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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Office Building With Parking
Underneath Proposed In Town

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Monmouth Realty Company has
submitted an application to the
Westfield Board of Adjustment seek-
ing to demolish an existing office
building in order to construct a new
office building at 200 North Avenue.

The novel design of the proposed
building would incorporate Colonial-
style architecture and would house
offices on the second and third levels
with parking on the ground level, in
an open area beneath the building.

The proposed building, which is
approximately 15,700 square feet,
would require 64 parking spaces ac-
cording to the ordinance that re-
quires a parking space for every 250
square feet, said Board of Adjust-

ment Chairman Vincent Wilt.
The proposal includes only 27

parking spaces and suggests that al-
ternative parking at nearby lots would
also need to be utilized.

The application is requesting front,
back and side yard variances with
less than minimum set backs to take
advantage of the limited amount of
space at the site. The applicant is also
requesting a maximum height vari-
ance where a portion of the building
is 51 feet, while the ordinance limits
maximum height to 40 feet.

The proposed building also vio-
lates a frontage ordinance, which
requires that buildings have retail
space on the ground floor in order to
promote retail business activity in
the Central Business District (CBD).

The applicant is requesting that the
board recognize that this building is
sufficiently distanced from other re-
tail businesses, that this lack of retail
will not be deemed detrimental to
the area.

The schematic drawings submit-
ted by the applicant displayed the
ground level parking area open and
visible, with no walls; however, that
design may be modified to close off
and obscure the parking area from
street view, according to Zoning
Official Kathleen Neville.

Mr. Wilt said that the applicant is
requesting a special meeting before
the board in order to present their
formal application and design sche-
matics, which will most likely take
place sometime in April.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Town Residents Concerned Over Renovations;
Commission to Fill Recreation Director Post
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Residents of both Westfield and
Scotch Plains attended the March 8
Westfield Recreation Commission
meeting to express their concerns
regarding what they believe were
unwarranted renovations to
Brightwood Park.

Westfield resident Aurora Lee and
Scotch Plains resident George
LaVecchia asked the commission to
explain why trees and other plants
were removed from Brightwood Park,
when the commission had previously
assured the public that Brightwood
would be protected from over-devel-
opment and unnecessary renovations.

Recreation Commission Chairman
Keith S. Hertell explained that he did
not know anything about the renova-

tions, but that after speaking with
Department of Public Works (DPW)
Director Kenneth B. Marsh, he was
told that the DPW had to make
Brightwood Park safe and handi-
capped accessible, which necessi-
tated removing some of the over-
grown brush and trees to clear some
paths.

“There will be a coordination of
input and compromises,” Mr. Hertell
said.

“We have to clear certain areas to
make them safe. We won’t destroy
any natural habitats or remove any-
thing unless it is absolutely neces-
sary,” he said.

However, claimed Ms. Lee, areas
were cleared and bulldozed that con-
tained natural habitats, which are not
handicapped-accessible areas be-

cause they are wooded areas. She
asked how much of the park will
need to be made handicapped acces-
sible and who is making those deci-
sions.

“We already have numerous parks
in Westfield that are manicured and
paved. The residents want this park
to remain natural; we want to know
who will be deciding what is and
what isn’t appropriate,” said Ms. Lee.

She, along with other residents,
have recommended that a profes-
sional botanist be consulted in order
to properly protect the park’s natu-
ralistic setting.

Mr. Hertell told The Westfield
Leader that he will coordinate with
Mr. Marsh to insure that no further
renovations are made to Brightwood
without the commission’s approval.

“The commission’s goal is to rep-
resent all of the residents, however
we will not be able to satisfy every-
one. In a town of 28,000 residents,
we have to make compromises to
accommodate everyone’s wishes and
needs,” he said.

The commission has decided to
coordinate filling the position of
Recreation Director on their own,
without using an outside agency, Mr.
Hertell told The Leader. The position
of Recreation Director became va-
cant by the resignation of Director
Glenn Burrell last week.

The commission has implemented
a plan, widely advertising the va-
cancy in a number of venues, Mr.
Hertell reported.

“I fully expect that within nine

FAA Hosts Hearing in Springfield
For Purpose of Air Space Redesign

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) is launching a
series of public meetings throughout
New Jersey as the first phase of a
major Metro-area airspace redesign
plan, there is growing concern among
some New Jersey residents and vari-
ous interest groups that the mitiga-
tion of aircraft noise over New Jer-
sey will not be an FAA priority.

This is the reason why the New
Jersey Coalition Against Aircraft
Noise and the Air Traffic Noise Ad-
visory Board are urging residents of
Union County to attend the FAA’s
upcoming “scoping hearings,” a se-
ries of public information input meet-
ings.

At a recent FAA scoping hearing,
held on Tuesday, March 20, at the
Holiday Inn in Springfield, FAA
spokesmen were on hand, along with
a display of over 20 color schematics
outlining the redesign process and
priorities. An FAA panel of repre-
sentatives fielded questions from a

wary public and from the press re-
garding the priorities that will be
considered by the FAA in the rede-
sign process.

According to written information
published by the FAA, the purpose of
the hearings is to involve the com-
munity in the proposed airspace re-
design project for the dual purpose
of educating the public about the
need for the redesign and to provide
members of the public an opportu-
nity to express their views about the
project’s three major redesign alter-
natives.

The major reasons cited by the
FAA for redesigning the air traffic
patterns over New York and New
Jersey are to mitigate delays, in-
crease efficiency and handle air traf-
fic growth.

The three major redesign alterna-
tives include: modifications of exist-
ing routing; the four-corners con-
cept; and the ocean routing concept.
According to Mike Sammartino, an
FAA Air Space Branch Manager, no
decision has yet been reached re-
garding any one of the alternatives
and input from the public will weigh
heavily into the FAA’s final decision.

“It is only conceptual at this point
and the reason for these scoping hear-
ings are to gather input as to what the
focus and priorities should be,” said
Mr. Sammartino. These three design
alternatives are only in the concep-
tual stage at this point, according to
Mr. Sammartino, and no definitive
air traffic routes have been formu-
lated.

He added that new technologies in
airspace traffic control as well as
engine design will certainly factor
into reducing noise over residential
neighborhoods. And, he said, “the
FAA will incorporate noise mitiga-
tion into the redesign process where-
ever feasible.”

However, according to the New
Jersey Coalition’s Executive Direc-
tor, Pamela Barsam-Brown of Scotch

Plains, “These scoping hearings are
aimed at promoting the FAA’s four-
corners plan, which will alleviate
delays and increase capacity, but will
do nothing to mitigate noise over
New Jersey neighborhoods.”

Rosemary Millet of Westfield, a
member of the Union County Air
Traffic and Noise Advisory Board,
who was at the scoping hearing,
agreed with Ms. Barsam-Brown’s
assessment, that the FAA’s chief con-
cern is to alleviate delays, increase
capacity and cut costs, and they are
not at all interested in mitigating
noise.

Jerome Feder of Westfield, Chair-
man of the Union County Air Traffic
Advisory Board, in attendance at the
meeting, believes that the FAA is not
going to make noise mitigation a
priority, despite widespread concern
of Union County residents and de-
spite what the FAA representatives
claimed. He and the other members
of the coalition believe that the FAA
will keep the details of their chosen
alternative sketchy, vague and unde-
fined, until it is too late for the public
to object.

Ms. Millet said that she believes
that the FAA has already decided on
the four corners plan, and that these
hearings are only to make it appear
as if the FAA is concerned about
public input. She said that she is
certain that the FAA is there to pro-
mote the four-corners plan, and no
other alternative.

There are options, other than the
four corners plan, which would bet-
ter alleviate noise, while also ad-
dressing delays, according to coali-
tion members.

Both the Coalition and the Air
Traffic Advisory Board support the
ocean-routing plan, which would al-
low planes to gain altitude over non-
residential areas, thereby mitigating
undue noise over residential neigh-
borhoods.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
IN THE SPIRIT OF IRELAND…On St. Patrick’s Day in front of Celtic Imports on Prospect Street, dancers from the
Kelly School of Irish Dancing in Westfield showed off their steps. The dancers included Amanda Williams, Colleen
Woods, Megan Lewis, Heather Weston, Shelley Weston, Michelle Ball, Caraugh Ball, and Samantha Merritt.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SPRING HAS SPRUNG…Snowbells throughout the area have been peeking
their heads out of the cold winter ground to welcome a warmer season of spring.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Second Budget Question
Giving Westfield BOE,

Town Reason for Debate
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Members of the Westfield school
community crowded into the Board
of Education Conference Room on
Tuesday night to voice their con-
cerns over the tentative 2001-2002
school budget.

Board of Education President
Darielle Walsh thanked members of
the community for their concern,
saying that hearing from the com-
munity helps the board make better
value judgments.

Mrs. Walsh stressed the impor-
tance of recognizing the base budget
and proposed second question as a
total budget package necessary to
provide a quality education.

“We are not proposing that pro-
grams be eliminated,” Mrs. Walsh
said. “We are asking for the public’s
support of the total budget.”

She noted that the board is careful
in putting together the budget be-
cause of the need for public support.

Mrs. Walsh noted that the budget
is not prepared based on casual deci-
sions, but instead the board has faced
a number of tough decisions over the
past few months.

“None of the items in the second
question is discretionary,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. William J.
Foley said.

“I urge the community to show its
support on April 17, for one budget
with two parts,” Mrs. Walsh added.

Curriculum Committee Chair-
woman Annmarie Puleio urged the
board to consider finding a way for
proposed cuts in the athletic budget
to be shared across the entire depart-
ment, rather than specific sports fac-
ing potential elimination, should the
second question be defeated.

Ms. Puleio also raised the issue of
the potential creation of a participa-
tion fee for athletes which would
help defray some of the athletic costs
to the district.

Long Range Planning Committee
Chairwoman Eileen Satkin admitted
that she doesn’t know much about
sports, but “I know the morale at the
high school,” she said.

“I can’t imagine pep rallies with-
out certain sports,” Mrs. Satkin added.

She noted that participation in ath-
letics helps students create a social
life and integrate themselves into the
high school community.

“I think we would see really sig-
nificant self-esteem issues if we were
to lose these programs,” Mrs. Satkin
said.

Board member William Wallace
reminded the board and members of
the public “if we view the budget as

Council Corrects
‘Defect’ in Naming
Of Labor Attorney

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Acting Mayor Neil F. Sullivan and
the Republican majority on the Town
Tuesday night corrected what Town
Attorney Robert Cockren called a
technical glitch in how the town’s
labor attorney, Frederick Danser 3rd,
was appointed during the council’s
reorganization meeting in January.

Mr. Cockren advised Republican
Mayor Gregory S. McDermott to
excuse himself so that Mr. Sullivan,
Third Ward Councilman, could move
the appointment of Mr. Danser to
correct the error.

Mr. Sullivan and the other four
Republican members of the council
voted in favor of the appointment
with the three council Democrats
abstaining from the vote. The Acting
Mayor had urged full support for the
appointment, citing the more than a
decade of service Mr. Danser has

provided the town in the area of labor
negotiations and employee griev-
ances.

“I think the orchestrated absten-
tions by the Democrats in full knowl-
edge that their stated reasons for
doing so were factually incorrect is a
big disappointment, when we should
be working together and working
with facts and good judgement,” Mr.
Sullivan told The Westfield Leader.
“Their little perfunctory speeches
(in January) about how they have a
high regard for Rick aside, they be-
lieve that a partisan action is more
important than what is in the best
interests of the town — e.g. selecting
the most qualified individual for the
job. It is partisanship at its worst
when even the truth is trumped by a
negative spin.”

Democrats, led by former two-
term Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, had

Northside Deck
Faces Opposition

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Northside residents Tuesday
night asked the Town Council to
reconsider the location of a multi-
million dollar parking deck as
proposed on municipal lots at
Elm and Prospect Streets.

Frank Senters of Prospect Street
asked elected officials, “What will
it take for the council to rethink
its decision to put the parking
deck where it has been proposed?”
He said a deck at the proposed
location would “be a huge mis-
take.”

Julie Diddell of Elm Street,
representing Concerned Citizens
of the Northside Parking Deck,
said safety issues – especially
those of school children – are
heavily on the minds of parents
residing near the proposed deck
location. Franklin Elementary
School is situated just blocks from
where the deck is slated to be
built.

Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
said that while the governing body
is moving forward on gathering
additional information on an Elm/
Prospect deck, the town is also
advancing a set of 11 initiatives
to implement better parking in
town.

“If you do not continue to do
the due diligence, than we don’t
know what the real answers are,”
the Mayor said.

Third Ward Councilman Neil
F. Sullivan, who chairs the
council’s Transportation, Parking
and Traffic Committee, said the
council should have done a lot of
the preparatory work on the park-
ing situation prior to any deci-
sions on whether or not to build a
deck.

“But that was not something
that the majority of the council
wanted to hear,” he said.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury said he is convinced,
after reading various parking re-
ports and hearing comments from
experts, that implementation of
the parking initiatives, proposed
by Mr. Sullivan more than a year
ago, won’t solve the downtown
parking problem.

The Mayor noted that the town
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Mary Ruotolo to Be Recognized
Tonight With Government Award

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Union County
Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo of
Westfield will receive an award for
government service as issued by the
New Jersey Advisory Commission
on the Status of Women tonight,
Thursday, March 22, in Middlesex
County.

The commission is administered
by the Department of Community
Affairs, Division of Women.

The 11-member state commis-
sion makes recommendations to the
Division of Women regarding poli-
cies and programs, provides tech-
nical assistance to county and mu-
nicipal commissions on women and
assists in the formation of commis-
sions.

The award is part of the state’s
ongoing celebration of Women His-
tory Month. Mrs. Ruotolo receive a
similar citation from the Union
County Commission of the Status of
Women. (See story on Page 5). Mrs.
Ruotolo is the sole state Status of
Women recipient from Union County.

Mrs. Ruotolo said she was
“thrilled” to be receiving the award,
noting that she is simply “trying to
serve and meet the needs of the con-
stituents of this county.”

Mrs. Ruotolo, the wife of the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew
K. Ruotolo, said her role in public
service has been inspired by her par-
ents and children, Lyndsay, Andrew
and Jayne.

“Their understanding of the work
that I do allows me to serve the
people of Union County to the best
of my ability,” she told The Westfield
Leader and The Times. “They inspire
me with their love and compassion
for others.”

A lifelong resident of Union
County and a resident of Westfield,
Mrs. Ruotolo was appointed to the
Board of Chosen Freeholders in 1998
to fill a vacancy and was elected later

that year to a full three-year term.
She received the most votes in the
freeholder race.

In her first term, Freeholder
Ruotolo helped establish the Union
County Child Advocate’s Office to
ensure that no child “slips through
the cracks” of the state’s child pro-
tection safety net.

As liaison to the Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, she also
helped plan the HEART Grant pro-
gram (History, Education, Arts -
Reaching Thousands) that has dis-
tributed thousands of dollars in grants
to artists, musicians, actors and his-

torians in the county.
Freeholder Ruotolo said the

HEART grants have involved every-
one from students to nursing home
residents whose work might have

otherwise not been exposed.
In addition, she developed a link

between Union County’s Division
on Aging and the Center For Hope
Hospice, which provides services
for older people who are
homebound and terminally ill.

Mrs. Ruotolo also serves on the
Freeholders Open Space Commit-
tee and was Finance Committee
Chairwoman last year.

Michael Murray, Director of
Public Information for the County
of Union, said one of the most
important contributions made by
Freeholder Ruotolo was her work
on a scooter helmet safety ordi-
nance enacted by the county last
year.

The county received recogni-
tion from a national organiza-
tion on brain injuries for that
policy. The county ordinance
followed an accident in which a
child was killed in Elizabeth.
The legislation, copied from an

ordinance passed by the Elizabeth
City Council, requires that chil-
dren wear helmets when riding
scooters.

“It turned out to be cutting edge
legislation,” Mr. Murray said.

Mrs. Ruotolo received as
Associate’s Degree in Business Sci-
ence and continued her education at
Kean University in Union. Her hus-
band served as Union County Pros-
ecutor from 1991 until his death in
1995.

Tonight’s ceremony will be held at
6 p.m. at the Forsgate Country Club
in Jamesburg.

Mary P. Ruotolo

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rec. Commission

weeks, we will have a new director,”
he stated. “We are already receiving
a thoroughly representative number
of résumés from qualified candi-
dates.”

A personnel committee of four
commission members will sort
through the résumés and by Monday,
April 23, they will recommend the
top three or four candidates for con-
sideration to the full commission,
Mr. Hertell said.

“We have cast a wide net and fully
expect to be able to place someone in
that position by May 1,” he added.

In the interim, Mr. Hertell said
that the commission will hire tempo-
rary workers who can deal with the
daily necessities of running the Rec-
reation Department. The other va-
cant positions of Assistant Director
and Program Director will be chosen
by the new director, once he is hired.

“We feel strongly that the new
director should be the one to fill the
other vacancies,” Mr. Hertell said.
The position of secretary, becoming
vacant in April, will be selected by
the commission and filled as soon as
possible.

The field maintenance program is
in the process of being implemented,
Mr. Hertell reported. The Town
Council has budgeted the necessary
funds in order to carry out the first
phases of the program and the com-
mission and the DPW are poised to
begin the renovation and mainte-
nance program.

The Recreation Commission re-
cently decided to devise and imple-
ment a comprehensive field mainte-
nance and renovation program in
order to upgrade and maintain
Westfield’s many ailing ballfields.

The program will entail a coordi-
nation of efforts between the Recre-
ation Commission and the DPW and
include a dedicated four-man team
to maintain and upgrade the town’s
11 ballfields. The program also calls
for rotating fields out of use and
maintenance contributions by field
users.

“We are very pleased that this
commission has been able accom-
plish this very comprehensive project
in only two months,” Mr. Hertell
said.

Recreation Commission meetings
are held the first Monday of the
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Recreation
Office.

There is opposition on the part of
the FAA to the ocean routing plan,
however, because of increased costs
involved in the longer route, ac-
cording to these citizen’s coalitions.

FAA representatives at the hear-
ing repeatedly emphasized that
noise mitigation will be given as
much consideration as is “feasible”
when redesigning the airspace, but
admitted that “safety” was their
number one priority. When pressed
by the public to define “feasible”
and to weight the priorities, FAA
spokesman Tom Bock said that he
could not really be any more spe-
cific at this time.

“There are many factors that the
FAA must weigh into consideration,
including delays, safety, noise and
other environmental effects, which
are of great concern to many resi-
dents. We will make all of the data
public and keep nothing about our
decision making process secret, as
we progress through the stages,”
Mr. Bock assured the public.

He added that noise mitigation
would be “a major priority” through-
out the redesign process.

For more information about up-
coming scoping hearings through-
out New Jersey, the number to call
is: (866) EISLine (866) 347-5463).
All of the information regarding the
redesign project can also be found
on the FAA’s Web site at:
w w w . f a a . g o v / p r o g r a m s /
airspace.htm.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FAA Hearing

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
FILLING THE ORDERS…The Girl Scout community in Westfield recently rented out the National Guard Armory in
town for their annual cookie delivery. Girl Scout Leaders and Cookie “Moms” were able to drive directly into the armory
and stack boxes and boxes of cookies into their vehicles for easy pick-up.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
REDEVELOPMENT IN THE
WORKS?…Last Tuesday, the Planning Board
for the Borough of Watchung met to hear a
presentation regarding the long-term rede-
velopment prospects for the Weldon Quarry
site located off of New Providence Road on the
Scotch Plains border. Weldon Quarry is a
200-acre, 31-lot, rock quarry and mining fa-
cility owned by the Weldon family and oper-
ated for more than 100 years.

Long-Term Prospects for Quarry
Revealed Before Watchung Planners

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Planning
Board for the Borough of Watchung
last Tuesday held a public meeting to
hear a presentation regarding the long-
term redevelopment prospects for the
Weldon Quarry site located off of New
Providence Road on the Scotch Plains
border.

Weldon Quarry is a 200-acre, 31-lot,
rock quarry and mining facility owned

by the Weldon family and operated for
more than 100 years.

The quarry mines basalt and oper-
ates two concrete plants, three asphalt
plants and a recycling plant for materi-
als on the site, as well as maintaining
offices, storage buildings and a weigh
station on the site.

Recognizing that the quarry opera-
tion will eventually cease at some point
in the future, the Planning Board re-
quested that Weldon commission a
study in order to assess future redevel-
opment possibilities for the site. The

study, will be utilized for the revision
of their Master Plan and to re-zone the
property for future redevelopment.

The study included topographical
information regarding the current quar-
rying activities and current zoning of
the site and surrounding areas. It also
included suggested redevelopment pos-
sibilities, Watchung Master Plan Con-
siderations as well as general planning
considerations.

William Butler, attorney for Weldon,
explained to the board that
Weldon had no immediate in-
tentions of ceasing quarrying
activities and that the redevel-
opment proposal was only pre-
pared at the request of the Plan-
ning Board for long-term use
for the future. Mr. Butler stressed
that this was only a conceptual
proposal of potential redevel-
opment possibilities and not a
formal application requesting re-
zoning.

Donald Speeney, Chairman
of the Planning Board pointed
out that the site, which is bor-
dered by Berkley Heights to the
south and Scotch Plains to the
north, could have significant
visual, traffic and flood control
impact on these and other neigh-
boring municipalities.

Mr. Speeney read excerpts
from the Municipal Land Use
Law (MLUL) as well as from an
initiative interpretation of the
MLUL conceived by Somerset
County, governing the inclusion
of broad-based input from other
municipalities when projects of
regional significance, such as
the redevelopment of this site,
would have significant impact
on neighboring towns and coun-
ties.

Mr. Speeney as well as
Watchung Mayor Anthony
Addario lamented the fact that

despite being invited, none of the Plan-
ning Board representatives from neigh-
boring municipalities accepted the in-
vitation to attend the hearing, save one,
the Director of Planning for the
Somerset County Planning Board,
Robert Bzik.

Mr. Speeney also expressed his hope
that as the process of rezoning the site
and Master Plan revisions progressed,
the municipalities and counties, which
abutted the Weldon property, would
take a more active role in a cooperative
effort.

The board also stressed that they
would be seeking input from the public
as the process unfolded.

The redevelopment proposal, pre-
pared by Peter G. Steck, Community
Planning Consultants of Maplewood,
was orally outlined to the board and the
public by the board’s Professional Plan-
ning Consultant, Susan Kimble.

The proposal suggested that zoning
the site as a “planned development,”
designated as a PD-1 zone, would be
most appropriate to allow maximum
flexibility in positioning future mixed
uses. Some of the anticipated uses in a
planned development might include:
offices, hotels, conference centers, re-
tail, recreational uses, open space and
potentially some form of senior hous-
ing or assisted living.

A “planned development” differs
from conventional zoning in that it
would allow more of a mixed-use vari-
ety of development possibilities and
varying degrees of density. Planned
development zoning anticipates that
the various uses are integrated as a unit
under a comprehensive plan for the
entire tract, as opposed to convention-
ally zoned areas restricted in their per-
mitted uses.

The report noted that the site has
excellent regional accessibility being
located between Route 22 and Inter-
state 78 and is well suited to office
development. The report also cited that
within the next two years extensive
improvements are proposed to facili-
tate access to Route 78 from Diamond
Hill Road.

The DOT’s bridge proposal for Park
Avenue and Bonnie Burn Road was
also mentioned as possibly having an
impact on traffic patterns to and from
the site.

Types of permitted uses in a PD-1
could include maximum hotel or office
building heights of 140 feet and allow
for buildings of 10 to 14 stories, de-
pending on the height of each story.
Ms. Kimble pointed out that 200 acres
was roughly the equivalent of three
million square feet of floor space, with
a variance requirement of 12,000 park-
ing spaces for an area of that size.

Weldon Quarry was recently an ob-
jector to a multi-unit, townhouse de-
velopment proposal off of New Provi-
dence Road in Scotch Plains on a tract
of land known as the Donato property.
When asked why this planned devel-
opment for the Weldon site was deemed
appropriate, while the townhouse de-
velopment across the street was deemed
inappropriate, Mr. Butler said that was
because the Donato property lay in a
flood plane and if developed would
compromise the storm water manage-
ment of the area, while the Weldon site
was not situated in that flood plane.

He also pointed out that the redevel-
opment proposal for the Weldon prop-
erty was not suggesting that residential
zoning was appropriate for the area.

Some of the next phases in the process,
suggested by the proposal, might include
environmental, storm water management,
utility and traffic studies as well as for-
mulating municipal and regional goals.

Mr. Bzik pointed out how important it
would be for inter-jurisdictional coordi-
nation regarding flood control measures
in the surrounding areas. He stated that
flood control analysis should be a shared
and coordinated undertaking amongst
the abutting municipalities and counties.

Mr. Speeney suggested that as a plan
of action, the board would meet with Ms.
Kimble and the Borough’s Engineering
Consultant, Paul Ferriero, in order to
devise initial steps and coordinate future
meetings. No future meeting dates were
given at this time. The board said that
they would continue their efforts to reach
out to the other, neighboring communi-
ties to participate in the process.

www.goleader.com!

one budget, everything on the bud-
get is at risk if it is not approved.”

If the base budget were to be de-
feated, the budget would be brought
to the town council, at whose discre-
tion the budget could be reduced
further.

Board Vice President Arlene
Gardner said, “We must get the pub-
lic mobilized to support these two
questions.”

Ms. Gardner supported the idea of
the athletic budget cuts being shared
across the entire department, saying
“it is a basic issue of fairness.”

“If we have teachers and courses
on the second question, how can we
not have some athletic dollars?”
asked Board member Anne Riegel.

Mrs. Riegel also supported the
one budget concept, saying that there
is too much at risk if the budget fails.

Other suggestions on how to share
the athletic cuts were raised, such as
cutting some of the transportation
budget, which would require teams
to carpool to events, or to eliminate
ninth grade sports.

Dr. Foley noted that there is no
easy way to decide what programs to
put in the base budget and what
programs to put on the second ques-
tion.

A number of parents in attendance
spoke out in support of placing the
ninth grade sports programs on the
second question instead of entire
team sports.

Board member Kimberly O.
Rhodes said that she would not be
comfortable with the idea of reduc-
ing the transportation budget, be-
cause it would be too hard to man-
age. Instead, she favored the poten-
tial elimination of ninth grade teams
if the second question were to be
defeated.

“No matter what we move,” Mr.
Wallace said, “we will have unhappy
parents.”

“The most critical thing right now,”
Ms. Puleio said, “is to get the second
question passed.”

The board will present its final
draft of the 2001-2002 school bud-
get at next week’s budget hearing on
Tuesday night at 8 p.m.

Also at the meeting, the board
received a letter from Monsignor
William C. Harms, Pastor of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield concerning the proposed
2001-2002 school calendar, which
does not provide Easter Monday as a
non-school day. Msgr. Harms urged
the board to reconsider this option
out of respect for the Christian com-
munity of Westfield.

A portion of Msgr. Harms’ letter
stated, “I would, in addition, ask you
to consider the larger picture here if
you will. We, the Christian commu-
nity of Saint Helen, are asking you to
be sensitive to our religious beliefs
and practices. Therefore, we ask you
to schedule Easter Monday as a non-
school day so that we may worship
and celebrate thoroughly, and joy-
fully as is our custom.”
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charged two weeks ago that Mr.
Danser was incorrectly appointed
through a resolution sponsored by
the Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, Matthew P. Albano, instead
of it coming through the Mayor
with the consent of the council.

Mr. Cockren told the council
prior to the meeting that in his
legal opinion the appointment
amounted to a “technical defect”
that needed to be corrected by re-
doing the process the correct way.

Democratic council members,
Carl A. Salisbury, First Ward; Claire
Lazarowitz, Third Ward; and
Lawrence A. Goldman, Fourth
Ward, all reiterated their statements
in January that it was inappropriate
to appoint Mr. Danser given the
fact he is employed by the same

firm which the Mayor’s father,
Frank X. McDermott, served as a
partner and is now Of Counsel.

The senior McDermott was a
founding member of Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy.

During the council’s March 6th
meeting, Mr. Jardim said the action
was done illegally. That generated
a terse response from Second Ward
Councilman Rafael Betancourt, the
town’s former municipal prosecu-
tor, at Tuesday’s meeting.

“I am happy to learn tonight that
this was not an illegal action. That
this council, in fact, did exactly as
former Mayor Jardim did during
the first meeting of his second term
(January 1999) and that was to ap-
point a labor attorney in that exact
same fashion,” he said.

“I gave up a job in law enforce-
ment to serve this town and I resent
anybody coming forward and call-
ing any action which I take as ille-
gal. And I ask former Mayor Jardim
to apologize to this body for call-
ing our action illegal,” said Mr.
Betancourt, the town’s former mu-
nicipal prosecutor.

“Apologize for what?” Mr. Jardim
said yesterday to those comments.
“Mr. Betancourt should stick to
representing his constituents in-
stead of playing the old tried and
true Republican attack game.”

The former mayor, an attorney
with a Newark law firm, disagreed
with Republicans that Frank
McDermott no longer has an active
role in the firm. Mr. Jardim said
that as Of Counsel at his employer,
he recently billed clients for 200
hours of work.

“He (Frank McDermott) is very
active in his firm,” Mr. Jardim
stated.

Mr. Jardim said had he been in
the same situation as Mayor
McDermott and tried to appoint an
attorney with the law firm of his
father “you could have imagined
the heckles from my Republican
colleagues.”

Mr. Sullivan told The Leader,
“There is no financial benefit that
flows to him (Mr. McDermott) via
this appointment. There is no rea-
son, other than a destructive parti-
san one, to oppose the re-appoint-
ment of the correct person for the
job.”

Council Corrects ‘Defect’
In Naming of Labor Attorney

will be hiring a private contractor to
run a commuter jitney service, which
he hopes will be up and running by
the end of August, and is looking at
finding other areas of the downtown
that could be used to add parking
capacity.

However, he said the town “has
not gotten any positive feedback” on
using private lots – such as churches
– for extra town parking.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse, who chairs the council’s
Public Safety Committee, said the
council deliberations on a parking
deck “is going to be an intelligent
process in which we must go through
the proper steps so that we can make
sure we look at all the issues.”

Elm Street resident Tim
Harrington, in favor of a deck, re-
marked, “You (the downtown) either
grow or you die.”

The town also took action Tues-
day night to create the position of a
parking manager within the town
government.
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