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Fanwood Skate Park Being Eyed
For Completion by Memorial Day

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

With hopes of having the facility
ready by Memorial Day, the Fanwood
Borough Council is expected to ap-
prove a resolution at its regular meet-

ing tonight awarding a bid for the
design and construction of a skate
venue at LaGrande Park.

The resolution is just one item on
the council’s agenda for this evening,
with officials also scheduled to adopt
the borough’s $5,975,220 municipal
budget for 2001, as well as several
ordinances on second reading. Gov-
erning body members unveiled the
budget on April 11.

The planned skate park, earmarked
for the circular area of LaGrande
Park used as an ice skating rink in the
winter, will give adult and child skate-
boarders and in-line skaters an ap-
propriate place to pursue their pas-
time.

During their May 2 agenda ses-
sion, members of the governing body
confirmed that Hot Rails, an Orange
firm, had been selected from among
three bids which were received to
develop the recreational facility. The
company specializes in such projects
and developed a similar project in
Mendham.

The bid, which comes to slightly
more than $15,000, will be evenly
split between money from the Parks
Renewal Fund generated by the
Fanwood Recreation Commission
through fundraisers and a portion of
a 1999 Pocket Park Program grant
awarded to Fanwood from Union
County.

While the Hot Rails bid was the
highest of the three received, it was
the only one which included both the
sale and installation of the equip-
ment for the skate park, according to
Councilman Thomas P. Ryan, Jr.,
Chairman of the council’s Recre-
ation and Community Services Com-
mittee.

Mr. Ryan described the Hot Rails
bid as “the best package for the
money,” noting that the other bids –
which came in at $13,800 and
$14,500 — did not cover installation
of the equipment, which will be re-
moved during the winter, when the
ice skating rink is in use.

The skate park, which will be in
operation during the spring and fall,

was first proposed during a Recre-
ation Commission meeting last year
by then eighth-grade students Zack
Von Langen of Fanwood and Kevin
Del Mauro of Scotch Plains.

Their suggestion garnered support
from the commission, as well as from
local residents and merchants.

Officials hope having a designated
location for skateboarding and in-
line skating will dissuade youngsters
from using sites not suited to such
activities, where injuries or damage
may occur.

“We’re giving them a place to go,”
Councilman Ryan observed.
“They’re skating on church property,
on business property, on the train
station property. Hopefully, we’ll be
giving them an appropriate place
where they can do this and won’t get
hurt and won’t cause damage.”

Regulations for use of the planned
park have been compiled by the Rec-
reation Commission and were being
reviewed earlier this week by Bor-
ough Attorney Wilfred P. Coronato
and Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern, in preparation for intro-
duction of an ordinance tonight.

Individuals using the park will be
required to purchase permits and to
display them when skating in the
park. Regulations are also expected
to stipulate limited capacity at the
facility, hours of operation and pro-
hibitions against drugs, alcohol and
offensive language.

While the skate park will be open
to all, annual permit fees will be
charged on a sliding scale.

Fees for children and adults, re-
spectively, have been proposed as
follow: Fanwood residents, $25 and
$35; Scotch Plains residents, $50
and $60, and others, $100 and $200,
according to Fanwood Recreation
Commission Chairman Russell
Wells.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Bd. of Adjustment Approves Sprint
Antennas Atop Elizabethtown Water Tower

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

After hearing testimony from sev-
eral expert witnesses, the Scotch
Plains Board of Adjustment unani-
mously approved a variance applica-
tion for the placement of six wireless
telecommunications antennas to be
affixed to the sides of the
Elizabethtown Water Company tower
off of Jerusalem Road by Sprint at
their regular meeting on Thursday,
May 3.

Sprint will become the fifth tele-

communications carrier to have an-
tennas on the tower, joining
Metricom, Nextel and AT&T. A vari-
ance application was required be-
cause zoning ordinances in Scotch
Plains do not allow for this type of
installation anywhere in the town.
However, telecommunications anten-
nas are to be promoted if deemed to
be “inherently beneficial” to the com-
munity.

Planning Board Attorney Jeffrey
Lehrer explained that because the
application proposed to place the

antennas on an existing tower, this
was deemed to be “inherently ben-
eficial” to the community by law and
was to be promoted under the Tele-
communications Act.

The antennas, measuring 56 inches
long by 8 inches wide would be
flush-mounted to the sides of the
tower, 90 feet up. The installation
would also include seven ground-
level, equipment cabinets on a con-
crete pad, surrounded by a six-foot
high, chain-link fence. The fenced-
in cabinet area would measure 17

feet by 30 feet.
During the meeting, several resi-

dents from the community adjacent
to the water tower voiced their objec-
tions to the placement of more anten-
nas on the tower.

The residents at the meeting had
concerns about the electro-magnetic
frequency (EMF) emissions given
off by the antennas as well as the
visual impact of the cabinets and
antennas on the neighborhood.

Johnson Avenue resident Sally
Rowland attempted to present to the
board a petition signed by 18 neigh-
borhood residents opposed to the
application.

However, the board would not ac-
cept the petition, as the rules of the
board require that residents appear
in person to express their opinions.

“We have concerns about the safety
of these antennas, especially their
effect on children and pregnant
women,” Mrs. Rowland stated on
behalf of the residents who signed
the petition.

Johnson Avenue resident James
McCauley was disconcerted by the
numerous trees that were recently
removed from the area, exposing the
unsightly visual impact of the tower
and lights on the neighborhood, vis-
ible from his yard.

Mr. Lehrer explained to the Board
and the public that the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) de-
termined that electro-magnetic fre-
quencies emitted by these antennas
were found to be so insignificant that
they were not to be considered as a
basis for denial.

Radio Frequency Engineer for
Sprint, Brian Damstrom, explained
that the need for these antennas was
to cover a gap that Sprint had in their
coverage of the area. This gap caused
Sprint customers to lose calls or not
be able to place calls in a large area
in Scotch Plains. Sprint has other
antennas in Watchung, Mountainside,
Fanwood and Westfield that cover
parts of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
according to Mr. Damstrom.

Placement of these antennas on
the water tower would be in the
center of the gap area and complete
Sprint’s obligation to cover the en-
tire Scotch Plains/Fanwood area.

Mr. Damstrom added that these
antennas would not interfere with
radios, televisions or telephones, as
all of these devices were regulated
by the FCC to be on different fre-
quencies. Furthermore, Mr.
Damstrom emphasized that these
antennas emitted less EMF emis-
sions than a calculator.

Chief Engineering Consultant and
EMF expert for Sprint, Daniel
Collins, conferred with that opinion

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Endorses Plan
To Build Plainfield Ave. Park

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Plans to develop a small park in
Scotch Plains moved a step forward
on Tuesday night when the Township
Council endorsed a professional ser-
vices resolution authorizing the con-
sulting engineering firm Killam As-
sociates to begin preliminary work
on possibly turning a three-acre par-
cel of township-owned land next to
the public works facility on Plainfield
Avenue into a park that would in-
clude a baseball field and a soccer
field.

Such a park, which could conceiv-
ably be completed by the fall of
2002, would fill a need for additional
recreational space, especially for
organized youth sports. The funds to
pay for the development of the
Plainfield Avenue property would
likely come out of the township’s
Open Space Trust Fund, which was
established by voters in November
1999.

At the council’s regular meeting,

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins, addressing last month’s ar-
rest of Township Treasurer William
Polidore on embezzlement charges,
read a statement on behalf of the
council and himself in which he ac-
knowledged that “the township orga-
nization was shaken” by Mr.
Polidore’s arrest on April 25.

Mr. Atkins expressed appreciation
to township employees, who, he said,
“have pitched in to keep things mov-
ing as well as possible on behalf of
our taxpayers.” He also saluted Suplee
Clooney & Co., the township’s audi-
tors who had first discovered dis-
crepancies in the township’s account-
ings earlier this year and whose fur-
ther investigations eventually led to
Mr. Polidore’s arrest.

Mr. Atkins also saluted the Union
County Prosecutor’s office “for ex-
emplary work” and the Scotch Plains
Police Department “for their dili-
gence and persistence.”

The Township Manager added that
the township’s legal department “de-

serves accolades for their prompt
and responsive action working
through appropriate channels to pro-
tect the interest of our taxpayers so
that full restitution of the embezzled
funds will be made.” In a related
matter, a Superior Court Judge last
Friday signed an order freezing Mr.
Polidore’s assets.

At the start of its meeting, the
council watched as Police Chief Tho-
mas O’Brien presented certificates
of appreciation to 10 police officers
for their job performance in the past
year. Those honored were Beverly
Peal, David Smith, Ernesto
Hernandez, Matthew Hoelzel, Mat-
thew Fugett, Suzanne Butler, Regina
Penny, Andrew Mulligan, Lawrence
DeRose and Paul Belford.

The council also honored eight
students for their winning efforts in a
contest sponsored by the Township
Environmental Commission in which
students were asked to design a spe-
cial postage stamp to commemorate
Earth Day last month. Students from
J.A. Coles Elementary School, Park
Middle School, McGinn Elementary
School and Terrill Middle School

BOARDWALK BUILDERS…For his Eagle Scout badge project, Tim Lee, left, of Boy Scout Troop No. 104 recently
coordinated and supervised members of his troop in the construction of 150 linear feet of timber boardwalk at the
Fanwood Nature Center. On April 28, he and Denis Hercel, right, cut the boardwalk planks and completed 80 percent
of the framing. The following day, they were joined by fellow scouts and several adults to complete the project. The work
was coordinated by Dean Talcott, Nature Center Caretaker and Fanwood Environmental Commission Chairman.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SPECIAL INTENTIONS…Residents convened on the Village Green in Scotch
Plains last Thursday to offer prayers for the nation’s leaders, school officials and
the community at large. The annual event marked the National Day of Prayer.

Andrew Chapman,
President of the Elizabethtown

Water Company

Elizabethtown Water Company Lifts
Water Advisory, Completes Repairs

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Sources at the Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Company in Westfield said yes-
terday that repairs to a water main
break which ruptured April 30 near
the company’s primary water treat-
ment plant in Bridgewater were com-
pleted this past Sunday.

The pipe, which serves a multi-
county region, was disinfected and
tested on Monday and Tuesday. It
was put back into service yesterday,
according to Elizabethtown spokes-
woman Erin Reilly. Customers will
not notice any change in their water
supply and do not have to take any
special precautions, she said.

Andrew Chapman, President of
Elizabethtown Water Company,
headquartered in Westfield, told  The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
“We responded effectively because
our customer service, communica-
tions and repair efforts were well-
coordinated. We had great support
from the customers and the emer-
gency management officials in all
the counties and municipalities we
serve.”

An advisory to boil water was is-
sued by Elizabethtown Water Com-
pany on May 1, hours after the break
occurred, and was lifted two days
later when company officials deter-
mined the water was safe to drink.

The 40-year-old main which rup-
tured was a large, 60-inch diameter
pipeline buried eight feet under the
Raritan riverbed.

Over one million customers in 54

“We responded effectively
because our customer ser-
vice, communications and
repair efforts were well-co-
ordinated. We had great
support from the custom-
ers and the emergency
management officials in all
the counties and munici-
palities we serve.”

municipalities were affected by the
break, including customers in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Westfield and
Mountainside, who experienced low
or no water pressure periodically on
Tuesday.

The break was isolated as of last

Tuesday morning, Ms. Reilly con-
firmed.

The water company issued press
releases throughout the day, updat-
ing the status of the situation and
reporting that most customers began
to see normal water pressure flows
by early that morning.

However, major news outlets re-
ported that some customers were still
experiencing low pressures through-
out the day. The company also issued
periodic updates of the situation on
its Web site at www.etownwater.com.

Backup pipelines were brought into
service and the output of the Franklin
treatment plant was increased to
maximum capacity in order to take
up the slack during the emergency.

The company issued a boil water
advisory as a precautionary mea-
sure, in case contamination entered
into the distribution system due to
low pressure in the main. Although
the advisory remained in effect until
May 3, Ms. Reilly said that the sys-
tem was determined to be safe and
non-contaminated throughout the
entire period.

The water company advised resi-
dents to allow the water to run for
several minutes on May 3 in order to
insure clean water was dispensed,
noting that a slight discoloration of
the water might be found as the mains
were being flushed out and re-chlo-
rinated.

Elizabethtown Water Company
will be receiving bids from forensic
experts to examine the pipeline to
determine the cause of the breakage.
The company expects it will take
about two months to complete the
analysis, Ms. Reilly stated.

The water treatment plant in
Bridgewater, which dates back to 1931,
normally supplies between 130 to 140
million gallons of water per day through
the main which was ruptured.

Elizabethtown Water Company, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Thames
Water (London, England), provides
retail water service in Burlington,
Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Mor-
ris, Ocean, Somerset, and Union
Counties.
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Save 20% on all luggage,
handbags, and accessories, including

our new patterns for spring!
233 North Ave. E.

Westfield, NJ 232-8199
Tuesday - Sat. 10 am– 5:30 pm •  Thursday - til 9

Our once a year event!

Sat. May 5 - Sat. May 12

J. Winthrop

www.williams-nursery.com

Exit 577 South

Bob’s
Linens & Things Highway 22

Comp USA

East Broad St.
Garden State

Parkway

Highway 22

Nursery at
524 Springfield Ave

Central Ave

Exit

138

Exit
135

Kennilworth Blvd

Mountain

Ave524 Springfield Ave•Westfield•908-232-4076 
Across from Echo Lake Park•Visa, MasterCard, Amex

Wed-Sat 9am-7pm • Sun-Tue 9am-6pm  

Hanging
Baskets

$2 Off

Choose from 
thousands for 
sun or shade.

Choose from 
thousands for 
sun or shade.

Hang in there!

10” 
Reg. $24.99

ILLIAMS URSERY

& The Gift House& The Gift House

Geraniums
From Seed
Reg. Price $2.99
From Seed
Reg. Price $2.99

Now
$1.99 each

6 for $10
Good Thru
05/15/01

Rose Bushes
•In Bud & Bloom
•Hundreds of Varieties
•In Bud & Bloom
•Hundreds of Varieties
#2 pot 

Reg. $22.99-$29.99

$2 Off

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Mr. Wells said that during an initial
trial period, the skate park will not be
formally supervised, to determine if
such a policy is adequate or if an
attendant needs to be hired for the
facility.

While no formal supervision is in
place, parents will be asked to sign a
waiver stating they understand this
at the time permits are purchased,
Mr. Ryan observed.

Operation of the facility will be
overseen primarily by the Recre-
ation Commission, with assistance
from borough administration and the
local police department, Council-
man Ryan said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Skate Park

MONDAY, APRIL 30
•  Julius Leon Aaron, 45, of Plainfield

was charged with burglary of a Pheas-
ant Lane residence. Police reported
that at approximately, 9 a.m., a Pheas-
ant Lane resident reported that he ob-
served a man attempting to pry open a
rear window to his house. The man
fled when confronted.

A description of the individual was
provided to surrounding towns and a
short time later, Plainfield police re-
ported that they were detaining a man
fitting the description in an adjacent
neighborhood.

Further investigation by Detective
Brian Donnelly resulted in the arrest.
Union County Superior Court Judge
John Triarsi set bail at $25,000 for the
suspect. Aaron remained in the cus-
tody of Plainfield Police Department
pending charges in that jurisdiction
and was subsequently remanded to the
Union County Jail.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
•  A Stoneleigh Drive resident re-

ported that someone had cut the tele-
phone and cable television lines lo-
cated on the exterior of the house,
during the day. The house was not
entered.

•  A Dutch Lane resident reported
finding the front door to the house
forced open, the alarm system ripped
from the wall and the telephone line
cut, during the day. It could not be
determined if anything was taken from
the house.

THURSDAY, MAY 3
•  The sides and trunk of a vehicle

parked at the Union County Vocational
Technical Schools on Raritan Road
were reportedly scratched with an ob-
ject.

•  A Frank Street resident reported
that a white male with a mustache,
driving a black Ford Taurus, stopped
in the driveway and exposed himself
to two young children, both age 4.
The man drove away, heading east
down Raritan Road, according to Cap-
tain Joseph Protasiewicz, when con-
fronted by the children’s father.

The incident occurred approxi-
mately  7:30 p .m.  on Thursday
evening. There are no leads in the
case. Captain Protasiewicz said that
the Department checked with other

surrounding towns, but there were no
similar incidences reported recently.

•  Patrols found a panel kicked in at
a North Avenue service station. It
could not be determined if the build-
ing was entered. The incident oc-
curred during the early morning
hours.

•  Sergio Gonzolez, 18, a student
at Union County College, was ar-
rested for assault by auto upon an-
other student in the parking lot of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. Gonzolez allegedly brushed
the female student with his vehicle
while she was walking in the lot.
After words were exchanged, police
said, he backed up the vehicle and
struck her a second time. The victim
received a minor injury to her leg
and did not require hospital treat-
ment.

Gonzolez was released on a sum-
mons.

FRIDAY, MAY 4
•  Police received a report of $80 in

cash taken from a pocketbook at the
Union County Vocational Technical
School during the day.

•  A Mountain Avenue resident re-
ported receiving threatening phone calls.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
•  Police responded to a report of a

dispute among patrons at the Bowcraft
Amusement Park. The matter was
settled without any injuries or com-
plaints.

•  A vehicle was reportedly en-
tered while parked at a South Av-
enue business during the evening
hours. A wallet and some personal
effects were taken.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
•  A 1994 Plymouth Wagon was re-

portedly taken from a Route 22 ser-
vice station sometime during the
evening.

•  The side mirror was broken off of a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of Myrtle
Avenue.

MONDAY, MAY 7
•  Minor damage was reportedly done

to school buses parked behind Park
Middle School sometime over the
weekend.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Antennas
that the antennas emitted 250 times
below the FCC allowable standard
for EMF emissions.

“Your refrigerator emits 10 times
more EMF emissions than these an-
tennas,” he remarked.

Residents were asked by board
members to not repeatedly ask the
same questions regarding EMF
emissions that were previously an-
swered and determined to be irrel-
evant.

Johnson Avenue resident James
McCauley was told by Board Chair-
man James Fawcett to refrain from
making unwarranted comments to
the board about the proceedings or
what he considered to be unsatis-
factory answers or he would be asked
to leave the room.

Mr. McCauley emphatically
stated, “We just want to know that
we’ll be safe in our homes.”

Mr. Fawcett also explained to the
residents that Sprint could not be
obligated to replace trees that had
been previously removed by
Elizabethtown Water Company,
owners of the property. Board mem-
ber Chris Abeel said that on behalf
of the residents, he would bring up
the matter of the buffer to the Town-
ship Council to see if they could
contact the property owners about
replacing the trees.

Terrill Road resident Ilse
Heinemeyer told the board that even
though there may be no actual dan-
ger, the perceived danger of the
cumulative effect of the antennas
would negatively affect the value of
the homes in the area.

After weighing the positive ver-
sus negative aspects of the applica-
tion, the board approved the vari-
ance with the conditions that main-
tenance be conducted during nor-
mal daylight hours, except for emer-
gencies and that Sprint plant a land-
scaped buffer to obscure the view of
the cabinets from the adjacent yards.

The Board of Adjustment also
discussed whether to tape and tele-
vise board meetings as was re-
quested by several residents. Mr.
Lehrer advised the board regarding
potential legal consequences of tele-
vising meetings.

“I would be reluctant to promote
televising these meetings, because
of potential liabilities,” Mr. Lehrer
advised.

On the positive side, Mr. Lehrer
explained, televising meetings
would give the public a better idea
of how the board operates and
demystify the process. On the nega-
tive side, every gesture, comment
or facial expression made by board
members could constitute a poten-
tial legal liability if the board is
sued for decisions they’ve made.

Furthermore, Mr. Lehrer said that
he has frequently seen members of
the public abuse the process of ask-
ing questions and making comments,
just to see themselves on television.

“It’s hard enough to get people to
sit on these boards without the added
pressure of legal liability,” Board
member Timothy Livolsi com-
mented.

Most of the board members agreed
that because of their concerns over
additional liability, they did not want
to televise the meetings.

Two special meetings, on May 10
and May 31, have been scheduled to
hear the continuation of the
Bowcraft water park application.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

Earth Week and Arbor Day
Noted at Union Catholic HS

New County Police Headquarters
Unveiled Before Planning Board

By JAMES FOERST
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The County of
Union has unveiled plans to con-
struct a new Union County Police
Headquarters and Forensic Labora-
tory in Westfield.

The plan, which was presented
this past Monday at the Westfield
Board of Adjustment meeting, was
endorsed by the board provided that
the Union County Board of Free-
holders utilize an acceptable exte-
rior finish and install exterior lights
in keeping with the towns lighting
plans.

The board acknowledged that they
had no jurisdiction over the county
plan but suggested that the county
increase financing so that the build-
ing and premises would be con-
structed in keeping with the charac-
ter of the town.

The project calls for the construc-
tion of a “three-story, masonry clad
‘state of the art’ police and forensic
facility.” The building will be con-
structed on the site located on North
Avenue and will house the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Commu-
nications and Forensics Units, the
Union County Police Department and
the Union County Emergency Man-
agement Office.

The 51,209 square foot building
will be constructed at the eastern end
of the site while continuing to utilize
the present structure. Upon comple-
tion of the new building, the present
structure will be demolished and re-
placed by a 9,581 square foot Emer-
gency Vehicle Storage Building. The
garaging facility will house some 22
county vehicles including trucks,
boats and snow mobiles. The vehicle
entrances will be located in the rear
of the building facing the railroad
tracks.

The streetscape will consist of brick
and rout iron fencing and a lighting
system consistent with the overall
lighting plan of the town.

The county does not anticipate

any new functions or personnel at the
property but needed increased space
to better house the existing func-
tions.

In other matters, construction of a
two-story office building was ap-
proved at the corner of New Street
and Central Avenue. The Planning
Board unanimously approved the
application of Newpointe Realty,
LLC. to construct the 15,600 square
foot office building on the one-acre
lot with limited parking in a lot lo-
cated in the rear of the building abut-
ting the railroad tracks.

The building design was scaled
down from the initial proposal pre-
sented at last month’s Planning Board
meeting.

“The building has been reduced
from 39 to 36 feet in height and from
18,600 square feet to 15,600 square,”
said developer and local architect
Michael Zemsky. “We have also
made allowance for a 10-foot set-
back along Central Avenue and along
New Street” continued Mr. Zemsky.
Newpointe initially requested vari-
ances for zero front and side-yard
setbacks which are required by ordi-
nance to be 40 feet and 20 feet,
respectively.

The board expressed concern over
the destruction of a large elm tree on
the property which was described by
Michael Snezak of the Westfield Tree
Preservation Commission as a “good
buffer to the railroad” and a “gateway
into the downtown.” Mr. Snezak stated
that the elm tree, “which is in remark-
ably good condition,” is approximately
40 inches in diameter and between
100–125 years old. Mr. Snezak, the
board and the developer all agreed
that the tree should be preserved.

“Preservation of the tree would
reduce our available parking by ap-
proximately six spots,” noted Mr.
Zemsky. The building requires 63
parking spaces, one for every 250
feet of office space, based on the
reduced size of the building. The site
plan provide for 57 spots with the

removal of the tree and only 51 park-
ing spaces if the tree was preserved.

The board, acknowledging the
desire to preserve the historic tree,
conditionally approved the variances
provided that the tree be preserved,
the decrease in parking be minimized
by utilizing such alternatives as a
porous parking surface around the
tree and increased parking on the
street pending Town Council ap-
proval.

The board also discussed the in-
creased traffic flow at the unusual
intersection which would be caused
by the office building.

Planning Board member Martin
Robbins also discussed the possibil-
ity of making a cul de sac on New
Street at Central Avenue. Town En-
gineer Kenneth B. Marsh stated that
Central Avenue is a county road and
that the Planning Board had no juris-
diction over the traffic patterns at the
intersection.

The county had previously approved
the site plan based on a traffic flow
report presented by the developer.

NEW TREES…The Union Catholic High School (UCHS)Week/Arbor Day
Celebration guests add soil to one of four flowering plum trees planted on the
school’s oval. Pictured, left to right, are: The Reverend Leonard Dembow,
UCHS Principal Sister Percylee Hart, Director of Institutional Advancement
Anne Wischusen, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks, and UCHS Environ-
mental Club Advisor Sister Raymond.

SCOTCH PLAINS – An Earth
Week/Arbor Day Celebration was
organized by the Union Catholic High
School (UCHS) Environmental Club
highlighted by the planting of four
flowering plum trees, two along each
side of the oval driveway in front of
the school.

Co-Presidents of the Environmen-
tal Club, Michelle Meade and Rosie
Rodriguez, hosted the program.

Several science classes attended
the ceremony. Jay Mariano’s class
raised enough money to purchase
seven acres of rainforest in the Madre
de las Aguas region of the Domini-
can Republic. The honorary land
deeds will arrive in a few weeks.

The Reverend Leonard Dembow
gave the invocation. He also blessed

the trees and dedicated them to the
people of the world who are poor and
oppressed. Religion teacher, Allan
Wright, reflected on the trees men-
tioned in the Bible, such as the Go-
pher Wood used to build Noah’s Ark,
a Tamarisk Tree planted by Abraham,
a Fig Tree and the tree of crucifixion.

Guest speakers included Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks, who
presented UCHS Principal Sister
Percylee Hart with a Township Proc-
lamation. The decree recognized
April 25 as Arbor Day in Scotch
Plains.

The second speaker,  Anne
Wischusen, Director of Institutional
Advancement at UCHS, spoke about
the landscaping she did when an
established forested area viewed from
the windows of her home was cleared
to the ground for additional con-
struction.

Marybeth Boyar, UCHS Science
Department Chairwoman, encour-
aged all students to be good stewards
of trees and all living things.

Courtesy of The Musial Group
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE…The Musial Group provided a full-color picture of the new Union County Police
Headquarters and Forensics Lab, which will be erected in Westfield. The project calls for the construction of a “three-
story, masonry clad ‘state of the art’ police and forensic facility.” The building will be constructed on the site located on
North Avenue and will house the Union County Prosecutor’s Office Communications and Forensics Units, the Union
County Police Department and the Union County Emergency Management Office.

www.goleader.com!

made up the list of winners.
Separately, Deputy Mayor Frank S.

Rossi said the shared services commit-
tee, made up of representatives from
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the joint
board of education, will soon submit a
grant application for special computer
software to assist in scheduling use of
township recreational fields as well as
the maintenance of those facilities. He
also reminded residents that Saturday,
May 19, is Clean Communities Day.

The Public Works Department and
various civic organizations will volun-
teer to police and clean various parts of
the township. Anyone wishing to take
part can contact the Public Works De-
partment at (908) 322-7100.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel an-
nounced that the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association’s
annual antique car show will be held
on Park Avenue in the downtown busi-
ness district on Sunday, June 10.

Mayor Martin L. Marks announced
the program for the joint Memorial Day
celebration with Fanwood on Monday,
May 28. Ceremonies will begin at 8
a.m. at the American Legion Hall on
Park Avenue, followed by a 9 a.m. cer-
emony at the Fanwood Public Library.

Another ceremony will be held at 10
a.m. at the Village Green, followed by
the annual parade down Park Avenue.
Given that this year’s parade will honor
the 60th anniversary of the attack on
Pearl Harbor, the parade’s grand mar-
shal will be Michael Rossi, the father
of Councilman Frank S. Rossi and a
former chief of police in Scotch Plains
who was serving in the military in
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.

The council’s next regular meeting
will be held on Tuesday, May 29.


