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Laura Mottley Spends
Spring Break Helping

Others in Outreach Program
WESTFIELD – During her spring

break, Laura Mottley of Westfield helped
disadvantaged citizens in Fries, Va. as a
participant in Loyola College’s Spring
Break Outreach Program. Laura is a
member of the Class of 2002 at Loyola.

MAYORAL DECREES…Westfield Mayor Gregory S. McDermott, above, and
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks, below, recently declared the week of
February 26 “Montessori Education Week.” Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco and Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger also signed the proclama-
tions. Pictured with Mayor McDermott, left to right, are: former and current
students at The Christopher Academy, Marielle, Matthew and Juliana Albano.
Pictured with Mayor Marks, left to right, are: Director of the Scotch Plains
school Evelyn Hagman, students Rita Murphy, Leo Rosenthal, Veronica Murphy,
Alexis Murphy, Fiona Rosenthal, and parents Mr. and Mrs. Michael Murphy
and Denise Rosenthal.

Brandon Albert Doerr
Placed on Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Brandon Albert Doerr was named to the
Dean’s List for the fall semester at The
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore,
Md.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Tim Doerr
and attended Westfield High School. Bran-
don will graduate in May 2003.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students
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(908) 654-0110
Résumés Accepted From State Certified Teachers

• Classes Saturday - Thursday
• 4 - 8 Students Per Class
• All Teachers State Certified
  & Experienced

• Gifted & Talented

• Remedial

• Enrichment

• PSAT • SAT I • SAT II
• Private Tutoring - All Subjects
  - All Levels
• Call Now For Brochure

Elaine C. Sigal
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Andrea Liss, Rianna Liss
Named to Dean’s Lists
SCOTCH PLAINS – Marist College

President Dennis J. Murray announced
recently that Andrea Liss of Scotch Plains
has been named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 2000 semester at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Dean of the College of Business
Administration at Rider University
Mark E. Sandberg revealed that Rianna
Liss of Scotch Plains has also been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2000 semester at Rider University in
Lawrenceville.

Andrea and Rianna are the daugh-
ters of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Liss of
Scotch Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Seton Hall
Preparatory School in West Orange has
announced that Robert Murphy of Scotch
Plains and Rory Verducci of Fanwood
have been named to its Second Trimester
Honor Roll.

Robert, who is a junior, received a
Commendation. Rory, a junior, earned
First Honors.

Murphy, Verducci Named
To Semester Honor Roll

At Seton Hall Prep

Ithaca College Names
Abigail O’Neill

To Fall Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Ithaca College in

Ithaca, N.Y. recently revealed that
Westfield resident Abigail O’Neill was
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2000 semester. A graduate of Westfield
High School, Abigail is majoring in
television/radio.

Condi B. Thiam Wins
Achievement Scholarship

WESTFIELD – The National
Achievement Scholarship Program,
a privately-financed academic com-
petition for outstanding Black Ameri-
can high school students, recently

announced that Westfielder Condi
B. Thiam was awarded an Achieve-
ment Scholarship.

Condi earned the Warner-Lambert
Achievement Scholarship.

REPORTING TO THE ROTARY…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rotary Club Presi-
dent Karin Dreixler is pictured with Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
pupils, left to right, Chris Gawryluk, Rob Bugg and Doug Gillie. The trio of
students made a special presentation to the Rotary. After discussing many of
DECA’s community activities during the year, Chris, Rob and Doug gave an in-
depth report on their study of the global economy. The students compiled a
detailed report after interviewing officials at the White House, U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, International Monetary Fund, AFL-CIO, and the Steelworkers
of America in Washington, D.C.

‘Miss Molly’ to Give Seminar
On ‘Smart Discipline’ at Coles

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Westfield resident
Molly McCloskey, widely known as
“Miss Molly” on the nationally syndi-
cated show “Romper Room and
Friends,” will present several seminars
in Scotch Plains on “Smart Discipline”
for parents.

“Smart Discipline,” developed by
Louisiana family therapist Larry Koenig,
is an organized and calm approach to
disciplining children and building self-
esteem. Mrs. McCloskey will present
the lecture at School One Elementary
on Wednesday, April 4, and at Coles
Elementary School on Wednesday, April
18, both at 7:30 p.m.

Each lecture will be presented in two
parts; the first hour will cover “ways to

teach kids to be self-motivated to follow
rules, without yelling and screaming at
them,” according to Mrs. McCloskey.
The second hour will address how to
build self-esteem, which goes hand in
hand with self-motivation.

“Smart Discipline” is the most widely
attended seminar on parenting in the
United States, said Mrs. McCloskey.
There is no charge, but registration is
required. For more information, inter-
ested individuals are invited to visit the
Web site www.smartdiscipline.com,
which shows seminar locations and
dates.

Those persons who would like to
attend the seminars may also contact
Parent Teacher Association President
Liz Murad at (908) 322-8317 to regis-
ter.

Enrichment Center Notes
Change of Ownership

WESTFIELD – The Enrichment
Center has announced a change of own-
ership.

“It is with great excitement and enthu-
siasm that I take over as sole owner of the
company. I plan to implement new and
innovative programming in various time
frames that have not yet been offered by
The Enrichment Center,” stated the new
proprietor Elaine Sigal.

The hours of operation have also been
extended. Six week mini-sessions in May,
science birthday parties, and pre- and
after-care for the two summer sessions
will also be implemented by Mrs. Sigal.

One of the original founders of the
facility, Mrs. Sigal stated, “This com-
pany was founded seven years ago at my
dining room table with six children. It has
been a privilege for me to be able to watch
and nurture this business since its incep-
tion. Hundreds of students have attended
the Enrichment Center and found suc-
cess. It is my goal to enhance the positive
and creative atmosphere that has per-
vaded The Center.”

A full-service tutoring and enrichment
center, the facility is located at 424 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield. Programming
to students in grades kindergarten through
12 is offered year round and is handi-
capped accessible. The facility is air-
conditioned and has ample free parking.
All 85 of the teachers are state certified
and experienced.

Open week-long, the facility limits
class size to eight students. Private tutor-
ing is also available.

Students in elementary school may
study the basics of reading, math, writ-
ing, public speaking, as well as being
able to learn about science. Gifted pro-
grams are offered for students who qualify.
Ancient Greece and Rome is only one
area of study that allows students to be
creative and learn at their own pace.

Middle school students may opt to
take basic reading, math or writing
courses. These classes are designed to
allow students to meet grade standards
and other goals. A popular course, “Test
Taking/Study Skills,” is being offered
again. Students can learn to become more
effective in the classroom as they study
time management, study techniques, test-
taking strategies and more.

Gifted students may register for the
Junior SAT Verbal and/or Math classes.
This course is designed to advance stu-
dents’ thinking skills as applicable to
standardized tests and school.

High school pupils are offered SAT I
and SAT II courses of study, as well as
classes in the writing of application es-
says and interview skills. The program
offers a small class size, with a maximum
of eight students per class. Strategies and
subject material are covered during the
sessions, which are led by state certified
and experienced instructors.

Students may register for math or ver-
bal classes, or both areas if desired. All
SAT classes are $25 per hour payable at
each session. Classes are offered from
Saturday through Thursday. The SAT II
program offers classes in all sciences,
languages, math, history and writing.
Early registration is recommended.

The Enrichment Center’s SOS (Stu-
dent Overall Support) program is being
offered for students of all ages. This
program is tailored to each student. Study
skills are taught using the student’s own
class work.

For more information, please call The
Enrichment Center at (908) 654-0100.

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Okay, it’s Saturday night in
Westfield; of course every teenager is
out drinking, right? Well, not me. I was
just hanging out, watching TV at a
friend’s house, when I decided at 1
a.m. to head back to my own home for
a nice long night of sleep. I knew to
drive carefully past midnight because,
from what I had heard, the cops will
pull a teenager over for, well, nothing
at all.

I never really believed all the rumors
until I experienced it myself.

As I pulled into my humble home
just off Central Avenue, I noticed a
police car pulling up next to my house.
I asked if I could help the pair of
officers and they replied to me by
saying, “Yeah, you ran right through
that stop sign back there.”

I didn’t really know what to say. I
murmured back to them that I didn’t
remember not stopping when in my head
all I could think about was how I could
recollect so clearly stopping to look both
ways, then pulling out. Of course I wasn’t
going to talk back to them. because they
were the authority, the men in charge of
the situation. After asking me that same
question five times, obviously to see if I
would slur my speech, I told them I’d be
more careful and I walked away knowing
I did nothing wrong.

Over the past few months, since the
appointment of new Police Chief Ber-
nard Tracy, the police department has
taken giant steps in the right direction
to become more in tune with the teen-
age population. These efforts include
sending two officers, once a week, to
have an open forum with students about
various policing topics.

Additionally, a Community Polic-
ing Unit was formed to help improve
relations between teenagers and po-
lice. This group has met once and
discussed ways in which students and
police can come together to live as one

in the town. None of these efforts will
be able to work without the full coop-
eration of not only the 59 hired police
officers, but also, more importantly,
the much larger population of teenag-
ers.

The issue was spurred by last year’s
open town meeting at Westfield High
School, where numerous students com-
plained of run-ins with the police that
were along the same line as my expe-
rience.

One person said he was racially
profiled, a second said he was fol-
lowed around numerous times, and
another teen alleged she was “unfairly”
yelled at. To resolve the issue, former
Chief Anthony J. Scutti told the kids to
schedule appointments with him to
talk about the incidents. Of course, the
three people who were so outspoken at
the time never did come forward to
discuss it with the Chief, and the prob-
lem was left as it was found — unre-
solved.

This is what has led to the current
action taken by the police to improve
interaction between teens and cops.
While they are moving in the right
direction, it still doesn’t resolve the
dilemma, as shown by my little Satur-
day night encounter.

There needs to also be more of an
effort by the police department as a
whole. Don’t just have the same two
officers come to visit us each week;
mix it up and let some of the others see
that we are more than a generation of
alcoholics. And how about if some of
the stubborn teenagers who are so
quick to hate cops come to a meeting
to see that a policeman is more than a
guy with a badge out to get you.

The two sides have to improve their
efforts; it can’t just be one side doing
all the work. A full resolution to a
problem starts with a plan, which we
have.

The next step is to have complete
cooperation, and that’s what is needed.
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UNION COUNTY VOCATIONAL-
TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL

1776 Raritan Road
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 889-8288 ext. 340 or 341

6:30 - 8:30 PM • Thursday, April 5, 2001

• A/C, Heating, Refrigeration
• Allied Health
• Auto Collision
• Auto Mechanics
• Auto Technology
• Baking
• Carpentry
• Child Development
• Commercial Art
• Computer Drafting
• Computer Repair Technology
• Cosmetology

TOURS • DEMOS • RAFFLES • REFRESHMENTS
Programs:

• Culinary Arts
• Electrical Technology 
• Electromechanical Technology
• Graphic Communications
• Horticulture
• Law Enforcement
• Maintenance Mechanics
• Masonry
• Office Systems 
• Supermarket Technology
• Telecommunications Technology
• Welding

ON THURDAY APRIL 5th 2001, BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:00 A.M.
AND 12:00 P.M., THE VOTING MACHINES TO BE USED IN THE SCHOOL BOARD
ELECTION WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION.

ANY INTERESTED PARTIES WHO WISH TO INSPECT THE VOTING
MACHINES SHOULD APPEAR AT THE UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTION
VOTING MACHINE WAREHOUSE, 2345 SOUTH AVENUE,  SCOTCH PLAINS.
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UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

JUNE S. FISCHER, CHAIRPERSON
MARY ELLEN HARRIS, SECRETARY
TERESA M. HALE, MEMBER
JOHN DeSIMONE, MEMBER


