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But even a volatile market is filled with opportunity—if you have

the right investment strategy. At First Union Securities Financial

Network, you get more than a brokerage account. Our Financial

Advisors work closely with you to determine which investment

choices fit into your overall financial plan. So even if the market

is uncertain, your strategy isn’t. For a personal approach to

investing, contact First Union Securities Financial Network.

In the financial world, the Dow rises.
The Dow falls. And rises again.
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Counsellor at Law
Accredited Divorce Mediator

Divorce Mediation

201 South Avenue East, Westfield, NJ  654-8885

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

    • Estate Planning
                • Family Law
                           • General Practice

DiFrancesco Asks GOP Delegates
To Be ‘Campaign Ambassadors’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In what
amounted to no more than a book-
keeping procedure, Union County
Republicans made it official last Sat-
urday by nominating long-time State
Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, 56, of Scotch Plains as
their candidate for Governor.

Serving as Acting Governor since
the resignation of former Governor
Christine Todd Whitman in Febru-
ary, Mr. DiFrancesco stood on the
stage of the auditorium of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, where
40 years ago he served as the Presi-
dent of his high school class.

“Don is a man who has built his
career trying to help those who need
it the most,” said Diane DiFrancesco,
a Scotch Plains GOP Committee-
woman, in putting her husband’s
name up for the nomination.

“He is a man who knows the mean-
ing of commitment and loyalty, good
times and bad times,” she added.

In accepting the unanimous nomi-
nation, the Acting Governor called
the delegates gathered his “ambassa-
dors, my messengers,” charged with
spreading the vote of candidacy.

“I always say if I could get in
everyone’s living room, I wouldn’t
have a problem; I’d win hands down.
But I can’t. I need your help. We need
to spread the word,” Acting Gover-
nor DiFrancesco said.

He touted the record of the Repub-
lican majority in Trenton, which he
said has brought 52 different kinds of
tax cuts, 600,000 new jobs, a 50
percent cut in Welfare recipients in
the state, a 15 percent mandated re-

duction in auto insurance premiums
and creation of a “model program of
open spaces for the country.”

He said the state has one of the
lowest unemployment rates in decades

and the lowest crime rate in 25 years.
Acting Governor DiFrancesco said

Republicans have brought prosperity
back to the state. He stated the GOP
has brought its principals of “fiscal
integrity, individual responsibility,
free enterprise and community in-
volvement” to state government.

“I could say we will rest on our
laurels and we will run on our record
of 10 years,” he said. “But we are not
going to do that. We are going to
address the issues of the day.”

These issues include providing
property tax relief, making health
care accessible and affordable for
people, and helping senior citizens
to be able to stay in their homes by
giving them more money back

through the creation of prescription
drug programs.

Acting Governor DiFrancesco said
his administration will continue to
look to invest in the state’s transpor-

tation system, while addressing wa-
ter quality and conservation, not to
mention establishment of the nation’s
best teacher retention and recruit-
ment program in the country.

“We are going to show the Demo-
crats what those issues are and that
they are wrong on the issues; in fact
they don’t even have any issues,” he
said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks told delegates, “it is time for
us to rally on his behalf to ensure an
election to a four-year term as the
chief executive of our state.”

“In November, let it be said that it
was the GOP organization of Union
County that put Don over the top for
a great victory,” he added.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE-ON-ONE CONVERSATION...The Westfield Leader and The Times Politi-
cal Editor Paul Peyton, left, converses with Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco
while another reporter jots down information after the Union County Repub-
lican committee meeting at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on March 24.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A computer
salesman turned school teacher, a
job recruiter and a corrections of-
ficer were picked Saturday to carry
the torch as this year’s candidates for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders during the Union County

Republican Committee Convention
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Andrew MacDonald of Fanwood,
Paul Marques of Elizabeth and Ricky
Badillo of Roselle Park will seek to
end the party’s losing streak, which
has reached six years in county races.
Democrats now control the Free-
holder board with a 9-0 majority.

Mr. MacDonald, a teacher at St.
Mary’s High School in Elizabeth, is
a former Borough Councilman in
Fanwood, while Mr. Badillo, a cor-
rections officer at the Union County
Jail, currently serves on the Roselle
Park Borough Council.

Mr. MacDonald said Republicans
this time around will reach out be-
yond their traditional base to capture
additional votes.

“We’ve got an uphill battle. The
registration is not in our favor. It’s
two to one, Democrats over Repub-
licans, in this county,” he told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“We’ve got to reach out beyond
the standard Republican base. If we
get every Republican (voter) and they
get 75 percent of the Democrats, we
lose,” Mr. MacDonald explained.

The candidate said he and his run-
ning-mates will be venturing into

Democratic towns such as Spring-
field, Union, Elizabeth, Rahway and
Roselle. He raised the issue of the
proposed waste transfer marine ter-
minal and the so-called “trash train,”
as a subject for the campaign.

Mr. Badillo said his candidacy will
attract union members, given the clos-
ing of the old county jail as of Sunday,

April 1. “I strongly believe the (cor-
rections officers) union will back us.”

“What they (the current freeholder
board) are doing there is an atrocity.
The Democrats, in their ultimate
show of arrogance and lack of con-
cern for Union County residents, are
putting dollars over safety and secu-
rity (of the officers),” he said.

The candidate stated that the party
needs to gather the support of correc-
tions officers (Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association Local No. 199)
throughout the county to defeat in-
cumbent Freeholders Mary Ruotolo
of Westfield, Daniel P. Sullivan of
Elizabeth and Lewis Mingo of
Plainfield.

“If you (the freeholders) don’t lis-
ten, you can’t sit in that chair. You
have an obligation to serve, not be
served,” Mr. Badillo said.

Mr. Marques, Treasurer of the
Elizabeth City Republican Party and
a graduate of Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains, vowed to
“pull in the reins of the Democratic
spending horse.”

A job recruiter in the accounting
division of Snelling Personnel in
Summit, he was critical of what he
charged is a lack of fiscal responsive-
ness by Union County government,
ranging from the over-budgeted and

still unfinished Union County Court-
house rehabilitation project, to a
budget deficit during “a healthy eco-
nomic boon.”

The candidate put the 9-0 Demo-
cratic board in sports terms, stating,
“A 9-0 score card is not a fair one.”

“It’s a monopoly on power where
there can never be fair representation

because the lines are all votes
for plan ‘A’ or all votes for plan
‘B’,” Mr. Marques stated. “We
need to have a voice on the
county level.”

“If elected, I would represent
all the municipalities of this
county, because I have lived,
worked or gone to school in all
corners of this county,” Mr.
Marques told Republican del-
egates.

Nicholas Burkie, a former
GOP candidate for Union Town-
ship Council, was nominated
to challenge veteran Sheriff
Ralph G. Froehlich.

The GOP convention also
marked the retirements of State
Senator C. Louis Bassano (R-
21st) of Union after 30 years in
the State Legislature, and As-
semblyman Alan M. Augustine
of Scotch Plains after 10 years.

Senator Bassano is likely to
manage the campaign of Act-
ing Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco in Union County.

Blood Center Reveals
Local Drive Dates

AREA – The Blood Center of New
Jersey will hold blood drives at the
Junior League Jumble Store, 110
Walnut Avenue in Cranford, on Sat-
urday, April 7, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., and in the Lord and Taylor
parking lot, 609 North Avenue in
Westfield, on Wednesday, April 11,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Donors must be 18 years old. Sev-
enteen-year-olds may donate with
parental permission. There is no up-
per age limit for donors as long as
they meet health requirements.

Donors should know their Social
Security number and bring a signed
or picture form of identification.
People with a fever or sore throat
should wait until they are feeling
better before donating, and there is a
24-hour deferral for teeth cleanings
and fillings.

Individuals who have traveled out-
side the United States recently are
asked to call (973) 676-4700, exten-
sion no. 132, for eligibility criteria.

For more information or to sign up
for a blood drive, please call the
Blood Center at (800) 652-5663,
extension no. 140.

Mr. Yesenko to Discuss
Washington’s Problems

During Campaigns
CRANFORD – Author Michael R.

Yesenko will speak at 2:30 p.m. on
Sunday, April 1, at a meeting of the
Union County Historical Society at the
Carl Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Mr. Yesenko’s talk, entitled “Gen-
eral George Washington’s Campaigns
of 1775, 1776 and 1777,” will be based
on his book of the same name.

Through Washington’s correspon-
dence, he has traced the problems the
future First President encountered in
discipline, supplies, short enlistments
and money. The experiences of Wash-
ington also contain some humor.

Mr. Yesenko is presently working on
the general’s activities in 1779, 1780 and
1781. He has also written a book on
General William Maxwell, who com-
manded the New Jersey troops.

The talk will be illustrated with color
slides. The program is free and open to
the public.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LET THE CAMPAIGN BEGIN...The Union County Republican Committee last
Saturday elected, from left to right, former Fanwood Borough Councilman Andrew
MacDonald, Roselle Park Councilman Ricky Badillo and Elizabeth Republican
Committee Treasurer Paul Marques as this year’s candidates for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

MacDonald, Marques and Badillo
Picked to Run for Freeholder Bd.


