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Council Expected
To Support Plan

For Fanwood Block
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

In the next step toward anticipated
revitalization of a 6.5-acre block of
downtown property, Fanwood’s gov-
erning body is expected to approve a
resolution tonight accepting a recent
recommendation by the Planning
Board that the block be designated as
an area in need of redevelopment.

The property, bordered by South,
Martine and LaGrande Avenues and
by Second Street, is made up of 24
individual tax lots representing a
variety of commercial uses, includ-
ing retail, office, warehouse and light
industrial.

On the southwestern corner of the
block is the Dean Oil site, spanning
four lots, which has remained vacant
for more than a decade. Redevelop-
ment of the property has been de-
layed because of concerns over soil
and groundwater contamination
there.

During a May 16 special meeting
of the Fanwood Planning Board, Ri-
chard Preiss presented a report out-
lining the findings of a study of the
block which was performed earlier
this year by his planning and real
estate consultant firm, Abeles Phillips
Preiss and Shapiro, on behalf of
Mayor Louis C. Jung and the Bor-
ough Council.

The comprehensive study, Mr.
Preiss explained last month, was done
to determine whether the block –
located in the heart of Fanwood’s
downtown – met the criteria for des-
ignation as an area in need of rede-
velopment under New Jersey’s Local
Redevelopment and Housing Law,
which was passed in 1992.

Although the study found certain
properties, particularly retail busi-
nesses along Martine Avenue, to be
in relatively good condition, Mr.
Preiss stated other buildings on the
block showed signs of physical dete-
rioration. In addition, he described
several lots as currently being vacant
or “underutilized.”

Because all but seven of the 24 lots
on the block met at least one of the
state’s criteria, according to the plan-
ner, the report recommended all the
properties there be included within
the proposed redevelopment area.

As Mr. Preiss explained at the Plan-
ning Board’s May meeting, desig-
nating the block as an area in need of
redevelopment would enable the
governing body to take a more “pro-
active” approach in tackling devel-
opment problems on the block.

He said it would also facilitate a
public-private partnership that would
allow officials to create a redevelop-
ment plan for the area that would
reflect the goals of the borough’s
Master Plan which could then be
implemented by the private sector.

The proposed redevelopment plan,
Mr. Preiss noted last month, would
encourage private redevelopment
and/or rehabilitation efforts by exist-
ing property owners, as well as “infill
retail development” to close existing
gaps, plus second-story additions for
offices and affordable apartments,
among other goals.

Some business owners along the
block have expressed concern that
redevelopment area status could lead
to certain establishments being up-
rooted from their current locations.

Mr. Preiss stated at the Planning
Board meeting that while the pro-
posed redevelopment plan is expected
to give borough officials power of

Ray Pardon Prepares to Pass Leadership
Of Business Group to New President in 2002

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA)
has come a long way in the nearly
seven years since it was formed.

Ray Pardon, who has headed the
organization since its inception, re-
members that the group’s first meet-
ing in the summer of 1994 was at-
tended by nine individuals repre-
senting four businesses. Today, with
SPBPA boasting about 175 mem-
bers, the group started by Mr. Pardon
can claim some success as he begins
his final year at the helm.

At the organization’s annual spring
dinner-dance last month, Mr. Pardon
said he would not seek another term

as SPBPA President next spring.
“It’s time for new ideas and new

approaches,” he told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in explain-
ing his reasons for his decision. “My
goal has always been to foster posi-
tive changes. Lately, instead of fos-
tering change, I feel like I’m holding
it back.”

SPBPA was started seven years
ago, Mr. Pardon said, “because there
was not any business organization in
Scotch Plains.” He had just opened
his Nuts ‘N Plenty shop on Park
Avenue in the downtown business
district, he recalled, and had been
appointed to a large advisory group
of local business owners and govern-
ment officials —the predecessor to

the current Downtown Task Force.
“One of the things the group

thought was needed was a business
association,” Mr. Pardon said. “And
since I was the new kid on the block,
I was given the task of getting it
done.”

Things started moving after the
group’s initial meeting. At its second
meeting in the early fall of 1994, Mr.
Pardon said, “we re-instituted the
Halloween window painting contest,”
a tradition that continues today.
“From there, it kept growing.” Under
Mr. Pardon’s leadership, SPBPA be-
gan sponsoring the annual Classic
Car Show, the latest of which was
held last Sunday, as well as the
Farmer’s Market during the summer

and the Holiday Celebration that is
held on a Sunday in December.

“We also gave some new life to
Scotch Plains Day,” Mr. Pardon said.
SPBPA has also worked on various
projects with the DECA marketing
club at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. The business association’s
scholarship fund, now in its fourth
year, awarded $5,000 in scholarships
this year. And two years ago, the
organization started up its own Web
site, www.visitscotchplains.com,
which touts not only local business
community but the entire commu-
nity in general.

Mr. Pardon feels SPBPA’s biggest
accomplishment is the fact that it
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Technology Plan Not
Just Another Checklist
On State’s Mandates
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By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The proposed 2001-2004 Technol-
ogy Plan for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Schools, which was pre-
sented to the Board of Education
June 7, is “not just a checklist of what
the state wants,” said Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye.

The 35-page document was pre-
pared by Joanne Arvay, Network Ad-
ministrator/Technology Coordinator;
Jonathan Greenberg, Technology
Support Specialist; and Kathleen
Meyer, Public Information Coordi-
nator. Lending his support and coun-
sel to the project was Jeffrey L. Ross,
outgoing Principal of Brunner El-
ementary School and former Direc-
tor of Instructional Technologies for
the district.

According to Mrs. Meyer, the fo-
cus throughout the preparation of the
report was: how is it going to affect
our students, and what difference
will this plan make?

The draft proposal outlines six
goals:

•All students and teachers will
have access to information technol-
ogy in their classrooms, schools,
communities and homes.

•All teachers will use technology
effectively to help students achieve
high academic standards as set forth
in the New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards.

•All students will have technol-
ogy and information literacy skills.

•Research and evaluation will im-
prove the next generation of technol-
ogy applications for teaching and
learning.

•Digital content and networked
applications will transform teaching
and learning.

•Technology will be used to in-
crease the efficiency and effective-
ness of the administrative and com-
munication functions in the district.

When it comes to achieving these
goals, everyone involved in the
schools — from the superintendent
to curriculum supervisors to teach-
ers to special services to the commu-
nity school/grants writer to parents
and other community groups — has
a role to play.

Board member Pat Hoynes-
O’Connor asked who would be re-
sponsible for developing a plan to
assess how student learning is im-
proved through the use of technol-
ogy. Ms. Arvay explained assess-
ment would be spearheaded by prin-
cipals at individual sites.

To board member Craig Nowlin’s
question about the affordability of
the plan, Ms. Arvay replied, “Much
of it (the plan) is using what we have
in place better.”

The board is scheduled to vote on
the proposal at its Tuesday, June 19,
meeting.

In other business, the board re-
ceived a 126-page report from repre-
sentatives of the Local Government
Budget Review division of the New
Jersey Department of the Treasury.
The budget review is a service avail-
able to municipalities and school
districts upon request. It represents a
year’s worth of information gather-
ing within the school district.

Overall, said Budget Review Di-
rector Robert J. Mahon, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood is a “successful and
well-run district.”

That being said, the report identi-
fies over $754,000 in savings that
could be achieved: $450,000 of that
are related to negotiated (contrac-
tual) changes. Areas for potential
savings include: administration, tech-
nology, instruction, business office
operations, insurance, facilities and
operations, transportation and col-
lective bargaining issues.

Mr. Mahon acknowledged his

E’Town Water Company Warns
Of Unsolicited Water Testing Kits

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Elizabethtown Water Company has
issued a warning to customers about
unsolicited water testing kits being
distributed to area residents.

The kits are being delivered door-
to-door by Aqua Technologies of
Clark, a local distributor for Rain
Soft, an international water soften-
ing company based in Illinois.

The kits also contain a question-
naire asking customers about the
quality of their tap water.

Residents are instructed to fill a
small test tube with tap water and
return it to Aqua Technologies for
analysis, along with the question-
naire.

According to Elizabethtown Wa-
ter spokeswoman Erin Reilly, the

water testing kits are not approved
by the water company and “the re-
sults may not be valid.”

“This (Aqua Technologies) com-
pany may be trying to sell water
softeners or filters,” Ms. Reilly ex-
plained.

Aqua Technologies spokesman Bill
Gray told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that the kits analyze the
water samples for hardness. The min-
eral deposits in the water make it
hard, which can make laundry deter-
gents less effective, Mr. Gray said.
He also admitted that the question-
naires and forms included in the kit
do not indicate that this is the reason
for the test.

Although it does not indicate that
this is the only purpose of the test
kits, the questionnaire forms state

that Aqua Technologies is not affili-
ated in any way with Elizabethtown
Water, Mr. Gray reported.

“We sell conditioners and filters,
which take out the minerals so that
customers can get their clothes
cleaner using less detergent,” Mr.
Gray said. “We never implied that
this was a health issue.”

According to Ms. Reilly,
Elizabethtown Water tests the water
daily to insure that it meets state and
federal standards for safety. Cus-
tomers received a copy of the
company’s 2001 Water Quality An-
nual Report with their most recent
water bill.

Officials at the water company
caution residents not to answer per-
sonal questions without knowing how
the information will be used.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
CLASSY CLASSIC…George Gribas showed off his yellow 1952 Club Coupe
Ford during the Annual Classic Car Show and Craft Fair, sponsored by the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
RETURNING TO ST. BART’S…Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains, far right, took a trip back
in time on Friday when he returned to his alma mater, St. Bartholomew’s Interparochial School for its eighth grade
graduation ceremony.
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Alan M. Augustine Dies
Following Long Illness

David B. Corbin for The Times
HE MADE A DIFFERENCE...Assemblyman
Alan M. Augustine attended the “Make A
Difference Day Walkathon,” sponsored by the
DECA Chapter of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in October 1996. A champion for stu-
dents’ issues, Mr. Augustine enacted legisla-
tion for their safety and well-being.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
and FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Alan M. Augustine, a veteran on
the state, county and municipal po-
litical landscape, lost a long bout
with cancer Monday morning at the
Father Hudson House, a hospice fa-
cility in Elizabeth.

He served in the Assembly from
December 1992 to March 31 of this
year, representing the 22nd District,
which includes Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside.

Mr. Augustine was well-known not
only for his 20 plus years in elected
office but also for his witty sense of
humor and for his sense of compas-
sion for others.

Legislative Aide Joanne Ward, who
worked for Mr. Augustine for five
years, commented that she “admired
and respected Assemblyman Augus-
tine greatly.”

“His favorite quote from the Bible
was, ‘May you come upon me when
I am doing good’. And he was a man

who could always be found
doing good,” Ms. Ward stated.

His Chief Legislative Aide
for seven years, Nancy Malool,
said Mr. Augustine was not a
typical boss; he was a friend
who was available day or night.
“He was always there for me;
always caring.” She said he
represented the “epitome of a
good person.”

She said Mr. Augustine was
one of her biggest supporters
when she opted to begin law
school a few years ago.

“There will never be anyone
like him again,” she added.
“He was one of a kind.”

Upon Mr. Augustine’s re-
tirement from the Assembly,
his seat was filled by Tom
Kean, Jr.

“Alan represents the highest
ideal for public service that
I’ve seen in a long, long time,”
Mr. Kean said, noting that Mr.
Augustine was always inter-
ested in “making a difference
in people’s lives.”

“He will be sorely missed in
Trenton,” he added.

Mr. Augustine was also well-
known for the  20 years he
spent as a member of the
Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil.

For 10 years, he was a running
mate with State Senator and now
Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco. The two also worked
together when Mr. Augustine was a
member of the council and Mr.
DiFrancesco was Township Attor-
ney.

“New Jersey has lost an outstand-
ing legislator whose compassion,
dedication and expertise were re-
spected well beyond the boundaries
of Union County and the 22nd Leg-
islative District,” the Acting Gover-
nor said in a statement issued by his

office on Monday.
“Alan showed a genuine concern

for people and demonstrated his sin-
cerity in many ways, including his
attendance at just about every com-
munity and political event to which
he was invited,” Mr. DiFrancesco
stated.

His other running mate, Assem-
blyman Richard H. Bagger, com-
mented that, “Alan was absolutely
dedicated to public service. He was
in political service for all the right
reasons.”



Page 10 Thursday, June 14, 2001 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
Block

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ray Pardon

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE
department’s focus was solely on
achieving savings and did not factor
in local considerations that may or
may not allow Scotch Plains-
Fanwood to act on the savings rec-
ommendations.

The budget review is available on
the district Web site at http://
www.njcommunity.org/spfnet/.

During the meeting, board mem-
bers awarded bids for renovations to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School auditorium (seat replacement-
$250,430, electrical upgrades-
$48,980); the high school roof re-
placement ($990,400); and the fire
alarm upgrades ($183,400) to the
five elementary schools.

Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi told board members that
bids received to date have been “some-
what lower” than originally budgeted.

Construction work at School One
Elementary and Park Middle School
should be “well underway” by the
end of June, said Mr. DelSordi. He
reviewed some of the safety proce-
dures that have been put into place at
the schools: all workers and visitors
to a construction must wear badges;
and the workmen at School One will
be identifiable by the colored shirts
they are required to wear.

The business administrator re-
ported that projects for Coles El-
ementary School and Terrill Middle
School were submitted to the state
the week of June 4. It takes approxi-
mately three months for the state
review to be complete, putting the
start date for construction at those
and other schools on or about Mon-
day, October 1.

exists and that “there is a business
organization that is now recognized
by government and by the people in
town and that provides a communi-
cations gateway for businesses to
talk to each other and to the local
government.”

On the other hand, he feels some
disappointment that his organiza-
tion has “not really been able to
influence the local government on
major issues.”

While “banners and new lighting
are nice,” Mr. Pardon said, referring
to some of the aesthetic improve-
ments made in recent years to the
downtown business district, “they’re
not significant when compared to
something like selling and develop-
ing the hedge property, which is
significant.”

SPBPA has been calling for the
hedge property, a parcel of town-
ship-owned land next to the Munici-
pal Building, to be sold and turned
into a retail-commercial building as
a way of further enhancing the down-
town area.

Mr. Pardon also said the economy
has “made it hard to attract the vari-
ety of businesses that people think
they want in town.” He did point up
the present low vacancy rate in the
business district, but said it was dif-
ficult “getting cooperation from land-
lords in renting to viable, interesting
businesses.”

As for the group’s future, “that’s
up to the next (leader) to decide.
They’ll have their own thoughts and
ideas,” Mr. Pardon told The Times,
“and they should be given the oppor-
tunity to implement them just as I
was given that chance.” But he did
state that the group should stick with
certain basic principles, such as be-
ing the voice for the local business
community and working in coopera-
tion with the local government.

eminent domain to acquire a prop-
erty if improvement efforts by the
current owner prove ineffective, a
property would not just arbitrarily
be taken away from an owner. He
additionally observed that not every
property on the block would be eyed
for redevelopment.

Following Mr. Preiss’ presenta-
tion last month, the Planning Board
voted 8 to 1 in favor of recommend-
ing to the governing body that the
downtown block be designated as an
area in need of redevelopment. The
proposal also garnered support from
elected officials when it was dis-
cussed at the Mayor and council’s
June 6 agenda session.

“Hopefully, this effort will be a
catalyst for downtown improvements
in the future,” Mayor Jung told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood af-
ter last week’s meeting. He predicted
that a redevelopment plan would
enable officials to be “involved with
land owners and business owners in
a positive manner.”

Pending approval of the resolu-
t ion accepting the Planning
Board’s recommendation tonight,
the governing body will retain a
planner – possibly Mr. Preiss – to
craft a redevelopment plan for the
block.

The proposed plan would then be
introduced via an ordinance by the
Borough Council, after which it would
be reviewed by the Planning Board
prior to final adoption by the govern-
ing body, according to the Mayor.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
ALL THE WORLD LOVES A CLOWN...On Saturday, children greeted a
colorful clown who came to celebrate the Official Grand Opening of The Town
Bank of Westfield at 44 Elm Street. Mayor Gregory S. McDermott cut the
ribbon to signify the opening of the business. During the festivities, the bank
granted a donation to the Westfield/Mountainside chapter of the American Red
Cross. The funds will be used to purchase new mannequins for CPR training.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JUNE 5
•A Swans Mill Lane resident re-

ported the theft of a bicycle from an
unlocked garage sometime over the
weekend.

•A Scotch Plains 14-year-old girl
and two Fanwood 14-year-old girls
were taken into custody and released
to their parents for shoplifting from a
Park Avenue pharmacy. The manager
of the store stated that he observed the
three girls placing items worth ap-
proximately $50 in an old bag with the
pharmacy’s logo on it. Juvenile com-
plaints are pending. The incident oc-
curred at 8:30 a.m.

•Later that day, a Scotch Plains 14-
year-old girl and a Fanwood 13-year-
old girl were taken into custody and
released to their parents for shoplift-
ing from the same pharmacy. The man-
ager of the store stated that he con-
fronted the Fanwood teen who had
approximately $30 worth of merchan-
dise on her person. Juvenile complaints
are pending. The incident occurred at
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 9
•Police received a report of a vehicle

struck by an object thrown from another
vehicle on Route 22 near Park Avenue at
approximately 12:30 p.m. on June 8,
causing damage to a side mirror.

•A Black Birch Road resident reported
a bicycle stolen sometime over the last
week.

SUNDAY, JUNE 10
•A 1998 BMW was reported stolen

from a Clydesdale Road residence some-
time overnight.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Alan M. Augustine Dies
Following Long Illness

Westfield resident Pamela S.
McClure noted that Mr. Augustine,
“worked for the underdog,” ranging
from his law requiring helmets for
children when riding scooters to his
wheelchair lemon law which protects
consumers when buying motorized
wheelchairs to his lemon law for cat
and dog purchases.

He served on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders from
1982 to 1987 and from 1991 to 1992.
Mr. Augustine served as Chairman in
1987 and Vice Chairman in 1982 and
1986.

The one person who may have
known him best during his Freeholder
years was his secretary at the time,
Mary Krech.

“He was a genuinely kind indi-
vidual,” said Ms. Krech, who said Mr.
Augustine especially enjoyed county
projects that involved children, senior
citizens and the mental health com-
munity. “He was always a champion
for those who couldn’t help them-
selves,” she said, noting that Mr.
Augustine’s door was always open to
people of both political parties.

“He never played politics with
people. He was a non-partisan repre-
sentative,” she remarked. She men-
tioned that Mr. Augustine ironically
died at the Father Hudson House in
Elizabeth, which he helped to get off
the ground through a grant issued by
the freeholder board in the 1980s.

Mr. Augustine was named to the
State Assembly in December 1992 to
replace Bob Franks upon Mr. Franks’
election to Congress and was elected
to four additional terms. As an Assem-
blyman he sponsored 26 laws, includ-
ing a recent law to create a three-year
statute of limitations on the collection
of fines on unpaid parking tickets.

He sponsored another bill that cre-
ated a task force charged with assess-
ing the risks that drivers incur while
their attention is diverted by cellular
phones and other distractions.

In an effort aimed at preventing the
spread of AIDS and other diseases,
Mr. Augustine crafted a safe needle
bill. As a legislator, he crafted one of
the first policies addressing identity
theft in the nation, according to Union
County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan.

The prosecutor said that piece of
legislation followed a symposium on
identity theft that took place in 1998.
“Alan was just a wonderful human
being,” Mr. Manahan said.

“It’s a tremendous loss. What a won-
derful, wonderful man,” said Robert
O’Leary of the prosecutor’s office. He
explained that Mr. Augustine had been
a longtime supporter of law enforce-
ment.

Mr. Augustine served as mayor in
1979, 1991 and 1996.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood  that the words
“integrity and honesty come to mind”
when thinking of Mr. Augustine.

“I always told him that the one thing
he should do is give seminars to elected
officials on ethics in government,” Mr.
Atkins said. “If anything gave the
slightest appearance of conflict, he
wouldn’t touch it.” He said Mr. Au-
gustine was also “a strong supporter
of professionalism in government at
the local, county and state levels.”

Mr. Atkins noted that Mr. August-
ine, as a member of the council in
1980, had backed Mr. Atkins’ appoint-
ment as Township Manager. “Even

after he left local government, I con-
tinued to work with him as a Free-
holder, Freeholder Chairman and As-
semblyman,” he said.

“He was a real gentleman and one
of my favorite people. The causes he
championed were not for big business
or big political contributors, but for
people with problems,” the Township
Manager said.  And, Mr. Atkins said,
“he loved Scotch Plains. He was our
biggest cheerleader.”

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Gabe
Spera, who served on the Township
Council with Mr. Augustine in the
early 1980s, also recalled Mr. Augus-
tine as “probably the most honest,
decent and ethical individual you will
meet. He dedicated his life to helping
people and was a role model for all of
us in politics.”

Mr. Spera, who called Mr. August-
ine “the most popular person in Scotch
Plains,” said he plans to form a com-
mittee to raise funds for a monument
to Mr. Augustine that will hopefully
be placed on the Village Green at the
corner of Park Avenue and Front Street.

Mr. Spera noted that Mr. Augustine,
as mayor, had originated a program
called “The Listening Post,” in which
the mayor and council members were
available to speak with residents on
Saturdays at the Municipal Building.

“Anyone who ever came to a coun-
cil meeting always had Alan’s ear.
He’s going to be sorely missed in
Scotch Plains,” he said.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender served
as a Fanwood Councilwoman at the
same time Mr. Augustine was a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Council. “I
knew him to be a genuinely kind man;
someone who cared about the com-
munity,” she recalled fondly. “He al-
ways made people feel comfortable,”
she said, noting that she was apprecia-
tive of Mr. Augustine’s kind words
during her first run for Freeholder in
1993.

Former Union County Republican
Chairman Frank X. McDermott of
Westfield said as a Union County Free-
holder, Mr. Augustine “really dedi-
cated himself to the taxpayers.” He
said Mr. Augustine always wanted to
be a state representative and was per-
sistent until he achieved this goal in
1992.

“He was great for constituent ser-
vices,” Mr. McDermott stated, noting
the former Assemblyman worked hard
to find a solution through legislative
services or administratively to solve
problems faced by constituents.

“Everybody loved Alan,” he said.
Funeral services and burial were

private. A memorial service will be
held Sunday, June 24, at 2 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Me-
morial donations may be sent to The
Center For Hope Hospice in Linden.

Joshua Tyson Accepted
To Attend Youth Forum

SCOTCH PLAINS – Recently,
Joshua Tyson of Scotch Plains was
accepted to attend the National Youth
Leadership Forum on Medicine
(NYLF/MED) in Washington, D.C.
from Sunday, July 22, and Tuesday,
July 31.

NYLF/MED is a career develop-
ment program for high school stu-
dents who demonstrate academic
excellence, leadership potential and
an interest in medicine. Joshua will
join 350 other high school students
from around the country.
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Lori Majeski Named
Director of Finance

For Scotch Plains Twp.
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The
Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Lori
Majeski, the Director of Finance
and Chief Financial Officer of
Parsippany-Troy Hills, was named
to be the new Director of Finance
for the Township of Scotch Plains
during the council meeting on Tues-
day night.

Ms. Majeski, who will begin her
duties on Monday, July 2, formerly
served in similar positions in
Piscataway and Metuchen. In addi-
tion, she served as Deputy Trea-
surer in Cranford.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins told the council that Ms.
Majeski is “a top flight person”
who had been “thoroughly checked
out.”

Ms. Majeski replaced William
Polidore, who was arrested and
charged in late April with embez-
zling township funds.

In other matters, the council in-
troduced an ordinance establishing
a 6 a.m. starting time for solid
waste collection in residential zones
in Scotch Plains.

Recently-enacted state legislation
permits local communities to regu-
late the time that private garbage
collectors can begin their pick-ups;
this was done in response to com-
plaints about garbage collectors col-
lecting solid waste at 3 and 4 a.m.

A public hearing on the ordi-
nance will be held at the council’s
Tuesday, June 26, meeting.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion extending its participation in
the Union County Sheriff’s S.L.A.P.
(Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Pro-
gram) initiative, which makes non-
violent offenders available to mu-

nicipalities to perform certain jobs,
such as cutting grass along roads,
litter pick-up, light stream clean-
up, etc.

Mr. Atkins told the council that
the program, in which Scotch Plains
participates in a shared arrange-
ment with Westfield and Clark, has
saved the township “tens of thou-
sands of dollars.” The township’s
share of the program’s cost is
$10,350, which pays for the county
law enforcement officers that ac-
company the individuals working
in the program.

At the start of its meeting, the
council approved resolutions con-
gratulating Elizabeth Gigantelli and
Katherine Walker on having at-
tained the Girl Scouts Gold Award.

The council also approved a reso-
lution congratulating the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Jazz
Band, “The Moonglowers,” and its
Director Vincent Turturiello, on ob-
taining the distinction of the Num-
ber One High School Jazz Band in
New Jersey.

The council also recognized Po-
lice Officer Warren Sockwell and
Department of Public Property em-
ployee Robert Snell on their retire-
ments.

Six members of Boy Scout Troop
No. 104 led the meeting off with
the pledge to the flag.

Members of the council were also
given time to pay tribute to the late
State Assemblyman Alan M. Au-
gustine, the former council member
and mayor, who died on Monday.

Funeral services will be private,
but Mayor Martin L. Marks said a
memorial service will be held on
Sunday, June 24 at 2 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.


