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THORNTON CRACKS 2-RUN HR, CORBETT TRIPLES

Linden Softballers Startle
Blue Devils, 6-3, in Sections

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Blue Devil softball
season has been filled with ups and
downs. Losing many players to long-
term injuries as well as temporary
ailments left the strong state tourna-
ment contenders slightly weak.
Westfield, ranked third in the Union
County Tournament, lost in the
quarterfinals to 11th-seeded Union
Catholic. And in the first round of the
state tournament, the 16-6 Blue Dev-
ils fell, 6-4, to 13-7 Linden on May
24 at Westfield High School.

Westfield was without its ace,
Caitlin MacDonald, who was out
with laryngitis, and started pitcher
Sara Bobertz, who had four starts
before this state game. On the other
side, the Tigers started ace Rose
Berardi.

The first inning was a pitching
nightmare for both teams. In Linden’s
half of the inning, eight out of the
first nine batters successfully reached
base. Three walks and two singles
were recorded, however the big hits
came from sluggers Erica Drozd and
Stephanie Kuban. Drozd blasted a

two-RBI triple deep to left-center
field. Kuban batted next, and
doubled-in Drozd. The Linden bom-
bardment was completed after four
batters crossed the plate, putting the
Lady Devils in a tough hole.

Drozd ended the day with two RBI

and a .500 average, while Kuban was
3-for-4 with two RBI.

In the Blue Devil half of the first,
with two outs, senior Co-Captain
Courtney Thornton nailed a two-run
home run to deep center. As soon as

MR. OPPORTUNITY, DODGE ON ‘O’, MITCHEL ON ‘D’

Blue Devil Laxmen Humble
St. Joe Boys, 11-3, in Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Holding a 14-4 team scoreless for
two quarters in boys lacrosse is quite
a feat. Holding the state’s second-
highest scorer, Devin Regan, to just
one goal even adds to the impressive-
ness. The Westfield High School boys
did just that when they humbled an
extremely physically minded St. Jo-
seph team, 11-3, in the NJSIAA tour-
nament in Westfield on May 25.

Opportunism is needed to accom-
plish that feat and seniors, Chris
Dodge on offense, and Jim Mitchel
on defense, each became Mr. Oppor-
tunity in their respective positions.
Dodge seemed to be the right place
at the right time and scored four
goals while adding an assist. And
Mitchel, made any place the right
place by sticking to the Green Raider
attackers tighter than the adjoining
stones in the Great Pyramid of Khufu.

“He was featured in The (Star)
Ledger as being the player of the
week. So, we knew we had our work
cut out for us,” said Mitchel of Regan.

“In practice, we worked on how to
shut him down.”

Mitchel, who also had four
pickoffs, added, “This is the play-
offs. We have to bring our best game
every day.”

“He goes all over the field. He
makes things happen, picks up ground
balls and is a gutsy, tough
defenseman,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Gerry Benaquista pointed out.

BURKE PLACES IN 3 EVENTS, MILLER LEAPS 21’8.25”

Anzelone Grabs 2, Thirds; Boys
4x4 Get 2nd at Group 4 Track

By SETH AUGENSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Like so many Westfield High
School track teams of the recent past,
this year’s boys and girls teams have
focused on performing well in a few
memorable events. At Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield, the girls finished 13th
with 17 points, while the boys fin-
ished 11th with 11 points in the North

Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tourna-
ment on May 25-26. The Plainfield
boys won with 90 points and the
Morristown girls won with a total of
71.

“All things considered, it was a
good effort,” concluded Coach Jack
Martin after the final event, the boys
mile relay.

That relay turned out to be the
Blue Devils’ fastest of the season,

finishing second with a time of 3:22.8.
Rich Miller (50.9), Earl Lambert
(51.2), Diano Reavis (50.5), and cap-
tain Adam Walker (49.85) all kept
the race close to the end. They fin-
ished second only to a Plainfield
team, whom they had previously
outperformed at the Union County
Relays.

“It was a good race for us.
Plainfield’s a tough team, and we’re
just going to have to give even more
effort to beat them in groups,” stated
captain Adam Walker.

Among the four, it is accepted that
competing in the Meet of Champi-
ons is the goal.

“That’s the goal, to be there with
the best,” affirmed Reavis.

Miller is also hoping to make the
Meet of Champions in what is per-
haps his best event, the long jump.
He finished fifth in sectionals with a
jump of 21’8.25”, but he knows that
might not be far enough to land into
competition the week after groups.

“I need at least twenty-two in
groups to get to the M.O.C. I’m
right there, though, with my jump
in sectionals. I am definitely pre-
pared to do what I have to do,” he
confirmed.

The other placing finish for
Westfield was senior Matt Borchin,
who came in sixth in the two-mile
with a personal-record time of
10:08.5. This beat his previous
best time of 10:13 from indoor
track season.
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Raiders Repeat, Highlander
Girls Win Track Sectionals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raiders and Highlanders domi-
nated the NJSIAA Group 3 and 2
track and field championships, re-
spectively, at Mount Olive on May
25-26. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
boys successfully defended their title
with a total of 95 points and the girls,
who also won last year, shared the
title with Warren Hills, both with 72.
The Governor Livingston girls ran
away with the North Jersey, Group 2
title, totaling 78 points.

The Lady Raiders have won or
shared the title four times since 1994

and amassed three firsts, a second,
four thirds, a fourth, two fifths and
two sixths.

Erin Kelly placed second in the
400 meters then won the 800 in
2:21.7. Jayme Ferraro won the 400
hurdles with a time of 1:05.5 and the
foursome of Rachel Jones, Jill
Koscielecki, Ferraro and Kelly won
the 4x400 in 4:09.0.

A very happy Jones said, “We knew
we were going to come here and win
this event, because we had a lot of
confidence ever since we won the
counties and the conference. So I’m
pretty proud of our team. All of us

together supporting each other gives
you a great feeling.”

Stefanie Heath, who placed third
in the 800 and 1,600 meter run said,
“I just went out and left everything
on the track, I was thinking about our
coaches how they had faith in me, so
I did it.”

Raider junior Ray Williams
breezed to victory in the 400 meters
with a time of :47.8, and was nosed
out for first in the 200 by Rahway’s
Danny Johnson, both finishing with
a meet record-setting time of :22.1.
Derrion Aberdeen won the long jump
with a distance of 21’11.5”, Mike
Dixon crossed first in the 800 at
2:00.7 and sophomore Chris Feighner
shoved the metal orb a personal-best
54’8.5 to win the shot put.

In all, the Raider boys grabbed
four firsts, three seconds, a third,
three fourths, two fifths and two
sixths.

Raider distance coach Jeff Koegel
sporting a huge grin, shared his feel-
ings. “It was important to keep the
tradition going after eight or nine
years for the boys. They weren’t
complaining about the weather. We
practice in this mess all the time. A
lot of people we expected, stepped
up and scored big for us, like Ray
Williams, the 200 and the 4x400.
Dixon had to win the 800, and he did.
A nice surprise came from Chris
Feighner, who won the shot put. We
don’t like singling out anyone spe-
cific, we preach a team concept.”

The Highlander girls grabbed the
majority of their points from Dana
McCurdy – three firsts – and Megs
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE IN A CLOUD OF DUST...A Linden Tiger safely steals third in the first
inning as Blue Devil Courtney Thornton covers.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE HANDOFF...Raider Jill Koscielecki receives the handoff from
Rachel Jones to begin the second leg of the 4x400-meter relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SO VERY, VERY CLOSE...Blue Devil Adam Walker, left, nearly catches the
Plainfield anchor man at the finish line in the 4x400-meter relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME...Blue Devil defenseman Jim Mitchel,
No. 11, seemed to be at the right place at the right time and helped lead Westfield
to victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEMONSTRATING STRONG DEFENSE...Blue Devil defenseman Dillon Depalmer, No. 17, takes the ball from a Green
Knight attackman and begins to head down field. Westfield’s defense was very stubborn and provided an 11-3 victory.


