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THORNTON, GUERRIERO NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Devil ‘Softballers’ May Make
Defense a Season Priority

GILLOOLY, PENNELLA LED IN SCORING, REBOUNDS

Lady Raider B’ballers Had
Success, Finishing 13-11

High School Coaches Play Big
Role in Teaching Responsibility

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Building a strong defense may be
a priority this season for the Westfield
High School girls softball team. Fin-
ishing 13-12 last year, the major
problem appeared to with the de-
fense. However, strong offense did
come from then junior Courtney
Thornton and seniors Katie Richards,
Kristen Leonardis and Paige Corbett
sparkled.

Defensive questions appear to re-

main, at least in the outfield, as all
three starters graduated. Candidates
for the spots are juniors Rachel
Wagner, Erin Corbett and Sara
Bobertz, senior Peggy Doerr and
sophomore Kate McCrea.

Seniors Thornton and Lindsay
Guerriero, the team captains, will
play shortstop and third base, re-
spectively.

Thornton has probably the stron-
gest arm in the county but sometimes
her blazing throws have caused some

problems. “She has the strongest arm
of any girl I have seen. That did give
her a tendency to overthrow. That is
what hurt her a lot last year. She
relied on her arm too much and she
did not get her body in position,” said
Head Coach McFadden. “This year
she is really working on proper field-
ing techniques. She was not happy
with her defense last year. She is
working really hard to cut back on
the mistakes and play well defen-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite being a little light in depth,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team had a
successful season, finishing with a
13-11 record and qualifying for the
state sectional tournament. Although
it takes an entire team to make a
successful season, junior center Erin
Gillooly and sophomore forward
Lindsay Pennella combined for more
than half of the Raiders’ points and
nearly half of the rebounds.

The Raiders defeated Nutley, 46-
32, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment before losing to 10th-ranked
Shabazz. Additionally the Raiders
had a good showing in a holiday
tournament in San Diego, CA, re-
turning with a win.

“A highlight for us was going to
San Diego. It was a very nice experi-
ence,” said Head Coach Brian Homm.
“Also having a winning season, quali-
fying and winning a game in the state
tournament and winning a game in
the county tournament.”

Gillooly, a tough inside shooter,
poured in a team-leading 302 points
and hit 43-63 from the free throw
line. She also led the Raiders in
rebounding with 152 grabs -–48 of-
fensive and 104 defensive. Gillooly
had the responsibility of filling the
shoes of Katie Feighner, the superb
center who graduated last year.

“Erin had some big games and did
a fine job this year. And especially
with Feighner not here this year, she

took the load of getting the rebounds
and scoring too,” said Homm.

Pennella was the best Raider out-
side shooter and forced defenses to
open up which gave Gillooly more
elbow room. Pennella fired in 275
points – 60 from the free throw line
– and pulled down 99 rebounds – 72

defensive and 27 offensive.
“Lindsay shot the ball well. She is our

best shooter,” said Homm. “We would
expect to see her shoot more from the
outside. If teams play zone against you,
you need someone who can shoot from
the outside to open up the middle.”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Leadership is a lost art. The stu-
dent athletes in college have to come
from somewhere and have some type
of example set for them. Obviously,
that comes from high school. I be-
lieve that our high school coaches do
not get the credit they deserve.”

Those were some of the words
spoken by Westfield resident Patrick

J. Elliott, who is presently an Associ-
ate Athletic Director for Finance and
Operations at Seton Hall University.
His responsibilities are finance, bud-
get, operations and facilities.

Elliott grew up in Middletown and
graduated from Mater Dei High
School where he played baseball and
basketball. He received a Bachelor
of Science and Bachelor of Arts De-
gree from Seton Hall University and

later got his Masters Degree in Edu-
cation. In 1989, he became an Assis-
tant Men’s Basketball Coach under
P. J. Carlesimo. Then in 1995, he
became an Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor.

Elliott has run several basketball
camps and during his junior and se-
nior years at Seton Hall, he was an
Assistant Coach at Mater Dei High
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WALKER, BURKE, KELMAN NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Trackmen Improve
Team Balance, Speed, Depth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numbers are up, balance has im-
proved and so has team speed. The
Westfield High School boys track
team has acquired a large number of
underclassmen to blend with their
veteran seniors which should pro-
vide an even more competitive team
this season.

“We have over 80 boys out,” said
Head Coach Jack Martin. “We do
have some inexperience but our depth
will be good.”

Guiding the Blue Devils will be
Tri-Captains Tim Kelman, Ryan
Burke and Adam Walker. Burke has
and will specialize in the 400 inter-
mediate hurdles and 200 meters, and
on occasions, will compete in the
100 and 400 meters. And, don’t let
his name throw you off! Walker can
run, and run fast. In fact, Walker
teamed with juniors Richard Miller,
Laquan McCoy and Diano Reavis to
set the WHS winter track record in
the 4x400.

“We almost beat the record a Drew
University, coming in at 3:35.62 then,
at the Armory, we beat the school
record finishing in 3:27.5,” recited
Walker. “We will be very competitive.
It’s hard to tell right now but we should
easily be in the top-10 at the states.”

Walker will also compete in all

individual sprints and sprint relays.
“We will be strongest from the 100

to and including the 400 meter
events,” pointed out Martin. “And
Ryan Burke is solid in the intermedi-
ate hurdles.”

Some strength could be expected
in the 110 hurdles with McCoy and
senior Jason Axelrod.

“We will be good there. It’s been a
while since we had a good person in
the 110 highs,” said Burke.

Sophomore Lawrence Kao could
add depth to the 400 meters and
experienced seniors Jacob Albertson,
Sam Sobel and Matt Borchin will
lead the Devil ‘Pac’ in the middle and

MILLER, CHURCH, LAFORGE HEAD OFFENSIVE PUNCH

Raider ‘Softballers’ Return
Talented Veteran Group

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of offensive punch and
superb pitching will make the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball girls a formidable

team this season. Excellent pitch-
ing from Alicia Piniat – now a
senior – and clutch hitting from

veterans Megan Miller,  Katie
Church and Kellie LaForge and
freshman rookie Lindsay Pennella
earned the Raiders a 17-7 record
last year. Even better, all but one
starter returns.

“We have a real veteran team re-
turning,” said Raider Head Coach
Frank Butz. “We lost only three play-

ers – one starter – from last year.”
Piniat excelled on the mound and

recorded a remarkable 1.2 ERA.
Mastering her control, she yielded
just 23 walks and 98 hits in 136.3
innings while striking out 126 bat-
ters and holding opponents to a mod-
est .187 batting average. Lost to
graduation was catcher Jen Doyle,
who coordinated with Piniat to allow
only 21 steals.

In contrast, the Raiders had a .355
team batting average, five home runs,
18 triples and 40 doubles. Addition-
ally, they stuck out just 78 times
while racking up 104 walks. Senior
First Team All-Union County first
baseman Miller, who had a team-
leading .447 batting average last year,
will lead the Raider offensive as-
sault. Miller led all power categories
– 34 hits, three home runs, six triples
and eight doubles. A great contact
hitter she fanned only four times
stole 10 bases and scored 21 runs and
knocked in 21 runs.

Church, a senior, finished with a
.371 batting average, bashed four
triples and five doubles and had 15
RBI. Church led in walks with 17,
scoring with 29 and stolen bases with
16. Church, who played third base
last year, will assume responsibili-
ties behind the plate.
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WESTFIELD

• REDUCE COOLING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
• AVOID MID-SEASON BREAKDOWNS
• OFFER EXPIRES 4/7/01

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

* YORK + UTILITY REBATES ON A COMBINATION
   PURCHASE OF HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

Plus...GET UP TO $1200
IN REBATES!*
NO PAYMENTS OR INTEREST
FOR 12 MOS.!

PRE-SEASON

AIR CONDITIONING
SALE!
BIG SAVINGS NOW!

LEFTOVER
FURNACES

DRASTICALLY
REDUCED!

From the files of The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF THE “SPEED CREW”...Tri-Captain Adam Walker zooms across the
finish line and will be among a group of fine Blue Devil speedsters this season.

From the files of The Westfield Leader and The Times
TALENTED GROUP OF VETERANS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood softball
team has a large group of talented and aggressive players returning and expect
to have a good season.

From the files of The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROBABLE DEVIL ACE...Caitlin
MacDonald has been more relaxed on the
mound this season.

From the files of The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG FOCUS ON DEFENSE...The Westfield High School girls
softball team looks to strengthen its defense in order to have a successful
season.


