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DiFrancesco Nominates Township Woman,
Isabel Miranda, as New State Treasurer

TRENTON — Scotch Plains resi-
dent Isabel Miranda is the latest lo-
cal person to be named to the admin-
istration of Acting Governor Donald
T. DiFrancesco.

She will begin serving as Acting
Treasurer tomorrow, Friday, March
23. Her nomination must be approved
by the State Senate.

An attorney, she is presently Di-
rector and Senior Vice President of
the US Trust Company of New Jer-
sey and Chairwoman of the Board of
Trustees of the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey.

She joins Labor Commissioner
Mark B. Boyd of Westfield and Edu-
cation Commissioner Dr. Vito A.
Gagliardi of Scotch Plains in the
DiFrancesco Administration.

Ms. Miranda becomes the first
Hispanic and the second woman to
hold that post. The first woman to
serve as State Treasurer was Feather
O’Connor, who served under Gover-
nor Thomas Kean from 1986 to 1990.

Ms. Miranda has served as a Trustee
of the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey since 1995
and was appointed as UMDNJ Chair-
woman by then-Governor Christine
Todd Whitman in 1998.

“Isabel Miranda brings a number
of talents to the post of Treasurer.
One is her considerable talent in the

field of financial management. An-
other is her leadership ability,” said
Mr. DiFrancesco, who also resides in
Scotch Plains.

He said he will ask the Treasurer-
designate to “craft a budget that re-
flects my priorities of making this
state more affordable by relieving
taxpayers of the burden of rising
property taxes, and increasing op-
portunity.”

Ms. Miranda will replace Roland
Machold, who resigned as State Trea-
surer in January, following former
Governor Whitman’s appointment to
head the Environmental Protection
Agency.

She currently serves as Chair-
woman of the Board of Trustees, the
Executive Committee and the Uni-
versity Affairs Committee of the
University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey. Ms. Miranda is
also a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the UMDNJ Foundation and
the Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in New Brunswick.

According to the Acting
Governor’s Office, Ms. Miranda was
instrumental in establishing health
care clinics in partnership with the
Latino community. The medical cen-
ter has the only Hispanic Center of
Excellence in the northeast, a pro-
gram which supports the recruitment

and retention of Hispanic medical
students.

She currently leads business de-
velopment efforts, as well as the
coordination of new client relation-
ships, at US Trust. Previously, she
was Vice President and Director of
the Trust and Estates Group at
Citibank.

Ms. Miranda graduated cum laude
with a bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics and finance from Fordham Uni-
versity and earned a law degree
from St. John’s University School
of Law.

Vo-Tech Proposes $12 Million Expansion Project
To Offer Full-Day Program At S. Plains Campus

Courtesy of MRM Architecture
PROPOSED EXPANSION...The above is an artist’s rendering of the $12 million building proposed at the Union County
Vocational-Technical School campus in Scotch Plains.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers gave its support Thursday night
to a $12 million expansion proposal
for the Union County Vocational-
Technical School’s (UCVTS) cam-
pus in Scotch Plains.

The project is aimed at making Vo-
Tech a full-day program by encom-
passing the academic and vocational
needs of students on one campus. The
school hopes to have the new two-
story, 80,000-square-foot building up
and running by September 2002.

The building will include 14 new
academic classrooms, four science
laboratories, two computer labs, a
fitness center for physical education,
a media center, a multi-purpose au-
ditorium, a nurses suite and adminis-
trative offices.

County officials revealed that 40
percent of the $12 million project, or
$4.8 million, would be supported
under the state’s Educational Facili-
ties and Construction Financing Act.
The county would pay the remaining
$7.2 million.

UCVTS Superintendent, Dr. Tho-
mas J. Bistocchi, explained that more
stringent high school graduation re-
quirements in New Jersey have
caused the need to change the
county’s Vo-Tech program from a
shared-time to a full-time program.
The full-day program would include
all four years of high school. Cur-
rently, students do not enter Vo-Tech
until their sophomore year.

Currently students attend the Vo-
Tech campus, located on Raritan
Road, half a day while attending
their standard curriculum classes at
their district high school for the re-
mainder of the school day.

The campus, which services all 21
municipalities in the county, opened
its doors in the county in 1959 with
the Scotch Plains campus opening in
1968. It houses the Vo-Tech High
School and its 600 students; the Union
County Magnet High School for Sci-
ence, Mathematics and Technology
with 300 students; the adult evening
education program and Education

Technology Training Center, which
trains teachers. The facility also in-
cludes the Union County Apprentice-
ship Program. With a total of nearly
900 apprenticeships, it is one of the
largest such programs in the state.

“We are now, however, at a most
important crossroads of Union
County Vocational Technical
Schools,” Dr. Bistocchi told the
board. While applauding the State
Department of Education’s decision
to “raise the bar” on high school
graduation requirements, the new
requirements “virtually eliminate the
opportunities for young people to
attend programs at the Union County

Vocational Technical Schools.”
More than half of the 21 voca-

tional-technical schools operating in
the state have full-day programs. Dr.
Bistocchi said all of the 10 shared-
time programs are looking at ex-
panding to offer a full-day schedule.

He said the UCVTS have a 97
percent job placement rate after
graduation. The school offers 24 oc-
cupational programs in the automo-
tive and building trades, computers
and communications, food service,
the industrial trades and services and
retail sales.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said the board is now in a

position, as it was when it approved
the Magnet School initiative five
years ago, to “have a leadership role
and have some vision and courage
and really make a stand for our Vo-
Tech students.”

The Freeholders unanimously
passed a resolution supporting the
project with a bond ordinance to
follow.

At the start of the Freeholders
meeting, held in the auditorium of
the Magnet School, the board hon-
ored the first graduating class of the
school which was created in 1997. A
graduating ceremony will be held at
the school in June.

Three Candidates Unopposed
For Seats on Mountainside BOE

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside’s Board of Education
has three seats to be filled in the 2001
election and three candidates to fill
them in.

When the Mountainside residents
go to the polls on Tuesday, April 17,
they will see incumbent candidates
Richard Kress and Sally Rivieccio
on the ballot.

Filling the seat being vacated by
Patricia Taeschlar will be Raymond
Haggar. Mr. Haggar became in-
volved with the Mountainside school
board in 2000 when he volunteered
for the Ad-Hoc committee to ex-
plore expansion options at Deerfield
School.

Patricia Taeschlar is leaving the
board for personal reasons after nine
years of service.

“I have devoted a lot of time and
energy (to the board). It is good to

see other people getting on (the
board). I am happy to see all the seats
being filled and feel ready to pass the
baton to someone who cares about
the children. It is important for other
people to volunteer. We have seen a
decline of volunteers in the commu-
nity between the Rescue Squad and
the PTA.

“People should be encouraged to
come out (and volunteer).”

A long-time school board mem-
ber, Mr. Kress, stated it was his feel-
ing that, “many people didn’t want to
run this year while the bond referen-
dum was in process and the dissolu-
tion of the regional school district
lawsuit was still proceeding.”

Both Mr. Kress and Ms. Taeschlar
stressed the need for people to be-
come involved and would like to see
new people on the board with fresh
ideas in the future.

The 2001-2002 school budget to-
tals $9,373,657 and will not cause a

tax increase, officials have said. The
public hearing on the budget will be
held on Tuesday, March 27, at
Deerfield School.

Westfield PBA to Hold
Fishing Derby April 22
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Policemen’s Benevolent Association
Local No. 90 will present a Fishing
Derby for youngsters age 14 and
under at Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield on Sunday, April 22, from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Admission is free and food, games
and prizes will be included in the
event.

Interested individuals are asked to
sign in at the Westfield Police De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Spaces are limited and the
deadline to sign up for the event is
Sunday, April 1.

Editor’s Note: “Recreation
Events” is a weekly column pre-
pared and submitted by the
Westfield Recreation Commission.

The Commission is sponsoring
the following events:

*  *  *  *  *
Street Hockey — The Street

Hockey session that was scheduled
for Saturday, March 24, has been
canceled.

The Recreation Commission
hopes that everyone who took part
in this program had a good time.
The commission thanks all those
who volunteered their time to as-
sist, especially the Westfield High
School Ice Hockey Team players.

Free Yoga class, Monday, April
9, 9 to 10 a.m. and 5:15 to 6:15
p.m., Community Room of Westfield
Municipal Building.

Please call (908) 789-4080 to
register for the spring session,
which is beginning on Monday,
April 16. Information is available
by calling the number above.

Chandlering — Candle-making
program —  Monday, April 23,
7:15 p.m. in the Community Room.

The fee for this one-hour pro-
gram is $7 per person. Reservations
with paid registration are due Mon-
day, April 9. The class must have a
minimum of 10 people to run.

Spring Bowling Program for ages
5-14, beginning on Tuesday, April 3.

The weekly fee of $6 is payable
at Linden Lanes, 741 North Stiles
Street. Please register at the Recre-
ation Office, located on the first
floor of the Westfield Municipal
Building.

Bumper Bowling Program,
Wednesdays, April 4 through May
23, Linden Lanes.

This program is open to pre-kin-
dergarten and kindergarten children
and their mothers. Team placement
is on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis.

11th Annual Road Race,
Tamaques Park, Saturday, April 28.

Road race registration is under-
way. For more information, please
call (908) 789-4080. Registration
forms may be picked up in the
Recreation Office.

Lifeguards Wanted for Westfield
Memorial Pool.

There are openings for lifeguards
to work at the Memorial Pool be-
ginning Saturday, June 2, through
Labor Day, Monday, September 3.
Applicants must have a lifeguard
certification. The starting salary is
$6 per hour and guards should be
able to work flexible hours. Appli-
cations may be picked up in the
Recreation Office.
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