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Miss Susan Sheehy

To Wed Daniel Malanka

Miss Susan Sheehy and Daniel A. Malanka

Dr. and Mrs. Martin Sheehy of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Susan Sheehy of Ridgewood, to
Daniel A. Malanka of Secaucus. He
is the son of Anthony Malanka, also
of Secaucus, and the late Mrs. Bar-
bara Pomeroy Malanka.

A Westfield High School gradu-
ate, Miss Sheehy received a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree, cum laude, from
Wellesley College in Wellesley,
Mass., and a Master of Business

Administration Degree from the
University of Virginia.

She is employed by the Hertz Corpo-
ration as a business planning manager.

Mr. Malanka graduated from
Weehawken High School and earned
a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Business from Seton Hall University
in South Orange. He is employed by
Hertz Equipment Rental Corpora-
tion as the Vice President of Fleet
Operations.

A wedding is planned for July.

VICTORIAN VISION…The Osborn Cannonball House, a circa 1760 salt box
farmhouse in Scotch Plains, will be open on Sunday, July 1, from 2 to 4 p.m. On
display will be a collection of original Victorian white afternoon costumes.
Docents will give tours of the museum and gardens surrounding the house,
located at 1840 Front Street. There is no admission charge.

Fanwood Woman Volunteers
To Listen to People in Need

FANWOOD – Nancy Levine, a 52-
year-old former bank vice president
and dedicated Master Gardener from
Fanwood, has discovered that being
there to listen to someone in need is a
highly rewarding experience.

Mrs. Levine is one of nearly 100
active telephone volunteers at the
Union County-based CONTACT We
Care 24-hour telephone crisis hot
line. She spends at least eight hours
a month offering the gift of listening,
for free, to callers who are lonely,
depressed or in crisis.

“Volunteering for CONTACT We
Care makes me feel connected to
other people,” said Mrs. Levine. “I
wanted to do something to make a
difference, and volunteering for
CONTACT is a great way to give
back to the community.”

Mrs. Levine joined the 26-year-
old organization nearly four years
ago after picking up a flyer at the
Fanwood Recycling Center. She had
been an at-home mother for several
years and considered volunteering
as an opportunity for growth and
personal satisfaction.

“I had discovered that the chal-
lenge of motherhood is trying to find
the balance between the everyday
responsibilities and those things that
provide a sense of personal satisfac-
tion,” she said.

And with her interests in spiritual-
ity and channeling, her work as a
certified Master Gardener through
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, her
volunteer work at CONTACT and,
more recently, her paid work as
CONTACT’s part-time statistical
analyst, she seems to have found that
balance.

The native Californian, a business
graduate of National University in
San Diego, lived in Minnesota, New
Mexico, Ohio, Texas and New York

before moving to New Jersey 14
years ago.

Her career background has ranged
from being a bilingual classroom
aide to serving as the Assistant Vice
President of the Federal Home Loan
Bank, where she was responsible for
running the multi-user office auto-
mation system.

“In all my work, I have enjoyed
using my analytical skills and people
skills,” said Mrs. Levine. “I guess in
all my jobs I’ve been willing to take
on more and by doing so, learn so
much more.”

Mrs. Levine’s realistic expecta-
tions of her work as a CONTACT
telephone volunteer are what enable
her to find tremendous satisfaction
on the phone line.

“I have learned that many of the
callers to CONTACT have emotional
problems and very poor coping
skills,” she remarked.

“The CONTACT Volunteer Train-
ing taught me how to listen to the
callers and reflect back their feel-
ings. I realize that I can’t help the
callers by giving them answers. My
job is to listen to them and help them
arrive at their own solutions,” Mrs.
Levine added.

“That’s what I feel I have an op-
portunity to do for them on the tele-
phone line – to witness the pain they
are in, hear it and validate it without
judgment.”

For more information on becom-
ing a CONTACT We Care volunteer,
or to register for CONTACT’s up-
coming Volunteer Training Program
in July, please call (908) 490-1480.

Madison Jeanne
Welcomed By
Kolek Family

Keith and Kristen Kolek of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Madison Jeanne
Kolek, on Thursday, May 31, at St.
Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Cen-
ter in Paterson.

Madison weighed 7 pounds and 14
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brothers, Spencer,
age 6, and Riley, age 4, and her sister,
Paige, who is 2 years old.

Madison’s maternal grandparents
are Daniel and MaryLouise Hogarty
of Upper Montclair.

Her paternal grandparents are
Clarence and Christine Kolek of
Lakewood.
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NEWLY OPENED!!

• HOUSE WARMING & WEDDING PRESENTS
• FINE HOME ACCESSORIES & ACCENTS
• DECORATIVE FURNITURE & LAMPS
• TABLE TOP ITEMS
• GARDEN ART
• CUSTOM BUILT BOOKCASES
• PERSONALIZED MONOGRAMMING
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THE GIFT MONKEY

Girl Scouts of Troop No. 561
Honored With Gold Awards
SCOTCH PLAINS – Two mem-

bers of Fanwood-Scotch Plains Se-
nior Girl Scout Troop No. 561,
Katherine Walker of Scotch Plains
and Elizabeth “Beth” Gigantelli of
Plainfield, were presented with the
Gold Award, the highest award in
Girl Scouting, during a ceremony
held May 29 in the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church dining
hall.

The Gold Award is the
culmination of much
hard work, including ex-
tensive leadership, ser-
vice to others, career ex-
ploration and the earn-
ing of interest project
patches. Candidates
must also design and
carry out a Gold Award
project, involving a per-
sonal interest for which
the scout uses her tal-
ents and strengths to
demonstrate her commitment to her-
self, her community and the future.

Beth is a senior at Mother Seton
High School in Clark, where she has
served as Captain of the bowling
team, been a member of the National
Honor Society and an assistant men-
tor. She has been a Girl
Scout for 12 years and
earned her Silver Award
in 1997.

For her Gold Award
Project, she was asked
to use her technical and
computer skills to help
the Sisters of Charity.
She spent hours on the
research and develop-
ment of a CD-Rom to be
utilized by the Sisters in
recruiting new members
to their Order.

The CD includes information on
the Order, questions for prospective
members to ask themselves before
joining and photographs of Convent
Station. Beth plans to attend
Marywood University in Pennsylva-

nia in the fall.
Katherine is a senior at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School, where
she has been Captain of the tennis
team and a member of TIPPS and
SADD. She is currently employed at
Panera Bread in Westfield and will
once again spend the summer work-
ing at the Scotch Plains YMCA day

camps. She has been a
Girl Scout for 11 years
and earned her Silver
Award in 1997.

For her Gold Award
Project, Katherine
worked with officials at
St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield to
develop a newer,
brighter nursery at the
church after recogniz-
ing the need for it. To-
gether, they identified a
suitable room which
Katherine cleaned out,

relocating all the existing materials.
She then raised money for sup-

plies and went to work repainting
and decorating the new nursery. The
funds provided new floor coverings,
furniture, toys and books. In the fall,
Katherine plans to attend Gettysburg

College in Pennsylva-
nia.

During the Gold
Award ceremony, Beth
was presented with her
pin by Senior Advisor
Pat Wagner, while
Katherine was pre-
sented with her pin by
her mother. Proclama-
tions were presented to
the girls by Mayors
Martin Marks of Scotch
Plains and Louis C. Jung
of Fanwood, as well as

Stacey Manton of Washington Rock
Girl Scout Council.

Katherine and Beth were also pre-
sented with a joint resolution from
the State Senate and General Assem-
bly signed by State Senate President
and Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco and Assemblymen Ri-
chard H. Bagger and Tom Kean, Jr.

They also received numerous reso-
lutions and letters of commendation
from Acting Governor DiFrancesco
and other elected officials, along with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Principal Dr. David L. Heisey, Mother
Seton Principal Sister Regina Martin
and Executive Director Margaret
Miller from Washington Rock Girl
Scout Council.
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