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1999 was a big year for Ronnie,
who released “She Talks to Rain-
bows.” She co-produced the five-song
album with the late legendary punk
rocker Joey Ramone. Currently,
Ronnie, 54, resides in Connecticut
with her husband and two sons, Aus-
tin Drew and Jason Charles.

SEEING STARS…Between shooting scenes for their award-winning NBC drama “Law & Order,” cast members took
some time to pose with Scotch Plains resident and Leader/Times photographer Cheri Rogowsky. Mrs. Rogowsky, who
owns the shoe store below the apartment where the scenes were filmed, said cast members enthusiastically welcomed her.
Pictured, left to right, are: Jerry Orbach, Mrs. Rogowsky, Jesse Martin, and Elizabeth Rohm.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you would like to enjoy the
beautiful sounds of violin and piano
music, complete with warm and
witty anecdotes, catch the Stirling
Duo at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey on
Wednesday, June 20, at 11 a.m. Part
of their Entertainment Through
Classical Music program, this per-
formance is by the talented Joseph
Gluck on violin and Mary Bariarz
on piano. Mr. Gluck was with the
Detroit and St. Louis Symphonies,
and he now plays with the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra. Ms.
Bariarz is a member of the Paper
Mill Playhouse Orchestra, the
Wayne Chamber Orchestra and the
Northern Morris County Choral So-
ciety Orchestra. It’s only $5 for the
performance, and an extra $2.50 for
the kosher lunch to follow. Register
in advance by calling Nan at (908)
889.8800, extension no. 207.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
If you’re like me, you love

Westfield’s own Ahrre’s Coffee
Roastery and you enjoy attending
musical performances, “Coffee
With Conscience” is a win-win
event. On Saturday, June 23, at 7:30
p.m., the series, sponsored by the
Coffeehouse Ministry of the First
United Methodist Church, at 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield, contin-
ues with scott e. moore. Mr. moore
will perform his “original blend of
jazz, R&B, and acoustic rock with
a mesmerizing voice and lyrics that
draw you into another world.” Yes,
there is a world outside of Westfield!
The well-spent $10 admission fee
buys you coffee, and the proceeds
will go to several non-profit organi-
zations.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
This is a call for all you gardening

enthusiasts. On Saturday, June 23,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., you are
invited to bring your pruners, loppers
and spades to Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum, 165 Hobart Avenue, in Sum-
mit. Why, you ask? There, where
one of their favorite sayings is “Gar-
dening is much more fun with prop-
erly maintained tools,” they will
take your dull, rusty implements
and clean and sharpen them for you.
Limit yourself to gardening tools.
Horticulturist Karen Moore and her
staff will also offer more tips on
maintenance and winter storage. All
this and lemonade and cookies, too.
Members are admitted for free, and
non-members pay just $6 Check
your shrubs.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
You can schlep into New York

City or you can remain close to
home and see a closer-to-the-origi-
nal version of Cabaret at the open-
ing of Middlesex County’s 2001
Season of Plays in the Park Open-
ing night at the theatre in Edison’s
Roosevelt Park will be on Tuesday,
July 3, at 8:30 p.m. The play will run
for 10 performances until closing
on Saturday, July 14. You may bring
low back lawn chairs and place
them where you want them right
after you buy your ticket. It’s only
$3, and kids under 12 are admitted
for free. If the entire family isn’t
interested in a musical, send them
next door to the mall. Most of you
have the next day off, so you can all
enjoy your evening.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

SUMMER SESSION STILL FORMING
For Children, Teens & Adults... All Levels Welcome

For information and registration call
(908) 654-5663

500 North Avenue East, Westfield

A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

With Andy Goldenberg
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contacts:

Editor: Michelle H. LePoidevin,
michelle@goleader.com

Take the Stage: Kerrianne
Spellman Cort,
kerrianne@goleader.com

Popcorn: Mike Goldberger,
screenbear@aol.com

Music Corner: David Palladino,
davep@goleader.com

On the Beat: Andy Goldenberg,
andy@goleader.com

Backstage Pass: John D. Luerssen,
John.Luerssen@pseg.com

Get Out of the House: Carol F.
Davis, CarolFDavis@aol.com

Children’s Book Nook: Marylou
Morano, marylou@goleader.com

clude a trumpet soliloquy called
Loss, which features a solo trum-
peter lowered down on a chair
against black light lighting effects.
Other works include an African
style Marimba Spiritual called
Spiritual of the Earth, highlighting
an exciting and exotic array of Af-
rican drums.

Antics include a snare drum dual
turned duo by lead drummer Jeff
Queen and his longtime friend also
in the production, and several seg-
ments where the musicians and
front come out into the audience to
add visual and musical color to the
performance — at one point even
utilizing 20 or so Australian
digeredoos which are played
throughout the entire theater, cre-
ating an all-enveloping, earth tone
musical effect.

Additional scenes and musical
numbers include Bolero, Color
Wheel, Loss, Simple Gifts/Appa-
lachian Spring, Medea, The Prom-
ise of Living, Gee Officer Krupke,
Lemontech, and the Land of Make
Believe.

The very individuality of the
pieces constantly re-invigorate the
listener. Final unity of the show
manifests in the return of the Bo-
lero theme in the conclusion —
which rises out of the climax of the
downright exciting arrangement of
the traditional Spanish piece,
Malagueña.

BLAST is most certainly a com-
bination of traditional brass music
and high level popular culture in
distinct American style — a show
highlighting ingenuity, passion, and
assertiveness, thus exemplifying
much of what is best in our society.
It’s not for the weak-minded or
weak-hearted.

See BLAST. It leaves you with a
sense of wanting to take all your
friends along to the catch this ex-
perience.

To get tickets to BLAST at the
Broadway Theater, Broadway at
53rd, please call the box office at
(212) 239-6200 or (800) 432-7250.
Group sales (877) 536-3437 or visit
www.BlastTheShow.com.

she was employed in a business out-
side of Somerville, but commuted to
New York City in the evenings to
take part in art classes.

Aside from the Cranford grist-
mill, Ms. Kolar has also used land-
mark buildings in Garrison, N.Y. as
subject matter, while honing her
creative skills at the Garrison Art
Center. While the trip to Garrison is
a two-hour commute, it has been a
haven of inspiration for the artist.
She has also worked in studios in
Livingston, Ringwood and the
Spring Studio in New York’s Soho
district.

Color and accuracy are valued
components for Ms. Kolar when
seated before the easel.

An esteemed board member of the
Westfield Art Association, she has
been an invaluable contributor in
planning some of the organization’s
ongoing activities. Ms. Kolar has
also been a member in the Somerset
Art Association, Nutley Art Group,
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts in
Summit and Watchung Arts Center,
among others.

She has studied at the National
Academy of Design and the New
York Academy for Art in New York
City.
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WESTFIELD – Westfield au-
thor Gertrude Wood will have a
book signing of her novel, “Sin-
cerely Yours,” on Wednesday,
June 20, at 7:30 p.m. at Barnes
& Noble in Clark. She will also
discuss her novel, offer a read-
ing and answer questions.

Mrs. Wood has been a resi-
dent of Westfield for over 35
years.
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By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW YORK CITY — With all of
the incredible classical music en-
sembles that we can experience vir-
tually each weekend in New Jersey,
the haul across the river into Manhat-
tan to hear their orchestra
extraordinaire is worth the trip and
essential for the serious concertgoer.

The New York
Philharmonic sets
the standard of ex-
cellence for the or-
chestral genre in our
Metropolitan area.

Maestro Kurt
Masur, approaching
the end of his tenor
with the orchestra
he has lead since
1991, conducted the
final subscription
concert of the sea-
son in Avery Fisher
Hall this past week-
end in an all-Rich-
ard Strauss concert.

The concert in-
cluded guest so-
prano Dame Felicity Lott, singing
the Four Last Songs in addition to the
three tone-poems; Don Juan, Tod
und Verklärung, and Till
Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche.

The Philharmonic produces the
distinct sound of maturity and conse-
quence. Their sheer talent and in-
strumental control cannot be over-
looked. Individual sections of the
orchestra are fully developed and
stable; strings, woodwinds, percus-
sion and brass.

Most notably, when performing,
the orchestra exhibits the supreme
confidence of an organization who
has been number one since 1842 —
an orchestra that has “seen” and
“done.” They are not only the oldest
in America, but one of the oldest in
the world.

The former East German conduc-
tor and his orchestra attacked the
opening piece, Don Juan, with excit-
ing vigor that set the tone for the rest
of the evening. The wavering dy-
namic control that plagues many
other orchestras, never comes into
question here. The contrasts of their
breathtakingly intimate ppp was al-
ways as momentous as their “in your
face” triple-f aggressiveness.

The Strauss tone poems are not for
the weak-spirited, and the killer brass
section did an excellent job in setting
the overall aggressive tone for the
performance.

Specifically, the French Horn sec-
tion, led by Principal Philip Myers,
was in their element. In fact, the
three tone poems highlight some of
the most magnificent passages ever
written for the instrument. While the
Associate Principal Jerome Ashby
performed a flawless first horn in the
Don Juan and Tod und Verklärung,
Principal Myers defined perfection
in tone, volume and interpretation in
the Four Last Songs and the Till
Eulenspiegel solos sections.

String section in general exhibited
a warm, yet accurate and definable
sound — absolutely essential in at-
tempting to articulate the intricate
writing of Strauss. Woodwinds per-
formed in a clear and strong fashion
and major themes, as well as minor
nuances, were brought to the fore
believably by Maestro Masur in the
first three pieces.

The concluding piece, Till
Eulenspiegel, included some ques-
tionable choices of tempi concern-
ing the death of Till, the merry rouge
cavalier, in the final section of the

work.
For example, the death of Till was

excessively Teutonic. The solo clari-
net either chose or was instructed to
play through Till’s “death screams”
in almost straight tempo — taking
much away from the scene’s drama.
Furthermore, the orchestral chords
representing his death blows were
not only on the light side, but seemed

rushed as well.
The Four Last

Songs offered a
nice contrast to
the slightly more
heroic aspects of
the tone poems.
Dame Felicity,
who has sung in
virtually every
major opera
house of conse-
quence, offered a
decent interpre-
tation of the
Songs. An agile
and refined so-
prano voice, es-
pecially clear in

the upper register, Dame Felicity
offered good volume and tone
against the strong orchestra —
“against,” mind you, not “with” the
orchestra.

Ensemble effect was not totally in
sync between vocalist and orchestra
at times, as exemplified in the or-
chestra by some minor choppy trum-
pet attacks, and by some of the
unfilled space left by the soloist
during the especially slow tempi of
Beim Schlafengehen and Im
Abendrot.

The raked setup of the orchestra
is especially nice on the Avery Fisher
Hall stage, and enables the power-
ful brass to project loudly and freely
over the lower situated string sec-
tions. Woodwinds also project bet-
ter on the risers. Horns are cleverly
placed in two successive rows on
the orchestra left, facing the stage,
so the sound from their instruments,
which face backwards, can reflect
off the rear-side wall and out into
the hall. Timpani, which is correctly
placed in the center of the highest
rear riser, has to suffer however
slightly, emitting a somewhat hol-
low sound quality. Overall, acous-
tics in the spartan hall are decent.

The upcoming special summer
concerts of the New York Philhar-
monic will include concerts in Cen-
tral Park on Tuesday, July 10, with
guest violinist Joshua Bell and Mae-
stro William Eddins and on Monday,
July 16, with guest soprano Audra
McDonald and Maestro Michael
Stern.

Opening night of the 160th con-
cert season 2001, featuring violin-
ist Anne-Sophie Mutter, will be
held on Thursday, September 20.
For more information, please call
(212) 875-5757 for more informa-
tion.

Kurt Masur
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By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Warner Home Video released two no-
table DVDs this past week that you should
definitely check out.

Being There, starring Peter Sellers and
Shirley MacLaine, was probably Sellers’
last great film. He plays a simple gar-
dener whose only education has been
whatever he observed on television.
Somehow manages to unwittingly fool
Washington, D.C.
insiders that his
simple observations
on life are political
metaphors that can
help achieve world
peace. This “Idiot
Savant” theme was
borrowed for the hit
movie Forrest
Gump and I am sur-
prised nobody men-
tioned the connec-
tion.

S h i r l e y
MacLaine sizzles as
the First Lady. This
film is an underrated
gem which has only
improved with age.
I am also stoked that
one of the best films
of 2000 has finally
received a DVD re-
lease.

Like its predecessor Waiting For
Guffman, Best in Show from Spinal Tap’s
Christopher Guest is a comedy with many
of the same cast embers from Guffman,
Parker Posey, Eugene Levy and Catherine
O’Hara (from “SCTV”). However, the
subject matter revolves around a world-
renown dog show and the obsessions of
the dog owners.

As much as I loved Guffman for its
simple charm, I consistently laughed from
my belly in almost every scene during
Best in Show. Very few films can generate
that response from me. Included in this
DVD version of the film are great deleted
scenes, as well as the obligatory theatri-
cal trailer and commentary during the
film by Guest and Levy.

On Being There and Best in Show, the
digital transfers are excellent. Warner
Home video did a great job with both of
these films.

On the music front, some heavy hitters

arrived courtesy of  Warner/Reprise, in-
cluding REM’s newest offering, “Re-
veal.” While this album does feature some
of the electronic treatments that were so
prevalent on the its predecessor, “UP,”
“Reveal” is a much better album due to
its more pop-oriented slant.

Also on Warner/Reprise comes Gothic-
rock king Nick Cave, who continues his
melancholy brilliance on, “No More Shall
We Part.”

Virgin Records
brings us the new
double-live CD,
“Live From Mars,”
featuring stunning
renditions of,
“Alone” and Led
Zeppelin’s “Whole
Lotta Love.”

Our friends at
Matador Records
have brought us an
expanded re-mas-
tered version of The
Soft Boys’ seminal
1980 album, “Un-
derwater Moon-
light.” While Disc
One features the
regular album along
with outtakes, Disc
Two offers up demo
recordings of the
songs that eventu-

ally made their way onto the final cut. I
hope Matador can find more obscure
gems like this to reissue along with their
great new releases.

Sony Legacy recently reissued the best
Blue Oyster Cult albums, “Agents of
Fortune,” featuring “Don’t Fear the
Reaper,” as well as “Tyranny & “Muta-
tion” and “Secret Treaties.”

Newly-released are re-mastered ver-
sions of the Judas Priest back catalog
including, “Screaming for Vengeance,”
“Point of Entry,” “Defenders of the Faith”
and “British Steel.” All releases feature
bonus tracks as well as incredible sound.

Finally from Columbia/Legacy come
more great Miles Davis reissues including
the live “Jazz at the Plaza,” “At Newport,”
“‘Round About Midnight” and “Mile-
stones.” Jazz neophytes may want to dip
their toes into the new double-CD compi-
lation, the Essential Miles Davis or the
single CD sampler The Best of Miles Davis
and John Coltrane from the six-CD box set.
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WESTFIELD – The Department of
Fine Arts for Westfield Public Schools
has revealed that several senior students
earned scholarships during the district’s
Fine Arts Senior Recognition Evening
held on Wednesday, May 30.

Westfield Coalition Scholarships –
Allen Yu (music), Peter Yu (music), Kristi
Williams (music), Elizabeth Ottoson (mu-
sic), Jocelyn Arlington (art), Megan Rodd
(drama), Scott Brewster (all around).

National School Orchestra Award –
Andy Bhasin, Director’s Award For Or-
chestra – Peter Yu, Victoria McCabe,
Christina Yang, Allen Yu.

Louie Armstrong Award – Dan Perez,
Patrick S. Gilmore Award – Elizabeth
Ottoson, Madeline Bristol Scholarship
– Margaret Wei, Allen Yu, Peter Yu. Con-
cert Choir Award – Kristi Williams.

Hank and Marian Glass Award –
Gavin Shulman.

Drama Achievement Award – Scott
Brewster and Kevin Buckland.

Parent-Teacher Organization Award
– Fran Re (fine arts), Timothy Kelman
(crafts), Bethany Dresely (vocals), Andy
Bhasin (instrumental), Bridget Fitzpatrick

(drama).
Woman’s Club of Westfield – Eric

Spector (art), Leanne Meriton (music),
Victoria Joyce (music).

Westfield Art Association Award –
Daniel Egan, Charles Addams Art Award
– Jocelyn Arlington, Art Club Service
Awards – Rebecca Brachman, Westfield
Education Association Purchase Award
– Albert Lin, Westfield High School Pur-
chase Awards – Shannon Kunath, Kristen
Pollack, Eric Spector, Jenny Korecky,
Marc Schott, Ashley Curry, Roberta Kane-
Eizenberg, Memorial Scholarship –
Shawn McCabe, Keith S. Hertell, 2nd
Memorial Scholarship – Megan Rodd.

Westfield High School Marching
Band Scholarships – Kathy Czap,
Bethany Dresely, Timothy Kelman, Sa-
rah Merritt, Jackie Novick, Elizabeth
Ottoson, Justin Pregenzer, Meryl Roche,
Farryl Scher, Pieter VanCort, Suzanne
Schneider, Lauren Talbot, Kristina Will-
iams, Jennifer Wilson, Stephen Wilson.

Drum Major Award – Kristina Will-
iams, Jennifer Wilson, John Philip Sousa
Band Award – Stephen Wilson, Jerome S.
Morrow Memorial Award – Cathy Czap.


