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Alan M. Augustine

Assemblyman Alan Augustine
Announces His Retirement

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

After representing the 22nd Leg-
islative District for the past 10 years,
Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine of
Scotch Plains has announced his re-
tirement effective this Saturday,
March 31, due to a long illness.

Mr. Augustine joined the Assem-
bly in December 1992 after being
appointed to seat vacated by Bob
Franks after Mr. Franks was elected
to Congress from the Seventh Dis-
trict. He was elected to a full term in
1992 and re-elected in 1995, 1997
and 1999.

Assemblyman Augustine served
20 years on the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, including three terms
as Scotch Plains Mayor — 1979,
1991 and 1996. He  served on the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders from 1982 to 1987 and 1991
to 1992. He was appointed Free-
holder Chairman in 1987 and Vice
Chairman in 1982 and 1986.

He has been serving as the Chair-
man of the Assembly’s State Gov-
ernment Committee and is a mem-
ber of the Banking and Insurance

Committee and the Transportation
Committee.

Mr. Augustine’s official announce-
ment was made  at the Union County
Republican Committee’s annual con-
vention on March 24 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

“I’ve always viewed public service
as a process, not a means to an end,”
Mr. Augustine said in a statement
released by his legislative office. “It’s
a process that I love and through
which I truly believe that I’ve been
able to make a positive impact on the
lives of my constituents as well as all
citizens of New Jersey.”

Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield, who has served with Assem-
blyman Augustine the past 10 years,
told Republican delegates, “He (As-
semblyman Augustine) is for so many
of us a true role model for the values we
need to see more of in politics and
government: compassion, integrity,
perseverance, responsiveness, effective-
ness and a wonderful sense of humor.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks called the Assemblyman  “the
quintessential gentleman who de-
fines the ideal of what he defines as

Commission Hopes to Attain State Approval
For Creation of Historic District in Fanwood
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

In a bid to preserve the character of
Fanwood’s historic homes and the
neighborhoods of which they are a
part, the borough’s Historic Preser-
vation Commission is seeking to win
state and perhaps national historic
protection for the area.

The commission’s campaign in-
volves North and Martine Avenues,
as well as several other streets lo-
cated north of the Fanwood train
station, a 19th-century landmark of
Victorian Gothic design that is al-
ready included on the state and na-
tional registries of historic build-
ings.

Commission Chairwoman Dolores

O’Brien told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on Tuesday that the
commission is presently working
with Metuchen-based consultant
Nancy L. Zerbe, of Historic Preser-
vation Consulting, Inc., to define the
geographic boundaries of the pro-
posed district.

According to Mrs. O’Brien, state
designation would protect Fanwood’s
historic homes from encroachment
by government agencies for such
purposes as the widening of Martine
Avenue, which is a county road.

A proposal by the county to widen
the thoroughfare was withdrawn
nearly two decades ago, Mrs. O’Brien
recalled, in the wake of residents’
protests. Had the project been suc-

cessful, it would have impacted the
frontages of properties along Martine,
she said.

The area being eyed for creation of
what the commission has proposed
as “Fanwood Historic Park District”
includes homes dating from the Vic-
torian era, when the future borough
was a resort haven for  city dwellers,
through the 1920s.

Mrs. O’Brien said the exact
streets the district would encom-
pass are still under review. “We’re
still refining those boundaries,” she
noted.

The homes being eyed for historic
designation represent “a charming
mix of Colonial Revival, Tudor,
Dutch Colonial Revival, Queen Anne,
Craftsman Bungalow, Foursquare and
Shingle styles,” according to an over-
view of the project provided to The
Times by the Historic Preservation
Commission.

The proposed district is expected
to occupy roughly the same area as
what was once known as “Fanwood
Park,” a 350-acre spread owned by
the New Jersey Central Railroad,
which attracted people to the then-
rural area beginning in the latter
part of the 19th century. By the late
1920s, more than 125 homes had
been built.

As part of their efforts, Mrs.
O’Brien said her seven-member
commission plans to launch a pub-
lic education campaign about his-
toric preservation objectives, includ-
ing a brochure, handouts, an up-
coming walking tour of local his-

SP-F BOE Okays $50.3 Mill. Budget, 6-2-1;
Voters to Decide Fate of $44.7 Million Tax Levy

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

By a vote of six for, two against
and one abstaining, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education ap-
proved a $50,287,302 budget for the
2001-2002 school year, at the public
hearing on Monday, March 26.

The budget represents a 5.47 per-
cent increase over the current 2000-
2001 budget. The tax levy portion of
the approved spending plan is
$44,736,398, and is the figure which
will appear on Tuesday, April 17
school election ballot.

According to a state formula, 79
percent of the $44.7 million tax levy
(which accounts for 89.9 percent of
the total budget) will be borne by
Scotch Plains taxpayers; the balance
of 21 percent is to be picked up by
Fanwood.

The tax rate of $3.64 per $100 of
assessed value translates into a 8.01
percent increase for Scotch Plains.
This equates to $316 per year on the
average assessed home in the town-
ship.

In Fanwood, the tax rate will be
$4.40 per $100 of assessed value, or
$108 per year, a 3.04 percent in-
crease for borough taxpayers.

The discrepancy between the im-
pact on township versus borough tax-
payers is one that appears annually.
Last year, Fanwood was harder hit
with a 5.9 percent jump in taxes
compared to Scotch Plains’ 2.3 per-
cent increase.

The disparity stems from the dif-
ferent ways the two municipalities
collect their taxes. While Fanwood
raises its entire tax allocation at one
time, Scotch Plains funds its tax levy
in two parts — collecting a certain
percentage in one year, and collect-
ing the balance the next year.

As a result, Scotch Plains taxpay-
ers this year must fund the remaining
balance of the 2000-01 school bud-
get (which included three second
questions totaling $723,000), as well
as a portion of the 2001-2002 school

budget.
Voting in favor of the budget were

Board President Theresa Larkin,
Board Vice President Donald E.
Sheldon, Lance Porter, Thomas
Russo, Linda Nelson and Jessica
Simpson. Opposing the budget were
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr. and Jean
McAllister. Richard Meade abstained
from the vote.

Though there was much discus-
sion about possible cuts over the past
weeks, and there was some realloca-
tion of funds among specific line
items, the bottom line of the spend-
ing plan remained unchanged from
the tentative budget approved Febru-
ary 27.

Enhancements in the 2001-2002
spending plan are:

• $60,000 for the repair and re-
placement of musical instruments in
grades kindergarten through 12.

• $115,000 for additional hard-
ware and software (lease-purchase
agreements allow the district to ob-
tain three times that amount in terms
of materials).

• 5th grade transition (library
books for the middle schools and
funding for summer prep work).

• $80,000 for new staff — .5 kin-
dergarten teacher at Brunner, .5 nurse
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, one additional Reading Re-
covery teacher, and 1 additional
World Language teacher (to assist
with expansion of the world lan-
guages program to grade three).

Some of the other items included
in the operating budget are new text-
books for certain courses at the
middle and high school levels;
supplemental instructional materi-
als at all levels; globes and maps; and
high school lab equipment.

Mr. Saridaki said he could not
support the budget because, “I don’t

think enough scrutiny has been given
to places where cuts would be made.”

Mrs. McAllister, who also voted
against the budget, spoke of the fi-
nancial impact of last December’s
bond referendum, the three ques-
tions added to the 2000-2001 bud-
get, the size of the budget and the
economy in general. She said, “We’ve
asked a lot of people. I don’t know if
we’ve asked enough of ourselves and
our administrators.”

Throughout the budget process,
Mr. Meade voiced concerns that the

toric homes, and presentations both
on Fanwood’s TV-35 and the
borough’s Web site.

Ms. Zerbe has been working with
the commission for three years, be-
ginning in 1998 when she was hired
to perform a survey of the area around
the railroad station to determine if a
potential historic district existed
there.

During 2000, she conducted his-
toric research and prepared a state-
ment of significance which detailed
“what’s important” about the area,
she explained.

The latest phase, for which she is
under contract this year, involves
delineating boundaries of the pro-
posed district and crafting a descrip-
tion, including what constitutes “con-
tributing” and “non-contributing”
properties.

A contributing property is defined
as a building site, structure or object
that adds to the historic, architec-
tural qualities, historic associations
or archaeological values for which a
property is significant.

When the entire nomination pack-
age is completed, Ms. Zerbe re-
ported, it will be submitted to the
New Jersey Historic Preservation
Office, which is part of the state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP).

If the office accepts the nomina-
tion, Ms. Zerbe said the state gener-
ally will conduct a public hearing in
the community which is seeking the
designation, at which time members

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

2001-2002 budget is insufficient to
meet the variable costs facing the
district; in the end, he chose to ab-
stain from the vote.

“I’m not comfortable with our fi-
nancial stewardship here in raising
enough money to ensure we meet our
financial obligations next year,” he
said.

While Mr. Russo supported the
budget, he, too, had reservations that
enough cuts had been made in ad-
ministrative and supervisory posi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Council Increases Budget
With Four Point Hike In Municipal Tax Rate

‘good government.’”
Mr. Augustine was the sponsor of

26 laws on subjects ranging from
state-mandated relief for municipali-
ties to creating a three-year statute of
limitations on the collection of fines
on unpaid parking tickets.

He sponsored legislation that cre-

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council on Tuesday night intro-
duced its $17.58 million 2001 mu-
nicipal budget, which, if adopted
next month, will result in a four-
point tax increase for property
owners, or $46.70 for the average
assessed home of $117,000.

Deputy Mayor Frank S. Rossi, in
formally submitting this year’s
spending plan, said expenditures
were 3.4 percent higher than last
year, with “virtually all of the in-
crease being a result of mandated
spending” beyond the control of
the local government, including in-
creased payments to the regional
sewage authority, greater health in-
surance costs, increases in police
salaries and a boost in debt service.

He added that there was very
little flexibility in significantly in-
creasing discretionary spending, al-
though the budget, he pointed out,

does contain funding for the new
senior citizens transportation ser-
vice and the streetscape improve-
ments in the downtown business
district. Mr. Rossi called this year’s
budget one “with equal if not better
services.”

A public hearing and council vote
on the 2001 budget will be held on
Tuesday, April 24.

If the budgets for municipal gov-
ernment, the Union County gov-
ernment and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education are
all approved in coming weeks, the
average Scotch Plains taxpayer
would see an increase of $432 in
this year’s property tax bill, which
would rise to $6,610. Of that
amount, $1,181, or 18 percent,
would finance local government
activities and services; $1,170, or
18 percent, would be earmarked
for county government services;
and $4,259, or 64 percent, would
fund local education.

At the start of its meeting, the
council honored Police Lieutenant
John P. Kennedy, who is retiring
from the police force after nearly
30 years. Sergeant Mark Zyla was

promoted to Lieutenant while Of-
ficer Beverly Peal was promoted to
Sergeant, making her the first fe-
male police supervisor in Scotch
Plains.

The council also passed resolu-
tions congratulating Police Chief
Thomas O’Brien on his election as
President of the Union County Po-
lice Chiefs Association and Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis on his elec-
tion as President of the Union
County Fire Chiefs Association.

The council also introduced an
ordinance establishing a stop inter-
section at the corner of Scotchwood
Glen and Highlander Drive as well
as an ordinance prohibiting park-
ing during snow plow operations
on Kevin Road between Terrill
Road and Aberdeen Road in front
of Coles Elementary School. Pub-
lic hearings on both ordinances will
be held on Tuesday, April 17.

The council also approved a reso-
lution appointing Westfield Mu-
nicipal Prosecutor Brenda Coppola
Cuba as alternate Township Mu-
nicipal Prosecutor. She would serve
in the event of a conflict or absence
of Municipal Prosecutor Brian

Levine.
Mayor Martin L. Marks issued a

proclamation proclaiming April as
Autism Awareness Month in Scotch
Plains. The council also passed a
resolution congratulating the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholar-
ship Foundation on its 35 years of
service. The council also congratu-
lated township residents Colm and
Geraldine Keogh on becoming
American citizens.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Times
UNION COUNTY’S FIRST GOVERNOR...Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco is pictured above with his wife, Diane, at Saturday’s Union County
Republican Committee Convention held last Saturday at  Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. The Committee unanimously nominated Mr.
DiFrancesco, Union County’s first governor, as their candidate for Governor.
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Westfield Police Nab Eight
On Narcotics Charges

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Authorities ar-
rested eight people on narcotics charges
shortly after midnight last Friday after
executing a search warrant at a Windsor
Avenue home in Westfield.

The arrests, which occurred at 12:49
a.m., capped an extended investigation
headed by Sergeants John Rowe and
David Wayman of the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau, ac-
cording to Lieutenant John M. Parizeau.

Lieutenant Parizeau said a police
probe into reports of drug trafficking at
the address had been going on “for
some time,” and led to the issuance of
the search warrant.

Rasheem Moore, 22, of Westfield
was charged with three counts each of
distribution of suspected cocaine, dis-
tribution of suspected cocaine within
500 feet of a park, distribution of sus-
pected marijuana and distribution of
suspected marijuana within 500 feet of
a park. Moore, whose bail was set at
$50,000, was transported to the Union
County Jail in Elizabeth.

Jennie Dubose, 22, of North
Plainfield, Aaron Brinkley, 21, and

Adriann Roulhac, 18, both of Plainfield,
Kelli Carter, 23, and James McMiller,
24, both of Westfield, were each charged
with possession of suspected marijuana
with intent to distribute; possession of
suspected marijuana with intent to dis-
tribute within 500 feet of a park, and
possession of 50 grams or less of sus-
pected marijuana.

McMiller was additionally charged
with possession with intent to distrib-
ute suspected cocaine and possession
with intent to distribute within 500 feet
of a park. Bail for the suspect was set at
$35,000 and he was also remanded to
the Union County Jail. Dubose,
Brinkley, Roulhac and Carter were all
released on their own recognizance.

Sharline Leys, 22, and Lamar Bundy,
23, both of Westfield, were each charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and were re-
leased on their own recognizance.

Carter, McMiller, Leys and Bundy
all live at the Windsor Avenue address
where the arrests took place, police
said, although it was not known whether
any of the suspects are related to one
another. No one else was at home at the
time, Lieutenant Parizeau said.

Hillside Police Search for Gunman
In Murder of Westfield Shopkeeper

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

HILLSIDE -- With two of his sons
by his side, Westfield resident Jo-
seph M. Licciardello, 55, was shot to
death in his Hillside roofing supply
store last Saturday by an armed rob-
ber.

Mr. Licciardello, owner of The
Roofing Outlet, had been a Westfield
resident since 1986. Police said that
he died immediately from a gunshot
wound to his head.

The gunman entered the Chestnut
Avenue store at approximately 8:45
a.m. on Saturday, ordering two cus-
tomers and the owner’s two adult
sons to get down on the floor, accord-
ing to Hillside police.

The robber demanded money from
Mr. Licciardello, who gave him an
unknown amount of cash. When Mr.
Licciardello told the robber he didn’t
have any more money, the robber
fatally shot him in the head, accord-
ing to police.

Then, the robber turned the gun on
Mr. Licciardello’s 28-year-old son,
Gregory, hitting him twice in the
shoulder, before fleeing. Gregory was
in stable condition on Saturday night
and released from the hospital on
Monday.

Rosemarie Licciardello, Joseph’s
wife, said that Gregory still has a
bullet lodged in his arm, which may
remain or may have to be removed at
a later date, but he is recovering.

The robber fled in a green Jeep
Cherokee with numbers 99 as the last
two numbers on the license plate,
according to witnesses interviewed
by the police. Pictures from the store’s
surveillance camera were released
and published in newspapers in the
hopes of someone recognizing the
assailant. The police have spent the
last few days searching Hillside,
Irvington and Newark for the robber.

Police described the assailant as a
black male in his mid-20s, between
190 and 200 pounds and approxi-
mately six feet in height. He was
wearing a waist-length, black nylon,
zippered jacket.

A $5,000 reward is being offered
for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of the robber. Anyone
with information can call the Hill-

side police at (973) 926-5800 or the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office at
(908) 527-4500.

Deputy Chief James Silva of the
Hillside Police Department said that
murders were a rare event in Hillside
and that generally, that section of
Hillside was fairly safe and not crime
ridden.

“We hardly ever see murders in
Hillside, less than one every few
years,” Deputy Chief Silva said. The
last homicide in Hillside was in 1997.

The Roofing Outlet was a family-
owned and operated business, run by
Mr. Licciardello and his sons since
1998. Their Web site displays the
many personalized services that this
family-owned business offered, in-
cluding homemade cookies while
customers waited for their orders.
Mr. Licciardello was described by
family and friends as a very warm,

friendly and helpful person, whom
everyone liked.

Before going into business for him-
self, Mr. Licciardello had previously
been Executive Vice President for
Standard Roofing in Tinton Falls. He
served in the New Jersey National
Guard for 12 years as a Sergeant First
Class. Mr. Licciardello was a board
member of the Hillside Chamber of
Commerce and an active volunteer
with the New Jersey Special Olym-
pics.

Surviving are his wife of 33 years,
Rosemarie Burchell Licciardello; his
three sons, Jeffrey Licciardello, Gre-
gory Licciardello and Jonathan
Licciardello and three grandchildren.

A Mass will be offered at 10 a.m.
today, Thursday, March 29, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment will take place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Family Describes Joseph Licciardello
As An ‘Incredible, Wonderful’ Man

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- “He was an in-
credible man” is the most frequently
heard description of Joseph
Licciardello, repeated by those who
knew him well and those who only met
him once.

Mr. Licciardello, a Westfield resi-
dent for 15 years, was brutally mur-
dered in his Hillside Roofing Store last
Saturday by an armed robber. He was
55 years old. (See related news story).

The Westfield Leader had the oppor-
tunity to sit down with the family this
week.

Joseph was the kind of man who
would go out of his way to help some-
one, even if there was nothing in it for
him, said his son, Jeffrey Licciardello.

“He would spend half an hour trying
to find just the right part for a customer
even when he’d only be making 50
cents on it,” Jeff remembered.

“That’s just the kind of person he
was.”

“He was an excellent father and a
wonderful husband,” said Rosemarie
Licciardello, his wife of 33 years.

“He called me on Saturday to say he
missed me. He wanted me to come
down to the store to see his new dis-
play. He was such a gentle man,” she
added.

Since Saturday, the Licciardello’s have
received numerous letters, calls and
emails expressing sympathy and con-
cern from the community. Many of the
letters addressed how senseless the crime
was and what a coward the assailant was.

“This community has really been so
wonderful to us,” said Mrs.
Licciardello.

“We have been receiving such an
abundance of comfort and assistance
from people we hardly even knew,”
Mrs. Licciardello said.

“But that’s because of the kind of
man he was. Customers who only met
him one time have called to say how

sorry they are. He had that affect on
people,” she added.

Pictures in a photo collage that the

UC Principal Sister Percylee Hart
Named Woman of the Year

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sister
Percylee Hart, Principal of Union
Catholic High School (UCHS) in
Scotch Plains, was honored by the
Union County Commission on the
Status of Women in the category
of Education. She was one of 13
women selected to be honored at
the Ninth Annual Women of Ex-
cellence Awards Dinner held at
The Westwood in Garwood.

For over 20 years, Sister Percylee
has guided UCHS through the
merger of the Boys and Girls
Schools and the introduction of
computers and state of the art tech-
nology in the curriculum.

A member of the Religious Sis-
ters of Mercy, Sister Percylee was
educated at Georgian Court Col-
lege in Lakewood, receiving a
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Chem-
istry with Biology minor in 1967.

With the use of a National Sci-
ence Foundation Academic Grant,
she continued on to graduate school
at the University of Pennsylvania
in Philadelphia where, in 1969,
she earned a Master in Science
Degree in Education with a minor
in Chemistry. A second Masters
Degree in Public Administration in
Church Management was earned in
1993 from Seton Hall University.
Throughout this time, she also pur-
sued certifications as a secondary
school science teacher, a school prin-

cipal, and school administrator.
Sister Percylee is a member of the

National Catholic Education Asso-

ciation, the National Association of
Secondary School Principals and
the Archdiocese of Newark Regional
Principal’s Association.

Since 1983, Sister Percylee has
been an active member on the State
Advisory Committee of the Middle
States Association of Colleges and
Schools. As of January 1, she be-
came the President of the Board of
Trustees of this organization and
also assumed the chairmanship of
the Board of Trustees of her alma
mater, Georgian Court College.

For over 20 years, she has been a
member of the New Jersey Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association,
serving on the Advisory and Con-
troversies Committees. Because of
her commitment and dedication to
youth, the Washington Rock Girl
Scout Council (WRGSC) elected
her to be part of their Board of
Directors and she has progressed up
the leadership ladder to her current
position as First Vice President.

Sister Percylee is a strong force
on the WRGSC’s Strategic Plan-
ning committee and chair of their
Personnel committee. Students in-
volved in scouting activities at
UCHS and in the communities
served by the WRGSC are encour-
aged and supported by her in all of
their activities.

Sister Percylee was nominated by
Sister Raymond, a former Chemis-
try colleague and Bernadine
Liebrich, Public Relations Coordi-
nator at UCHS.

Open House Organized
At County Vo-Tech School

SCOTCH PLAINS — Parents and
students from Union County are in-
vited to learn more about the award-
winning programs at the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) at an Open House
scheduled this evening, Thursday,
April 5, on the Raritan Road campus.

The annual Open House will run
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and will in-
clude guided tours of all available
programs and facilities.

The Open House is designed to
ensure visitors get a comprehensive
look at the Vo-Tech’s leading occu-
pational and skills training courses.

“The Vocational-Technical school
provides hundreds of students with
the hands-on training they need to
successfully pursue careers in their
chosen fields,” Superintendent Dr.
Thomas J. Bistocchi said. “We invite
every parent and student in the county
to attend the Open House and learn
more about the exceptional resources
available here at the Vo-Tech School.”

The April 5 Open House will in-
clude demonstrations of the latest
technology in each of the school’s
instructional areas.

Auto Technology students will
highlight the Dynometer, the latest
in emissions testing, culinary arts
students will provide samples of gour-
met specialties from the school’s bake
shop, and the Graphics Communica-
tions program will demonstrate the

latest technology in desktop publish-
ing.

In additional to refreshments, all
visitors will be invited to shop at
special prices in the UCVTS Tech
World Supermarket; take advantage
of blood-pressure screening admin-
istered by the Allied Health pro-
gram; visit the greenhouses in the
Horticulture Program; and enjoy a
basic manicure from the Cosmetol-
ogy program.

All visitors also will receive free
raffle tickets and prizes will be
awarded throughout the Open House.
The prizes will include an Adirondack
chair and foot rest, a garden bench,
baskets of groceries, cosmetology
and health and beauty products, a
flat of bedding plants, and gift cer-
tificates for computer training.

The Vocational-Technical High
School is located on Raritan Road
and shares a campus with the Union
County Magnet High School. Today,
more than 850 high school students
from Union County attend the share-
time Vocational-Technical school and
the four-year Magnet School.

For additional information regard-
ing the April 5 Open House and the
Vocational-Technical High School
programs, please call the UCVTS
Day Admissions Office at (908) 889-
8288, extension nos. 340 and 341, or
visit the school Web site at
www.ucvts.tec.nj.us.

Sister Percylee Hart

908-322-6405
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SP-F BOE
tions.

However, he said, “I’m willing
to go along with giving the public
a chance to vote on it as it stands.
I’m willing to rely on my neigh-
bors to do the right thing.”

Mrs. Simpson, who also voted
“Yes,” stated, “This is the price we
pay for educating our children in
the way we think they should be
educated.”

In the materials presented to the
public, Mr. DelSordi indicated state
aid to the district has fallen steadily
over the past seven years — from 12.6
percent in 1989-1990 to 7.74 percent
for the coming school year. State aid,
which amounts to $3.7 million, is
earmarked for special education, bi-
lingual education, transportation, and
long distance learning.

State aid also includes $103,790
from the state’s Academic Achieve-
ment Reward Program, which rec-
ognizes students’ performance on
the Grade Eight Proficiency As-
sessment and High School Profi-
ciency Assessment.
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Historic District

of the public will have an opportunity
to give input.

The nomination is then passed along
to the New Jersey State Review Board
for Historic Sites, an advisory board to
the DEP that is made up of architects,
architectural historians and archaeolo-
gists. Per the board’s approval, the
final determination will be made by
Assistant DEP Commissioner Cari
Wild.

National designation is done through
the National Parks Service in Wash-
ington, D.C., Ms. Zerbe confirmed.

Mrs. O’Brien revealed that
Fanwood’s designation several years
ago as a Certified Local Government
makes the borough eligible for state
grant money. She said the commission
plans to apply for this funding to fur-
ther its historic preservation efforts.

Joseph Licciardello

family is putting together, display
Joseph’s many interests and talents; he
was an avid fly fisherman, a wine
connoisseur, an accomplished cook,
and a doting grandfather.

“He would always bring homemade
food to work for his customers to try,”
Jeff recalled.

“We never thought that something
like this would happen. Our grand-
daughter used to take naps in the store.
We felt safe. It’s difficult to make sense
of this,” Mrs. Licciardello said.

John Licciardello, who was by his father’s
side when he was killed, sadly lamented,
“We didn’t get to say good-bye.”
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Healthy Kids Day Planned
At Fanwood-SP YMCA

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the community are invited to attend
Healthy Kids Day on Saturday, April
7, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, located at
1340 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The free event will celebrate
healthy living for both children and
their parents. Many activities and
demonstrations in the areas of safety,
health and athletics will be offered.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment will provide DARE (Drug
Abuse Resistance Education) infor-
mation, as well as Child Identifica-
tion and Stranger Awareness pro-
grams. Union County Fire Preven-
tion will present a Smokehouse,
which shows the proper way to exit
a burning building.

In addition, the Scotch Plains Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad will offer tours
of an ambulance and personnel from
the Bike Stand of Scotch Plains will
check bicycle helmets for proper fit.

The YMCA pool will be available

all afternoon for open swim, so fami-
lies are encouraged to bring their
bathing suits and towels. A Gym-
nastic Obstacle Course will be avail-
able as well as many sports events,
including Track and Field, Foot-
ball, Wrestling, Basketball and Soc-
cer Skills, provided by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School ath-
letes.

Scotch Plains Speech and Hear-
ing will provide auditory screening,
and dental care advice will be avail-
able from Westfield Pediatric Den-
tal. Scoliosis screening, visual
screening and information on im-
munizations will also be offered.

Fitness demonstrations, healthy
snacks, a Wheel of Nutrition game,
prizes, face painting and an arts and
crafts table are part of the planned
activities. The first 100 children to
attend will receive a special gift.

For more information on Healthy
Kids Day, please call the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA at (908) 889-
8880.

ated a nationally-recognized safe
needle bill that has helped prevent
the spread of HIV and other deadly
diseases.

The Assemblyman also more re-
cently introduced legislation to pro-
tect children riding scooters and
sponsored legislation which permits
DNA testing of old evidence to es-
tablish the innocence of a convicted
person.

“He is the respected voice of rea-
son and experience, urging all of  us
to do the right thing for the people.
He will leave very big shoes to fill in
the Assembly,” Mr. Bagger said.

Union County Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Ronald Frigerio of
Westfield called Assemblyman Au-
gustine, “the most moral and the
most honorable man I’ve ever met
in politics.”

Acting Governor and State Sen-
ate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, who has served with
Mr. Bagger and Mr. Augustine since
1992, added that Mr. Augustine “was
born to serve.”

“He has not only been a great
citizen but a wonderful man,” the
Acting Govenor emphasized.

During his first year in office, Mr.
Augustine sponsored legislation
which expanded the state’s insur-
ance fraud prevention laws. He was
the driving force behind the enact-
ment of wheelchair lemon and dead-
beat parent laws and a pet purchase
protection law.

More recently, the Assemblyman
was responsible for the passage of
the Railroad Immunity Act, “which
has saved taxpayers millions of dol-
lars and made individuals more ac-
countable for their actions,” accord-
ing to a press release issued by his
legislative office.

He also sponsored the Identity
Theft Act which established tough
new penalties, including jail sen-
tences and stiff fines, for wrongful
impersonation, and legislation to
create the Driver Distraction and
Highway Safety Task Force.

The Task Force is charged with
assessing the risks that drivers incur
while their attention is diverted by
cellular phones and other distractions.

Over the years Assemblyman Au-
gustine has received a number of
citations, including the “Chairman’s
Award” in 1996 from the New Jer-
sey Business and Industry Associa-
tion for his efforts to make govern-
ment more cost effective. He has
been recognized by NJ Transit, the
New Jersey Traffic Officers Asso-
ciation and Patients First Coalition.

The Assemblyman has also re-
ceived awards for his advocacy work
on behalf of the disabled, and for
being a champion of libraries.

He is a former vice president and
marketing consultant with New York-
based Subaru Distributors Corporation.

A graduate of Lafayette College,
he is a member of the Board of
Directors of Union County College,
an honorary member of the Union
County Police Chiefs Association.

The Union County Republican Com-
mittee will meet Tuesday, April 3 at
The Westwood in Garwood to select a
candidate to fill out Mr. Augustine’s
term which expires December 31.


