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Fanwood Clean Communities Day
Deemed ‘Great Success’ in Borough

Mayor, Town Council Need to Make Final
Decision on Construction of Deck This Year

Planning Bds. Need to Be Given More Teeth
To Reject Developments on Safety Issues

In recent weeks, the issue of a downtown parking
deck has caused much stress to members of the
Westfield Town Council and area residents. A deck is
favored by the business community, which wants to
ensure that adequate parking capacity exists for their
employees and customers, and opposed by area resi-
dents, who fear traffic congestion and related safety
and health issues.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott and the Town Coun-
cil must put the deck issue to rest this year. Either
select a site and move ahead with the project, put the
issue before voters as a referendum, or pull the plug
on a parking facility once and for all. A referendum is
becoming more and more attractive as each day
passes. No matter where the deck is located, there will
always be opposition.

If a referendum is decided on by the council, the
governing body will have to develop a question –
including location, size, cost of project, etc. — by
August, in order to be on the ballot this November.
The way the discussion on this issue has gone lately,
that time frame does not seem sufficient.

The parking deck is the most controversial and
volatile issue considered by the council since the
Memorial Library project in the mid-1980s. It’s so
controversial that the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) are now referring to it as “tiered parking.”

The Chamber and DWC support construction of
two decks, one for downtown employees and shop-
pers, and a second for commuters. In advance of
building a parking structure, the town has hiked fees
for parking permits and short-term meters to increase
revenue to offset construction costs.

The Westfield Town Council will meet tonight,
May 17, with its parking consultant, Rick Rich of
Rich and Associates, at which point Mr. Rich will take

the governing body through the process he arrived at
in determining the best site for a downtown parking
deck. Mr. Rich has recommended construction of a
deck at the South Avenue train station lot, followed by
a second structure at Elm and Prospect Streets, the
location currently proposed by the governing body.

When the council opted last summer to build a deck
at Elm and Prospect Streets just off East Broad Street,
Peter Echausse and Rafael Betancourt were not mem-
bers of the governing body. Mr. Echausse, in particu-
lar, has raised several concerns regarding the selec-
tion of municipal lots 1and 8 for location of a 600- to
800-space parking facility. His opposition is related
to traffic and other safety concerns.

Last week, the council voted 5-4, with Mayor
McDermott casting the tie-breaking vote, to defeat
the introduction of a bond ordinance to set up a
$700,000 funding source to pay, in part, for the design
phase of a parking deck. Even if the ordinance had
passed, a sixth vote would have been necessary for
the ordinance to be adopted on second reading, given
that a two-thirds majority of the governing body is
necessary to adopt bond ordinances. There are nine
members, including the Mayor, on the Westfield
Town Council.

While the deck discussion continues, the town is
hoping to initiate a commuter jitney, hire a parking
manager and start a valet parking system in the South
Avenue lot. While not eliminating what is said to be
a parking deficiency of 1,000 to 1,400 spaces in the
downtown, such measures will cut into that number.

In our judgment, a new time frame needs to be
developed by the town administration, following
consultation with our elected town representatives,
on each of these matters, not to mention the deck.
Hopefully, that information will by reported on at this
Tuesday’s council meeting.

One of the very basic rights we have as American
citizens is the opportunity to elect persons to repre-
sent our interests on all levels of government –
federal, state, county, municipal and local school
board. Our elected officials are charged with a num-
ber of responsibilities, one being the appointment of
other individuals to various boards and commissions.
At the municipal level, the mayor appoints local
residents to serve on the planning board and the
zoning board of adjustment.

Collectively, these boards are charged with land
use issues impacting future development in a munici-
pality. While a land owner has the right to develop a
property as a financial investment, development in
this area needs to be kept in check in terms of its
impact on existing infrastructure. Our boards, how-
ever, sometimes do not have the teeth in the law to
reject an application.

Case in point, the recent approval of a 100-unit
townhouse development in Scotch Plains by the Plan-
ning Board. The developer, K. Hovnanian, one of the
largest builders in the state, when rejected by the board
on its plans to develop a 7.2-acre site off of Route 22
and Scotland Avenue, went to court and filed a multi-
million dollar lawsuit against the township.

The applicant corrected what it believed were the
main safety concerns in the rejection of the plan, and
used the court to handcuff the board to ensure ap-
proval of the petition.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, who sits on the
board, said he was voting in favor of the application,
“with a $10 million gun pointed at my head.”

In our view, planning boards need to be given more
authority to reject applications when legitimate safety
concerns are raised. In the Scotch Plains Hovnanian
case, several board members had raised concerns
over possible flooding of the site during severe storms
and emergency ingress and egress to the site during
flooding conditions.

Also, the site, known as the Reserve, was previ-
ously designated by the township for low to moderate
income housing and listed with the state’s Council
On Affordable Housing (COAH) to avoid potential
litigation from yet another developer.

With recent discussions in the Gubernatorial cam-
paign concerning urban sprawl, the impact of addi-
tional developments on local school districts from
overcrowded classrooms needs to be put within the
scope of issues a planning board can consider. Keep-
ing this in mind, a member of the local school board
should sit on the planning board, to ensure these
concerns are adequately addressed. The mayor and a
member of the local governing body sit on the plan-
ning board under existing state statues.

Planning Boards should be able to consider the
financial impact on a community, as well as quality of
life issues, during an application without fears of
lawsuits by developers.

Prospect of Deck on Street Only Adds
To Existing Traffic, Speeding Issues

Westfield Played a Big Part in Pushing
For Trash Collection Hour Restrictions

Letters to the Editor

We have lived at 418 Prospect Street,
between Cowperthwaite Place and Dudley
Avenue, for 38 years. We have seen traffic
flow on this street (one side parking only)
increase immeasurably with the thru traf-
fic to schools, churches, stores and apart-
ments, along with traffic coming off of
Brightwood Avenue from Plainfield.

At the foot of Prospect Street is the
fire house, which responds to calls up
our street, as well as police cars patrol-
ling, or responding to car accidents at the
corner of Cowperthwaite and Dudley.

Our Prospect Street between Broad
Street and Dudley Avenue is currently
inadequate to carry our present traffic of
passenger cars, working trucks and heavy
commercial vehicles, etc., let alone a
parking deck to accommodate more cars.

Under the current system, we particu-
larly noticed that we have had no trouble
in finding parking spaces during the day
in the downtown area of stores.

We strongly object to a parking deck
being built on Prospect Street, which is
already heavily overloaded with traffic;
many cars going over the speed limit.
People have to take extra care to come out

of the driveway due to oncoming traffic.

Edward H. Johnson
Vivian C. Johnson

Westfield

Fanwood’s 12th annual “Clean Com-
munities Day” was a great success
thanks to the efforts of many. Over
three tons of litter and debris was re-
moved from borough streets, parks,
public areas and the railroad tracks by
over 115 volunteers with assistance from
Department of Public Works employ-
ees and NJ Transit.

The Fanwood Lions Club also par-
ticipated and cleaned the entire length
of South Avenue as part of their Adopt
A Highway commitment. Fanwood
businesses once again signed Clean
Communities Pledges to keep their prop-
erties litter free all year.

Each volunteer received a Fanwood
Earth Day T-shirt and an Earth Day Bag
containing recycled products. Refresh-
ments were graciously donated by

Fanwood Bagels & Deli, Dunkin’ Do-
nuts and The Corner Store. Thanks also
to Parker Greenhouses for donating flow-
ers and to Jesse Spaden for planting
them at the train station and in down-
town planters to commemorate our Earth
Day activities.

We thank all those who partici-
pated and urge all residents and busi-
nesses to help keep Fanwood litter
free everyday.

Greg Cummings
Ray Manfra

Bob McCarthy
Pam and Peter Sayles

Ruth Samuelson
Linda and Dean Talcott

Fanwood Clean Community
Committee

I am delighted to inform you that,
finally, municipalities in New Jersey
have the power to limit the time of solid
waste and recyclable material collection
activities to specified operation hours.

This recent legislation, Assembly Bill
No. 1936, was passed 77-0 in the New
Jersey Assembly and 40-0 in the New
Jersey Senate. The Acting Governor has
just signed this into law.

A brief history on this would indicate
that the Town of Westfield helped bring
this law into reality.

In 1993 and 1994, I served as a mem-
ber of the Westfield Town Council. One
of the issues I championed was an ordi-
nance to limit the collection hours of the
solid waste haulers, after hearing from
many residents that a few haulers were
collecting as early as 2 a.m., creating
loud noise and keeping their households
up due to the activities outside.

After much heated debate (covered by
this newspaper) and public input, the
Westfield Town Council passed this or-
dinance on a 6-3 vote.

However, soon afterwards, a state
court ruled that only the State of New
Jersey had the authority to limit such
activities.

After this ruling, both Assemblymen
Richard H. Bagger and Alan M. Augus-
tine sponsored legislation that granted
this power to municipalities.

I have been discussing the progress of
this bill with Rich Bagger for a few
years. Through his diligent hard work,
the bill has become law.

Now Westfield may limit the time of
collection, which will create peaceful
early mornings to the delight of those
sleeping!

I feel pleased that, through bipartisan-
ship, hard work and determination, the
best interest of the public has been served.
This is how government should work!

I now ask the Mayor and Town Coun-
cil to use this legislation for the best
interest of Westfield.

Tony Laporta
Westfield

ADDLE
addle/ addleheaded/ addlepated - An

addled egg is a rotten one and is derived
from an old English word adela, mean-
ing filth or something that is rotten. This
sense of a bad egg has been hatched to
described the condition of the human
mind or head (probably due to the head’s
similarity to the egg). Addled’ accord-
ingly, has developed the derogatory sense
of someone who is-mentally confused or
muddled; retarded. In this same rotten
vein are addleheaded and addlepated,
both referring to someone who is lacking
good sense.

Friends of Symphony Thanks All
For Success of Notable Homes Tour

As we bring the magnificent season of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) to a close, we celebrate the suc-
cess of yet another fundraiser to benefit
the WSO: The 2001 Tour of Notable
Homes, held annually by the Friends of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

We would like to express our heartfelt
gratitude to the owners of the five notable
homes on this year’s tour: John and Fran
Azzara; Andres and Meggie De Corral;
Kent and Susan Lorentzen; Mitch and
Lisa Rubin, and Paul and Aleta Zoidis.
Their willingness to host this event and
their dedication to the project is com-
mendable. It is because of the support of
residents like them that the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra can survive and
continue to serve our community.

We would like to acknowledge and
thank the many volunteers in our organi-
zation and beyond who gave of their
time to host in these magnificent homes.
Their gracious welcome and attention to
the needs of our guests makes this event
even more special.

Our thanks to the Westfield Police De-
partment, whose logistical support has
proven invaluable in making our tour a safe
and pleasant event enjoyed by all residents.

Last, but certainly not least, we would
like to recognize James Ward for being
such a great, great host and the invalu-
able contribution of Edward Goodman,
head designer of Scalamandré fabrics,
and Mary Beth Brown, who made the
Scalamandré seminar such an elegant
and educational event that launched our
weekend of festivities.

On behalf of the Friends of the
Westfield Symphony, we are grateful to
all the individuals who supported our
2001 Tour of Notable Homes. We wish
them and their families all the best.

Myriam Gabriel
Shuang Guo-Wroe

2001 Home Tour Chairwomen
Friends of Westfield Symphony

Orchestra

Washington Rock’s Recent Work Weekend
Helped Prepare Camp Hoover for Season
The Washington Rock Girl Scout

Council held its annual Work Weekend
at Camp Hoover and over 150 volunteers
made it a big success. The volunteers
included Resident Camp, Girl Scout
Troops, Council employees and board
members, families and individuals with
various ties to the camp.

The volunteers worked all day on a
Saturday to accomplish numerous tasks
to prepare the camp for the busy summer
season. Meals were provided by the
Council office and a campfire was held
in the evening for those who were not too
tired.

In addition, Ropes Course Instruc-
tion, Waterfront Management and Din-
ing Hall Management training were pro-
vided for interested individuals.

The Council office and Resident
Camp staff would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the volun-
teers for their support, hard work, and
dedication to Camp Hoover. A very
special thank you to Tree Tech of
Cranford, David J. and Peter W. Ellis,
who donated their time and lots of
equipment, and to Ed Patterson, an
electrician, who also donated his ex-
pertise.

The efforts of the entire volunteer
group have helped to put the camp on
the right foot for the 2001 camping
season.

We were able to repair tents (starting
from the ground up); clean the tent
units and buildings; replenish program
boxes; clean the storage closets; wash
the shower curtains; clean the dining
hall; reorganize the Townley Hall book
room; clean Townley Hall; replace chair
bottoms; wash screens; extend the lug-
gage drop; rake and remake firecircles;
build waterfront cubbies; de-cobweb
the units; fix the dining hall bathroom
stalls; install new light fixtures in
Heronwood and Evergreen lodges; clear
the trails; hang new signs; organize and
inventory waterfront; organize the
playfield shed; clean the counselor cab-
ins; cut down and trim back overhang-
ing trees; make basic repairs and much,
much more!

We would also like to say thank you

to all our Dining Hall Management
participants for preparing our meals
and to everyone who helped during the
preparation and clean-up of meals. Your
helping hands aided in making Camp
Hoover a great place for Girl Scouts,
our campers, families and everyone else
who uses it!

We look forward to seeing and work-
ing with our many volunteers in the
future. Your dedication and devotion to
Camp Hoover shows through in the pride
and concern that you showed this Work
Weekend. Thank you!

So the next time you are at Camp
Hoover, take a good look around and see
what the efforts of our volunteers are
able to do. Our volunteers are living
testimony of the Girl Scout law and
promise!

Virginia Cockerline
Director of Public Relations

Washington Rock Girl Scout
Council, Inc.

Westfield

Area Residents Urged to Support
Ocean Routing Airspace Concept

The Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) is currently conducting scoping
meetings to inform the public about the
airspace redesign project. My husband
and I attended the scoping meeting in
Springfield on March 20. Prior to the
meeting, we had the impression that the
airspace redesign was intended, at least in
part, to decrease aircraft noise over the
highly populated areas of New Jersey.

We were dismayed to learn that air-
space redesign is intended primarily to
reduce airline delays. Although the New
Jersey Coalition Against Aircraft Noise
has pushed to gain bipartisan support for
the live test of ocean routing, this option
did not seem to be supported by the FAA.

The four corner concept, which con-
centrates aircraft over the populated areas,
seems to be the preferred routing concept
because it allows controllers to use Termi-
nal Control Procedures to a far greater
extent. These procedures will use all avail-
able airspace in the metro area and will
reduce current bottle necks. But, the four
corner concept will not alleviate the con-
stant aircraft noise that is diminishing our
quality of life in New Jersey.

Our neighborhood in Fanwood is con-
stantly bombarded with the roar of large
jets, and with the whine of the turboprops
on their final leg into Teterboro Airport.
We hear aircraft noise constantly, and the
noise is extremely disruptive and disturb-
ing. Other New Jersey citizens who at-
tended this meeting also felt strongly that
the aircraft noise is destroying their qual-
ity of life.

We deserve better than this, and we
must voice our opinions now, loudly and
strongly, or we will relinquish our oppor-
tunity to have this airspace redesign work
in our favor.

There are several things New Jersey
citizens can do. Please continue to write
and call our elected officials, to voice your
support for the ocean routing concept. The
FAA representatives said that ocean rout-
ing will not work because aircraft at
LaGuardia use the ocean route. However,
aircraft routing charts were available at the
scoping meeting, and the majority of air
traffic to and from LaGuardia use land
routes. According to the routing charts
presented at the meeting, many of these
routes are over New Jersey.

The FAA also noted that another im-
pediment for ocean routing was the fact
that military aircraft operate over the ocean
airspace. However, the FAA has recently
been granted permission to use military
airspace at times to relieve air traffic con-
gestion during the busy summer months.
Please cite these arguments in support of
ocean routing when contacting our elected
officials.

It is also useful to attend a scoping
meeting, because you can have the oppor-
tunity to voice your concerns to an FAA
reporter. Your spoken opinion is typed by
the reporter, and becomes part of the pub-
lic record. It is also a highly educational
experience to attend a public meeting.

The last three scoping meetings in
New Jersey are on May 15 at the Ramada
Inn in Toms River, May 16 in Tinton
Falls at the Holiday Inn and May 24 in
Trenton, at the State of New Jersey An-
nex, Committee Rooms 1 and 3. New
Jersey citizens can also voice their com-
ments to the FAA via letter, postcard, or
e-mail. The address is Litton PRC, Mail
Stop 6S3, 1500 PRC Drive, McLean,
Va. 22102, in care of Jackie Brown. The
e-mail address is
brown_jacqueline@prc. com.

Please do not squander this opportunity
to fight for our right to more peaceful,
cleaner, and safer communities. Help make
New Jersey a more decent place to live by
supporting the ocean routing airspace re-
design concept.

Lynn M. Brown
Fanwood

Red Cross Chapter Thanks Comcast,
Employees for Helping Disadvantaged

The Editor’s Note: The Tri-County
Chapter of The American Red Cross
coverage area includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

*  *  *  *  *
The American Red Cross, Tri-County

Chapter, wishes to thank Comcast and
its employees for the incredible effort
they put forth to support our “Career
Closet” program. This program was es-
tablished to provide economically dis-
advantaged people with donated, lightly
used, interview and career attire.

This allows our clients an opportunity
to complete for jobs they otherwise would
never be considered for. After Comcast
employees brought their donated items
to their offices, the clothes were dry
cleaned by two community-minded dry

cleaners who partnered with Comcast on
this vital project.

The dry cleaners who generously par-
ticipated in this effort were Introcaso
Cleaners of Avenel and Jerry’s Dry
Cleaners of Brick. Another participating
business was The Bee of Bay Head, who
donated clothing from their boutique.

This month-long endeavor had out-
standing results. Over 550 articles of
clothing were donated, dry cleaned
and are ready to wear. We are grateful
to all the participants who made this
such a success. These donations have
the power to make a profound differ-
ence in a persons’ life. What an incred-
ible gift.

Trish Mulligan
Executive Director


