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COUSAR, ‘DENICH’,  2 FRANCAVILLAS TAKE 1ST; CRANFORD WINS TITLE

Raiders Crown 4 District 11 Mat Champs;
Devil Heavyweight MacKay Gets Second

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three amazing turnarounds were
witnessed at the District 11 Wres-
tling tournament on February 23 and
24 in Westfield. First, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
matmen rose from the ashes of injury
and sickness to claim four champi-

ons and to qualify six for the Region
3 tournament. Second, one wrestler,
who never had a victory all season,
turned it all around and qualified for
the regions. Third, a wrestler, who
had a 1-15 record as a freshman last
year, won a district title.

Cranford had three champions and
won the team title with 191.5 points
followed by Elizabeth with two
champions and 135.5 points. But it
was Rahway and the Raiders, who
had the most champions with four
each. Rahway nudged out the Raid-
ers 116-115 for third place. Westfield
finished seventh with 42 points and
had four wrestlers place fourth, and
one, junior heavyweight Chris
MacKay, place second.

Raider freshman Derek
Francavilla, seeded first, proved it
by scoring a 13-3, majority decision
over Blue Devil Matt McManus in
the semis, then controlled John
Rapezak of Roselle Catholic, 11-6,
in the finals to grab the 105-lb. title.

“I had wrestled these guys before
and I was hopeful that I would win,”
said Francavilla. “I did not take any-
one for granted. I took them match-
by-match.”

Raider 137-lb. junior Lucas

Francavilla, also top seeded, had three
takedowns and used a vicious tight-
waist and arm bar maneuver to amass
11 back points to win via, 17-1,
(4:00) technical fall over Cranford’s
Dan Genovese in the semis.
Francavilla then used the same tech-
nique to grab a 13-3, majority deci-
sion and a title from Derrick Davis of

Elizabeth.
“It was good to have both of us

win! You know that everybody is out
to beat the top seed, so I just take

each match one at a time and go out
there and do what I have to do,” said
Francavilla. “I started really using
the tight-waist and arm bar my fresh-
man year but the coaches would like
me to add other moves. But that is
my bread and butter.”

Raider junior Matt DeNichilo at
127-lbs., entwined Roselle Catholic’s
Mike Amato in a grapevine with a
half nelson in just :57, then had a
showdown with Blue Devil John
Leonardis in the semifinals.
DeNicholo successfully warded off
Leonardis’ lightning duck under and
recorded a takedown and a two-point
nearfall in the first period. Leonardis
was successful with his duck under
in the second period, but DeNichilo
used an Olympic arm bar to add a
three-point nearfall in the third pe-
riod and to gain a 7-2 victory.

“I was looking forward to this
match. I knew he had a beautiful duck
under so my right arm never touched
his shoulder. I stayed away from his
right-side move,” said DeNichilo.
“(Also) I changed my strategy on top,
got away from using the cradle and
found a lot of success with the arm bar
in turning my opponent.”

DeNicholo was even more impres-
sive in the finals against A. L.
Johnson’s Jason Best. DeNichilo
scored two takedowns and a three-
point nearfall before slipping his long
arm around Best’s neck and pinning
him with a half nelson in 4:58 to
claim the championship.

“I wanted to keep my hips under
me the whole time. I knew that he
would open up and I started shooting
the half nelson,” explained
DeNichilo. “I was all over the place
looking to shoot the half today.”

Blue Devil Leonardis used a far-
leg grab to a cradle maneuver to pin
Sean O’Connell of Linden in 5:12 to
advance to the semis to face
DeNichilo.

Raider senior Gary Cousar, also
seeded first, pinned his way to the
191-lb. finals by flattening Rahway’s
Shane Condren in 1:38, using an
under-half nelson, and by pinning A.
L. Johnson’s Nick Jahn in 1:10. In
the finals, Cousar went to work on
Ibrahim Halsey to seize an, 11-2,
majority decision and the title.

“He (Halsey) wanted to stay close
and wrestle defensively,” said Cousar.
“He wanted to keep me close be-
cause I can get a better shot from far
away. I’m stronger in the standing
position so I knew that he could not
get me there but he was pretty good
in the bottom position.”

Raider senior Pete Civins, seeded
eighth, bounced top-seeded, 142-lb.
Joe O’Reilly of Rahway with a half
nelson in 1:35. Civins, not intimi-
dated, went after O’Reilly, scoring
two takedowns, a penalty point and
an escape before recording the fall.

“I’m a senior and I just wanted to
come out and try my hardest. He did
not bother me at all. I was deter-
mined to win,” said Civins.

Raider 147-lb. freshman Andrew

Silber earned a trip to the Region 3
tournament by recording a 6-3 deci-
sion over ALJ’s Alex Nowak then by
battling to an 8-6, overtime decision
over Alvaro Fernandez of Linden.
Against Fernandez, Silber thought
his chances were slipping away after
having ceded two penalty points;
however, his persistence prevailed.

“I did not want the penalty points
to decide the match. It seemed like
the match was being taken away
from me. But it was my own fault.”

DEFENSE PREVAILS, SMITH SINKS 14 IN BOTH GAMES

Coach Matthews Wins 500th,
Wins UCT, Tops Lion Cagers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes after winning a major
championship, it is hard to remain
focused, especially if the next game
is just one day later. However, the 21-
2 Union Catholic High School bas-
ketball girls did what they had been
trained so well to do. Win! And win
it with defense! The Vikings silenced
the Lions from Mount St. Mary, 36-
21, in Scotch Plains on February 25
and unknowingly awarded Head
Coach Kathy Matthews with her
500th career win.

Bewildered herself, Matthews
thought that that magic number may
come in the Parochial sectional game
to be played tonight at 7:00 p.m. in
Scotch Plains. Nevertheless, “I did
not want anybody to know when it
would happen because it might make
my kids nervous,” explained
Matthews.

The day before, at Dunn Center in
Elizabeth, the Vikings used their stub-
born defense to keep the Lady Min-
utemen from Elizabeth in check, then
added a power surge of offense in the
final quarter to grab their eighth
Union County championship with a
35-27 victory. The Vikings’ success
on defense could be attributed not
just to having an excellent starting
five players but also because of their
fine bench which keeps them fresh
and enables them to maintain their
tenaciousness.

In the championship game, the
Lady Minutemen were held to less
than 10 points in each quarter –
although the game was tied, 19-19,
at the end of the third – but fell victim
to a 16-8, fourth quarter Viking surge.

That surge was led by sophomore
Stephanie Green, who netted five of
her 10 points, and freshman Jackie
Huber, who sank six of her seven
points.

Devil Swim Boys Glide
Closer to Public A Title

The Westfield High School boys
swimming team appear to be peak-
ing at the right time. Earlier in the
season, the Blue Devils were de-
feated by Bridgewater-Raritan, 93-
77. However, in the Public A semifi-
nals, the ninth-ranked Blue Devils
submerged the fifth-ranked Panthers,
100-70, at the College of New Jersey
in Ewing on February 24.

A major difference seemed to be
the presence of sophomore Zack
Coppa, who won the 100 and 200-
yard freestyle events with respec-
tive times of :50.73 and 1:49.07
and teamed with Ryan
Bartholomew, Cliff Haldeman and
Sean Baran to win the 200 free
relay in 1:33.82.

Bartholomew, Vince Shen, Matt
Vidovich and J.J. Sobala combined
to touch first in the 200 medley relay
at 1:43.59. Bartholomew also placed

second in the 50 free at :22.94 fol-
lowed by Shen at :23.45. Haldeman
touched first in the 200 IM with a
time of 2:01.77 and finished third in
the 100 free at :50.9. Shen also placed
second in the 100 backstroke at
:58.12.

Vidovich, Sobala and Colby Fagin
touched 1-2-3 in the 100 breaststroke
with respective times of 1:02.37,
1:06.13 and 1:06.69. Sam Gurdus
and Rob Freundlich placed 2-3 in the
100 butterfly with respective times
of :56.72 and :56.79. John Chiesa
placed third at 2:06.57 in the 200 IM
and Josh Schoenfeld finished third in
the 500 free at 5:18.92.

Westfield foursomes took 2-3 in
the 400 free relay with respective
times of 3:29.26 and 3:37.36.
Westfield also placed second in the
200 free relay at 1:33.82 and third in
the 200 medley relay at 1:45.07.
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Raider Swim Boys Pound
Princeton in ‘B’ Semis

The 17-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys swim-
ming team continued to dazzle by
dazing Princeton, 94-75, in the semi-
finals of the Public B tournament at
The College of New Jersey in Ewing
on February 24.

Senior Chris Smith mesmerized
the Tigers by winning two individual
events and by participating on two
winning relays.

Smith and teammate Chris
Gawryluk touched 1-2 in the 50
freestyle with respective times of
:22.58 and :24.05. Smith and Deryck
Middleton finished 1-3 in the 100
freestyle with respective times of
:50.36 and :55.92. Gawryluk, Eric
Swenson, Ryan Hauptman and Smith
combined to win the 200 medley

relay at 1:47.41 and another Raider
foursome placed third at 2:03.37.
Steve Swenson, Middleton, Jon
Sheffield and Smith took first in the
200 freestyle relay at 1:37.58.

Hauptman touched first in the 100
butterfly at :57.7 followed by Eric
Swenson at :59.95. Hauptman then won
the 100 backstroke at :57.46 and
Gawryluk took third at 1:04.44. Eric
Swenson, Sheffield, Hauptman and
Steve Swenson combined to win the
400 freestyle relay with a time of 3:37.66.

Eric Swenson touched first in the
200 IM with a time of 2:11.61 and his
brother Steve placed second in the
200 freestyle at 1:56.23. Peter
Bassman and Marc Calello finished
2-3 in the 100 breaststroke with re-
spective times of 1:09.64 and 1:15.12.

VILLA GETS 4TH, ROTHSTEIN 26TH

Blue Devil Keglers Place
Fifth in State Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Carolier Lanes in South Brunswick
offered quite a challenge for the
state’s best high school bowling teams
on February 17. The lanes were set
up in Pro-Tournament condition and
the team that adjusted best, Eastern
Regional of south Jersey, came away
with the title, totaling 2,955. The
Westfield High School squad fin-
ished fifth with a total of 2,828 be-
hind the Cranford Cougars who to-
taled 2,871.

Earlier in the season, Westfield
had competed against Eastern Re-
gional in the Mid-Winter Classic and
the Bishop Ahr tournament and
placed ahead of them both times.

“They had Pro Tournament condi-
tions on the lanes,” pointed out Blue
Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone. “We
had trouble with the lanes as did all
the other teams.”

Blue Devil Scott Villa, however,
adjusted very well and placed fourth
individually with a series of 672 and
Matt Rothstein finished 26th with a
series of 560. Willy Masket, who did
not qualify for the individual champi-
onship, rolled very well with games
of 225, 226 and 161 for a series of 612.

In fact, Villa had a brilliant oppor-
tunity to take second overall but he
rolled splits in his ninth and 10th
frames of his third game.

“He really turned it on. That was
significant. He had a chance to place
second but he got those splits on the
ninth and 10th frames,” said Tirone.
“He could have been very close to
700.”

Tirone added, “Scott plays an in-
side line. In tournament conditions,
it is easier to handle the lanes.”

Westfield was matched up against
Bordentown which was the highest
qualifier entering the tournament
with a total of 3,212.

“We felt fortunate to match up
with them but they rolled really poor
and we won 7-0,” said Tirone.

The Blue Devils rolled games of
941, 952 and 935.

“In the first two games, no team
rolled that big game of 1,000 plus,
and we were sitting in sixth place just
32 pins out of first,” said Tirone.

“But Eastern and Dumont had big
third games. Fifth was a good situa-
tion. First would have been better,
but you have to take what you can
get.”

TOP 5 TEAMS:
1. Eastern Regional 2,955, 2.

Dumont 2,932, 3. Passaic 2,879, 4.
Cranford 2,871, 5. Westfield 2,828

Blue Devil Scott Villa

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CONTROLLING AN INDIAN...Blue Devil freshman Matt McManus, top,
controls Rahway Indian Yamell Bumsha and wins his quarterfinal 105-lb.
bout, 4-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
‘DENICH’ BETTER THAN BEST...Raider Matt DeNichilo, top, pries Cru-
sader Jason Best to his back to record a pin in 4:58 and to claim the 127-lb.
District 11 title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BREAKING TOWARD THE BASKET...Viking Stephanie Green, No. 22,
breaks for the basket against a Mount St. Mary defender. The Union Catholic
girls awarded Coach Kathy Matthews with her 500th career victory.


