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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Oftentimes, I tend to be a bit of
a hypochondriac who always feels
like she lives the same day over and
over again, making two of Bill
Murray’s film characters quite
easy to relate to. There was his
portrayal of Phil Connors, the self-
assured weatherman stranded in
Punxsutawney, Pa. in Groundhog
Day and the “baby-stepping” pa-
tient Bob Wiley, who followed his
therapist Dr. Leo Marvin to his
family vacation by the lake in What
About Bob?

There are few comedic actors
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The entertainment industry represents the model for the public
determines the ideal looking guy – the chiseled face, dreamy eyes,
confident stride, and the laissez-faire, Rico Suave, “Smooth Operator”
mystique. As women, we may never meet some of these leading men,
but we can dream, can’t we?

In a recent edition, People magazine deduced which bachelors should
make their top 50 list. I read it last Monday night, and while it was all
well and good, it didn’t represent my measure of what makes a desirable
bachelor. (A goal of a long-term commitment would certainly be a plus,
but, let’s not take that exit.) Instead, here’s my Top 10 list:

•••••10- George Stephanopoulos – Smart as a whip with a distin-
guished style, forty-something Stephanopoulos has gone from Senior
Advisor to the President for Policy and Strategy in the Clinton
Administration to ABCNEWS Analyst and panelist on “This Week
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HUNKAPALOOZA!...Ben Affleck, David Spade, Joseph Fiennes and Matthew
Mc Conaughey make the Top 10 Bachelor List.

with Sam Donaldson & Cokie Roberts.” Representing the faction of
women who find a man’s brain
attractive, Stephanopoulos fits the
bill.

•••••9- Robert Downey, Jr. –
Trouble with a capital “T,” Downey
paints the perfect picture of the
“bad boy” that few women can
resist. With those dark, dreamy
eyes and clever wit, Downey
should move up this list once he’s
aced Rehab 101 with flying col-
ors.

•••••8-George Clooney– Catch him
if you can, Clooney is the cat’s
meow for those women who love
a challenge, trying to get a man
they will never have. It might be
easier getting hell to freeze over
than to lasso Clooney over to the
wedding altar. Still, with his charm
and mystique, women keep on
trying.

•••••7-Ben Affleck – A man with
“fame” written all over him, Affleck
is our All-American hunk with the
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – As Technical Co-
ordinator at the Summit Speech
School, longtime Westfield resident
Susan Chorost would know if books
written for and about hearing-im-
paired children were out-dated.

As a mother whose son is hearing-
impaired, she certainly understood
the everyday challenges and experi-
ences facing many of the students at
the speech school and their parents.

But, there was a void in the literary
market that needed to be filled.
After evaluating about
a half dozen books
about hearing-im-
paired children, Ms.
Chorost discovered
that not only were
the books depict-
ing outmoded
hearing aids, but
the books were not
effectively reaching
the young children.

“I was bringing in
these books to the
children,” Ms. Chorost said
of her revelation, “and realized that
they were so incredibly out of date.
I would rather bring nothing in to
them than to bring that.”

Ms. Chorost knew what had to be
done. She would write a book, with
the main character as a little boy
based on her son’s experience at the
Summit Speech School. The book
would include illustrations that were
clear and simple, using human be-
ings instead of cute, furry animals to
convey the message.

“I thought maybe I can do this,”
Ms. Chorost told The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood last Friday after-
noon.

Approximately two years ago, the
mother of three completed the com-
pelling story of “Herbie Hears the
Horn, The Journey of a Young Deaf
Child from Silence to Sound.” The
book, which will be the first in a
series, has been out for only a couple
of weeks.

“All incidents are based on my
experience with my son,” Ms.
Chorost said, adding that she spoke
with him about her literary idea be-
fore taking pen to paper.

“He thought it was great,” she

said.
According to a press release is-

sued by the Summit Speech School,
“Herbie Hears the Horn explains the
parents’ growing concern as to why

Herbie sleeps through the fire truck’s
siren and why they rarely hear his
voice.” Herbie is given hearing aids
after going to an audiologist with his
parents.

As for the clear and simple illus-
trations sought by Ms. Chorost, they
were accomplished beautifully by
artist Steven Parton, the father of a
14-year-old daughter who is hear-
ing-impaired.

Mr. Parton’s daughter went through
cochlear implant surgery, a proce-
dure Ms. Chorost intends to detail in
another book in the series.

In the meantime, the response to
“Herbie” has been phenomenal.

“Every parent looked at it,” said Ms.
Chorost. “One told me they couldn’t
read past the third page.” Quoting the
parent, she said, “I was in tears.”

While she didn’t intend to bring
readers to tears, Ms. Chorost is glad
to have evoked such a strong reaction
to “Herbie.”
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Since moving
to Union County three years ago, I
have continually been impressed by
the amount of talented individuals
who reside in this area.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the surrounding towns are all
home to a plethora of interesting,
creative people. Authors, actors, writ-
ers, musicians and directors: the list
of artistic individuals that reside in
Union County goes on and on.

I had heard the name Ann
Mineur Weeks several times
and when I was asked to
interview her, I tried
to remember where I
might have seen her
on our local stages.

She recently ap-
peared as Mother Ab-
bess in the highly
successful produc-
tion of The Sound of
Music at Cranford Dramatic
Club, (CDC), but, unfortu-
nately, I wasn’t able to attend that
show. I was delighted to learn that
Ms. Weeks musically directed CDC’s
terrific production of Mame last sea-
son. I did have the pleasure of attend-
ing Mame and it was a charming
evening of theater.

Ms. Weeks is an actress, singer,
musical director and award-winning
music teacher. A lovely woman, she is
passionate about her music and it shows.
A longtime resident of Westfield, Ms.
Weeks teaches music to students in
kindergarten through third grade in
Bridgewater and she recently received
a Distinguished Service Award for ex-
cellence in teaching.

In addition to being the recipient
of the 1995 Governors Teacher Rec-
ognition Award for the State of New
Jersey, Ms. Weeks also had the honor
of receiving the 2000 Perry Award
for her work musically directing
Mame at CDC.

A member of CDC for most of her
life, Ms. Weeks has also musically
directed productions at Plays in the
Park and currently directs The Bell
Choir at Cranford Presbyterian
Church, as well as being at the helm
of many other choir-related activities.

A soloist herself, Ms. Weeks has
conducted the Children’s Chorus at
Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
has had the esteem of serving as Presi-
dent of the Musical Club of Westfield.

Not letting any grass grow under

her feet, Ms. Weeks will spend some
of her summer vacation studying the
Orff Philosophy of Music to receive
her level-two certification.

I recently had a chance to chat with
this musical powerhouse and I’m sure
that anyone who has had the pleasure
of working with her will agree that she
is a treasure.

*  *  *  *  *
WL- Does your full-time job allow

the freedom to pursue your passion
for music?

AW- Oh, definitely. I al-
ways wonder where I

am going to find the
time. But I just get

so energized by
doing musical
theater that I al-
ways make it
work. I love it so
much.

WL- Describe
some of your fa-

vorite local theatrical
experiences.

AW- Hmm. There are so
many that were memorable. The
Sound of Music was wonderful. I’ve
also played Doris in Same Time Next
Year at CDC and I loved playing
Sarah in Company. That one I had to
learn overnight!

WL- In addition to singing and
performing in plays, you also work
quite a bit behind the scenes.

AW- Yes. I musically direct often and
I am on the casting committee at CDC.

WL- What advice would you give
to a young artist who is interested in
a professional theatrical career?

AW- When I think of my own expe-
riences, I am happy to say that I am
doing musicals as an avocation, not
a vocation. The struggle to make a
living in this business is so hard.
And, I just adore teaching. To be able
to pass along my love of all of this to
my students is so rewarding.

WL- And finally, what do you like
most about living in Westfield?

AW- This area is so central to many
activities. We have easy access to the
city, though we have Paper Mill Play-
house and NJPAC (New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center) right here, which
is great. We’re close to the country,
close to the shore. And, I have many,
many longtime friends here.

*  *  *  *  *
Well said! I look forward to any

upcoming project that will utilize
the talent of this terrific lady.

Courtesy of Ann Mineur Weeks

SINGING HER HEART OUT...Westfield’s Ann Mineur Weeks gifted her
friend with a heartfelt song during a party. Ms. Weeks is one of the town’s
talented veterans of the entertainment industry.
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GIFT WITH WORDS... “Herbie Hears
the Horn” by Westfielder Susan Chorost
revitalized the literary market that didn’t
represent hearing-impaired children
effectively.
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By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RED BANK – Last Friday night,
one of the greatest bands to emerge
from Canada entertained an appre-
ciative, if fairly mellow, audience –
The Cowboy Junkies.

If you ever have an opportunity to
catch a concert at the Count Basie
Theater in Red Bank, take advantage
of it. This 1,400 seat majestic old
theater has great site lines as well as
an exceptionally crisp public address
system.

The Junkies are in the middle of
their east coast swing promoting their

newest album, “Open” on Rounder
Records/Zoë Records).

Opening up for them on this par-
ticular evening was fellow Canadian,
Sarah Harmer, playing with just a
drummer and bass player. An artist
who was unknown to me, Harmer
mesmerized the crowd.

Martin Sexton, who is from Bos-
ton and signed to Atlantic Records,
also headlined. Sexton played catchy
blues folk with just an amplified
acoustic guitar. With a tremendous
stage presence, Sexton was called
out for an encore.

This is not an everyday feat for an
opening band, as most audiences are
lukewarm for the opening acts. But,
the Red Bank audience was very
supportive, enthusiastic and atten-
tive.

Finally at 9:45 p.m., the Junkies
casually took the stage with no open-
ing announcement.

Led by lead vocalist Margo
Timmins and guitarist/songwriter/
brother Michael Timmins, they
played a nice mix of new tunes
blended with older favorites.

For anyone not familiar with this
incredible band, their music and vo-
cal approach can be described as
ethereal, spooky, or Gothic-Country.

Margo probably has one of the
most beautiful voices I have ever
heard to date.

Highlights included “Lay it Down,”

“Anniversary Song” a riveting ver-
sion of “Something More Beside You”
with just Margo on vocals and her
brother on slithering electric guitar.
They played an interesting set list
with some very tasty surprises.

Their lead guitar player played an
electric mandolin throughout the
show, which was hooked into an
effects unit which provided spooky
backgrounds and textures.

For their encore, the Junkies sur-
prised everyone with a touching ren-
dition of the Bruce Springsteen clas-
sic “Thunder Road.” Although, the
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Bring the "Y" Home This 
Summer! 

 
Quality YMCA Swim  

Lessons in the Comfort of 
Your Own Backyard! 

 
We send a certified lifeguard & swim  
instructor to your pool for individual or 

group lessons!   
Next session begins on July 9th.  

  
For more info.  

Call  
(908) 233-2700 

ext. 223. Or log on 
our  

Website @  
www.westfieldnj.org/y 

The Westfield “Y”  

The Westfield “Y”, 220 Clark St., Westfield, NJ 

For information about “Y” programs call 233-2700 


