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Website Sponsored by DWC
Marks Fifth Year on Internet
WESTFIELD – The Website http:/

/westfieldnj.ataclick.com, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), is celebrating its fifth
year on the Internet.

The Website is designed as a direc-
tory where each of the listings can be
updated by the listing owner over the
Internet. The site contains more than
250 listings of Westfield stores, res-
taurants and theaters, non-profit
groups and sports teams.

The listings include menus, cur-
rent theater times, store hours, cou-
pons and other information. In addi-
tion, the top pages of the site, featur-
ing news about the downtown, new
stores, Westfield events and infor-
mation about upcoming plans for the
downtown streetscape improve-
ments, are updated daily by
Webmaster Beth Brenner Stahl.

The site also offers resources about
local organizations, volunteer oppor-
tunities, parks, schools and service
groups, with a focus on downtown
Westfield and the activities of the DWC.

“We started revamping the site
about three months ago and have

seen a dramatic increase in interest
and hits to the site,” revealed Sherry
Cronin, DWC Executive Director.

The Website was begun five years
ago through a research partnership
with AT&T. Dr. Karrie Hanson, an
engineer with AT&T and a Westfield
resident, was instrumental in estab-
lishing a partnership with AT&T to
get the resources to design, build and
operate the site. Since its inception
on July 23, 1996, the site has changed
continuously and has evolved into
what the DWC has described as a
“lively, real-time Westfield commu-
nity network.”

Directory listings on the site are
free of charge and available to
Westfield businesses, non-profit
groups and sports teams. In addition,
if a business is located in the down-
town Special Improvement District,
it can utilize the services of Ms. Stahl
for help with design and updating
and is eligible for features such as
“Click of the Week.”

For additional information, please
visit the Website or call the DWC at
(908) 789-9444.

Attacking Hi-Tech Criminals, Community Cops
Among Initiatives of Prosecutor Thomas Manahan

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is
the second in a summer series of
articles on law enforcement leaders
in Union County. This week’s story
focuses on Union County Prosecu-
tor Thomas V. Manahan.

*  *  *  *  *
At first glance, the desk of Union

County Prosecutor Thomas  V.
Manahan might look like any other. A
neatly-arranged set of Yankees base-
balls, a copy of Tom Brokaw’s “The
Greatest Generation,” and a series of
law books complete a modest display
— the kind of balance you’d expect any
well-rounded official to have.

But tucked behind the metal plate
that bears his name, Mr. Manahan, a
Scotch Plains resident, keeps a small
slip of paper. It reads: “Begin some-
where. You cannot build a reputation
on what you intend to do.”

For the Union County Prosecutor,
“begin somewhere,” might be as much
an understatement as it is a motto. Mr.
Manahan oversees a dizzying array of
county law enforcement projects, from
the John H. Stamler Police Academy to
the Narcotic Strike Force.

And, in part to these programs’ credit,
Union County has followed national trends
and enjoyed a decrease in certain crimes
over the past few years. In the county, the
violent crimes index (the number of vio-
lent crimes per 1,000 residents) dropped
13 percent last year, following a 7 percent
decrease the year before.

But though that may be cause for
celebration, Mr. Manahan said that
crime isn’t vanishing as quickly as the
numbers might suggest. He noted that
though the number of violent crimes is
dropping, hi-tech crimes such as iden-
tity theft and child pornography, are on
the rise. The Internet, in effect, has
given crime a facelift, and new means
for criminals to conduct the same fraud
and theft that they did before.

Two weeks ago, Mr. Manahan met
with the first group session of the Hi-
tech Crimes Task Force, an expansion
of the unit he created in April 1999 and
broadened this past March. According
to Mr. Manahan, this new team will
employ the combined forces of his of-
fice and members of local police depart-
ments, who will be trained to become
“cyber detectives.”

“Law enforcement must be dynamic,
because the criminals are dynamic,”
said Mr. Manahan, who said that hi-
tech crimes have been a concern of his
since he took office in 1997.

The new task force, which will utilize
police officers from throughout the
county, is the first such program of its
kind in New Jersey, Mr. Manahan said.
He said that as new technology makes
crimes easier, county agents will need to
keep up with the changing types of crime.

“Frankly, our (cyber-crime) laws are
inadequate,” he said. “The computer
has allowed for more preferential sex
offenders to have contact with poten-
tial victims.”

Still, while the county is pushing for
new ways to stop crime as it adapts, it
is also looking to prevent it before it
occurs. Continuing what Mr. Manahan
noted was a nationwide trend, the other
big initiative in his office is crime pre-
vention, particularly through an effort
known as community policing.

Essentially, the idea behind commu-
nity policing is to put police officers
back in touch with their communities,
to get them to know and interact with
the people they serve in ways other
than issuing tickets or responding to
incidents. Part crime prevention strat-
egy, part public relations campaign,
the philosophy behind community po-
licing boils down to making police
officers more accessible to the citi-

zenry, basically putting the “public”
back in “public service.”

“It’s beyond a trend now, it’s almost
a credo of law enforcement,” said Mr.
Manahan. The new policy is somewhat
of a throwback to the idea of the cop on

the beat, he said, which became anti-
quated once new technology allowed
officers to do most of their work from
their squad cars.

“An unintended negative conse-
quence of that (technological develop-
ments) was that the police did not ever
interact in what I call a positive way
with the citizenry,” he said.

One of the community-based initia-
tives is the Save A Life Today (SALT)
project, which provides educational and
recreational programs for at-risk youth
and the elderly. Calling the project his
first big initiative, Mr. Manahan ex-

plained that the nearly four-year-old plan
is being piloted in sections of Plainfield
and Elizabeth, the two cities which ac-
count for over half the county’s crimes.

“I believe it has been very success-
ful,” Mr. Manahan said. “We’ve made

slow and steady progress.”
The approximately 225 employees

in the prosecutor’s office work with the
SALT program and a wide number of
other initiatives, including a child abuse
unit, domestic violence unit, major
crimes unit, asset forfeiture unit — the
list is long. And many of these pro-
grams are deeply integrated with the
nearly 2,000 law enforcement agents
in the county, making their reach much
larger than the prosecutor’s staff alone.

“This office has a lot of existing pro-
grams that have done exceptionally well,”
said Mr. Manahan with a hint of pride.

After being appointed by former Gov-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman, Mr.
Manahan is now into the last year of a
five-year term that he began in July 1997.

Prior to that, he was an assistant
prosecutor for the county and a partner
in the law firm of Satterlee Stephens
Burke & Burke LLP. His area of prac-
tice was commercial litigation and
employment law.

Mr. Manahan also served as the
Municipal Prosecutor in Westfield
from 1986 to 1993.

Though he cannot describe his typi-
cal day, Mr. Manahan said his work is in
some ways a 24-hour operation. Though
he said it is sometimes frustrating that
he can’t practice law the way he used to,
Mr. Manahan said he loves his current
job, calling it the best he’s ever had.

“You can’t have a better job than
being a prosecutor,” he said.
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COUNTY’S TOP PROSECUTOR...Union County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan sits behind his desk which displays a series of New York
Yankees’ baseballs.
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