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The Law Offices of
JON M. BRAMNICK
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JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

STEPHANIE ANN MITTERHOFF
Former New Jersey Supreme Court Law Clerk

Civil Appeals and Appellate Brief Writing

JOHN C. RODRIGUEZ
Workers Compensation

GARY J. GRABAS
Formerly of Purcell, Ries, Shannon, Mulcahy, & O’Neill

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

Authors of the Automobile Litigation, UM and
UIM Chapters of the ICLE Practical Skills Series

Civil Trial Preparation Textbook 2001 Edition

By LAUREN PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — Olympic silver
and gold decathlon medalist Milt
Campbell officially kicked off his
State Senate campaign Monday with
a rally at Plainfield City Hall.

A lifelong Democrat, Mr.
Campbell is running as a Republican
after party leaders approached him

following release of the map outlin-
ing the new Legislative Districts in
April.

Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco and Senate Majority
Leader John O. Bennett endorsed
Mr. Campbell and pledged him their
full support.

Mr. Campbell is the GOP candi-
date for the 22nd district and is run-
ning for the seat held for 20 years by
Mr. DiFrancesco. The newly re-
shaped 22nd district is now com-
prised of Plainfield, North Plainfield,
Linden, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Clark, Winfield, Rahway, Middlesex,
Dunellen and Green Brook.

Acting Governor DiFrancesco
stated that the district “needs to be
represented well and needs leader-
ship in the state legislature. I couldn’t
think of a better person to exude that

(than Milt Campbell). We embrace
his principles and independence.”

“Milt Campbell’s election is a top
priority for the Senate Republicans,”
said Senator Bennett. “Milt will re-
ceive the support he needs from us to
be victorious in the June Primary and
in the November General Election.”

Bob Ferrara, who also announced
his candidacy for Mayor of Plainfield,

stated, “these are candidates who
really care about you (the people).
This is the beginning of a much
needed change.”

Mr. Campbell said he wants to see
a change of politics in both New
Jersey and Plainfield.

“I am not going to Trenton, you
are,” he told supporters. “I will be
your voice.”

His platform includes providing
health care for children and senior
citizens, tax relief for seniors, safer
neighborhoods and improvements to
the educational system.

Mr. Campbell stated that he will

“be fighting to bring us all together.
I want to hear what you (the people)
have to say. I don’t want to fight for
Milt’s passion, I want to fight for
your passion. I’m going to still be the
good old boy who stands on the
corner, but I can dress up and go to
Trenton.”

The racial profiling hearings in
Trenton were also foremost on his

mind.
“We have to stop talking

about the existence of ra-
cial profiling, we know it
exists. It is time to start
looking at solutions. I will
not carry a fight to mend it,
I will carry a fight to end it,”
explained Mr. Campbell.

The candidate was the
first African-American to
ever win the gold medal for
the decathlon, in the 1956
Summer Olympics. He was
also a champion hurdler and
a professional football
player. Mr. Campbell was
chosen as The Star Ledger’s
Athlete of the Century.

Joining Mr. Campbell to
show their support were his
GOP running mates for the
State Assembly, Green
Brook Mayor Patricia
Walsh and former Scotch
Plains Mayor Gabe Spera.

Also present were cur-
rent Assemblyman Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield and
Union County Freeholder

candidates J. Ricky Badillo of Roselle
Park and Andrew MacDonald of
Fanwood.

Mr. Campbell is opposed in the
Primary by Richard Hunt of Linden.
If he wins the Primary, he will face
current 20th District Assemblyman
Joseph Suliga of Linden in the Sen-
ate race in November.

Democrats who will challenge Mr.
Spera and Ms. Walsh in the Assem-
bly district race in November are
Union County Freeholder and former
Fanwood Mayor Linda d. Stender
and current 17th District Assembly-
man Jerry Green.
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The June 21st edition includes:
• Westfield H.S.
• Scotch Plains/Fanwood H.S.

The June 28th edition includes:
• Governor Livingston H.S.
• Union Catholic H.S.

Reserve your space now!
Prior to June 15th

Call  908.232.4407 (Lauren)

Place your business card
with them in our special editions.

Freeholders OK $315.18 Mil. Budget;
Tax Levy Up Nearly $10 Million
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers took final action last Thursday
night in increasing the county’s tax
levy for the first time in five years.

The nine-member board voted
unanimously to pass the $315.18
million budget which calls for rais-
ing $159.93 million in property taxes
to support county services, a $9.8
million increase over last year. The
hike this year marks the end of a
string of six consecutive years in
which the overall tax levy either
dropped or was flat.

“You can only lower taxes so many
years in a row,” said Freeholder
Nicholas P. Scutari, noting that sala-
ries and wages alone rise annually.
He called the tax hike “very slender”
while Freeholder Chester Holmes
described it as “nominal.”

Twenty-year Union resident Tho-
mas Saccone said he pays $7,000 per
year in total property taxes. A retiree
living off his pension, he is not sure
he could survive financially in Union
more than five years. He said an
increase from the county combined
with local Union taxes amounts to “a
double whammy” for him.

“You better do something about
these taxes because I’ll tell you, it’s
getting out of hand,” he added.

County officials have said this
year’s increase was mainly due to an
$8 million shortfall in anticipated
revenue resulting from the pullout of
state prisoners from the Union County
Jail, combined with factors such as a
$1 million hit in higher energy costs.

Westfield taxpayers will pay a to-
tal of $15,018,846, representing a
$1,057,175 hike over last year based
on a total assessed value of town
properties of $1.6 billion.

The owner of a property assessed
at $175,500 will pay $1,553, a $97
hike over 2000. Westfield’s tax hike
was the fourth highest in the county
behind Linden, Elizabeth and Sum-
mit. However, Westfield’s county tax
levy for 2001 is the second highest
only to Summit among the 21 mu-
nicipalities in Union County.

A total of $8,816,156 will be raised
in Scotch Plains, a hike of $626,224
over 2000 based on a township-wide
assessed value of $839,913,700. The
owner of a home assessed at $118,000
will pay $1,170 this year, $60 more
than the previous year. Fanwood
home owners, with a total assessed
value of $203,295,100, will pay $2.5
million this year, representing an
increase of $121,998.

Based on a total assessed value of
$373.02 million, Mountainside tax-
payers will pay $4.4 million to sup-
port county services, or $244,641
over last year. For the average bor-
ough property tax payer, that amounts
to $1,456, or $78, over last year. The
average assessment in Mountainside
is $156,598.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender, a

former Fanwood Mayor and candi-
date for the State Assembly from the
22nd District, put much of the blame
on high property taxes on the Repub-
lican majority of the State Legisla-
ture in Trenton.

“In the last eight years of the most
incredible prosperity this country has
seen, we watched them (Trenton law-
makers) triple the debt,” she said.

She accused Republicans of offer-
ing “stupid gimmicks” on property
tax rebate programs instead of “giv-
ing relief to the municipalities who
are asked to actually deliver the ser-
vices.” She noted that Union County
is last among the 21 counties in the
state on a per capita basis in terms of
transportation aid for road projects.

“Why? Because the state has chosen
to spend it out in the western and south-
ern portions of the state rather than
reinvesting in their cities and fixing
what we have here first,” she added.

Mrs. Stender defended her party’s
record of leadership the past few
years, saying it increased investment
in economic development and the
county’s infrastructure and more jobs.

Veteran Freeholder Daniel P. Sullivan
of Elizabeth said this year was the first
time in seven years that he has had to
vote to support a tax levy hike.

“So I’m thinking one out of seven
is a pretty good average,” he said.
Speaking to Mr. Saccone, Mr.
Sullivan stated that Union residents
face a $28 hike, on average, in the
county portion of their tax bills.
“That’s a little over $2 a month.”

Freeholder Scutari went on to say
that “less than a fifth” of property tax
bills “goes to support this budget.”

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon explained prop-
erty taxes “are part of supporting
your local government and your lo-
cal school board.”

“That’s part of life,” she added.
In addition to the proposed operat-

ing budget, the county has a $33.5
million capital spending plan, $20.4
million of which will be generated
through the issuance of bonds and
notes. Another $12.2 million will
come from grants obtained by the
county with $850,000 from the capi-
tal improvement fund account.

The county budget includes the
jail, Runnells Specialized Hospital,
the departments of economic devel-
opment, engineering, finance, hu-
man services, operational services,
parks and recreation, county pros-
ecutor and public safety. The county
employs some 2,700 workers.

Red Cross Chapter to Hold
Lifesaving Skills Course

WESTFIELD – The Westfield /
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will be hosting training
sessions in lifesaving skills.

On Saturday, June 9, there will be a
class on Adult CPR (Cardiopulmo-
nary Resuscitation) with AED (Auto-
mated External Defibrillation) from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Infant/Child CPR class will be held
on Tuesday, June 12, from 6 to 10
p.m. This course covers choking,
breathing emergencies and cardiop-
ulmonary resuscitation for infants
through school age children. This class
is a must for any one who works with
children as well as parents, Red Cross
officials advise.

First Aid Basics will be offered on
Wednesday, June 13, from 6 to 10
p.m. This course teaches participants
how to check a conscious and uncon-
scious victim. It also covers how to

recognize and care for life-threaten-
ing bleeding, sudden illness and inju-
ries as well as choking and breathing
emergencies.

CPR for the Professional Rescuer
re-certification class is being offered
twice, Monday, June 18, and Tuesday,
June 26. Both classes are from 6 to 10
p.m. This course is for individuals
who currently hold this certification
but need to renew. This level of CPR is
needed by those who respond to emer-
gencies for their job such as lifeguards,
nursing staff and medical personnel.

All training sessions will take place
at the Red Cross Chapter House, lo-
cated at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.
Advance registration is required and
space is limited.

Interested individuals can call the
chapter at (908) 232-7090 or e-mail
westfieldmtside@crossnet.org, or by
stopping by the Chapter House.

Campbell Kicks Off Campaign
For State Senate in 22nd District

Lauren Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAMPAIGN BEGINS...State Senate candidate Milt Campbell, left, meets with Acting
Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco after officially kicking off his campaign.

Acupuncture and Herbal Clinic

All Pains Anxiety
Sport injuries Stress
Arthritis Gastrointestinal
Fibromyalgia Stop smoking
Migraine PMS
Asthma Abnormal menses
Fatigue Menopausal syndrome
Insomnia and more
Leads toNatural Healing

Ying An-Senior Discount-

 505 E. Broad St. Westfield  •  (908) 654-7304

Physician in Chinese Medicine   15 Years Experience
Licensed Acupuncturist by NJ & NY Medical Board
Faculty of Pacific College of Oriental Medicine, NY


