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JCC and Synagogue
To Present Seminar
On Role of Judaism
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center of Central New
Jersey will host Discovery’s
“WorldPerfect Seminar, Judaism’s
Contribution to Civilization” on Sun-
day, May 20, at 10:15 a.m.

The seminar will be co-sponsored
by Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains and will be held at the Wilf
Jewish Community Campus, 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The program will offer a view of
the contributions of the Jewish na-
tion to society – from ancient civili-
zations to the current era. A histori-
cal background of the world’s basic
values will also be included.

Advance registration is requested.
General admission is $5. For more
information or to register, please call
Susan Lemerman at (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 205.

Mrs. Bleeke to be Honored
At Church Service Sunday

Evelyn Bleeke

WESTFIELD – Evelyn Bleeke, a
resident of Westfield, will be honored
by the Cranford Presbyterian Church
during its regular worship service on
Sunday, May 20, at 10 a.m. She re-
cently announced her retirement after
a 60-year career of teaching music.

Mrs. Bleeke served as Director of
Music for the First Congregational
Church and the First Baptist Church,
both in Westfield, and for the past 20
years has been the Minister of Music
of the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford.

She has also been Director of the
Choral Art Society (a Westfield-based
chorus) for 32 years, and a director of
the Westfield Glee Club.

Mrs. Bleeke additionally has been
Music Director for Deerfield School
in Mountainside, Cranford High
School, David Brearley High School
in Kenilworth, Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark and Kean University
in Union.

She has received many awards, in-
cluding the Governor’s Award and
Master Teacher of the Year from the
New Jersey Music Educators Asso-
ciation. Mrs. Bleeke is a member of
many musical associations.

After the service this Sunday, a cake
and coffee hour honoring Mrs. Bleeke
will be held in the church’s Youth Center.

God Helps Us to Understand
That We Must Help Others

By REV. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

“God helps those who help them-
selves.”

You’ve heard this maxim, haven’t
you?

According to the most recent polls
by the George Barna Research Group,
75 percent of Americans think this is
a teaching from the Holy Bible. Sur-
prise! It is not.

Now, it is true that God expects
people asking for help to do what
they can. (I’ve heard that explained
as, “You can’t steer a parked car.”)
That’s just good sense to keep lazy
folks from taking undue advantage
of generosity. It’s also good econom-
ics: why give more to someone who
hasn’t used effectively what they al-
ready have? But it’s not good theol-
ogy.

A more accurate Biblical sum-
mary is, “God helps those who can-
not help themselves.” (As in Psalm
10:14: “The helpless commit them-
selves to you; you have been the
helper of the orphan.”) The operat-
ing theology is that a God who meets
the needs of all people takes respon-
sibility for providing for those not
able to provide for themselves.

In the Hebrew Scriptures, provi-
sion for the poor came through di-

vine instructions, such as that to farm-
ers to leave gleanings in the field for
the poor to gather. In the divine
economy, those with more material
blessings made sure those with fewer
could still get some.

In the Christian Scriptures, Jesus
lives dependent on the contributions
of others. He points to his preaching
to the poor and the healing of the
disabled as evidence of his anointing
by God. He describes a final judg-
ment based on an individual’s re-
sponse to the hungry, thirsty, naked
and imprisoned. He helps those who
cannot help themselves, including
each Christian who could not escape
the prison of sin by their own efforts.
He did for us what we could not do
for ourselves: he paid the death pen-
alty for our offenses and reunited us
with the love of God.

So, if this is good theology, what is
our sociology to be? What lifestyle
corresponds to the model God has set
for us? We are to do the things God
has done: to help those who cannot
help themselves.

Statements by Councilwoman
Claire Lazarowitz and ministerium
member Reverend Monsignor Will-
iam C. Harms, which have been
printed in The Leader and The Times,
have demonstrated the helplessness
of the economically disadvantaged
residents of rental property on
Cacciola Place. They cannot com-
pete with the financial backing and
political clout of developers. They
cannot even risk speaking out on the
issue, lest their landlords consider
them troublemakers and cancel their
lease.

So, the clergy are speaking out.
We are theologically correct in do-
ing so. Every individual who ac-
knowledges God would be correct in
speaking out also. We, as a town,
would be diminished a wee bit mate-
rially, but enriched immeasurably
spiritually, by providing decent hous-
ing for the poor in our community.

It is an expectation that comes
with a promise: “Happy are those
who consider the poor; the Lord de-
livers them in the day of trouble.”
(Psalm 41:1).

Maybe you helped yourself get to
a secure place in today’s economy.
Maybe God helped you get there.
Either way, God intends for you to
help those who cannot help them-
selves.

*  *  *  *  *
The Reverend Dr. Dee Dee

Turlington is Senior Minister at the
First Baptist Church in Westfield.

SOARING TO THE TOP…Jonathan Lau, left, and James Leong of Boy Scout
Troop No. 72 in Westfield are honored as new Eagle Scouts, the highest rank
offered by the Boy Scouts of America. In addition to scouting achievements, the
pair have distinguished themselves in academics, music and community service.

Troop No. 72 of Westfield
Salutes New Eagle Scouts

Children’s Choirs to Perform
Zerubbabel During Service

WESTFIELD – Children’s Sunday
will be celebrated at 10:15 a.m. on
Sunday, May 20, as part of worship
services at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

The Youth Choir will begin the ser-
vice by singing Gathering Songs, with
solos by Colleen McGuire and
Jonathon Redeker. Various anthems
by the four-, five- and six-year-old
Cherubs, the second- to fifth-grade
Choristers and the Youth Choir will be
sung throughout the service.

Solos by Scott Lind, Tim Greenlaw,
Melissa Virzi, Maggie McGuire and
Katie Engel will highlight the anthems.
Minister of Music Bill Mathews di-
rects all the groups, while Jonathon
Redeker is the Assistant Director for
the Cherubs.

Youngsters who have participated
in the Children’s Choir will be recog-
nized, with Bibles presented to gradu-

ates at various levels.
This year’s graduates are Matthew

Keith and Owen Martin, entering the
2’s and 3’s class, who will receive
Toddler Bibles; Danielle Fine, Trent
Gabriel, Greg Scott and Denise Virzi,
entering fourth grade, who will re-
ceive the “Good News Bible,” and Jeff
Greenlaw, Erin Klein and Colleen
McGuire, entering ninth grade, who
will receive the “Student Bible.”

The worship service will also honor
the Church School Director, Judy
Klein, and the 12 teachers, eight child
care workers, five church-time help-
ers and 14 youth helpers who volun-
teer throughout the year. Dr. Dee Dee
Turlington, Senior Minister, will de-
liver a short homily.

All are welcome to attend. For more
information, please email the church
at 1st.baptist.westfield@att.net or call
the office at (908) 233-2278.Rev. DeeDee Turlington

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 72 of Westfield held an Eagle
Court of Honor Ceremony at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
Friday, March 2, during which Eagle
Scout candidates James Leong and
Jonathan Lau were honored on be-
coming Eagle Scouts. This rank is
the highest honor bestowed by the
Boy Scouts of America.

Although a very small percentage
of scouts reach this elite level, James
and Jonathan managed to complete
more than 21 Merit Badge classes
designed to enhance their understand-
ing of citizenship, family, the world
and themselves.

These scouts were recognized for
their leadership and hard work with
letters and citations from, among
others, President George W. Bush,
Senator Jon Corzine and Acting Gov-
ernor Donald T. DiFrancesco, as well
as the Questors and Session of The
Presbyterian Church.

They also received special awards,
one of which was presented by the
Sons of the American Revolution.

James, a Westfield High School
freshman, is active in soccer and
track and is a member of the Spanish,
Sci-Fi and television production
clubs. He has played violin with the
Westfield High School Symphonic
Orchestra and the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra at such
venues as the United Nations.

He has earned the Edison Interme-

diate School Distinguished Honor
Student Award, as well as The Class
of 1962 Award for Academic Excel-
lence, which is presented to the stu-
dent with the highest overall grade
point average for their three years at
Edison.

He was invited to participate in
Johns Hopkins University’s Center
for Paleobiology at Franklin and
Marshall College.

James’ Eagle project involved im-
proving an area of the Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center by replacing
exotic plants with native ones and
building nesting boxes for bird life
and benches for visitors to the area.

Jonathan, a Westfield High School
senior, is captain of the school track
team, holds a Black Belt in Tae Kwon
Do and is sports editor for the school
newspaper. He is a member of the
National Honor Society and has been
deemed a scholar by the New Jersey
Governor’s School of International
Studies.

He additionally performs volun-
teer work with the Westfield High
School Key Club and the Westfield
Food Pantry.

For his Eagle project, Jonathan
re-landscaped the Nina Crandall
Memorial Garden at Roosevelt In-
termediate School with plants do-
nated by Williams Nursery of
Westfield and mulch from the town.
He plans to attend college in the
fall to study international finance
and economics.

WESTFIELD — The Troubbable
of Zerubbabel will be performed by
the children’s choirs of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield during
the 10:30 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, May 20.

The musical, written by William
Anderson in 1987, tells the story of
the people of Jerusalem who had
been exiled to Babylon. Under the
leadership of Zerubbabel, they re-
turned to the ruins of Jerusalem to
rebuild the temple.

Musical numbers include “The
Child of Babylon,” “Show Me a Rain-
bow,” “The Long Road to Freedom,”
“Let Us Celebrate,” “Zerubbabel’s
in Troubbable,” “An Eternal Prayer,”
“Gonna Build a Temple” and “He’s
With You All the Way.”

The cast includes Elizabeth Foltz
as Zerubbabel, Taylor Murtishaw as

the Narrator, Anne Knisely, Andrew
Marino and William Foltz as Levites,
Alex Dumont as the Shepherd, Reid
Smith as the Messenger, Kara
Buttermore, Thomas Ramage and
Alex Dumont as the Israelites,
Nicholas Polak and Sam McKeown
as the Adversaries, Charlotte
Murtishaw as the Child, Alison
Panton as Haggai and William Foltz
as Zechariah, along with other cho-
rus members.

Annette White will be the pianist
for the performance, with Emily
Kieczykowski performing on the
flute. Cyrene M. Foltz is the
Children’s Choir Director for grades
kindergarten through 5.

The public is invited to attend the
service at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue.

African Violet Group
Slated to Meet Today
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Vio-
let Society will meet at 1 p.m.
today, Thursday, May 17, in the
Scotch Plains Public Library, lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The program will be entitled
“Potting Party.” All are welcome to
attend.

First Baptist to Celebrate
Children’s Sunday May 20

Good NewsGood NewsGood NewsGood NewsGood News
“I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast“I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast“I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast“I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast“I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast
lifted me up, and hast not made my foes tolifted me up, and hast not made my foes tolifted me up, and hast not made my foes tolifted me up, and hast not made my foes tolifted me up, and hast not made my foes to
rejoice over me.rejoice over me.rejoice over me.rejoice over me.rejoice over me.
O Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thouO Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thouO Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thouO Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thouO Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thou
hast healed me.”hast healed me.”hast healed me.”hast healed me.”hast healed me.”
Psalm 30:1,2 The GospelThe GospelThe GospelThe GospelThe Gospel


