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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Mountainside Residents Protest
Lighting of Major League Field

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Since
Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti announced that the Ma-
jor League Field behind Deerfield
School would be lighted at the
opening day for Mountainside
Baseball, many residents have been
voicing their complaints.

The field, maintained by Youth Base-
ball, which leases it, is used mainly by
fourth through sixth graders.

Many of the residents expressed
concerns at Tuesday’s regular bor-
ough council meeting that the coun-
cil was being discriminatory toward
the girls’ and women’s softball teams,
which do not currently use the field.
The residents also cited safety is-
sues concerning several of the fields
in the borough that need to be fixed
because of sloping.

During a lengthy council con-
ference meeting May 9, elected
officials addressed the fields situ-
ation. “In the past two weeks, there
has been a lot of misinformation
around the town (regarding the
lighting of the Major League
field),” Mayor Viglianti stated.

“We received $70,000 from the
state to purchase a senior citi-
zens bus. Shortly after that,
Union County approached us and
offered us a bus for $1. I have
since contacted (state) represen-
tative Richard Bagger and we
were able to change the use of
the funds for the recreation de-
partment,” he added.

“(With this money), we can light
the Major League Field and keep a
reserve for maintenance,” he added.

Councilman Werner C. Schon
stated that the fields, “are the board
of education’s responsibility. If
there are safety issues on those
fields, it should be brought to the
board of education.”

“I heard a parent say that the

fields were unsafe for a year, but I
couldn’t fathom that it wasn’t
brought to (the attention of) the
board of education, Sue Winans
(the Recreation Director), or the
council,” stated Mayor Viglianti.

The President of Youth Baseball,
John Amalfe, explained that,
“Youth Baseball is a non-profit,
all-volunteer, organization. Since
1995, we have spent approximately
$140,000 to renovate the field and
the clubhouse. All of those funds
were raised by Youth Baseball.”

Mayor Viglianti reminded the
residents that, “Youth Baseball gets
no money from the borough, but
girls’ softball is entirely funded by
the borough. Lighting the field is
part of many steps we are taking to
renovate the fields.”

Many residents quest ioned
whether or not the council gave
consideration to the girls’ and
women’s softball teams being
able to use the field once it is lit
and asked for an agreement in
writing from Youth Baseball.

“Prior (to the announcement that
the field would be lit), it was al-
ways agreed that girls’ softball will
be scheduled to play there,” Mayor
Viglianti explained.

“Sue (Winans) and I sat down
and arranged to allow the girls to
play (on the field),” Mr. Amalfe
stated. “Why is our word not good
enough after (over) 30 years?”

Borough resident Lou Ruggiero
stated that he has a “problem using
public funds to benefit a private
organization (and that) the funds
should benefit everyone. Only 66
kids play on the (Major League)
field every season.”

Mr. Amalfe pointed out that, “it
is 66 kids a season, but that means
that (in the years since the kids
have been playing on the Major
League field), over 2,000 kids have
played there.”

The mayor stated that, “The
board of  educat ion can and
should do more (to help with the
fields). However, we have other
means to receive grants that they
can not. We’ve been doing a lot
(of work) on recreation and we
want to set up a time for all the
residents to present their gripes
and wish lists (for the commu-
nity) in the fall.”
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SUMMIT — For the first time
since dropping out of the race for the
state’s highest political office, Act-
ing Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco
made a public appearance with the
party leaders’ new choice for Gover-
nor, Bob Franks, at a fundraiser last
Thursday night in Summit.

The two Union County politicians

were running mates for 13 years in
the 22nd Legislative District. Just
three weeks ago, Mr. Franks, coming
off a close loss to Jon Corzine for the
United States Senate in November,
was asked by Mr. DiFrancesco and
party leaders to run on the ballot in
place of the Acting Governor. He
agreed with little hesitation.

A former four-term Congressman
and seven-term State Assemblyman,
Mr. Franks told The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that his legal team feels
that efforts to prevent his placement
on the June 26 Primary Election bal-
lot have ended.

Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler,
Mr. Franks’ opponent in the Primary,
and Democratic nominee and
Woodbridge Mayor James
McGreevey filed legal action chal-
lenging legislation that allowed Mr.
Franks’ name on the ballot. They
also challenged the awarding of
matching campaign funds by the state
to the Franks Campaign.

Last Thursday, the New Jersey
Supreme Court dismissed Mr.
Schundler’s case.

A GOP-sponsored law postponed
the Primary and extended the filing
deadline for Governor and Legisla-
tive candidates until May 8, while a
legal fight ensued over a new legisla-
tive map.

The GOP wanted the new election
date so it could challenge the new
map in court. The new map is ex-
pected to net Democrats several seats
in both houses, cutting into GOP 10-
seat majorities in the Senate and
Assembly.

Mr. DiFrancesco and Mr. Franks,
who have known each other for over
25 years, spoke highly of each other.
The Acting Governor said Mr. Franks
“will be a great governor, someone
we will be proud of.”

The Acting Governor said Mr.
Franks always wanted to run for gov-
ernor, but stepped aside so he (Mr.
DiFrancesco) could run.

Mr. Franks said Mr. DiFrancesco
will be a “spectacular governor” the
remainder of 2001, given the leader-
ship skills he has demonstrated in the
Legislature, including his efforts to
protect children.

During his remarks, the Acting
Governor said recent newspaper
headlines indicating the Republican
Party in New Jersey is in “disarray”
could not be further from the truth.

He said the GOP has had the ma-
jority in both houses of the State
Legislature for the past 10 years —
the longest stint of either political

party in state history — in addition to
holding the Governor’s office for 16
of the past 20 years.

“So don’t let anybody tell you that
we are not a strong party,” the Acting
Governor told Republicans. “We are
in great shape.”

Joking with supporters that, “A
funny thing happened to me on the
way to the private sector,” Mr. Franks
said he is “enthusiastic” and “pumped
up” for the gubernatorial campaign.
He called the New Jersey governor-
ship “the pinnacle of public service.”

Saying he was not taking anything
for granted in the Primary, he im-
plored Union County Republicans to
work to achieve a large margin of
victory against Mayor Schundler in
Union County to ensure a statewide
win.

Mr. Franks told The Leader and
The Times that his campaign will
remind voters of how, in 1991, he
voted against a record $2.8 billion
tax hike during the administration of
former Governor Jim Florio, while
then-State Senator McGreevey sup-
ported the plan.

He made the comment when asked
about a charge in a Schundler Cam-
paign radio ad that states that Mr.
Franks, as a state legislator, voted for
Governor Florio’s tax hikes 90 per-
cent of the time.

The former Congressman said
that, as GOP Chairman in 1991, he
used the Governor Florio tax hike as
the basis for a statewide campaign
that led to the GOP taking back
control of both houses of the Legis-
lature after two years under Demo-
cratic control.

They have never looked back since.

DiFrancesco and Franks Attend
Republican Fundraiser in Summit

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MEETING OF THE MINDS...Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco, left,
and Gubernatorial candidate Bob Franks confer during last Thursday’s Repub-
lican fundraiser in Summit.

MV Inspection Facilities
To Close for Memorial Day

AREA – New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle inspection facilities will be
closed on Monday, May 28, in
observance of Memorial Day.

Standard hours of operation for
non-appointment inspection sta-
tions are 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, with ex-
tended hours until 7:30 p.m. once
a week. The facilities are also open
from 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on
Saturdays.

Appointment-only stations, in-
cluding the Westfield station, op-
erate from 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and until
7:30 p.m. once a week. They are
also open from 6:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. on Saturdays.

Motorists may call, toll-free,
(888) NJ MOTOR (individuals out-

side the state may call (609) 895-
6886 or visit www.cleanairnj.org
with questions about a specific
facility’s late night and/or the new
inspection program.

Questions regarding licensing,
registration, title and other such
matters should still be directed to
the current New Jersey motor ve-
hicle services’ toll free number,
(888) 486-3339.

When arriving at the inspection
station, individuals are asked to
have all their paperwork, a current
driver’s license, registration and
insurance card ready for the in-
spector. Registration does not have
to be new, just valid.

s

Garden Plots Offered
For 2001 Season

WESTFIELD – Westfield Share
Garden Inc. is an organic garden
co-op which has been serving the
Westfield area for over 30 years.

Ten garden plots are available
for the 2001 growing season. A plot
consists of a 25-foot by 25-foot
piece of land plus water.

Individuals interested in a plot
are asked to call Warren Rorden at
(908) 233-6607 or Jim Forgus at
(908) 232-6365 for an application
or information.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


