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Lisa Alter Names Team
For Town BOE Campaign

THE ALTER CAMPAIGN TEAM...Westfield Board of Education candidate
Lisa Alter, center, is joined by her campaign team, Dr. John Tabachnick, left,
Campaign Manager, and Ronald Jacobson, Campaign Treasurer.

WESTFIELD — Lisa Alter, a can-
didate for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, has announced the members of
her campaign team.

Dr. John Tabachnick will serve as
Campaign Manager and Ronald
Jacobson, a certified public accoun-
tant, will act as Campaign Treasurer.

Dr. Tabachnick has been a resident of
Westfield since 1982 and is the founder
of Westfield Family Practice. He is Past
President of Overlook Hospital Medi-
cal Staff, a board member and past Chair-
man of the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross and
a board member of the Visiting Health
Service of Union County.

He and his wife, Sharon Joyce, have
two children enrolled in Westfield High
School and a daughter who will be
entering the first grade at Franklin El-
ementary School next fall.

“It is an honor and a pleasure to work
with Lisa Alter in her campaign for
election to the school board,” said Dr.
Tabachnick.

“I have known Lisa for over 25 years
and have been impressed by her com-
mitment to public service, and the great
energy and enthusiasm that she brings
to her activities on behalf of the com-
munity. She is dedicated to the highest
standards of education, and has the
insight and experience that will prove
essential in the challenges facing our
school district in the years to come,”
Dr. Tabachnick added.

Mr. Jacobson is a partner in the firm
Jacobson, Halsted & Associates in
Elizabeth. He is the Chairman of the
Board of the New Jersey Workshop for
The Arts and has many years of expe-
rience in campaign fund-raising.

Mr. Jacobson and his wife, Susan, a
former long-time Board of Education

member and its former President, have
lived in Westfield for 32 years. Both of
their children are graduates of the
Westfield school system.

“I am thrilled to support the candi-
dacy of Lisa Alter,” commented Mr.
Jacobson.

“Having been married to a long-term
member of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, I am very aware of the impor-
tance of electing candidates who com-
bine excellent analytic decision-mak-
ing skills with an honest commitment
to our children and our schools. Lisa
possesses all of those qualities and her
integrity and vision will be a true asset
to the district,” he added.

Other members of Ms. Alter’s cam-
paign team include Fred Ball, former
Assistant Superintendent of Schools in
the Middletown School District; Glenn
de Brueys, Chief Executive Officer of
American Surgisite Centers, a member
of the Westfield Board of Adjustment
and Trustee of the Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield; Dr. Susan Fuhrman,
Education Dean at the University of
Pennsylvania; Dr. Seymour Koslowsky,
former Chairman of the Westfield Rec-
reation Commission; Susan
Koslowsky, Director of Children Help-
ing Children, Past President of the Jew-
ish Community Center of Central New
Jersey and Past President of Women
for Women, and Richard Siegel, Deputy
County Counsel for Essex County and
Treasurer of the Westfield Tennis Club.

“I am honored to have such a talented
and diverse group of people working
with me on the campaign,” said Ms.
Alter. “My campaign team has been
very dedicated over the past several
weeks. Although the election is no longer
contested, the members are enthusiastic
about continuing to work with me.”

Westfield BOE Candidate,
Ginny Leiz, Reveals

Campaign Team Members

Ginny Leiz

WESTFIELD — Ginny Leiz, a
candidate for the Westfield Board of
Education, has announced that
Carolyn Fleder of Kirkview Circle

and Pete Tortorello of Boulevard are
assisting her in her campaign.

Presently, Mrs. Leiz serves with
both Mrs. Fleder and Mr. Tortorello
on the Youth Commission of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Both team members are actively in-
volved in the community and have
children in the Westfield school dis-
trict.

Mrs. Fleder is President of the
Board of Directors of the Westfield
Y. She is also a member of the
Westfield Education Fund.

Mr. Tortorello is a member of the
Westfield Education Fund and an
active adult scout member of Boy
Scout Troop No. 72.

Both Mrs. Fleder and Mr.

Tortorello, and their families, are
long-time residents of Westfield.
Their children are graduates and/or
current students in the Westfield
schools.

“It is an honor to work with Ginny
Leiz, a dedicated member of the
Westfield community, who recog-
nizes that the quality of public edu-
cation in our community is the cor-
nerstone of our community’s vital-
ity,” said Mrs. Fleder. “Ginny has
already demonstrated her willing-
ness to dedicate her time and energy
to the community. Her commitment
to serve on the school board is further
evidence of her willingness to serve
Westfield. I can’t think of anyone I’d
rather see working on behalf of our
children and their education.”

Mr. Tortorello echoed Mrs. Fleder’s
view and added, “Ginny’s profes-
sional background in education, fi-
nancial management and informa-
tion technology make her an ideal
school board member. She brings
sound analytical skills, reasoned
judgment, and an understanding of
fiduciary responsibility to the board.
I am confident she will be an effec-
tive and accessible board member.”

Mrs. Leiz said that her commit-
ment to the community and public
education is an outgrowth of the
example set by her parents.

“My mother and father were dedi-
cated community volunteers in
Mountainside, and my husband and
I share a similar commitment to
Westfield. I look forward to working
together with all members of the
community to maintain and further
enhance our excellent schools,” she
said.
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To See Bond Referendum
On April Election Ballot

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Like many
other school districts in the area,
Mountainside has been dealing with an
increased student population. There has
been an 18 percent increase in enroll-
ment at Mountainside’s Deerfield
School over the last five years.

Deerfield School houses all pre-kin-
dergarten through eighth grade students
in Mountainside, and the local Board
of Education expects the student in-
crease to continue over the next five
years. Mountainside high school stu-
dents attend Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights.

In 2000, the Mountainside school
board formed the Ad-Hoc Committee
to explore alternatives in creating
needed classroom space for the stu-
dents. Deerfield School is a strained
facility, as it is now, teachers are travel-
ing from one classroom to another push-
ing carts, and classes are being held in
the school library.

“This is a problem now,” Board
Member and Finance Committee Chair-
man Richard Kress explained. “Classes
are rotating into the cafeteria, and the
life science classes had to be canceled
due to the need for classroom space.”

The Ad-Hoc Committee looked at
several options, including selling
Beechwood School, which is currently
leased space, and/or purchasing Barnes
Tract, an undeveloped parcel off of
Route 22. Ultimately the decision was
made to renovate and update both
Deerfield and Beechwood schools.

Beechwood will become the school

for all pre-kindergarten through sec-
ond grade students, and Deerfield will
meet the needs of all third through
eighth graders.

The project’s costs total $6.8 mil-
lion, according to Mr. Kress. The
Mountainside school board has asked
for state funding under The Educa-
tional Facilities and Construction Fi-
nancing Act. The bill, which was passed
in 2000 by the state senate, allocated
$8.6 billion over the next 10 years for
school construction. Mountainside is
to receive no less than 32 percent and
no more than 40 percent of the total
cost of the project.

The board expects to know exactly
what that figure will be no later than
Friday, March 16. With the dissolution
of the regional school district a few
years, and a lawsuit that ensued, the
Mountainside school district will re-
ceive upwards of $2 million, which
will also defer some of the costs of the
project.

“It is too early to tell how it will
affect the taxes (of Mountainside resi-
dents),” Mr. Kress explained, but, “there
may be a minimal impact.”

The regular 2001-2002 school bud-
get includes a small increase in teacher
salaries and increase in health benefits,
but it is minimal and remains below the
cap, the Finance Committee Chairman
explained. Mr. Kress assured there
would be, “no tax increase,” for the
regular budget.

The bond issue will be on the April
17th school board election ballot, along
with the school board election, for the
taxpayers to decide.
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Monday’s kickoff were Union
County Democratic Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFilippo. She told The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that the
county organization supported Mr.
McGreevey in 1997 and will be “even
more invigorated” this time around.

“We are fortunate in this county in
that we have Jim McGreevey, who
really loves Union County, as our
standard bearer, and the Republicans
have Don DiFrancesco, who is from
our county,” she said. “I expect Jim
McGreevey to do extraordinarily well
because he has worked in Union
County, with Union County and for
Union County.”

She said Mayor McGreevey’s mes-

McGreevey Launches Campaign
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

sage is “one of the ennoblement for the
residents. He is not a Trenton insider.”

Mr. McGreevey, 43, the son of a
Marine drill sergeant turned Jersey
City beat cop and a registered nurse,
is a former state assemblyman and
state senator.

He lost to Christine Todd Whitman,
the Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator, by less than 1 percent
of the total vote in the 1997 race for
the State House. He was elected
Mayor of Woodbridge, the state’s
sixth largest community, in 1991.

The candidate holds a bachelor’s
degree from Columbia University, a
law degree from Georgetown Uni-
versity and a master’s degree from
Harvard University.


