
Page 4  Thursday, July 26, 2001 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Fred K. Lecomte
SALES DIRECTOR

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
and the County of Union

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood and
the Township of Scotch Plains

THE TIMES

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 50 Elm Street
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Brion Devlin
GRAPHICS MARKETING

Paul J. Peyton
BUSINESS and GOVERNMENT

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $24 • Two-year – $46 • Three-year – $66 • One-year college (September to May) – $16
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —
of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

— Established 1959—

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. LePoidevin
A&E and EDUCATION

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Melissa Betkowski
EDUCATION

Town Restauranteaur’s Behavior
Shocks Long-Time Resident, Patron

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Forcipation – Torture by means of
pincers or forceps

2. Esquamulose – Having no scales
3. Abecedarian – One who teaches the

letters of the alphabet
4. Galericulate – A helmetlike cover-

ing for a head

SOLECISM
1. Acting alone
2. Amputation of the foot or part of the

foot
3. Speaking incorrectly
4. Flat-footed

ANTICHTHON
1. 1. An imaginary planet similar to

earth but on the opposite side of the sun
2. The farthest point of a planet or

moon in its orbit
3. A serum for disease in fish
4. In complete disagreement

SOLIFIDIAN
1. A sun worshipper
2. In theology, one who maintains that

faith alone insures salvation
3. An expert well-versed in the study

of sunspots and its effects on climate
4. Rumbling, vibrating

ARIETATE
1. Warlike, quarrelsome
2. Upright, fearless
3. To butt like a ram
4. Scattered; lacking organization

Answers will appear in next week’s
issue.
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As a 45-year resident of Westfield
I have seen many changes take place
in downtown Westfield. One of the
best changes has been the increase
and diversity in the restaurants in
town. The competition among local
restaurateurs (have you counted the
number of eating places in town)
must be pretty strong and we know
the rents are high.

So, I understand that the restaura-
teurs need to seat as many customers
as possible. What I don’t understand
is why the restaurateur squeezes in
more people than they can properly
serve.

Recently, while I was eating din-
ner at a local French restaurant the
owner told us that we were being
moved to a smaller table. We were
still eating. As we were hurriedly
moved I noticed the small crowd of
people gathering in the doorway of
the restaurant apparently waiting for
tables. We were very uncomfortable
with the move but were so shocked
that they were moving us we just
went along.

When the waiter finally returned
to our table, I mentioned to him that
we were embarrassed and unhappy
that we were moved to another table.
He said he would tell the owner.

Shortly, the owner approached our
table in an aggressive manner. She
loudly demanded to know if we were
embarrassed to move our table. I

replied, “yes,” and said that I have
never been asked to move my table at
any type of restaurant let alone a
four-star establishment and I was
very disappointed to be put in such a
situation. She then became loud, in-
sulting and belligerent. She pro-
claimed that she has been asked many
times at many restaurants to move
her table and if we didn’t like it we
could get out.

At that point she pulled the table
away from the wall, pointed to the
door and yelled “get out.”

My friend and I were flabbergasted
at the owner’s uncivilized and un-
professional behavior.

As we existed through the crowd
of waiting diners I couldn’t help but
think about common courtesy, pride
in good service and professionalism.
These were the missing ingredients
in the restaurateur’s recipe for con-
tinued success in a small town where
reputation and service are critical.

Karen Dorne
Westfield

Revamping of Crossway Place Finally
Completed After Three Calendar Years

Letters to the Editor

After almost two years, it finally looks as if the
reconstruction and revamping of Crossway Place
in Westfield is, mercifully, complete. The roadway
that links North and South Avenues was certainly
in less-than-stellar condition when it was closed to
traffic in late 1999. The project included construc-
tion of a new railroad bridge for the Raritan Valley
rail line running over the roadway, a widening of
the roadway itself and a new, wider sidewalk. In
addition, the northern end of Crossway Place was
to be reconfigured slightly so that, at the intersec-
tion with North Avenue, it would line up more
evenly with Edgewood Avenue on the far side of
North Avenue.

The entire project was initially expected to take
just a few months.

However, problems with the contractors delayed
the reopening throughout 2000 and led to the road’s
complete closing for a period of time last summer.

Additional delays then ensued because the town
had to wait for NJ Transit to dig out the excess dirt
that has accumulated during the project.

Further obstacles to the project’s completion arose
when Elizabethtown Gas Company had to finish
putting in new gas mains, a minor water leak was
repaired and PSE&G had to relocate some utility
poles.

All in all, not one of the more efficiently-com-
pleted projects in recent memory. Much of the New
York subway system took less time to construct a
century ago—in more arduous conditions and with-
out the equipment used in today’s construction en-
deavors. Granted, some of the delays in completing
Crossway Place were beyond Westfield’s control.
But, in comparison, the refurbishing and resurfacing
of the Hetfield Avenue bridge just down the road —
a project that involved Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
NJ Transit — took about two months.

This entire effort went on much too long, and
inconvenienced too many people in the area. We
hope that Westfield and, indeed, all the towns in our
area will strive in the future to avoid having some-
thing like a roadway repair project drag on through
three different calendar years.

Legislative Guide Aimed
At Helping Reduce Confusion
On State Government Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON

As the fall campaign nears, this
week’s column is intended to clear up
some confusion as to who our legisla-
tors are  – both in name and in the
office they hold or are seeking.

The State Legislature is made of
two houses, the State Senate and the
General Assembly. Each of the state’s
40 legislative districts include one
Senator and two Assembly members.
There are 120 legislators in total.

Each legislator has a district office of
their own or shares a combined office
with another legislator or legislators.

Terms of office for state senators
are four years, except when following
redistricting, when terms are two years
long, which is the case in 2001.

Some people have a misnomer that
Senate candidates are running for Rob-
ert G. Torricelli’s seat. Wrong. Mr.
Torricelli serves in the U.S. Senate.
The simplest way to avoid this confu-
sion is to look at the year of the elec-
tion. Congressional (House of Repre-
sentatives and U.S. Senate) or federal
elections are held in even years with
state elections in odd numbered years.
To avoid any confusion, this newspa-
per uses the words “State Senator” or
“U.S. Senator” in front of the elected
official’s name on first reference.

Currently, the towns served by this
newspaper are represented by Acting
Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco of
Scotch Plains in the State Senate and
Richard H. Bagger and Tom Kean Jr.,
both of Westfield, in the Assembly.

Senators serve on a number of com-
mittees, ranging from budget and ap-
propriations to education to environ-
ment to judiciary, which handles ap-
pointment of judges.

Assembly members serve on com-
mittees such as Banking and Insur-
ance, Consumer Affairs and Regu-
lated Professions, Senior Issues and
Community Services, Local Govern-
ment and Solid and Hazardous Waste.

The Legislature, when in session,
normally meets on Mondays and
Thursdays. Committee meetings are
posted on the state’s Website
(www.state.nj.us).

Some 5,000 bills are introduced
each year in the Legislature. Many of
ideas for bills come from constituents

who have contacted their legislator
regarding a specific issue. Upon fur-
ther research, a bill is drafted, intro-
duced and assigned to a committee.

This year there two legislative races
impacting the towns served by The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. In the
21st District, which includes Westfield
and Mountainside, there is a State
Senate race between Mr. Bagger, a
five-term Republican State Assembly-
man and former Westfield mayor and
attorney Ellen Steinberg of Chatham,
a Democrat.

The Assembly races feature Repub-
licans Mr. Kean and Dr. Eric Munoz
of Summit, both of who filled Assem-
bly vacancies over the past few
months, and Democrats Thomas C.
Jardim, a former two-term Westfield
mayor, and J. Brooke Hern of New
Providence, a former Assembly staffer
and Congressional Primary candidate
last year.

In the 22nd District, which covers
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, veteran
Democratic Assemblyman Joseph S.
Suliga of Linden will face-off against
former Olympian and Republican Milt
Campbell of Plainfield.

This district’s Assembly race is be-
tween Democrats Assemblyman
Gerry Green of Plainfield and Union
County Freeholder and former
Fanwood mayor, Linda d. Stender,
and Republicans Gabe Spera, a former
Scotch Plains mayor and GOP Mu-
nicipal Chairman, and Green Brook
mayor and former Congressional can-
didate Patricia Walsh.

*  *  *  *  *
Paul J. Peyton covers politics and

government for The Westfield Leader
and The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

Residents Asked to Support Camp
For ‘Special Needs’ Youngsters

Camp Tecumseh in Pittstown is The
Salvation Army’s camp for New Jersey
families. Since, 1964, the camp has been
a haven of love and care for over one
thousand children each summer.

Our Special Needs Reunion Camp is a
highlight of the Camp Tecumseh sea-
son. Over the past six years with the help
of the public, 500 children have attended
this session. We continue to receive a
growing number of requests for this ses-
sion and I am asking the public for help
so more deserving children can attend.

Our Reunion Camp is for children in
foster care or under state supervision
because of family crisis and abuse. A
primary goal is to reunite brothers and
sisters separated by the foster care sys-
tem so they may have a week of family
fun and sharing. Many of these children
are dealing with issues of loss and sepa-
ration.

Our program encourages family to-
getherness, character building and so-
cial development activities that include
boating, hiking swimming, sports, crafts
and nature lore.

Our camp staff and on-site profes-
sional counselors are trained to recog-
nize and address the needs of these chil-
dren. With loving care and reassurance,
we teach them their significance and
value.

This year, we will hold a “Happy
Birthday Barbecue” to reinforce the
specialness of each camper. Children
will also be given the opportunity to
purchase “back to school” supplies and
clothing through “credits” received in
our behavior modification program dur-
ing the week.

This year, we have 116 children who
want to participate. Our goal is to locate
camperships at a cost of $275 per child.
This will cover seven days and six nights
at camp and other related programs.
Anyone interested in helping can send
their check made out to: The Salvation
Army and marked “Reunion Camp,”
Post Office Box 31710, Union, 07083 or
call (908) 851-8237 for more informa-
tion. We will be accepting gifts all sum-
mer.

Lt. Colonel Norman E. Wood
State Commander

The Salvation Army
Union
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Law Establishing Registry
For Sex Offenders on Net

Signed By Acting Governor

Reader ‘Frustrated’
By Novita’s Review
Your recent review of Novita’s res-

taurant left us a bit frustrated. It started
out like a rave review and drifted off
somewhere into strange comparisons.

We wondered why the reader was
“warned” of large portions and told
there was no pizza, which was like
saying The Manor doesn’t serve peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches.

The portions at Novita’s are defi-
nitely generous which deserves applause
but more importantly the presentation
is artistic and the contents truly gour-
met. Chef Joe Carnivale does credit to
his alma mater, Culinary Arts Institute,
and deserves more credit for his achieve-
ments in the kitchen.

Your reviewer was right that Novita’s
is not crowded on week nights but they
pack them in on weekends when reser-
vations are essential.

Westfield prides itself in a wide range
of restaurants to suit every palate. You
may have guessed, Novita’s is our fa-
vorite. No, we’re not related to the
Carnivales but we wish we were.

Joan and Warren Smith

By Walking or Biking, One Can
Reduce Level of Air Pollutants

We hear much about global warming
and the negative effect that our national
petrochemical lifestyle has on the air
we all breathe. For example, an article
in the Science section of The New York
Times (February 27, 2001) linked car
emissions with higher rates of child-
hood asthma. So, how can we all lessen
the damage we do right here in our
hometown? How about walking or bi-
cycling to more destinations whenever
possible?

Besides getting exercise, saving gas
money, and sparing the air those
petropollutants, you benefit by enjoy-
ing friends’ and neighbors’ gardens. So,
go on. Wave to people out for a stroll.
Notice what the native wildlife is doing

this time of year. Look up and admire
the billowing clouds or smell the wel-
come rain coming. Buy a cupful of
sweetness from the kids with the lem-
onade stand out by the sidewalk. There’s
a summery feel to our towns that you
just miss in that air-conditioned gas-
guzzler.

Gee, it’s swell living here, especially
when you slow down a bit and smell the
roses — literally.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

HAMILTON — Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco signed legis-
lation on July 23 that establishes a
sex offender Internet registry, which
will enable the public to have access
to information about convicted sex
offenders.

“This bill makes New Jersey a
safer place for all families. Anyone
with access to the Internet will now
be able to check the Website, which
contains information on all high-risk
sex offenders and most moderate-
risk offenders,” the Acting Governor
said.

The Website, developed and main-
tained by the New Jersey State Po-
lice, will contain information on in-
dividuals determined to be Tier 3 or
high-risk for repeating their crime
and most Tier 2, those at moderate-
risk for repetition. The sex offender
Internet registry will exclude low-
risk offenders and those who pose a
moderate risk who are first-time ju-
venile offenders.

A spokesman for the Acting Gov-
ernor said this provision was adopted
because of the potential adverse con-
sequences for their rehabilitation.

“This list of exceptions points to
the care and thought that went into
this legislation. I am confident that it
will be a model for balancing the

right to know against the danger of
inadvertently creating more victims,”
said Mr. DiFrancesco.

The bill, A-4, appropriates
$500,000 to the Department of Law
and Public Safety for the implemen-
tation of the Internet registry. This
legislation also officially changes the
registration and community notifi-
cation laws to “Megan’s Law.”

“Sometimes, there are bills that
you wish you don’t have to sign
because they touch on issues you
wish you didn’t have to consider –
problems that you wish you never
had to encounter.

“I recognize that no matter how
innovative or comprehensive we are
in crafting legislation like this, we
can’t legislate safety. We acknowl-
edge that parents and families and
concerned citizens will be the first
line of protection for our children,”
the Acting Governor said.

“Megan’s Law,” enacted in Octo-
ber 1994, establishes a state sex of-
fender registry and a community
notification procedure to help pro-
tect communities by providing in-
formation about convicted sex of-
fenders to law enforcement agencies
and the appropriate community mem-
bers.

Acting Governor DiFrancesco
signed A-4 at Megan’s Place in
Hamilton Township, a park dedi-
cated in memory of Megan Kanka.
The Rotary Club of Hamilton-Wash-
ington raised money to purchase the
house where Megan Kanka was mur-
dered and replaced it with a public
park.

Megan’s parents, Richard and
Maureen Kanka, run the Megan
Nicole Kanka Foundation and joined
Mr. DiFrancesco and bill sponsors,
Senators Peter Inverso (R-14th, Mer-
cer, Middlesex) and Joseph Vitale
(D-19th, Middlesex) and Assembly-
men Joel Weingarten (R-21st, Essex
and Union) and Jim Holzapfel (R-
10th, Monmouth, Ocean).

Popcorn Should Have Been Refunded
After Rialto Theatre Canceled Movie
This is letter to tell you about an

experience I had at the Rialto Theatre
just moments ago. My husband and I
went to see Jurassic Park III. We pur-
chased our tickets, popcorn and settled
in for an enjoyable movie experience.
Wrong!

After trying to start the movie several
times, a teenage employee came in to
announce that a bulb had burned out and
the movie was canceled. Annoying, but
these things happen in life. However, I
was surprised that during the opening
weekend of a blockbuster movie, the
theatre was not prepared with more bulbs.

But that by itself is not what my letter
is about. My letter is about bad service.
In addition to getting a refund on the
actual tickets, we asked for a refund on
the tub of popcorn. The “manager,” one
Mr. Johnson, refused this request. He
told us that since we ate the popcorn, he
could not refund the money. All of about
three kernels were missing from the tub.

My husband argued with him that we
only purchased the popcorn to enjoy
with the movie. My husband also men-
tioned that since no outside food or drink
are allowed in the theatre, we had to
purchase the popcorn from their estab-
lishment. Mr. Johnson, who was all of

18, was unpleasant, unprofessional and
unable to deal with the problem. He
stood behind his little ticket booth and
was snotty.

There were only about 30 customers
for the early show and we were only in
the building for about 15 minutes. Would
it have been that difficult to make the
group happy? Has Mr. Johnson ever heard
of customer service? Was it worth mak-
ing every single person in his establish-
ment unhappy?

I would like to tell Mr. Johnson that
yes, managers do have the authority to
refund money. We had a bad experience
at the movies - oh well, but it was the way
we were treated by Mr. Johnson that we
will always remember. We live around
the block from the Rialto and will never
go back.

To all mangers everywhere, I am tired
of poor service. It is how you handle
yourself in a tough spot that will make or
break you. A customer will always re-
turn if the manager made a wrong right
and was professional. And what are we
really talking about - four lousy bucks
for a tub of popcorn that we left on the
counter.

Jennifer Edmondson
Westfield


