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School Choice, Making Cities Safer
Top Campaign Issues for Edgerton

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Creating safer cit-
ies in New Jersey and a choice for
parents in selecting schools to educate
their children would reduce suburban
sprawl and highway congestion, ac-
cording to New Jersey Libertarian
Party Gubernatorial candidate Mark
Edgerton.

Mr. Edgerton, who turns 51 next
month, said the current school fund-
ing system is unfair in the sense it
forces persons who own property and
send their child to private school to
pay twice – first for tuition and second
for property taxes.

The candidate favors universal tax
credits which, he said, would enable
large corporations to issue grants to
parents so they can decide the best
option for educating their child,
whether it be private, parochial or
home schooling.

“We need to have a system for school
choice,” Mr. Edgerton explained. “I
mean real freedom in education, where
the parents have a right to get the
education that that they pay for.”

“In some of our urban schools we
are not getting enough bang for our
buck. But in some of our urban schools,
we are not even getting a pop,” he told
The Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood during an in-
terview at the newspaper’s Westfield
office on Friday.

The candidate said New Jerseyans
are moving out of the cities both be-
cause of safety issues and because of
the lack of “thorough and efficient
education” in city public school sys-
tems. Mr. Edgerton said this has forced
individuals to move into suburban
towns for a strong public school sys-
tem, while adding additional com-
muters on New Jersey’s highways.

“Our current system has made it
impossible for private schools to com-
pete against the government schools,”

said Mr. Edgerton, a licensed real es-
tate broker in New Jersey. “Whenever
there is a lack of competition, there is
a lack of efficiency.” He said throwing
more money into the public schools
system is not the answer.

The candidate, who joined the Lib-
ertarian Party in 1996, favors elimina-
tion of what he described as “inappro-
priate” and “inefficient” state spend-
ing to reduce “runaway government
spending.”

Mr. Edgerton also favors initiating
some type of user fee system, when
practical, for persons benefiting the
most from government services. He
described the system on his campaign
Web site as “pay-to-play.”

On traffic congestion, the candidate
said, “it is just inexcusable” that the
state’s rail system has not been de-
signed in a manner to provide com-
muters with the options they need to
get to work.

A Lake Hopatcong resident, he
noted that many New Jerseyans com-
muting from Hackettstown find it
quicker to drive to New York City than
to take the train.

“I believe we should have a rail
system that works,” he stated, noting
this would be among his top objec-
tives as governor.

The candidate called tolls on the
Garden State Parkway and New Jer-
sey Turnpike “intrusive” and “egre-
giously costly” and inefficient, add-
ing that the tolls were to be dismantled
years ago when the highways were
paid off.

He noted that the toll system has
helped the “politically connected” to
gain “soft jobs” on various highway
authorities that govern these thorough-
fares.

On consent searches by law en-
forcement officials, the candidate said
there can never really be “informed
consent searches.” He said consent
searches not only violate the Fourth

Amendment of the United States Con-
stitution, but also the New Jersey State
Constitution.

“It’s wrong. It’s not an issue of
color. It’s an issue of right or wrong,”
he said.

If a person’s car is searched and
illegal drugs are not found, “it is a
tremendous offense (by law enforce-
ment).” And if contraband is found
after a person has given permission to
a search, he reasoned, “than the state
has failed to uphold its obligation to
give a thorough and efficient educa-
tion to that citizen,” as included in the
State Constitution.

The candidate said he would ap-
point judges “who really are concerned
with the people.”

“Today we don’t find justice in the
court room based on right and wrong.
We find justice in the court room by
how much money you pay your attor-
ney,” Mr. Edgerton explained.

On another issue, Mr. Edgerton fa-
vors moving school board elections so
they could be held in tandem with the
General Election in November. He said
moving the school elections from April
would not only increase voter partici-
pation but, he reasoned, save on gaso-
line costs and help reduce air pollution.

Speaking on the drug war, Mr.
Edgerton stated that he does not sup-
port jail sentences for persons who
commit non-violent drug usage of-
fenses. “If it (the jail sentences) don’t
make sense and are still going on, it’s
making somebody money.”

The Libertarian Party has run can-
didates for Governor since 1972. To-
day, it is the third largest political
party in the state. The party has gone
from garnering 8,000 votes in the 1993
governor’s race to over 114,000 tal-
lies in 1997’s gubernatorial contest.

“That’s a 14 times increase. It will
only take an eight times increase to
win this time,” said Mr. Edgerton.
“This is definitely a winnable race.”
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Europe’s #1 House of Beauty

HONORING OLD GLORY…Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post No. 11467 of Westfield recently donated an
American flag to the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield – just in time for Flag Day, which is today, June 14. The
flag will fly over the museum’s grounds. Pictured at the flag dedication are members of the VFW post, along with Miller-
Cory volunteers and the Westfield Fife and Drum Corps.


