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SHORT HILLS – The Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
will host a Literary Luncheon on
Thursday, April 26, from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. to benefit the League’s
community service projects in
Union County, serving women
and children in crisis.

The event, which will include
welcome authors Barbara Taylor
Bradford, Sarah Ban Breathnach,
Carol Higgins Clark and Elise
Primavera, will be held at The
Chanticler, 500 Millburn Avenue
in Short Hills.

The authors will discuss their
literary careers and latest releases.
They will autograph copies of
their books for guests. The au-
thors’ books will be available for
purchase during the luncheon.

Mystery writer and Manhattan
Assistant District Attorney Linda

Fairstein will return to the panel
of authors as Mistress of Ceremo-
nies.

A silent auction and raffle will
also be held.

Ms. Bradford has sold more
than 60 million books in 39 lan-
guages in 89 countries. She is a
New York Times Bestseller List
author.

Ms. Breathnach, also a New
York Times Bestseller author, has
frequently been featured on the
“Oprah Winfrey Show.”

Ms. Clark is the author of mys-
tery novels and a New York Times
Bestseller author. She is the
daughter of Mary Higgins Clark.

Ms. Primavera is an award-win-
ning author and illustrator of over
20 children’s books.

Tickets for the luncheon at $60
each. To obtain tickets, please call
(908) 709-1177 or visit The Jumble
Store in Cranford and The Town
Book Store in Westfield.

Applications AvailableApplications AvailableApplications AvailableApplications AvailableApplications Available
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WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
will present a free concert at
David Brearley Middle/High
School tomorrow, Friday, March
30, at 8 p.m. The school is lo-
cated at 401 Monroe Avenue in
Kenilworth.

Featuring the NJWA Jazz Band
and Concert Band, the event will
also include the Kenilworth
Harding School Band.

The Jazz Band, directed by Ex-
ecutive Director of NJWA Dr.
Theodore K. Schlosberg, will per-
form selections from the 1960s,

1970s and the Swing Era. The
Concert Band, directed by Howard
Toplansky, will play a number of
selections including Lustspiel Over-
ture, Prelude in G minor by
Rachmaninov, Theme from “The
Muppet Show” and well-known
marches and waltzes.

The Brearley High School Inter-
act Club will hold a bake sale
during intermission.

On Saturday, April 21, the Jazz
and Concert Bands will offer a
benefit concert to aid the Dunellen
Band Parents Association to ac-
quire musical instruments and
equipment for the high school’s
bands. The benefit concert will be
held at Dunellen High School on
First Street.

For more information, please
call (908) 789-9696.
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WESTFIELD – On Sunday,

April 1, at 4 p.m. at the Holy
Trinity Choir of The Catholic
Church of the Holy Trinity in
Westfield, will present two
works by Felix Mendelssohn
Bartholdy in the Evening
Prayer sung to Gregorian
Chant.

“From the Depths of Grief I
Call to Thee” is a rare work for
choir, tenor solo, and organ.
Thomas Schaefer is the tenor
soloist. “Hear My Prayer” will
feature soprano Janet Natale
with the choir and organ.

Rives Cassel is the Director
of Music.

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend. The program
will be presented free of
charge.

WELCOME TO THE CHEF…Brian Partelow of Westfield has joined
Emerson Inn by the Sea as Executive Chef. Mr. Partelow plans to develop
and introduce creative and classic cuisine in his new role, and will add
his own personality to each dish he creates. A graduate of Johnson &
Wales, he was previously associated with Seaward Inn as an Executive
Chef, and has been highlighted on NECN’s “Phantom Gourmet.” He has
also trained under classical French chef John Rindge of Portsmouth,
N.H. as a Sous Chef. Mr. Partelow also mastered his culinary skills at The
Grainhouse at the Old Mill Inn in Basking Ridge where he was associated
as a roundsman. Mr. Partelow and his fiancée, Lisa Sutera of Gloucester,
plan to marry in May.
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MOUNTAINSIDE – The Drama
Department at Deerfield School in
Mountainside will present the
musical, Fiddler on the Roof, on
Friday, March 30, at 7 p.m. and
Saturday, March 31, at 7 p.m. in the
school auditorium located at 302
Central Avenue.

The librettist for the show is
Joseph Stein, with lyrics by Sheldon
Harnick and music by Jerry Bock.
The Deerfield School production
will be performed with sets and
costumes of the period. Students
in the production have learned the
customs of the Jewish people on
the eve of the Russian Revolution,
turning their performing experi-
ence into a learning experience.

Music teacher Jeannette Maraffi
is the Director and Musical Direc-
tor of the show. Deborah Posner,
Physical Education teacher at
Deerfield, is serving as Choreogra-
pher. Wayne DeVico and Eliza-
beth Perrin designed the sets.

George Toenes of Westfield will
be featured on the clarinet in these
performances, with Ms. Maraffi
playing the piano.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
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1 & 1/2 popcorns
“Steven Seagal isn’t as bad an

actor as he usually is. And DMX
is no more terrible than Seagal.”
High praise indeed.

Thus spake a fellow viewer.
He was extolling the virtues of
Exit Wounds, a formulaic action-
genre piece so derived that to
take criticizing it seriously would
be as futile an exercise as begin-
ning Jeffrey Dalmer’s rehabilita-
tion with a lesson in table man-
ners.

Fans of this film phylum know
the drill. If nothing else, there’s
going to be non-stop carnage.
That’s the implicit guarantee. For
this is the side-show of motion
picture entertainment, a magnet
for curiosity seekers and inveter-
ate rubbernecks.

However, even the purveyance
of such a questionable commod-
ity has its standards, so to speak.
And thus now it’s not only how
much bloodletting is delivered,
but how cleverly the ballet of
wanton destruction is choreo-
graphed.

But alas, even when judging
Exit Wounds solely by the lofty
criteria of its peers, director
Andrzej Bartkowiak’s foray into
the world of crooked cops and
the righteous rogue detective
(Seagal) who challenges them is
mediocre at best.

Call it a poor man’s Dirty Harry
(1971) with smatterings of Lethal
Weapon (1987) and a dozen or so
others of its ilk. Oh sure, there’s
plenty of killing. But there just
isn’t much charm to go with it.
And clearly, this crowd likes a
few laughs with its manslaughter.

True, Seagal’s Orin Boyd can
certainly get the job done. Yet he
is hardly as suave or stirring as
his genre betters on the second
rung, beneath top shelf tough
guys Clint Eastwood and Mel
Gibson. Schwarzenegger sports
his quirky star appeal, Van
Damme has that bargain base-
ment je ne sais quoi, and Chuck
Norris lassos in the kung-fu
freaks.

Possessed of no knack for line
delivery, regardless of how good
or bad the script is, Seagal is by
necessity a hero of few words.
Too bad he can’t swing from a
vine. Cheetah could handle the
humor. But as it stands, his at-
tempts at whimsy are forced, ob-
vious, and uncomfortable. Raw
determination is all he has. The
same could be said for Ulysses S.
Grant, another real charmer.

Pleasing the box office by mak-
ing this shoot-em-up a salt and
pepper affair is DMX. But be-
cause his exact identity is key to
this movie’s suspense quotient,
it would be a misprision on the
critic’s part to divulge it.

Therefore, suffice it to say that
the famous rap star idol is either
a slimy heroin dealer or a com-
puter wiz fronting as a slimy
heroin dealer in the hopes of
exposing some corrupt cops.
Take a wild guess.

In any case there’s justification
for all the contemporary superfly
trappings and appurtenances.
And that’s all that matters. This
includes outrageous clothing
(you have to check out DMX’s
crocodile sport coat; I want one),
a Lamborghini Countach, enough
gold jewelry to get you out of
Europe in 1939, and a topless
night club that serves as cover
for whatever it is DMX’s charac-
ter is or is not doing.

Probably so its main audience
won’t get confused, there is nei-
ther sub-text nor side issues to
ponder in Exit Wounds. Nothing
to tax the gray matter or furrow
the brow. Just good guys, bad
guys, and  a whole mess of
crooked cops doing a rather bad

job of concealing their illicit drug
operation. Of course they don’t
stand a chance against the sleuth-
ing abilities of Seagal’s Orin Boyd.

Though the phenomenon is
never explained, the detective
has the uncanny ability to show
up just outside the right window
whenever wrongdoing is about
to take place. This inevitably leads
to gunplay, which doubtlessly
leads to a car chase. And from
there it takes no great stretch of
the imagination to figure how it
all gives way to a series of cata-
clysmic explosions. The scene
ends in complete conflagration,
with a helicopter exploding in
mid-air as the coup de grace.

Repeat this pattern three or
four times, have rock music ac-
company the devastation, and
you’ve described this movie. But
the real thrill is watching Seagal
change expressions with each
symphonic movement of may-
hem. He has three basic scowls
which budding thespians may
find worth studying.

Too bad Lee Strasberg didn’t
live to see this. Could be they
hold the key to some primordial
form of intuition or greater un-
derstanding. Just think of all the
meaning Seagal could convey if
he also had a tail to wag.

Hard to figure, though, is the
movie’s measly production stan-
dards. Because while typical and
predictable, the special effects which
director Bartkowiak unleashes are
in and of themselves quite esti-
mable. Yet the questionable film
quality doesn’t show off the pyro-
technics to their best advantage.

Plus, the sound is equally flat
and lacking in depth. You won-
der if Warner Bros. didn’t pick up
a few reels of bargain celluloid at
some close-out sale.

But no matter. There is hardly a
bandage big enough to heal the
filmic booboos Exit Wounds
makes. Still, there is much to chide.
So, unless you’re the type who
takes this sort of stuff seriously, in
the right company you can have a
good time making fun of it. Or,
you can uncomplicate the process
and just see a good movie instead.

*  *  *  *  *
Exit Wounds, rated R, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by
Andrzej Bartkowiak and stars
Steven Seagal, DMX and Tom
Arnold. Running time: 117 min-
utes.

in a residential area.
Wake up, people! These are our

kids we’re talking about. While
most teenagers spend their sum-
mer vacations lying on the beach
or mall-walking, the young per-
formers from WYACT want to
spend their time learning and work-
ing. Most of these students have
professional aspirat ions and
WYACT nurtures these hopes and
dreams.

Isn’t this enough of a reason for
the community to join together to
try to come up with a solution?
Why not hold a benefit fundraiser
so that air conditioning can be
installed in all local spaces? I’ll
pitch in!

Local colleges do indeed have
air conditioning but don’t often
want to lend their space during the
summer when most of the staff is
vacationing. The theaters in most
colleges are quite advanced tech-
nically, and would be suitable
spaces for WYACT’s exceptional
productions.

Union County College (UCC),
for example, has a very nice space,
but they are extremely expen-
sive. Their own company, The
Theater Project at UCC, presents
productions with very little tech-
nical support, often performing
with the audience seated onstage,
not in the house. This could lead
one to believe that utilizing the
entire space, (lighting, sound,
house-staff), would not be finan-
cially feasible. What’s going on
here?

WYACT approached the Execu-
tive Director at the Glassboro Arts
Center, and was told that there
wouldn’t be a market for this type
of venture. There simply would
not be enough people attending.
Not wanting to take no for an
answer, WYACT contacted Essex
County College, which has a lovely
space, but phone calls to the col-
lege are not being returned.

This makes me angry. I hope it
makes our readers angry. With so
much tragedy in our country —
students killing each other with
guns on a near daily basis, drug
problems and biased crimes —
isn’t it ridiculous that we are not
going out of our way to support
and protect something that is posi-
tive for our children? There has to

be a better way.
The final insult to WYACT is that

by having to cancel their second
production, they are likely to lose
funding for next season, since they
may not qualify for grants if they
only produce one show. Is this
WYACT’s fault?

They might lose funding because
there isn’t a theater in our area that
is willing to lend a helping hand for
a few weeks?

Would it be possible for NJPAC
to forego its renovation time so
that WYACT could again use The
Victoria?

Could CDC and WCP install air
conditioning?

Might Charlotte Attenborough of
Essex County College return a
phone call?

All of these are legitimate ques-
tions and deserve some thought.

Ms. Meryl was disheartened and
said that she thought it was “too
late” to try to get the ball rolling for
a second show. Theaters are either
booked, hot and uncomfortable or
just not interested. I think that is a
shame.

Shayne Miller, who spoke on
behalf of NJPAC, said that he and
everyone at the Theater is extremely
proud of both WYACT and the
productions that they have been
able to present together. They are
very excited about the July pro-
duction of Once on This Island and
wish they could let WYACT use
The Victoria in August.

As a professional actress and
theatre lover, I know firsthand the
importance of supporting the hopes
and dreams of aspiring perform-
ers. With no one to help you spread
your wings, how can you possibly
learn how to fly? This situation
doesn’t exactly have a “bad guy”,
but it would still be nice if every-
one involved had their needs met.
I wish WYACT, and all theater
companies that work with our
youth, the best.
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Salt & PepperSalt & PepperSalt & PepperSalt & PepperSalt & Pepper
rich with yogurt and eggs and
drenched in syrup.

Halvah, a sesame-rich dessert is
an acquired taste and one worth
acquiring! Salt & Pepper offers
four different varieties of this; don’t
miss the pistachio halvah.

The décor at Salt & Pepper is
cheery, well-lit and spotlessly clean
which is perfect for casual lunches or
just getting together over a quick
snack. The service is a very friendly
and accommodating “cafeteria-style.”

A small display off to one side
also offers customers a chance to
purchase specialty coffees, teas,
spices and other packaged goods.
While the dining area is rather
functional and lacks a sophisti-
cated atmosphere, the food is gen-
erally tasty and prepared with a
great deal of care.

What’s more, the welcome is so
genuine that the traditional wel-
coming hospitality of the Middle
East comes through.

Tickets for both performances
are $5. A special dress-rehearsal
Thursday evening, March 29, at 7
p.m. is open to senior citizens at
no charge.

For more information, please
call the school at (908) 232-
8828.
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WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School (WHS) Chorale and
Chamber Orchestra have announced
a concert to be held on Thursday,
April 5, at 7:30 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church in Westfield.

The concert will feature one of
orchestra’s most popular works,
Mozart’s Eine kleine Nachtmusik. In
addition, two works for solo players
will be performed – Johann Sebastian
Bach’s Concerto for Two Violins, with
Peter Yu and Andy Bhasin as soloists,
and Camille Saint-Saens’ Cello Con-
certo No. 1, with Allen Yu as soloist.

The WHS Chorale, who recently
performed in the Mid-Day Musicales
at the First Congregational Church,
will sing Vivaldi’s Magnificat and will
be accompanied by the orchestra.
Soloists are Leanne Meriton, Elizabeth
Ottoson, and Melanie Zachariades so-
pranos; Megan Rodd, mezzo-soprano;
and Victoria McCabe and Kristi Will-
iams, altos.

The concert is free and open to the
public. The First Baptist Church is
located at 170 Elm Street, and is
handicapped accessible.

For further information, please call
the WHS Music Department at (908)
789-4549.

Anything Goes Anything Goes Anything Goes Anything Goes Anything Goes Takes StageTakes StageTakes StageTakes StageTakes Stage
At SP-F High SchoolAt SP-F High SchoolAt SP-F High SchoolAt SP-F High SchoolAt SP-F High School

before Rivers hit the big time as
a comedienne on “The Tonight
Show” with Mr. Carson, she was
doing stand-up for seven years.
She clawed her way to the top,
yet we aren’t quite sure if the
nails were French tip or just plain
polished.

The widow of Edgar
Rosenberg, Rivers and near
look-alike daughter Melissa Riv-
ers persevered. They even sold
their story to NBC in 1994 with
“Tears and Laughter: The Joan
and Melissa Rivers Story.” I saw
it, folks. It was almost as scary
as one of Joan’s award show
gowns.

For now, Rivers is contented
working for the folks at E! and
being the proud grandmother of
daughter Melissa’s little boy, Coo-
per. She also enjoys appearing
on QVC, vending her jewelry to
eager audiences. Hanging out
with a multi-millionaire Orin
Lehman can’t hurt the old ego
either.

In short, Rivers is a lot like a
big plate of Brussels sprouts. You
either love her or hate her. No
need to add a dressing. She’s
saucy enough.
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WESTFIELD – Braunsdorf Gal-
lery, 241 North Avenue, West in
Westfield, will hold a Grand
Opening celebration on Friday,
April 20, and Saturday, April 21.

The gallery, which features the
original works of local Westfield
Art Association members and re-
nowned international artists, will
offer visitors the chance to meet
many of the artists and provide a
chance to obtain prizes, such as
NJ Devils playoff tickets, free art
lessons and caricatures.

Hours for the Grand Opening
will be April 20 from 4 to 9 p.m.
and April 21 from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.

For more information, please
call Teresa Haggerty at (908) 232-
7970, extension no. 137.

COMING NEXT WEEK:
Kerrianne Spellman Cort

will review Anything Goes at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Marylou Morano will ex-
plore the sounds of Kenny
Garrett at a concert in
Westfield.

David Palladino will review
La Traviata at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center.

SCOTCH PLAINS – In this year’s
annual musical production, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
Repertory Theatre Group will stage
Cole Porter’s Anything Goes on
Friday and Saturday, March 30 and
31, at 8 p.m. at the school on
Westfield Road.

The lead cast will include Chrissy
Perrotta, Ian Wherle, Kathleen
DeLuca, Emma Hiatt, John Corbin,
Gary Fletcher, Lindsey Davis, Ja-
son Subbie, Bob Wallden, and
Ryan Aspell.

Gisa Dilorio of the Dance 2000

Studio in Scotch Plains is the cho-
reographer.

Musical director is Laurie
Wellman, with Diane McGovern
as Stage Director. Both Ms.
Wellman and Ms. McGovern are
members of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s faculty.

Tickets are by reservation at (908)
233-8643. Tickets are $8 for gen-
eral admission, $6 for students, or
$3 for students with Renaissance
card. Senior citizens are admitted
for free. Tickets are also available
at the door.

ELIZABETH – Applications
are currently available for Union
County senior citizen artists, both
professional and non-profes-
sional, to enter the 2001 Union
County Senior Citizen Art Con-
test and Exhibition. Exhibit space
is limited.

Sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, De-
partment of Economic Develop-
ment, the exhibit will be held at
the NUI/Elizabethtown Gas
Company, Liberty Hall Center,
1085 Morris Avenue, Union.

The show will open with a
reception on Wednesday, June
27. Artwork will be on display
until Friday, August 10.

For complete details and an
application form, please visit or
write to the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl Street in Eliza-
beth, or call (908) 558-2550. New
Jersey relay service users may
call extension no. 711.

SUMMIT – “An Evening of Great
Grapes,” a fundraiser to support
the educational and horticultural
programs at Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum in Summit will be held on
Friday, April 6, from 7 to 10 p.m.

Over 30 fine wines from all over
the world will be available for
sampling.

“Last year, the Arboretum’s
Hands to Nature Program brought
500 children from the Newark
area on field trips here,” stated
Arboretum Board of Trustees
President Ann Espy. “We’re work-
ing with the Greater Newark Con-
servancy to bring that many or
more this year. We also hosted
field trips for almost 1,000 chil-
dren from local schools last year.
This wine-tasting will help fund
educational programs like these.”

Ms. Espy continued, “We are
working with the Wine Cellars of
Millburn to offer an interesting
selection of fine wines. Represen-
tatives from various wine distribu-

tors will be pouring the wines,
and they will be available to dis-
cuss the wines as they pour.”

A table of champagnes will also
be available.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum is lo-
cated at 165 Hobart Avenue in
Summit. For more information,
please call the Arboretum at (908)
273-8787.

Reservations must be received
by Wednesday, March 28.


