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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

County’s New Police Headquarters
Unveiled Before Planning Board

By JAMES FOERST
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The County of Union has unveiled
plans to construct a new Union
County Police Headquarters and
Forensic Laboratory in Westfield.

The plan, which was presented
this past Monday at the Westfield
Board of Adjustment meeting, was
endorsed by the board provided that
the Union County Board of Free-
holders utilize an acceptable exte-
rior finish and install exterior lights
in keeping with the towns lighting
plans.

The board acknowledged that they
had no jurisdiction over the county
plan but suggested that the county
increase financing so that the build-
ing and premises would be con-
structed in keeping with the charac-
ter of the town.

The project calls for the construc-
tion of a “three-story, masonry clad
‘state of the art’ police and forensic
facility.” The building will be con-
structed on the site located on North
Avenue and will house the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Commu-
nications and Forensics Units, the
Union County Police Department and
the Union County Emergency Man-
agement Office.

The 51,209 square foot building
will be constructed at the eastern end
of the site while continuing to utilize
the present structure. Upon comple-
tion of the new building, the present
structure will be demolished and re-
placed by a 9,581 square foot Emer-
gency Vehicle Storage Building. The
garaging facility will house some 22
county vehicles including trucks,
boats and snow mobiles. The vehicle
entrances will be located in the rear
of the building facing the railroad
tracks.

The streetscape will consist of brick
and rout iron fencing and a lighting
system consistent with the overall
lighting plan of the town.

The county does not anticipate any
new functions or personnel at the
property but needed increased space
to better house the existing functions.

In other matters, construction of a
two-story office building was ap-
proved at the corner of New Street
and Central Avenue. The Planning
Board unanimously approved the
application of Newpointe Realty,
LLC. to construct the 15,600 square
foot office building on the one-acre
lot with limited parking in a lot lo-
cated in the rear of the building abut-
ting the railroad tracks.

The building design was scaled down
from the initial proposal presented at
last month’s Planning Board meeting.

“The building has been reduced
from 39 to 36 feet in height and from
18,600 square feet to 15,600 square,”
said developer and local architect
Michael Zemsky. “We have also
made allowance for a 10-foot set-
back along Central Avenue and along
New Street” continued Mr. Zemsky.
Newpointe initially requested vari-
ances for zero front and side-yard
setbacks which are required by ordi-

nance to be 40 feet and 20 feet re-
spectively.

The board expressed concern over
the destruction of a large elm tree on
the property which was described by
Michael Snezak of the Westfield Tree
Preservation Commission as a “good
buffer to the railroad” and a “gateway
into the downtown.” Mr. Snezak stated
that the elm tree, “which is in remark-
ably good condition,” is approximately
40 inches in diameter and between
100–125 years old. Mr. Snezak, the
board and the developer all agreed
that the tree should be preserved.

“Preservation of the tree would
reduce our available parking by ap-
proximately six spots,” noted Mr.
Zemsky. The building requires 63
parking spaces, one for every 250
feet of office space, based on the
reduced size of the building. The site
plan provide for 57 spots with the
removal of the tree and only 51 park-
ing spaces if the tree was preserved.

The board, acknowledging the de-
sire to preserve the historic tree, con-
ditionally approved the variances pro-
vided that the tree be preserved, the
decrease in parking be minimized by
utilizing such alternatives as a porous
parking surface around the tree and
increased parking on the street pend-
ing Town Council approval.

The board also discussed the in-
creased traffic flow at the unusual
intersection which would be caused
by the office building.

Planning Board member Martin
Robbins also discussed the possibil-
ity of making a cul de sac on New
Street at Central Avenue. Town En-
gineer Kenneth B. Marsh stated that
Central Avenue is a county road and
that the Planning Board had no juris-
diction over the traffic patterns at the
intersection.

The county had previously approved
the site plan based on a traffic flow
report presented by the developer.

New Town Recreation Director Takes
On Position of Heading Department

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The town Department of Recre-
ation has filled the position of Recre-
ation Director. Bruce Kaufman, a
resident of Denville, has been cho-
sen by the Recreation Commission
to fill the position, which was left
vacant by the resignation of Glenn
Burrell. Mr. Burrell left the depart-
ment in March.

Mr. Kaufman comes to Westfield
with 27 years of extensive experi-

ence and education in recreation and
parks administration. He is a Certi-
fied Parks and Recreation Profes-
sional (CPRP), as well as a Certified
Pool Operator.

Mr. Kaufman also has a New Jer-
sey State Teacher’s License in Health
and Physical Education for kinder-
garten through 12th grade.

He was Director of Recreation for
the City of Summit from 1996 to
1999, which included administra-
tion of a community pool, a town-
operated golf course and all of the
Board of Education fields, as well as
town-owned fields.

Prior to becoming Director of Rec-
reation in Summit, Mr. Kaufman was
Assistant Director in Summit for five
years and Program Supervisor for
the Recreation Department in
Livingston from 1972 to 1991.

Mr. Kaufman has been Chairman of
the New Jersey Community Recre-
ation Society since 1996. He also chairs
the New Jersey Board of Collegiate
Softball Umpires and serves on the
Executive Board of the New Jersey
State Baseball Umpires Association.

In addition to attending numerous
national conferences and forums
hosted by the National Recreation
and Parks Association, Mr. Kaufman
has been a consultant in field main-
tenance to various communities

throughout the state. He has also
provided instructional softball clin-
ics and field preparation recommen-
dations to other municipalities.

Mr. Kaufman told The Westfield
Leader that his first challenge will be
to simply keep the various programs
up and running, while the depart-
ment is gathering resumes to fill
numerous vacancies. The positions
of full-time secretary to the director;
assistant director and program su-
pervisor remain vacant.

“There will be some aspects of
running the department that will slip
through the cracks due to the numer-
ous vacancies,” Mr. Kaufman ex-
plained. “I look forward to the chal-
lenge and am anxious to get things
up and running again.”

He also said he is pleased that the
commission chose him to serve the
community, which he sees as his
role.

“I am not the type to keep searching
for something better. I expect to hang
my hat here and let it collect some
dust,” he remarked. “I am fully confi-
dent that we will move forward very
soon and provide the same service or
better as was done in the past.”

Recreation Commission Chairman
Keith Hertell told The Leader, “We
are very fortunate to get someone of
Mr. Kaufman’s level of expertise.”

Courtesy of The Musial Group
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE…The Musial Group provided a full-color picture of the new Union County Police
Headquarters and Forensics Lab, which will be erected in Westfield. The project calls for the construction of a “three-
story, masonry clad ‘state of the art’ police and forensic facility.” The building will be constructed on the site located on
North Avenue and will house the Union County Prosecutor’s Office Communications and Forensics Units, the Union
County Police Department and the Union County Emergency Management Office.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
STAYING HEALTHY…With record setting heat throughout last week, Mindowaskin Park bloomed in its full glory.
These local residents chat while taking a healthy jog around the park’s trail.

Andrew Chapman,
President of the Elizabethtown

Water Company

Elizabethtown Water Company Lifts
Water Advisory, Completes Repairs

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Sources at the Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Company in Westfield said yes-
terday that repairs to a water main
break which ruptured April 30 near
the company’s primary water treat-
ment plant in Bridgewater were com-
pleted this past Sunday.

The pipe, which serves a multi-

county region, was disinfected and
tested on Monday and Tuesday. It
was put back into service yester-
day, according to Elizabethtown
spokeswoman Erin Reilly. Custom-
ers will not notice any change in
their water supply and do not have
to take any special precautions, she
said.

Andrew Chapman, President of
Elizabethtown Water Company,
headquartered in Westfield, told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, “We re-
sponded effectively because our
customer service, communications
and repair efforts were well-coor-
dinated. We had great support from

the customers and the emergency
management officials in all the
counties and municipalities we
serve.”

An advisory to boil water was
issued by Elizabethtown Water
Company on May 1, hours after the
break occurred, and was lifted two
days later when company officials
determined the water was safe to
drink.

The 40-year-old main which rup-
tured was a large, 60-inch diameter
pipeline buried eight feet under the
Raritan riverbed.

Over one million customers in 54
municipalities were affected by the
break, including customers in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Westfield and
Mountainside, who experienced low
or no water pressure periodically on
Tuesday.

The break was isolated as of last
Tuesday morning, Ms. Reilly con-
firmed.

The water company issued press
releases throughout the day, updat-
ing the status of the situation and
reporting that most customers began
to see normal water pressure flows
by early that morning.

However, major news outlets re-
ported that some customers were
still experiencing low pressures
throughout the day. The company
also issued periodic updates of the
situation on its Web site at
www.etownwater.com.

Backup pipelines were brought
into service and the output of the
Franklin treatment plant was in-
creased to maximum capacity in
order to take up the slack during the
emergency.

The company issued a boil water
advisory as a precautionary mea-
sure, in case contamination entered
into the distribution system due to
low pressure in the main. Although
the advisory remained in effect until
May 3, Ms. Reilly said that the sys-

tem was determined to be safe and
non-contaminated throughout the
entire period.

The water company advised resi-
dents to allow the water to run for
several minutes on May 3 in order to
insure clean water was dispensed,
noting that a slight discoloration of
the water might be found as the mains
were being flushed out and re-chlo-
rinated.

Elizabethtown Water Company
will be receiving bids from forensic

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
“We responded effectively

because our customer service,
communications and repair
efforts were well-coordinated.
We had great support from
the customers and the emer-
gency management officials
in all the counties and mu-
nicipalities we serve.”

Council Rejects Ordinance
To Fund Design of Deck

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town Council Tuesday night
defeated a bond ordinance that was
to set up a funding source for the
design phase of a multi-tiered park-
ing deck in the downtown.

Faced with a 4-4 deadlock, Mayor
Gregory S. McDermott cast his vote
against the ordinance, stating that he
would like to see more discussion on
the issue.

Voting against the ordinance,
which was to put aside $700,000 in
town funds for the design phase of
the deck, including soil samples and
specifications on size and aesthetics,
were the Mayor, First Ward Council-
man Peter Echausse, Second Ward
Councilmen Rafael Betancourt and
Matthew P. Albano, and Fourth Ward
Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein.

Voting in favor were First Ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury, Third
Ward Council representatives Neil
F. Sullivan and Claire Lazarowitz,
and Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman.

The vote followed another pas-
sionate plea by residents living in the
area of a proposed 600- to 800-space
parking deck at Elm and Prospect
Streets. The town had been looking
to break ground on the $12 million
project in January 2002, but Town
Administrator Thomas P. Shannon
said last week that time frame prob-
ably would not be met.

Councilman Echausse told coun-
cil members that he would not sup-
port a deck on the existing surface

lots at Elm and East Broad Streets,
citing both traffic and safety issues.
Mr. Echausse, who resides on Tuttle
Parkway, chairs the council’s Public
Safety Committee.

He said he was concerned that a
deck at Elm and Prospect would
create problems by sending traffic to
the right at the intersection of Elm
and East Broad or to the left and
down to the intersection of Dudley
Avenue and Elm Street, which is
already plagued by traffic accidents.

Mr. Echausse said a parking struc-
ture on an existing surface lot behind
the PaineWebber building on North
Avenue, more commonly known as
lot 9 or the Shell lot, would be a
better location for the deck. He de-
scribed the North Avenue site, which
abuts the train station, as a “reason-
able and rationale” site. The lot is
currently an employee permit lot.

Mayor McDermott told The
Westfield Leader that the site was
eliminated by the town’s parking
consultant, Rich and Associates, due
to its lack of size. The Mayor said
that, given proposals for a commuter
jitney and valet-style parking in the
South Avenue train station lot, per-
haps a smaller deck could now be
justified and fit at lot 9.

Saying he was caught off guard by
the vote on the ordinance, Mr.
Salisbury said the council decision
has left him with a sense of “spinning
my wheels” on whether a deck will
be built.

He said the Shell lot “was among
the least viable of the sites” the coun-
cil looked at for a deck. Mr. Salisbury

noted that the site’s limited options
for entrance and exit driveways, along
with the small size of the lot, put it
farther down on the list of prospec-
tive sites.

During Tuesday’s meeting, the
proposed deck was often described
as a “huge concrete monster” that
would result in declining property
values, cause health and safety prob-
lems from poor air quality due to
auto emissions, and pose additional
traffic safety risks for children in
surrounding neighborhoods.

Another resident said a deck could
leave commuters walking to their
cars open to the risk of sexual as-
sault, while also creating an environ-
ment for homelessness and garbage.

Jordan Hymann, 15, who resides
near the Franklin Elementary School,
which is around six blocks from the
proposed Elm-Prospect deck, said
he foresees a small child being in-
jured by increased traffic on Elm.

“You talk about the quality of life,
but what happens when there is no
life?” he asked council members.

Delores McDermott, commenting
on a previous statement by Mr. Shan-
non, stated that not building a park-
ing deck was “the best case sce-
nario” for the town.

Mr. Shannon had said an 825-space
deck was considered the “worse case
scenario” for the Elm and Prospect
lots, noting that a deck there would
likely house 600 to 700 spaces.

Robert Tarte of Prospect Street
said deck objectors “will remember
who destroys our neighborhood” if
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Save 20% on all luggage,
handbags, and accessories, including

our new patterns for spring!
233 North Ave. E.

Westfield, NJ 232-8199
Tuesday - Sat. 10 am– 5:30 pm •  Thursday - til 9

Our once a year event!

Sat. May 5 - Sat. May 12

J. Winthrop

www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

Wed-Sat 9am-7pm • Sun-Tue 9am-6pm  

Hanging
Baskets

$2 Off

Choose from 
thousands for 
sun or shade.

Choose from 
thousands for 
sun or shade.

Hang in there!

10” 
Reg. $24.99

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Geraniums
From Seed
Reg. Price $2.99
From Seed
Reg. Price $2.99

Now
$1.99 each

6 for $10
Good Thru
05/15/01

Rose Bushes
•In Bud & Bloom
•Hundreds of Varieties
•In Bud & Bloom
•Hundreds of Varieties
#2 pot 

Reg. $22.99-$29.99

$2 Off

MONDAY, APRIL 30
• A Westfield resident reported

that an unknown person or individu-
als scratched both sides of his motor
vehicle while it was parked on
Codding Road.

• A motor vehicle belonging to a
Westfield resident was defaced with
scratches on the passenger side while
it was parked on Rahway Avenue.

TUESDAY, MAY 1
• A Lawrence Avenue resident re-

ported that someone removed two,
10-speed girls’ bicycles from her open
garage.

THURSDAY, MAY 3
• The owner of a Dunham Avenue

property reported that someone dam-
aged the sheetrock walls on a house
under construction there.

• Justin Cutchall, 20, of Freehold
was arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters and charged with posses-
sion of suspected heroin and posses-
sion of a hypodermic needle. He was
being held in lieu of $50,000 bail.

Cutchall had been taken into cus-
tody earlier on a criminal warrant
issued by the Freehold Municipal
Court. He was being held in lieu of
$1,000 bail on that warrant.

FRIDAY, MAY 4
• A resident of Twin Oaks Terrace

reported the theft of his Motorola
cellular telephone from his place of
business on Myrtle Avenue.

• A Summit Court resident reported
that someone had forcibly entered his
home by kicking in a rear door. All
three bedrooms in the house were found
ransacked, but it was unknown at press
time what, if anything, was missing.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
• A resident of Tremont Avenue

reported that eight shrubs were pulled
up and thrown on her front lawn.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
• Two men, one from Boynton

Avenue and the other from Myrtle
Avenue, each reported being as-
saulted by the other during an argu-
ment which occurred in the 700 block
of Boynton Avenue.

No charges were filed in connec-
tion with the incident, but the
Boynton Avenue resident was trans-
ported to Rahway Hospital by
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
personnel for treatment of facial in-
juries, police said.

• A resident of South Avenue,
West, reported that he was assaulted
in the municipal parking lot at East
Broad Street and Central Avenue.

The victim said the father of a
friend struck him in the face and
head with an umbrella and his fist.
No charges had been filed in connec-
tion with the incident at press time,
according to police.

MONDAY, MAY 7
• A Lawrence Avenue resident re-

ported that an unknown person or indi-
viduals threw numerous eggs at her home.

• Arlene Spagnoli, 58, of Edison
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle after being stopped for
speeding in front of the Municipal
Building on East Broad Street.

Spagnoli was issued criminal and
motor vehicle summonses and was
released on her own recognizance.

County’s Master Gardeners
Plan Garden Fair, Plant Sale
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Master Gardeners’ 12th An-
nual Spring Garden Fair and Plant
Sale will be held on Sunday, May 20,
from noon to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center, New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

The activities will be held rain or
shine.

President of the Union County
Master Gardeners and Co-Chair-
woman of the Fair Patti DeBlass
noted, “The event is our only
fundraiser, and also gives us an op-
portunity to showcase our organiza-
tion, encourage new people to join
and use the services we and Rutgers
Cooperative Extension offer.”

“We have free lectures, displays,
Rutgers leaflets, and a problem table
where visitors can bring plant and
insect problems to be diagnosed.
There will be Rutgers soil test kits
for sale too,” added Ms. DeBlass.

Co-Chairwoman Joanne Krueger
noted that arts and crafts, a home-
made bake sale and children’s activi-
ties will also be held.

Master Gardeners have been pre-
paring since the fall. Perennials from
their own gardens were divided, pot-
ted and over-wintered in their new
demonstration garden at Trailside,
ready to be sold at the fair.

Bedding plants, vegetable plants,
shrubs, hanging baskets and
houseplants from local merchants
will be vended. A Wild Earth Nurs-
ery will also be featured.

The lecture schedule will include:
“The Use of Common Culinary Herbs
Today” by Mary Van der Mude at 1
p.m.; “Vegetable Gardening” with
Stephen Schoemann at 1:45 p.m.;
“Dazzling Dahlias” with Eric Ham-
burg at 2:30 p.m. and “The Art of
Pruning” with Ellie Gural at 3:15
p.m.

Planting and craft activities, face
painting, nature walks and
storytelling have been organized by

Lou Stiglitz, Irene Soppas and
Beverly Warmbrand for the children.

Proceeds from the event will allow
the Master Gardeners to provide ser-
vices to the community. These pro-
grams include community beautifi-
cation, a year-round Gardening In-
formation Line to answer county resi-
dents’ gardening and pest questions;
horticultural therapy programs for
senior citizens, adults and children
with disabilities, gardening with chil-
dren and a Speakers’ Bureau.

For more information, please call
(908) 654-9854. To reach the Gar-
dening Information Line, please call
(908) 654-9852.

GARDENING GLORY…On hand to greet visitors to last year’s Union County Master Gardeners’ Spring Garden Fair
and Plant Sale were, left to right, standing, Tom Wilkinson of Clark, Barbara Wyciskala and Erica Hanlon of Cranford,
Nilda Rivera of Springfield; seated, Kimiko Spitz of Westfield and Jillene Harvey of Scotch Plains. This year’s festivities
will be held on Sunday, May 20, from noon to 5 p.m., rain or shine. Masteller, Rygiel Receive

Optimist Teaching Awards
WESTFIELD — Westfield Public

School teachers Wendy Masteller and
Nancy Rygiel were named Outstand-
ing Intermediate School Teachers for
2001 by the Optimist Club of
Westfield and were honored at a din-
ner in their honor on May 9.

The Westfield Board of Education
will present resolutions to Mrs.
Masteller and Mrs. Rygiel, honoring
their accomplishments, at the board’s
meeting on Tuesday, May 15. A re-
ception in their honor will be held at
7:30 p.m., prior to the business por-
tion of the meeting.

Mrs. Masteller and Mrs. Rygiel
are the recipients of the fourth an-
nual Optimist award, established in
1998 to recognize the importance of
teaching in the intermediate grades.
The award is presented annually to
two Westfield teachers – one each
from Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools.

Selected as one of the 2001 award
recipients, Mrs. Masteller, who is a
sixth grade science teacher at
Roosevelt School, began teaching at
Roosevelt in 1971 and has been a
faculty member in the school’s sci-
ence department ever since.

Mrs. Masteller was nominated by
several students at Roosevelt.

One of her former students wrote,
“Mrs. Masteller did a wonderful
job of making her presentations
diverse and catering to different
learning types as well as different
interests. We also used the comput-
ers often, which is tremendously
important.”

Another student, currently in high
school, wrote, “Mrs. Masteller is one
of those teachers that takes their sub-
ject beyond what the book, school
and town require. She brought sci-
ence to life in her classroom.”

Mrs. Masteller holds a Masters
Degree in Applied Science from New
Jersey Institute of Technology and a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Edu-
cation from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity.

Mrs. Rygiel, a sixth grade math-
ematics teacher at Edison School,
came to Westfield in 1994.

A parent of a current student wrote,
“Mrs. Rygiel not only demonstrates
the need for math in each student’s
life, she enriches her students’ confi-
dence by explaining how the prob-
lem solving skills they learn may be
applied to every aspect of their lives.”

A former student stated, “Not only
is Mrs. Rygiel a superb mathematics
teacher, she is a fabulous Student
Government Association co-advisor.
Her optimistic outlook and conta-
gious personality make her a great
leader.”

Mrs. Rygiel received a Masters
Degree in Mathematics from Rutgers
University and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Elementary Educa-
tion from Trenton State College (The
College of New Jersey).

Members of the Optimist Award
selection committee included Opti-
mist members Marla Hewitt and
Howard Trickey; Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley; Edison
Principal Cheryl O’Brien; Roosevelt
Principal Kenneth Shulack; and 1999
Optimist Award recipients Thomas
Reynolds and David Shapiro.

TROPICAL TREASURES…Children at Wesley Hall Nursery School in Westfield
recently enjoyed exploring the world of a tropical rainforest. The school was
transformed into a virtual jungle, complete with monkeys, butterflies, birds,
reptiles and swinging vines. Pictured, left to right, are: Johanna Mermer,
Jeremy Cohen, Katherine Duffy, Carl Valentino and Michael Jennings. The
classmates crafted rainsticks, which create the musical sound of rain falling on
the leaves.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Elizabethtown

Andrew A. Cambria
Elected to Membership
In Who’s Who Edition
WESTFIELD – St. Lawrence

University in Canton, N.Y. re-
cently revealed that Andrew A.
Cambria of Westfield was
elected to membership in Who’s
Who Among Students in Ameri-
can Colleges and Universities.

Andrew received the honor
during Moving-Up Day cer-
emonies at the university.

He is a member of the Class
of 2002.

Follow the Leader:
www.goleader.com

HAPPY HYGIENISTS…Westfield orthodontist Dr. Patricia Thrower recently
lectured to both first grade classes at Holy Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield. Dr. Thrower reviewed the importance of good home care, regular
dental visits and an orthodontic evaluation for all patients over eight years of
age. Pictured, left to right, are: Michael Mondan, Samantha Mc Carthy, Dr.
Thrower, Bobby Slaski, Kayla Pantano and Tess Lukoirak.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield
Town Council

experts to examine the pipeline to
determine the cause of the break-
age. The company expects it will
take about two months to complete
the analysis, Ms. Reilly stated.

The water treatment plant in
Bridgewater, which dates back to
1931, normally supplies between
130 to 140 million gallons of water
per day through the main which
was ruptured.

Elizabethtown Water Company,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Thames Water (London, England),
provides retail water service in
Burlington, Hunterdon, Mercer,
Middlesex, Morris,  Ocean,
Somerset, and Union Counties.

the deck is built on Elm and Pros-
pect. Several other speakers also
referenced that they would remem-
ber council representatives who fa-
vor a deck at election polls.

Saul Drittel, a former merchant
in town and former President of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said that, in his judgment, a
deck on Elm Street could not sup-
port 800 parking stalls, even if the
deck was extended over the Trader
Joe’s parking lot.

He noted that the Rich and Asso-
ciates report put the South Avenue
lot as the first choice for a deck.
Mr. Drittel said a deck, which he
believes the town needs, would not
be for shoppers other than perhaps
on the ground level.

Former Mayor H. Emerson Tho-
mas, who lives near the proposed
deck, said moving the deck to an-
other location will simply put the
problem on someone else.

“You just want to put the prob-
lem with someone else instead of
yourselves, and I think that’s
wrong,” said Mr. Thomas, who
served as Mayor in the 1950s. Say-
ing he favors additional parking,
he explained, “The only way we
can get this is with tiered parking.”

Brian McDermott of Prospect
Street explained that if a deck is
built in his neighborhood, property
values are likely to plummet 10
percent, or roughly $50,000, for
the owner of a home valued at
$400,000.

He said merchants knew the
town’s parking problem before they
signed leases and that commuters
are somehow getting to the train
regardless of whether they were
able to obtain permits from the
town.

Resident and local merchant and
former Chairman of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, Joseph
Spector, in supporting a deck, said
the town has never come to grips
with a move of banks, stock bro-
kers and professionals from Eliza-
beth to Westfield in the 1960s. He
said the town’s infrastructure has
not been updated to address this
change.

Mr. Spector said the “baby steps”
taken by the town in terms of park-
ing initiatives will not cover the
entire deficiency the town faces in
needed parking capacity.

“What is being discussed is a
parking plan, not solely a parking
deck,” Mr. Spector told those in
attendance — a plan that includes
improvements for pedestrian safety,
vehicular safety and access to busi-
nesses and services, “making for a
better quality of life.”

Prospect Street resident Hillary
Brown challenged the council on
“the need for such a singular, mas-
sive urban construction” in Westfield
and for not having yet implemented
alternatives that would mitigate the
parking problem.

“The parking deck project, as
currently conceived, does not meet
the positive criteria the Town of
Westfield has historically de-
manded for its residents,” she told
council members. “Saying it does
is a sad distortion of fact, reflect-
ing an agenda that excludes far too
many of our citizens.”

Resident Neil Brown and a num-
ber of other residents asked the
council to put the deck issue before
voters as a referendum.

A council conference meeting
will be arranged with the Mayor,
council and Rick Rich of Rich and
Associates and may be on the
agenda this Tuesday, May 15, along
with an update from Department of
Transportation officials on the traf-
fic circle improvement project.


