
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, June 28, 2001 Page 5

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

After all these years, Valley National Bank is still providing the best deals
for our customers and our community. Stop into any Valley branch or 
call us and start enjoying ValleyRewards today.

[

[Introducing

ValleyRewardsSM

For New 
Checking Account

Customers

©2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. ValleyRewards—this limited-time offer is available to new Valley personal checking account customers only and may be withdrawn 
without prior notice. The ValleyRewards checking accounts will be free of service fees and minimum balance requirements for a 24-month period commencing on the day of account opening. Other fees will apply. First
order of 200 Safety Style checks will be free of charge. At the conclusion of the 24-month period, service fees and minimum daily balance fees applicable to the Convenience Checking Account program will apply, as
published in Valley’s then-current Schedule of Fees brochure. Offer limited to one ValleyRewards checking account per new customer. 

■  FREE checking for two years

■  First 200 checks absolutely FREE

When you’re approved for a Valley Check Card, you’ll 
also receive:

■  A $25 grocery certificate to a neighborhood 
supermarket

■  10-cent reward credit every time you make 
a purchase with your Valley Check Card

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

[
75 years 

125 branches
Same roots

Just like it’s supposed to be.

[

Letters to the Editor

Why Was Dr. Petix Allowed to Continue
To Speak With Storm Clouds Overhead?

Editor’s Note: The following are let-
ters sent by parent and Westfield High
School Class of 1975 alumnus, Hope D.
Canfield-Muzeni, to Westfield Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley
and Westfield High School Principal
Dr. Robert G. Petix. The letter to Dr.
Petix was edited and approved by the
writer.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Petix:
What you did to the 2001 graduating

class of WHS on June 20 was unforgiv-
able! Why did you do this to these young
adults? They have worked hard for four
years of high school for this one-day
graduation. When they can show you
and others that they are capable of great
things.

This was to be their moment to shine.
Not yours! What have you done for the
students? Nothing.

The ones who deserve the credit for
our children’s success are their teachers,
guidance counselors and special educa-
tion staff.

Why didn’t you just stop talking and
get on with giving out the diplomas? We
as parents could see the dark clouds
rolling in. Couldn’t you? You were look-
ing directly at them.

When you did decide to put a halt to
the graduation ceremonies, you said that
the students were going to Edison to wait
a half hour. If the weather cleared, gradu-
ation would continue at the field. If not,
diplomas would be given out in the
school. After 15 minutes the rain let up.
After 20 minutes it had stopped. As my
family and I walked to Edison (which
was only across the street), the students
were already outside and had their diplo-
mas. I believe you handled this matter
very poorly.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Foley:
One of my questions to you is why did

you allow Dr. Petix to keep on talking?
Could you not see the dark clouds rolling
in? I feel if you had stepped in and said
“let’s give out the diplomas then, if
weather permits, we will continue the
program.” We all would have been able to
see our children graduate. From what I
have been told by the Cranford School
Superintendent’s Office, he and the high
school principal canceled the administra-
tion speeches; they did have the student
speeches and then handed out the diplo-
mas. Why couldn’t you have done this?

Are you going to reschedule gradua-
tion? This is no way to end four years of
hard work for the students, teachers and
parents. Everyone looks forward to the
day they graduate high school. My son
was disappointed that he did not get to
receive his diploma in front of his friends
and family. One parent I spoke to told
me her daughter cried for hours. Please
don’t let it end like this for our children.

Hope D. Canfield-Muzeni
Westfield

Resident Thankful
For Return of Keys

I was at Kehler Field track in Westfield
with my daughter’s soccer team for our
weekly running practice on the evening
of Wednesday, May 30. I am their coach
and was the only parent at the field. At the
end of the practice (with four girls to take
home) I realized I had lost my keys. I had
to call my husband to come “rescue” us.

Later that night, I received a call from
Stop & Shop Food Store in Westfield.
They had my keys!

Apparently the finder of my lost keys
spotted the Stop & Shop I.D. tag on my
key ring and had the good sense to bring
them to the nearest store. Stop & Shop
was able to identify the tag and call me.

I just wanted to say thank you first to
Stop & Shop in Westfield (great system)
for identification, and especially to the
person who found my keys at Kehler
Field. Your thoughtfulness is greatly
appreciated.

Karen O’Leary
Westfield

Westfield’s Voters Should Have Final
Say on Changing Length of Terms

A bill contrary to the expressed wishes
of Westfield’s electorate awaits action
by the Acting Governor. It would change
the terms of Westfield’s Mayor and coun-
cilmen from two to four years. I have
urged him to veto it, because provisions
in the Town Charter adopted by Westfield
residents should be changed only by
them.

Westfield’s charter was designed and
written by town leaders in the 1960s.
After modifications, it was overwhelm-
ingly adopted in 1967. The charter vote
reflected the wish of Westfield to adopt
our own designed form of government,
rather than use an off-the-shelf form also
available.

Our charter includes two-year terms
for Mayor and council members, a Mayor
specifically elected by the voters, and
two council members representing each
of four individual wards, rather than
everyone being elected at large. No other
municipality has all these features.

Fundamental charters and constitu-
tions are very important. They give sta-
bility to a people and prevent rule by a
dictator or submission to an ever-shift-
ing mob rule. Changes to such instru-
ments should be made deliberately, fol-
lowing the right process, after ample
opportunity for discussion and debate.
Which is exactly what Westfielders in
the 1960s did, replacing an obsolete
format. The present charter reflects our
will, as determined at the ballot box.

I was shocked last week to read of this
legislation, which the press reported got
through the Legislature with no input
from the town’s elected officials, let
alone Westfield voters. Hence, a veto by
the Acting Governor is our last chance to
preserve the format we adopted.

This change is not something our Mayor
and council can or should decide on their

own. They should never substitute their
views for what is in a charter our elector-
ate previously adopted. This is an amend-
ment to Westfield’s “Constitution.”

I am not saying there is no merit to
such a change (although both the State
Assembly and the House of Representa-
tives also have two-year terms.) Like
many others, I have thought about a
change to three or four years. Arguments
for and against change should be made
and considered by our voters in
Westfield, not forced on us by a stealthy
legislative enactment out of Trenton,
devoid of Westfield input.

Could there be a political motivation
for this? My sources advise the bill was
sponsored and pushed by State Senator
and former Union County Democratic
Chairman Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth, who
has never represented Westfield. Insofar
as I can remember, he never did any-
thing to help this town during my years
in office. It applies only to three munici-
palities, those (a) with special charters
and (b) with populations between 28,000
and 35,000. Curious.

Westfield is joined with two Demo-
cratic Hudson County communities,
Harrison and Secaucus. If the Senator
wants to do something for his friends in
Hudson, the bill could have left Westfield
unaffected. I have to assume a motive to
help the Democratic politicians in
Westfield. The price is unacceptable,
denying Westfield voters as a whole the
right to decide their own form of govern-
ment. Westfield’s Democrats have done
very nicely on their own in recent years,
thank you; they do not need and should
not get this sort of help.

Garland “Bud” Boothe
Former Mayor, Councilman

Westfield

Scotch Plains Council Votes to Restrict
Trash Collections to After 6 a.m.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Residential trash collectors in
Scotch Plains will no longer be able
to begin their rounds in the hours
before dawn, according to the terms
of an ordinance passed on Tuesday
night by the Township Council.

Acting under the authority given
to local communities by recently-
enacted state legislation, the council
voted to amend the Township Code
so that trash, recycling and clean-up
collections at residences cannot be-
gin before 6 a.m.

The public hearing on the ordi-
nance was brief, with two
homeowners, in urging the
ordinance’s adoption, telling the
council of their experiences with trash
collectors sometimes arriving at their
homes at 3 and 4 a.m. in the morning
and disrupting their sleep.

No representatives from any of
the six haulers that perform trash
service in Scotch Plains were
present at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, although one hauler did send a
letter to the council indicating his
company’s opposition to the ordi-

nance and requesting clarification
on whether the ordinance applied
to trash collection at commercial
premises.

Township Attorney Douglas W.
Hansen noted that the language in
the adopted ordinance specifically
points out that the restrictions do not
apply to “commercial premises, ex-
cept if adjacent and/or abutting to
residential property.”

In other business, the council voted
to renew the liquor licenses for 10
local restaurants, three retail stores
and three clubs. A decision on
whether to renew the license for the
now-closed Club Malibu on Terrill
Road was put off because of various
administrative and legal matters still
pending.

A year ago, the council, acting as

the local alcoholic beverage control
authority, denied a renewal of a li-
cense to the club’s owners after sev-
eral months of hearings during which
the owners presented plans for re-
vamping and reopening the night-
club. The club has been closed since
early 1999, following a fatal shoot-
ing in the club’s parking lot.

Earlier this year, the State Divi-
sion of Alcoholic Beverage Control
issued an order permitting Club
Malibu to reopen, subject to its ad-
herence to 14 conditions.

Separately, the council introduced
an ordinance which, if passed, will
place on the November ballot the
question of whether to create a Length
of Service Awards Program (LOSAP)
for the local fire department and
rescue squad.

If township voters approve the ref-
erendum, a LOSAP would be cre-
ated as part of an effort to ensure
retention of existing members of these
units and to provide them with in-
centives for recruiting new volun-
teers.

The estimated cost of the pro-
gram is slightly more than $94,000
annually. Under the program, each
volunteer fire department and res-
cue squad member who performed
the minimum amount of service
would have $1,150 deposited into a
tax-deferred income account that
would earn interest. A public hear-
ing on the ordinance and a council
vote on whether to place the ques-
tion on the ballot will be held at the
governing body’s next meeting on
Tuesday, July 10.

Early Submission Deadline:
All press releases and sub-

missions to The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains -Fanwood must be re-
ceived no later than tomorrow,
Friday, June 29, by 5 p.m. in
order to be considered for the
July 5 issue.


