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Routine Inspections of Gas Pipelines
First Step Toward Increasing Safety

Commuter Questions Legality
Of Two-Hour Parking On Carleton

I am writing to express my frustration
over the Westfield Town Council’s re-
cent passage of an ordinance which lim-
its parking in the Carlton Road area to
two hours. Rather than solve any prob-
lem, this move only exacerbates the
existing parking problem.

Although they have done nothing to
create new spaces, the Council has uni-
laterally taken away nearly 200 spots.

The aim of any administrative body
should be to balance the needs of all
citizens and find the solution which ac-
commodates all interests. While there
may be a valid reason to limit parking on
residential streets, the timing and solu-
tion is dubious. While the residents
Carlton Road may be annoyed by others
parking on their block, so are the law-
yers, bankers and executives who had to
park four blocks away. Now they have to
park miles away.

Clearly, the Council should have
waited to correct the problem that af-
fects all (parking) before correcting the
minor annoyance of a few.

What concerns me most is that the
residents of Carlton bought their homes
with knowledge that others would park
on their block. Likewise, those who for-
merly parked on Carlton, had an expec-
tation that they would have reasonable

parking access at that location.
As a result of the ordinance, the prop-

erty values of Carlton Road have been
increased at the expense of lowering the
value of the homes of those who now
will have to walk to the train. So rather
than a minor inconvenience, this action
represents a shifting of thousands of
dollars to residents of Carlton Road.

An inquiry into the legality of the
ordinance and its requisite shifting of
property values must be undertaken.
Coming so soon after elections, the spec-
ter of pay back is not out of the question.
When one considers the overbalancing
of a small inconvenience (Carlton resi-
dents) over the massive problems this
will cause for all other residents (exacer-
bated parking problems, reduced prop-
erty values) the need for examination is
even greater.

James A. Abate
Westfield

For those of us living in New Jer-
sey, the terrible Edison pipeline ex-
plosion of 1994 will forever be fresh
in our minds. On March 23, 1994, an
underground gas pipe exploded near
the Durham Woods complex in
Edison Township, indirectly killing
one person, destroying eight apart-
ment buildings and injuring about
100 people. In a matter of seconds,
an orange fireball swept away pos-
sessions and forced over 1,000 people
to flee their homes. A 32-year-old
woman died of a heart attack as a
result of what she thought might
have been a nuclear explosion. Since
then, increasing pipeline safety has
been a priority for New Jersey.

As one of my first acts in Con-
gress, I have successfully secured an
amendment in the Pipeline Safety
Improvement Act that mandates rou-
tine inspections of pipelines. The
amendment requires that pipelines
be inspected every five years, unless
inspections are deemed unnecessary
because of more technically appro-
priate monitoring. I hope that this
legislation will go a long way to-
wards reducing the risk of another
disaster similar to the Edison pipe-
line explosion.

Much of the credit for the success

of this amendment goes to New
Jersey’s senior Senator Bob Torricelli,
who worked with me every step of
the way to ensure its passage. The
amendment now goes to the House
of Representatives and I will keep
working with our bipartisan New
Jersey Congressional delegation to
ensure its passage there.

Although mandating routine pipe-
line inspection is the first step in
providing a greater sense of security
for New Jerseyans living near pipe-
lines, much more needs to be done to
ensure the safety of our communi-
ties. I will continue to fight for in-
creased safety measures, including
pipeline worker certification, strict
liability standards for pipeline op-
erators and rigorous right-to-know
laws. I have informed the Senate that
I will bring these issues up again
when and if the House passes the
Pipeline Safety Act and its version is
reconciled with the Senate version in
a conference committee. Stronger
enforcement standards are crucial so
that no family will ever again go
through what so many did that March
night in Edison.

Jon Corzine
U.S. Senator

Reversal to Reopen Malibu Places Promises
Of Adhering to Restrictions on Rayric Corp.

Letters to the Editor

Displaced Commuter Asks Mayor
For Alternative to Carleton Rd.

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Mayor Gregory S. McDermott
and copied to The Westfield Leader, and
to Third Ward Town  Council represen-
tatives Claire Lazarowitz and Neil F.
Sullivan.

*  *  *  *  *
I am writing to your office seeking

resolution of a long-standing problem in
Westfield. I am sure that you will cringe
when you read this — the commuter
parking problem.

Last week, the Town of Westfield
eliminated one of the prime parking
areas for commuters who cannot park in
the train station parking lot. They placed
two-hour parking limits on Carleton
Road. I and approximately 75 other com-
muters parked on this street because we

could not park in the train station lot.
I have been on the waiting list for a

permit for two years. I would love to
park in a town lot but I cannot. I cannot
use the proposed jitney because I have
daycare issues that preclude my using
this solution to the parking problem.
What I cannot understand is the ratio-
nale behind the elimination of the on-
street parking solution.

If you eliminated two-hour parking
signs on the streets surrounding the sta-
tion, no one street would have to bear the
brunt of the commuter parking problem.
Instead, the town insists on spiting those
of us who had the misfortune to move to
town recently. (This is Westfield’s dirty
little secret — new commuters are not
welcome. There should be a require-
ment for the real estate agents in town to
inform prospective buyers of the reality
of the “easy” commute).

I know that the town plans on building
a new lot by Trader Joe’s, which will
include some commuter parking, but
this solution is several years off. What is
a commuter to do now?

We cannot legally park in the lot or on
the street near the train station. Would
you please provide me with a list of
acceptable parking areas for those of us
unable to park in the station lot? I anx-
iously await your response to this plea
for relief from the parking enforcement
officers.

I know you must have a parking solu-
tion for the residents who are on the six-
year waiting list for station parking —
please let us know what it is.

Anne Johnson Endy
Westfield

Caring People Thanked
For Comfort Given

At Scene of Emergency
I would like to publicly thank all the

people who came to aid my husband and
comfort me when he suffered a heart
attack on Thursday, February 8, on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

I don’t know who you are but you took
time out of your busy day to help me and
I cannot tell you how much I appreciate
what you did.

Vera Lukacovic
Scotch Plains

Estate Tax Needs to Be Adjusted,
Not Repealed, to Benefit Wealthy

The estate tax is critical to our nation’s
economic well-being. Repealing it would
enable millionaires and billionaires to
pocket money that the rest of us will end
up paying, as funding for Medicare, So-
cial Security, environmental protection
and education are cut.

Amazingly, 120 wealthy Americans
have urged Congress not to repeal the
estate tax because they understand that
our society, our economy and our de-
mocracy itself depend on the revenues it
generates.

Yet the one individual in America
who should be championing this tax is
working instead to repeal it. Whom would
I be talking about? Why — our President
Bush, of course.

It must be very hard for our President

to understand the value of merit over
inheritance. Indeed, American democ-
racy has suffered crushing blows in the
past five months; observers might be
inclined to believe that power itself is
inherited in the United States.

The estate tax is flawed. Hey — I
think so, too. It should be adjusted to
assist American families in passing down
their farms and small businesses.

Our President’s duty is to these fami-
lies. The estate tax needs to be adjusted,
not repealed. Let’s not make it any easier
for the Bushes of the world to trample
our economy, our society, and, closest to
our hearts, our own families. (Who
elected this guy anyway?)

Anna Jacus
Linden

While we’re not pleased that state liquor control
authorities have seen fit to override the Scotch Plains
Township Council and allow Club Malibu to reopen,
we are glad that, at least, permission to resume
operations came with many strings attached — 14
strings, to be exact. And, given what was heard last
year from local residents and the Scotch Plains
Police and Fire Departments during Malibu’s liquor
license renewal hearings, we’d urge township offi-
cials to put the Terrill Road establishment under a
microscope when it does reopen, to ensure its new
management adheres to both the letter and the spirit
of the conditions set out by the state Division of
Alcoholic Beverage Control.

Club Malibu, in the months leading up to its self-
imposed shuttering in January 1999, was a troubled
place. Foremost among the blots on its record was the
November 1998 fatal shooting in its parking lot. A
lack of organized crowd control when capacity reached
or exceeded its limits; management that was, at times,
lax; fights in the parking lot; drugs; inadequate park-
ing and nearby homeowners having to deal with illegal
street parking; litter and excessive noise were among
the other problems at the nightclub.

The new owners of the club, Rayric Corporation,
told the Township Council during the liquor license
renewal hearings last year about their plans to re-
vamp the establishment’s operations and procedures
and to seek to attract a more upscale crowd, goals
they said would alleviate the concerns of the local
residents and township law enforcement officials.
The five council members, however, were unani-
mous in denying the license renewal.

The New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage
Control, in its reversal last month of the council’s

decision, said Club Malibu could reopen subject to
14 conditions, 13 of which were listed last year by
Scotch Plains Police Chief Thomas F. O’Brien as
conditions under which he could possibly support
the club’s reopening. Several of the restrictions were
also listed by Rayric officials a year ago as being part
of their overall plan for overhauling the club’s opera-
tions. Now that these restrictions are on the record,
with many of them backed not only by township
officials but also by the new management, it will be
up to the club’s owners to implement the needed
changes and follow them to the letter. They need to
make sure that those living nearby are not awakened
in the middle of the night by noisy patrons heading
for their illegally parked cars. They need to make
certain that a filled-to-capacity nightclub does not
result in several dozen restless young people milling
outside. They need to do their best to cut off the
potential for trouble both inside the building and out
in the parking lot by hiring an adequate number of
security personnel. They need to create an orderly
process for cars to enter and exit the parking lot
without creating unnecessary traffic backups. And
they will need to be vigilant in preventing underage
patrons from entering the premises.

A great deal was promised last year by Rayric
Corporation. Whether those words will now trans-
late into real results remains to be seen. The bottom
line, though, is that now, thanks to the state ABC’s
reversal of their liquor license denial, the responsi-
bility for delivering on all those promises and plans
rests squarely on Rayric’s shoulders. And with more
than a dozen strings controlling their movements,
any missteps at Club Malibu will be glaringly obvi-
ous and duly noted by the community.

Parking Deck Needed to Solve
Overall Problem in Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was addressed to residents of Dudley
Avenue in response to their letter of
opposition to a parking deck on Pros-
pect and Elm Streets. The letter below
was copied to Mayor Gregory S.
McDermott, and First Ward Council-
men Peter Echausse and Carl A.
Salisbury, and to The Westfield Leader.

*  *  *  *  *

I have read with interest your letter of
January 1, 2001, which was received a
short time ago relative to your objection
to the erection of a parking deck on
Prospect Street.

You object to it, stating there would
be additional traffic because of it; how-

ever, you did not recognize that there is
now extra traffic with people trying to
find a place to park. The parking garage
can help solve heavy street traffic at
certain times of the day.

We should not think that the solution
is to change the location of the parking
garage to lessen traffic in that area and
move the garage to another location,
where it would affect other streets and
citizens.

The basic point is we need a parking
garage to help solve the overall problem
and hope that the Mayor and Town Coun-
cil will approach it this way.

H. Emerson Thomas
Westfield

WHS Sophomore Seeks to Promote
‘Locks of Love’ Hair Drive for Kids

My name is Sara Ackerman and I am
a 16-year-old sophomore at Westfield
High School. I have been involved in
Girl Scouts for the past 11 years. This
year, I am a senior scout and am working
towards my Gold Award.

This award, the highest any Girl Scout
can achieve, involves many activities
and hours in career exploration, leader-
ship, community service and specific
hobbies and interests, that finally culmi-
nate into the Gold Award project.

This project must entail at least 50
hours of preparation and implementa-
tion, and must serve beyond the realms
of the Girl Scouting community. For my
Gold Award project, I chose to hold a
hair drive for Locks of Love.

Locks of Love is a not-for-profit or-
ganization that utilizes donated hair
and resources to provide hairpieces to
financially disadvantaged children un-
der the age of 18 with permanent medi-
cal hair loss.

Since its establishment in 1997, Locks
of Love has provided over 200 children
with hairpieces. Each hairpiece consists
of approximately 12, 10-inch or longer,
ponytails. Because of the hairpieces’
unique vacuum-cap, it does not require an
adhesive and cannot fall off due to normal
activities, so the children can swim, bathe,
etc., while wearing their wigs.

The hairpieces are provided mainly
for children with alopecia areata, an
autoimmune disease that causes com-
plete loss of scalp hair, but also for
children with permanent hair loss due to
burns, skin grafts, and radiation treat-
ments for brain cancer.

I can only imagine what it is like for a
child or teenager, especially a girl, to
have to go through life without hair, and
the dignity and confidence they feel
robbed of. That is why, for my project, I
have planned to hold a hair drive on
Sunday, June 10, at Salon Visage in
Westfield, where people can have their
hair cut for free if they are donating it to
Locks of Love.

I am also collecting hair that people
have cut off previously and have saved.
I plan to send all of the hair to the Locks
of Love headquarters in Palm Springs,
Fla. in July.

My goal is to collect 60 ponytails, which

is enough to make about five hairpieces.
So far, in order to reach my goal, I have
hung fliers, handed out literature at the
Westfield FestiFall, spoken to Girl Scout
troops and Sunday schools, put informa-
tion about the drive in school newsletters,
and told my school newspaper about the
project so they could write an article on it,
but I am still a long way off.

If anyone is interested in participating
in this event, please e-mail me at
projecthairdrive@yahoo.com.

Sara Ackerman
Westfield

BLACKMAIL

Blackmail, a colorful synonym for
extortion (from the Latin word
extorquere, meaning “to twist”), has had
a long and thoroughly despicable career.
In 15th century England, it referred to
“the demand for tribute (rent) exacted by
free-booters (pirates) from small farm-
ers and/or land owners living on the
Scottish border.” Tribute, or tax, was
“twisted” from those peasants on the
threat of great physical harm.

The act of blackmail continues to be
used to extort money from people. But
today, instead of threatening physical
harm, the extortionist threatens to ex-
pose something discreditable about his
victim.

The financial community has recently
produced a new “twist,” Greenmail, an
adaptation of blackmail, which defines a
corporate form of extortion. The twist
goes on.

Scotch Plains Officer
Cited for Bravery

I feel compelled to write a note re-
garding the bravery and professionalism
exhibited by our Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police officers during the snow
storm on February 22. I want to particu-
larly note the outstanding job done by
Officer Ernesto Hernandez.

Following a minor fender-bender with
a truck, I pulled my car over to the side
of Terrill Road. Officer Hernandez was
already tending to a multi-car accident
on the other side of the road when my
accident occurred. He approached my
driver’s side window to ask me a ques-
tion when an SUV came sliding out of
control right for him. For a second he
was pinned between the SUV and my car
and then thrown over the hood of my car.

My son and I were horrified at what
we just witnessed and I said a quick
prayer for Officer Hernandez. To my
amazement he quickly got back up onto
his feet. Although he had just been struck
by a vehicle, and did not know the extent
of his own injuries, his first concern was
to order us to stay in our cars rather than
to try to assist him. He was worried that
we would be putting our own safety at
risk by leaving our vehicles.

As if that were not enough, just before
he went to the ambulance to be taken
away to the hospital, he made a point of
approaching the SUV to tell the driver
not to worry. I am thankful to God that
Officer Hernandez wound up with just a
minor injury to his hand. I am proud to be
part of a community that is so well
served by police officers with such brav-
ery and selflessness as exhibited by of-
ficer Hernandez.

Pastor Kevin Brennan
Evangel Church

Elimination of On-Street Parking
Causing Hardship for Commuters

Last week, the Town of Westfield
eliminated one of the prime parking
areas for commuters who cannot park in
the train station parking lot. They placed
two-hour parking limits on Carleton
Road.

I have been on the waiting list for a
permit for four years. It is impossible to
get a meter at the train station after 6
a.m. The only solution is to park on the
streets surrounding the train station. If
the town eliminates these parking ar-
eas, it is causing undue hardship for the
hundreds of people on the six-year com-
muter lot waiting list.

Remember, no one wants to park on
the street. We have no choice.

The new lot at Trader Joe’s will not

be completed for several years. This
will provide some relief for commut-
ers, but it does not address the parking
crisis as it exists now. What are com-
muters who cannot legally park any-
where near the station supposed to do?
Maybe if town employees had to share
their lots with commuters, there would
be a resolution to this problem or at
least lax enforcement of the parking
rules.

Please provide me with a list of the
acceptable parking areas for commut-
ers who cannot park in the station lot. I
look forward to your thoughts on this
problem.

Anne Nassar
Westfield

Just Three Weeks Left Until Spring –
And Hopefully an End to Pothole Season

Is it just our imagination, or has this winter —
which seems to have started in mid-November and
still has at least several weeks to go — taken a harsh
toll on area roads? Do more streets seem riddled with
potholes large and small? Do the seams in the
pavement, which contract in cold weather, seem
wider than usual?

When you’re behind the wheel of
your car, do you find yourself winc-
ing more often while your auto’s
undercarriage gets banged around,
thanks to a deep flaw in the road
surface? What are the odds that auto
mechanics and repair shops around
here will hit the jackpot this spring
with countless alignment repairs?

Obviously, major — and effec-
tive — road resurfacing is not a job
for the winter months, but we’d
like to make a plea to the local and
county public works departments.
Load a few barrels of road surface
patching mix onto a truck, drive
around the area and fill in some of
these craters that threaten to seri-
ously damage our cars and put a

strain on our wallets.
Perhaps Union County, which in recent years has been

generous in handing out grants to localities for senior
citizens, downtown development and pocket parks, could
toss some local road repair grant dollars our way this
spring. In the meantime, drive carefully and remember:
just three more weeks until spring — hopefully.


