pedestrian traffic frequenting Scotch
Plains’ businesses.

Mr. Soorial told The Times that he
was going to proceed on this ap-
proval very slowly and had no imme-
diate plans to begin construction in
the foreseeable future.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved a preliminary site plan appli-
cation by Northeast Developers of
South Plainfield to construct 10,
single-family homes on a lot on
Westfield Avenue. The preliminary
site plan will permit the owner to
begin construction work on certain
aspects of the development.

The development proposed to con-
struct 10 lots out of one existing,
1.73-acre lot on a new cul-de-sac on
Westfield Avenue near the corner of
Evergreen Avenue. Each lot would
be approximately 50 by 100 feet,
with a four-bedroom house with at-
tached garage. The driveway of the
first house would exit onto Westfield
Avenue, while the other houses would
have driveways exiting onto the new
road.

The issue of excessive run-off and
flooding of nearby yards was dis-
cussed at length. Town engineering
consultant John Ferraro suggested

that the owner be required to plant
grass, which would remedy some of
the run-off problems that have oc-
curred since the lot was cleared of
numerous trees.

The Mayor suggested that the
owner also plant berms in order to
replace some of the felled trees. The
applicant agreed to the plantings.

Next door neighbors, Gus and
Joanne Wolf, told the board that they
looked forward to the development,
but had a few concerns regarding the
construction phase. The Wolfs said
that excessive amounts of dust had
been blowing onto their property and
into their home since the trees had
been removed. They requested that
the site be periodically hosed down
during construction in order to re-
duce the excessive dust.

Planning Board substitute Chair-
man Joseph Doyle said that the
town would look at the ordinance
to see if they could impose that
condition.

The Wolfs and other residents also

told the board that they have been
experiencing water pressure prob-
lems in the neighborhood for some
time and that the new development
would possibly make the problem
worse.

In light of the homes being priced
at over $400,000 each, Mr. Wolf said
that new residents would probably
expect to be able to run their washing
machines or flush their toilets while
taking a shower at the same time,
which, currently, the residents of the
neighborhood could not do.

The Mayor asked the residents who
had low water pressure to sign a
petition, which he would present to
Elizabethtown Water Company in
order to encourage a remedy.

The Wolfs also expressed concern
over the close proximity of the new,
proposed homes to their daughter’s
bedroom window, which would com-
promise her privacy. They requested
that the new owners be required to
plant buffers in order to protect their
privacy.

Mr. Doyle explained that the board
could not impose that condition on
private property owners. He sug-
gested that the Wolfs ask the devel-
oper to contribute to a hedge on their
own property to shield their privacy.

Cedar Street resident Frank
Quigley voiced his concerns that a
car speeding down the proposed
300-foot cul-de-sac could inadvert-
ently jump the curb and land in his
backyard, which abuts the end of
the development, injuring his chil-
dren.

The board agreed to ask the design-
ers to reduce the length of the proposed
dead end street by 10 feet and to plant
either trees or cement blocks at the end
in order to protect Mr. Quigley’s back-
yard from stray vehicles.

The application was approved with
the conditions that the owner imme-
diately plant grass seed and berms to
reduce dust and run-off. He was also
required to cover a large mound of
dirt with a tarp, also to reduce dust in
the area and he agreed to redesign
the street, 10 feet shorter.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

through a “learning curve.”
During a special public meeting

held prior to the agenda session, the
governing body introduced a bond
ordinance that appropriates $1.7 mil-
lion for the expansion project at the
Westfield Memorial Pool Complex.

The council will vote to adopt the
ordinance, following a public hearing,
at its Tuesday, November 20 meeting.

Metcon Construction, Inc. of
Rockaway, New Jersey, bid $1.6 mil-
lion or $535,000 over the $1.1 mil-
lion the Recreation Commission had
budgeted for the project.

The town floated bond anticipa-
tion notes in August for the project.
Metcon has proposed to work with
CFM Construction of Union.

Recreation officials have noted that
the budget for the project was based on
proposals that were 18-months-old.

Officials have said the pool will
open in June on schedule with the
new facilities expected to be com-
plete by mid-July.

WINNING ESSAYISTS…On October 16, the Westfield Chapter of UNICO
National awarded four students from Westfield High School savings bonds for
their outstanding essays on the theme, “Why Columbus Day should be a national
day.” Pictured, left to right, are: Chairman of Italian Studies at Seton Hall
University Dr. William Connell, and award-winning essayists Nicole Zubizarreta,
Jessica Sussman, Brent Davis and first place winner Neida Simaika, Program
Chairman Robert Tarte, and UNICO President Frank Tidona.

Westfielders Named
AP Scholars at Pingry
WESTFIELD – Pingry School

seniors and Westfield residents Peter
Jeydel and Emily Tobert have been
named Advanced Placement (AP)
Scholars. Westfielder Brian Martin
has been named an AP Scholars with
Distinction.

The College Board awarded the
distinction to the Pingry students in
recognition of their exceptional
achievements on the college-level
AP examinations.

Valerie Wicks
Named Dana

Scholar at Bates
WESTFIELD – Valerie Z. Wicks

of Westfield was named a 2001 Dana
Scholar at Bates College.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Wicks of Westfield, Valerie is
a Dean’s List student and a member
of the Bates College field hockey
team. She is a 2000 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Each year, 20 Bates sophomores
like Valerie, with strong academic
backgrounds and leadership quali-
ties are chosen as Dana Scholars,
which they remain for the duration
of their college careers.

Scholarship aid ranges from hono-
rariums to substantial awards based
on financial need. This year, the
students chosen achieved an average
grade point average of 3.78, had a
rich diversity of extracurricular ac-
tivities, and submitted thoughtful,
often provocative essays in support
of their candidacy.

The Dana Scholarship program
was established in 1950 through the
Dana Foundation, begun by the late
industrialist and philanthropist
Charles A. Dana. The foundation
assists colleges and universities with
funds to improve programs.

torney, noted that even if the new ordi-
nance were in effect, it would not apply
in this case because “no development
has been proposed. This is merely an
application to subdivide a lot without
any plans to build.”

Several members of the Planning
Board indicated their unwillingness to
approve the application. In opposing
the application, Planning Board mem-
ber William Ziff commented, “We don’t
know the full impact of development
on the abutting property.”

Board Member Anthony La Porta
commented, “It is like flying blind not
knowing what will be built on the prop-
erty.”

The board’s negative comments
prompted Mr. Brandt to threaten legal
action if the application was rejected.
He stated definitively to the board that
if the application were rejected, he
would “challenge the decision in court.”

After heated discussion between
members of the Planning Board, a
sharply divided board approved the
application by a vote of 5-4.

“We need to provide safeguards for
the neighborhood,” stated Planning
Board Chairman Robert Newell, “how-
ever, the ordinance assumes develop-
ment.”

Councilman Rafael Betancourt,
Town Council liaison to the Planning
Board, commented that the “approval
of this application provides a way of
coming in through the back door.”

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
K-9 BUDDY SHOWS HIS STUFF…Johnny, a special member of the K-9 forces
in Union County, demonstrates his ability to assist in criminal apprehension and
narcotic searches during a recent visit to the Westlake School in Westfield.
Johnny’s partner, Officer Brian Way of the Union County Sheriff’s Office, with
the assistance of Westfield Patrol Officer Lisa Perrotta and Westfield Police
Detective Sandra Chambers, demonstrated his keen canine ability to aid in
searches and apprehensions. Pictured, above, Detective Chambers lets Johnny
show just what he is made of during a demonstration for the students.

Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader
NEW AND EVERGREEN…The Scotch Plains Planning Board approved a
preliminary site plan application by Northeast Developers of South Plainfield to
construct 10, single-family homes on a lot on Westfield Avenue. The proposed
site is pictured above.

Borough of Fanwood Awarded
$490,000 for Improvements

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Fanwood re-
ceived good news last week from
Washington. The borough has
been awarded nearly a half mil-
lion dollars toward improvements
to the borough’s aging down-
town sewer storm system.

The $490,000 grant, accord-
ing to Brandon Waters, press sec-
retary for Congressman Michael
Ferguson (R-7th) who requested
the funding, includes $90,000 for
downtown Fanwood revitaliza-
tion to promote jobs and eco-
nomic growth and $400,000 to
repair a failing storm drainage
system, which has posed a health
risk during recent floods.

The funding is included in the
annual spending bill that finances
the departments of Veterans Af-
fairs and Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) for the cur-
rent fiscal year, which began on
October 1.

HR 2620 passed the Senate,
87-7, and House, 401-18, on No-
vember 8. Noting the non-con-
troversial nature of legislation,
Mr. Waters said President George
W. Bush is expected to sign the
bill any day.

“They (the borough) can get
the money immediately,” he ex-

plained.
“The $490,000 grant will help

Fanwood to repair its failing
storm drains and revitalize the
historic downtown area to at-
tract new jobs and businesses,”
Congressman Ferguson stated.
“These federal funds are so im-
portant to our local communi-
ties, and I’m pleased that my
colleagues in Congress agreed
to include my request.”

“It’s a great hit for that town,”
added Brian Donahue, Con-
gressman Ferguson’s Deputy
Chief of Staff. “This is a real
victory for that town. We’re re-
ally excited.”

He noted that Congressman
Ferguson’s push for the funding
received a big boost from Morris
County Congressman Rodney P.
Frelinghuysen (R-11th), a mem-
ber of the House Appropriations
Committee.

Mr. Donahue noted that the
money will be centered around
the borough’s downtown revi-
talization efforts. He said up-
grading the infrastructure is im-
portant in attracting new busi-
nesses to the borough.

Flooding in stores from the
existing outdated sewer system
had been a deterrent to new busi-
ness growth.


