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SP-F Board of Education Hopefuls
Voice Support for School Budget

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the same
time voters go to the polls on Tuesday,
April 17 to elect three members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, they must also approve or dis-
approve the board’s $50,287,302 bud-
get for the 2001-02 school year.

The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood asked board candidates Pe-
ter Tripet, incumbent Lance Porter
and Craig Nowlin, running for the
Scotch Plains seat, and Fanwood can-
didate Pat Hoynes-O’Connor, if they
would support the budget and how
they see the board mustering support
for a spending plan that requires an 8
percent and 3 percent tax increase in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, respec-
tively.

“I am in favor of the 2001-2002
budget, primarily because I do not
want to see Scotch Plains-Fanwood
fall behind other local school districts
in spending,” said Mr. Tripet. “While
I believe that money alone isn’t the
answer to our continuing education
difficulties, we have to recognize that
recent budgets have failed to keep
pace with the growing costs as more
students move into the district.”

“In the past,” he continued, “we
have had to press trailers into use to be
used as temporary classroom space.
Park Middle School is in need of ma-
jor renovation, among others. Park
Middle School has problems which
are too numerous to mention here; (it)
is in need of drastic overhaul due to its
rapidly deteriorating condition.”

“I do support the budget but I had to
be convinced by the administration,”
said Mr. Porter. “The proposed bud-
get of $50 million represents a 5.47
percent increase of $2.6 million; $2.3
million of the money is in salaries,
benefits, plant operation and trans-
portation. Only $0.3 million
($300,000) is really in control of the
board unless staff cuts are imple-
mented.”

“Because Scotch Plains taxes are
counted by using the last half of last
year and the first part of this year, the
taxpayers are now bearing the ex-
pense of last year’s second questions,
which is $700,000,” continued Mr.
Porter. “This fact alone, plus normal
salary increases, would have driven
the Scotch Plains taxes up by 5 per-
cent. The other 3 percent or so (for a
total of 8 percent for Scotch Plains
taxpayers) is everything else. Also,
understanding the increase in utilities
costs brings a new level of under-
standing of the perceived large per-
cent increase in taxes this year for the
budget.”

In his reply, Mr. Nowlin, too, ac-
knowledged the way Scotch Plains
taxes are collected and the impact of
that process on taxpayers. He stated, “I
support this budget not because ‘we
have to, what choice do we have?’ I
support the budget because I think it
provides the necessary support for our
children and teachers. From the BOE
budget meetings I have witnessed, there
are no extras; there is no fat.”

“Fixed costs are having a signifi-
cant impact on the budget,” noted Mr.
Nowlin. “Teacher benefits are being
driven by the increase in healthcare
costs. This can be felt throughout our
society. As a business owner, my health
insurance costs have increased over
25 percent in the last two years. Spe-
cial education costs have also seen
tremendous increases. The business
manager remarked that total costs for

special education are about $8.9 mil-
lion, up from about $4 million only
five years ago.”

Acknowledging benefits are fixed
within the package negotiated between
the board and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association ev-
ery three years, Mr. Nowlin said, “The
school board should ensure that the
benefits offered to teachers are afford-
able to the community while being
competitive with other districts.” He
also recommended the district take
efforts to ensure that state mandates
are paid for by the state.

“This is a hard budget to love,” said
Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor, “but paying
the bills is usually a tough chore. That
said, I believe that the increases are
necessary and I support this budget.
The anticipated growth in expenses is
primarily related to areas over which
we have little control. Increasing en-
rollment — 150 new students this
year; $200,000 in higher utility bills,
15 percent increase in health insur-
ance fees and growing special educa-
tion needs. The board struggled to
make cuts which would not touch the
classroom. As a board member, I
would do the same, but given similar
circumstances I would have arrived at
this same unhappy conclusion.”

“Although I hope for low or no-
increase budgets during my service
on the board, I fear that because of the
way our state funds education, we will
continue to face spiraling costs and
growing property taxes,” she contin-
ued.

Like Mr. Nowlin, Ms. Hoynes-
O’Connor recognized the small por-
tion of special education funding that
comes from the state ($2.5 million of
an $8 million budget).

“I plan to continue my past efforts
to influence our lawmakers in Tren-
ton and Washington to support a fair
funding mechanism for state-man-
dated Special Education services,” said
the Fanwood candidate. “I firmly be-
lieve that this course is our best hope
for reining in out-of-control costs and
urge the public to get informed and
speak out so that our representatives
will reform school funding practices
and give all communities some well-
deserved property tax relief.”

“When it comes to educating the
public about the proposed 2001-2002
school budget,” Mr. Porter said, “The
public must be made aware of all the
facts surrounding the taxes and the
budget. It is unnerving to know that
many avenues have been explored and
discussed to minimize the impact of
the budget increase on the taxpayer. It
is scary to think if the budget is de-

feated then the town council will then
be forced to make political decisions
about cutting money out of the bud-
get. They will just hack away, not
understanding the effects of the slashes
on the classroom. I support the pro-
posed budget, understanding full well
that some of the added costs will be
applied to the building facilities.”

Ms. Hoynes-O’Connor said, “When
it’s a sizable increase, it’s a tough sell,
but our community has shown that
they value public education. When
voters understand that this increase
reflects responsible building and
equipment maintenance, increased
health insurance costs, increased en-
ergy bills and increased special edu-
cation expenses. I believe that the tax-
payers will vote yes.”

“The local community needs to be
aware of the fact that this expenditure
is necessary to keep Scotch Plains-
Fanwood competitive in the 21st cen-
tury. Tax increases may be a neces-
sary side effect,” said Mr. Tripet. “In
recent years, both state and federal
funds for local schools have dried
up. Tax cuts at the federal and state
level have led to these cuts in funding
for local schools. As a result, each
school district must now foot more
of the costs themselves regardless of
the wealth in the community.”

He continiued, “I believe the local
population will accept a moderate tax
increase if they understand the neces-
sity of the increase and that spending
this money now will yield notable
dividends and save money down the
road. I agree with the budget and what
is contained within the budget.”

Helen E. Bateman M.D. P.A.
Board certified
Rheumatology

Allergy and Immunology

Specializing In the management of:
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Announces the opening of her new office at:

577 Westfield Ave. Westfield NJ 07090
908-233-9111 Hours by Appointment

WESTFIELD — “This year the
Westfield public school system is fac-
ing unprecedented increases in fixed
costs,” noted Westfield Board of Edu-
cation candidate Ginny Leiz in sup-
porting this year’s school budget.

“Because the state places a 3 per-
cent limit on spending increases, pro-
grams and resources now enjoyed by
our children are in jeopardy. For ex-
ample, three existing elementary and
a middle school guidance counselor,
the Directory of Technology, and new
teaching staff required by increased
enrollments, have been placed on a
second budget question. In addition,
the Elementary World Language pro-
gram, PEP, eighth grade sports, sev-
eral high school co-curricular activi-
ties and All City Chorus appear on the
second question,” she explained.

According to Mrs. Leiz, “It is criti-
cal that Westfield voters cast positive
votes for both questions on the ballot
so that our children continue to ben-
efit from these essential educational
initiatives.”

“Developing a budget is an itera-
tive, often painful, process,” ex-
plained Mrs. Leiz. “This budget
comes on the heels of months of
analysis of current spending and pro-
jected costs. There are many stake-
holders in the success of Westfield
Schools - the children, parents, teach-
ers and staff, administrators, and
board members, as well as each mem-
ber of the Westfield community. Each
group has voiced its needs and sug-
gested funding priorities. Each group
will benefit from a successful out-
come of voting in favor of the school

budget on April 17.”
Mrs. Leiz continued, “The time

spent scrutinizing and agonizing over
line items is over. It’s now time for the
public to voice their support. The vot-
ers of Westfield must endorse the
school budget.”

“Like many of our own individual
budgets, in 2001-2002 Westfield Pub-
lic Schools face a 40 percent increase
in utilities, and a 20 percent increase
in health insurance. Additionally, the
schools will see a 21 percent increase
in Special Education costs. Combined
with a modest rise in salaries, these
items represent 86 percent of the pro-

posed school budget.
“The state will allow Westfield an

increase of only 3 percent over the
current school budget (often referred
to as the cap amount.) However, mu-
nicipalities can request funding above
this cap if they request the approval
from voters in an additional ballot
question.”

“For this reason,” the candidate
added, “this year’s ballot will show
the Westfield school budget as two
separate questions. The first question
represents the base budget amount
limited by the state mandated increase
of only 3 percent over last year’s ap-
proved budget. The second question
contains remaining budget items,
which the Superintendent and Board
of Education have agreed are neces-
sary to sustain the mission of
Westfield’s educational strategic plan.
Although the school budget will ap-
pear on the ballot as two questions, it
is one total educational plan, requir-
ing two affirmative votes. Items in the
second question are not extras. The
budget is divided because of the state
formula for funding. None of these
items are superfluous — each is con-
sidered a critical component of the
success of our schools.

“The second question is an exten-
sion of the first question; it is integral
to the budget and must be supported
the same as the base budget question,”
Mrs. Leiz said.

“The combined budget amount in
these two questions is essential to carry
on our current school programs and
approved initiatives,” she said. “A de-
feat of the second question would
mean that every item in it would be
lost for an entire school year.”

Ginny Leiz Endorses Budget
Proposed for Westfield Schools
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Now there’s a whole new way to whiten your teeth.
Without spending weeks with a bleaching kit, or
so-called whitening toothpaste. It’s the BriteSmile

Processional Teeth Whitening Process.Our advanced
technology can safely and gently whiten your teeth to
their ultimate narural whiteness - in just one visit. It’s

safe, gentle and your satisfaction is guaranteed. Plus, the
rewards last for years. To find out more,

call Dr. Scott B. Schaffer today.
And you could have your whitest teeth by tonight.

Scott B. Schaffer, D.M.D.
Cosmetic & Family Dentistry

77 Valley Road
Clark, New Jersey

732-382-2715

Not Actual Patient of Dr. Schaffer

INTRODUCING

A REVOLUTIONARY

NEW WAY TO

WHITEN YOUR TEETH.

Y Posts Date for Trip
To Longwood Gardens

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, will sponsor a trip to
Longwood Gardens in Kennett
Square, Pa., on Tuesday, May 22.

Visitors will have an opportunity
to explore the Gardens’ 1,050 acres
and discover wildflowers hidden in
the woods, in benches overlooking
sparkling fountain gardens and view
grand sweeps of color, from drifts of
roseshell azaleas to cascades of lav-
ender wisteria.

Lunch overlooking the gardens in
the elegant Terrace Restaurant will
be included. The fee for the trip is
$60 per person.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-2700 or visit the Y to make
a reservation. Payment in full is re-
quired upon registration, and no re-
funds will be given unless a spot can
be sold.

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present a program on the scientific
and technological innovations of the
18th and early 19th centuries on Sun-
day, April 1, between 2 and 5 p.m.

John Mills, a professional soft-
ware engineer, will be the presenter.

Patricia Looloian of Princeton
and Joan Barna of Scotch Plains
will prepare various foods over the
open-hearth fire using cooking
methods and fireside tasks prac-
ticed in the 18th century, and visi-
tors will be able to sample taste
treats.

Costumed docents will give tours

of the Colonial farmhouse. The last
tour will begin at 4 p.m.

The museum’s gift shop, managed
by Deborah Bailey of Westfield, of-
fers a variety of teas, books, crafts,
toys and Colonial reproductions.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2 for adults, 50 cents
for students and free for children
under six.

On Sunday, April 8, the museum
will feature a demonstration of the
Beehive Oven by members of the
Cooking Committee. For informa-
tion about the museum and its cal-
endar of events, please call (908)
232-1776 weekdays, between 9 a.m.
and noon.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Colonial Era Innovations


