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NEEDLEPOINT HOMES GAINS OK FOR SUBDIVISION

County Presents Plans for New
Engineering Department Building

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County officials unveiled plans at
Monday night’s Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board meeting to construct a
new county engineering building on
property at 2325 South Avenue.

The current building which houses
the engineering department at the
site will be demolished after the new
structure is built. Other county build-
ings on the property, which will re-
main, include the Bureau of Traffic
Maintenance, Weights and Measures,
the Bureau of Mosquito Control,
Election Board voting machine stor-
age, Department of Public Works for
the county and several garage and
storage buildings.

The proposed, 13,607-square-foot
building will be a two-story, split-
level, steel frame and masonry build-
ing, handicapped accessible and air-
conditioned. The planned overall site
improvements include new landscap-
ing, decorative fencing and paving.
The first floor will include a confer-
ence/training center, computer room,
lunch room and surveyor’s room.

The second floor will house ad-
ministration offices, file and supply
rooms, a conference room and of-
fices for 12 staff engineers, plus two
team leaders and secretarial space.
There will be parking for 148 cars.

Project architect Noel Musial of
The Musial Group of Mountainside
made the presentation before the
Planning Board.

County Engineer Bruce Connor
explained to the board that although
the township’s permission or approval
is not required, board members were
being apprised of the plan as a cour-
tesy and to solicit recommendations
and input. Construction is expected
to begin sometime in late summer,
with completion anticipated in about
a year.

Mayor Martin L. Marks, Construc-
tion Official Robert LaCosta and Paul
Ferriero, the township’s Consulting
Engineer, plan to review county offi-
cials’ plans for the new facility and to
provide input.

An application made by Needle-
point Homes, LLC for a major subdi-
vision off of Pheasant Lane was ap-
proved by the Planning Board. The
parcel of land was previously subdi-
vided, portioning out 2.2 acres for a
privately-owned single-family resi-
dence, several years ago. The owner
has proposed to subdivide the re-
maining 6.4 acres into four lots for
four additional single-family homes.

Civil Engineer Ed Dec of
Kenilworth described the topogra-
phy of the land to the board and the
10 neighboring residents who at-
tended Monday night’s meeting. The
land contains several streams and a
wetlands area, requiring special state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection approval to construct houses
and driveways that would encroach
on these areas.

Because the land slopes down-
ward, away from the existing sewer
utility on Pheasant Lane, a grinder-
pump sewage system is being pro-
posed, which will liquify sewage from
the homes and pump it uphill to the
central system.

Tom Valiante, a contractor who is
experienced in installing these sew-
age systems, testified before the board
regarding the sanitary system and
how it operates.

The board and residents of Pheas-
ant Lane had concerns regarding the
system’s reliability and maintenance
requirements. Mr. Valiante assured
the board and the public as to the
reliability of the system and how
easily the system is maintained and
repaired, if need be.

Mr. Dec explained that the system
would require that the four future
homeowners enter into an agreement
of joint cooperation to maintain and
repair the shared portions of the sew-
age pipeline.

Mr. Valiante said that he knows of
several situations in which groups of
homeowners entered into such coop-
eration of shared services.

Several residents expressed their
concerns about the run-off that will
be created by the proposed develop-
ment and how that would affect their
adjacent yards.

Mr. Ferriero said he was confident
that the water run-off issues could be
accurately calculated and resolved.

One of the four lots already has a
purchaser, who has proposed to build
a 6,000-square-foot home with a cir-
cular driveway.

Pheasant Lane resident Robert
Petix said that as long as the water
run-off issues were properly dealt
with, he would welcome the pro-
posed development to the neighbor-
hood.

In other business, the K. Hovnanian
development proposal for land known
as The Reserve was memorialized.

Planning Board Attorney Lawrence
Woodruff told the board that if the
Department of Transportation (DOT)
approved the proposed, Route 22
removable barrier-gate and associ-
ated traffic signals, then Hovnanian
was willing to drop its lawsuit against
the township and the board mem-
bers.

However, if the DOT does not ap-
prove the plan, then the lawsuit would
proceed and the case would have to

go back to court.
Hovnanian is suing the township,

the Planning Board and its individual
members for a decision they made
last year to deny Hovnanian’s vari-
ance application for a 100-unit
townhouse development due to flood-
ing and egress concerns.

The case was appealed by
Hovnanian and remanded by Judge
John Pisansky from the Union County
Superior Court in Elizabeth back to
the township to work out a solution
to those concerns. Hovnanian pro-
posed the removable barrier-gate as
a solution to those problems, and the

board approved the application in
April, predicated on approval by the
DOT.

The removable barrier-gate would
enable cars from the development to
cross over to Route 22, East, in the
event that Route 22, West, became
flooded during a storm.

Several board members stated that
they reluctantly approved the pro-
posal, under threat of losing the multi-
million dollar lawsuit.

Mr. Woodruff said that township
officials were planning to make their
presentation regarding the project to
the DOT sometime in the next few
weeks.

Letter Carriers Walk
To Aid Fight Against
Muscular Dystrophy
WESTFIELD – The National As-

sociation of Letter Carriers, Branch
No. 1492 of Westfield-Mountainside,
will hold its 13th Annual Muscular
Dystrophy Walk-a-thon on Sunday,
June 3, at Tamaques Park in Westfield.

The branch has requested that those
who have pledged their carrier have
their donations in by Saturday, June
30, or mail them in care of: Branch
1492, P.O. Box 152, Westfield, 07090.

Branch 1492 has once again been
recognized by the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers for its
fundraising efforts on behalf of the
fight against muscular dystrophy,
ranking fourth in New Jersey.

Open House Program
On Tap for May 20
At Hetfield House

MOUNTAINSIDE – Area resi-
dents are invited to an Open House
event at the historic Hetfield House
in Mountainside on Sunday, May 20,
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Attendees will have an opportunity
to tour the Hetfield House, located
adjacent to the Mountainside Free
Public Library on Constitution Plaza.

In addition, Bill Sanders of
Mountainside will give an update on
an initiative to place portraits of
George Washington in schools and
public places throughout New Jer-
sey and the United States as a way to
emphasize history education.

Brunner Third Graders Learning
History of Scotch Plains First Hand

Part of the third grade curriculum in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood is learning about
the historic events and important people
that have made our town so unique. This
past March, the third grade at Brunner
Elementary School was fortunate to take
part in many activities around town that
demonstrated the kind and generous feel-
ing we enjoy here.

The students were treated to a tour of
the historic Osborn Cannonball House, a
tour of the municipal building, allowed
to eat in the renowned Stage House Inn,
and toured the beautiful Scotch Plains
Baptist Church and “God’s Acre,” the
celebrated cemetery, including Revolu-
tionary War heroes, are buried.

Reverend Chaz Hutchinson of the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church was so
knowledgeable and friendly, allowing
us to do grave rubbings (as seen in a
recent Star-Ledger article) on certain
stones, and talking with us about the
preservation efforts of a special grave,
that of Caesar, an African slave who
resided in Scotch Plains hundreds of
years ago.

The docents at the Cannonball House
are to be commended for their knowl-
edge and patience, and the staff at the
Cannonball House couldn’t have been
more kind to us. Mrs. Samuel gave us a

real inside view of our local government
and the offices at the municipal building.

For all of these things, a great big
thank you from Brunner’s third grade.

Joe Roskin, Charlene Hall and
Debbie Fern

Third Grade Teachers
Brunner Elementary School
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Residents Encouraged to Register
With Organ And Tissue Registry

April is National Organ and Tissue
Donor Awareness month. With nearly
2,000 men, women and children on wait-
ing lists for life-saving transplant opera-
tions in the State of New Jersey —
nationally that figure is close to 80,000
— there’s no better time than now to talk
about the subject of organ and tissue
donation with your family and loved
ones.

As a member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the New Jersey Organ and Tis-
sue Sharing Network (The Sharing
Network) I would like you to consider
giving a total stranger the ultimate
gift — the gift of life. But, in order to
do this, you must make your wishes
known to your family so that if the
need ever arises, they will know of
your decision to become an organ
donor. A decision that will give some-
one a second chance at life!

I’m pleased to report that organ dona-
tion is up in New Jersey. In fact, The
Sharing Network recovered organs from
147 donors resulting in a 13 percent
increase of organs available for trans-
plant. A record total of 513 life-saving
transplants were performed in New Jer-
sey in 2000, which resulted in a 9 percent
increase over 1999. And, New Jersey
residents comprised a 55 percent overall
consent rate for organ donation, com-
pared to the 51 percent consent rate
reported in 1999.

Despite this increase in consent to
donations, more does not mean enough.
I encourage everyone reading this mes-
sage today to find out more about organ
donation, and join the New Jersey Organ
and Tissue Donor Registry, by calling
The Sharing Network at (800) SHARE-

NJ or visit their web site at
www.sharenj.org.

Jeffrey A. Warsh
Westfield

More Letters to the Editor

Courtesy of Elizabethtown Water Co. for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MAN-SIZED BLOWOUT...Shown above is the blowout that occurred Monday night, April 30 at Bridgewater in the
primary water supply pipeline for the area. Serving over one million people, the hole is now repaired. Workers walked
inside the pipe to inspect its condition.


