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U.S. Senate Confirms Chertoff
To Key Post In Justice Depart.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

WESTFIELD — Attorney Michael
Chertoff of Westfield was confirmed
last week by the United States Sen-
ate to head the United States Justice
Department’s Criminal Division.

Mr. Chertoff, who moved to
Westfield in the mid-1990s, served
as U.S. Attorney from 1990 to 1994.
He was also chief counsel to the U.S.
Senate committee investigating the
Whitewater real estate transaction in
1995-1996. At the time of his confir-
mation, he worked in the Newark
office of the Latham & Watkins law
firm.

A native of Elizabeth, Mr. Chertoff,
47, was confirmed by a 99-1 vote,
with the lone dissenter being New

York Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton, whose business dealings
were the target of some of Mr.
Chertoff’s investigations during the
1990s. Attorney General John
Ashcroft, in nominating Mr. Chertoff
in March, said that his “credentials
and experience are unparalleled.”

Most recently, he led the State
Senate’s investigation into racial pro-
filing.

The Justice Department’s Crimi-
nal Division develops, enforces and
supervises the application of most
federal criminal laws. The division,
and its 93 U.S. Attorneys, have the
responsibility for overseeing crimi-
nal matters under the more than 900
federal statutes, as well as certain
civil litigation.

Criminal Division attorneys pros-
ecute many nationally significant
cases. The division also formulates
and implements criminal enforce-
ment policy and provides advice and
assistance.

The division approves or monitors
sensitive areas of law enforcement,
such as participation in the Witness
Security Program and the use of elec-
tronic surveillance; advises the At-
torney General, Congress, the Office
of Management Budget and the White
House on matters of criminal law;
provides legal advice and assistance
to federal prosecutors and investiga-
tive agencies, and provides leader-
ship for coordinating international,
as well as federal, state, and local
law enforcement matters.

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The mun-
dane, end-of-school-year items ad-
dressed by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education at its
May 22 meeting paled in contrast to
heated reaction to the involuntary
transfer of Evergreen Elementary
School teacher Pat McFall to
McGinn Elementary School for next
year.

A sizable group of Evergreen par-
ents turned out to protest the trans-
fer of Mrs. McFall, who presently
teaches first grade. Kathleen Meyer,
the district’s public information co-
ordinator, confirmed there was
“great concern” among Evergreen’s
parent community, which views
Mrs. McFall as one of their best
teachers.

Parents pointed to Evergreen’s
performance on the Elementary
School Proficiency Assessment
(ESPA). Evergreen’s scores ranked
last among the district’s five elemen-
tary schools. Parents questioned the
wisdom of moving such a teacher
out of the worst-performing school
into the best-performing school.

Parent after parent spoke passion-
ately about Mrs. McFall and her many
contributions to Evergreen. Some of
the adjectives used to describe her
were: “highly experienced,” “totally
professional,” “a leader, not a fol-
lower,” and “advocate.”

Some criticized the decision to
move Mrs. McFall to McGinn as a
“political move” in anticipation of a
new principal coming in. One par-
ent decried that, saying that, while
Mrs. McFall is a “leader among the
Evergreen teachers....she works for
the betterment of the school...she is
not a divisive element.”

Others said she would be a valu-
able person to have in place at Ever-
green as the new principal gets ac-
climated to the school and students.

All asked the board to re-consider
its decision.

The transfer, which was initiated
by the administration and ultimately
backed by the board, would see
Mrs. McFall teaching fourth grade
at McGinn in September.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the hiring of three new prin-
cipals for Evergreen, Brunner and
Coles Elementary Schools. Two of
the new hires comes from outside
the district; the third, Mrs. Jodi
Frank, who will assume the
principalship at Brunner, is pres-
ently Assistant Principal at Terrill
Middle School.

The out-of-district hires are: Dr.
Deborah Evans, who will come to

Coles from the Bridgewater-Raritan
School District where she is in charge
of curriculum and a language arts
supervisor; and Randi DeBrito, an
Assistant Principal at Columbia
Middle School in Berkeley Heights.
She will take the helm at Evergreen.

The board also approved the hir-
ing of a “Clerk of the Works” to
oversee the construction projects
associated with the passage of $35.7
million bond referendum in Decem-
ber. As an employee of the board,
Anthony Romano will be paid at an
hourly rate of $55. He comes to the
district with an extensive back-
ground in construction management,
according to Mrs. Meyer.

In another construction-related
matter, the board awarded the bid
for asbestos removal in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School audi-
torium to D&S Abate at a cost of

$107,000.
It also awarded the bid for the

proposed addition and alterations
to School One to Horizon Contract-
ing in the amount of $3,350,275. As
of the May 22 meeting, the Horizon
bid was under attorney review.

All bids for the fire alarm up-
grades at the elementary schools
were rejected, and the business ad-
ministrator authorized to revise the
specifications and re-bid the project.

To further the joint services ef-
forts of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Borough of Fanwood and
Board of Education, the board
agreed to support an application for
$64,000 in Regional Efficiency
Development Incentive assistance
from the State of New Jersey. If
received, the grant would be used to
promote sharing of recreation hard-
ware and software.

GRAND OPENING...Freshman Seventh District Congressman Michael A.
Ferguson, left, cuts the ribbon with Union Mayor Peter Capodice during the
recent grand opening ceremony for the Congressman’s district office on Morris
Avenue in Union.

Evergreen School Parents Voice Anger
Over Transfer of Teacher to McGinn
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SALUTING PAST WAR DEAD...At the Monument to Veterans of World War
I in Westfield, the local militia gives a five-gun salute in memory of Americans
who have died in war.
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STEPPING IN LINE?...Members of the local militia prepare to coordinate their steps
as they march down East Broad Street in Westfield during the Memorial Day Parade
on Monday, May 28.
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IN REMEMBRANCE...Some of the first American Revolutionary War
dead have been buried in the Revolutionary War Cemetery on Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.


