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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

WESTFIELD — From Satur-
day, July 27, to Saturday, August
18, Juxtapose Gallery in Westfield
will present a special show, “Fine
Line Block Prints in Fine Line
Frames.” It is the second year that
Juxtapose has collaborated with
friend and master framer, Sandra
Newman.

For several years, Ms. Newman
and her associate Joseph Ebler have
created many intriguing frame de-
signs for Juxtapose clients, who
were delighted with the work. In-
spired by the Arts and Crafts Move-
ment, their frames reflect the time-
honored virtues of artistry and in-
tegrity of materials.

This year, a special emphasis will
be placed on Japanese woodblocks,
which came into being in the middle
of the 17th century. The woodblock
is said to be the combined effort of
the artist, woodblock cutter and the
printer. This high level of technical
achievement combined with pure
beauty is a wonder to behold.

In 1854, Admiral Perry “opened
Japan’s door” and the woodblock
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became popular in the civilized
world. Since their introduction they
have been collected by such no-
tables as Van Gogh, Monet and
Frank Lloyd Wright.

Mrs. Newman’s frames lend them-
selves particularly to these
woodblocks as well as old photo-
graphs and antique tiles, all of which
will be on display and for sale at
Juxtapose from July 27 to August 18.

HONORABLE HONOR...During the opening reception of the Union County
Senior Citizens Art Exhibition, held at the gallery of Elizabethtown Gas Company,
Liberty Hall Center in Union, Millicent K. Brody of Westfield, left, won an

Honorable Mention Award for her pho-
tograph, “Ellis Outlook.” A correspon-
dent and food writer for The Courier-
News, Ms. Brody’s original photo accom-
panied her recent article, “A Visit to Ellis
Island.” Deb Hargiss, Program Consult-
ant for the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, joins Ms.
Brody.
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POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stepping stones are becoming
ever so popular, and here’s a chance
to learn how to make a set of three.
The Reeves-Reed Arboretum in
Summit is offering this class for
adults on Saturday, July 28, from
9:30 to 11 a.m. Members pay $18,
and non-members pay $24. You can
create more than three if you pay an
additional fee. Have fun setting the
concrete with shells, glass, and other
memorabilia. Put ‘em in your gar-
den, or give ‘em to your friends. Call
Nancy to register at (908) 273-8787.
So get up early, even though it’s a
Saturday, and get creative.

*  *  *  *  *
Mother Goose Rock is at the

Forum Theatre at 314 Main Street in
Metuchen until Saturday, August 4.
If your kids love nursery rhymes,
and you like rock music, take them
to see this performance. As the writer
of the story tells me, Mother Goose
is away on a vacation, and the Crooked
Man has changed all of her nursery
rhymes. Help her to get them right
again. It’s just $10, but call for tickets
at (732) 548-0582. See it on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, or Saturday.
There is some audience participa-
tion, which kids seem to like. Sit in
the back if you’re shy.

*  *  *  *  *
A local team has come together to

bring audiences a production of Pip-
pin, the highly acclaimed Broad-
way musical. The story is about the
son of Charlemagne, and his quest
for fulfillment. Will he end up a
barbarous murderer, just like his
father? The event, presented by the
Cultural and Heritage Committee
of Linden will take place at Linden
High School’s air-conditioned Au-
ditorium from July 27-29 and Au-
gust 3-4. The Mystic Vision Players
version will cost you a lot less. Call
(908) 925-9068 or (908) 925-8689
to reserve a seat for only $10.

*  *  *  *  *
Enter the Spirit World with puppe-

teer Steve Abrams, who will perform
stories and myths from the Pacific
Northwest Native American culture
on Wednesday, August 1, at 1:30
p.m. at the Trailside Nature & Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside. This
event seems suitable for kids and
adults alike, but don’t bring children
under four-years-old. It’s only $4 per
person, and you will learn about the
creation of the world and the return of
the sun through this talented
puppeteer’s use of props. He will tell
three tales. The center is located at
452 New Providence Road.

*  *  *  *  *
Summer must be the time for

musicals. Oliver! opened last night
in Roosevelt Park, Edison, and will
run for 10 nights until Saturday,
August 4. Adults pay just $3, and
children under 12 are admitted for
free. You can purchase tickets as
early as 5:30 p.m., then place your
low-back lawn chairs in a good spot,
and at 8:30 p.m. sit back and enjoy
the Dickens-inspired story of an or-
phan workhouse boy and his misad-
ventures with the comic rogue Fagin.
There will not be a performance on
Sunday, July 29.

Clip & Save!
Westfield Jazz Festival
Schedules (Tuesdays 7 -9 pm)

(7/31-North Avenue at Elm Street),
Christopher Dean Band (7/31-E.
Broad & Mountain Avenue), Sunna
Gunnlaugs Quartet (7/31-Corner of
Quimby & Elm Streets), and Chris
Fiore Jazz Trio (7/31-Corner of E.
Broad & Elm Streets).

The Score:
Tallies Some

Good Performances

By MICHAEL GOLDBERGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

2 & 1/2 popcorns

It’s Mission Impossible with character-
ization. More specifically, it’s Mission Im-
possible with characterization by Brando,
De Niro, and young Academy Award nomi-
nee Edward Norton. Think about it. When
was the last time you saw a movie boasting
more than one actor who has reached that
rare thespic pinnacle, referred to by last name
only? Of course, it’s a bit early in the game
for Norton to be considered for that rare
honor. But he certainly has all the makings.

The assemblage is no mistake. It’s a cast-
ing coup. Three generations of exceptional
actors. Hence The Score, about the daring
heist attempt of a 16th century French royal
scepter from the Montreal Customs House,
is practically more an event than a film.

Unfortunately, the script by Daniel E.
Taylor and Kario Salem and the direction by
Frank Oz aren’t quite up to the occasion.
While Oz does a workmanlike job of mov-
ing the story along, his directorial wand
lacks the grand flourish that might have
catapulted this caper from gold-filled cliche
to 24-karat entertainment.

Especially unfortunate is the director’s
failure to make full use of the Montreal
location. A more inventive and sweeping
camera might have employed majestic im-
ages to add an international note of romance
to the derring-do. It would also provide a
dramatic counterbalance to the inherently
claustrophobic details that go into stealing a
$30 million scepter from an ironclad vault in
a heavily-guarded government building.

How much can you watch De Niro’s stunt
double do the spider walk on the ceiling of the
Customs House basement? You know the
routine by now. There’s a guard here, there’s
a guard there. Their idiosyncrasies are duly
noted. There are security cameras everywhere.

And then there’s modern civilization’s
answer to the moat: that matrix of red electric
eye lines that crisscrosses every which way
in a coldly electronic web of theft deterrence.
First of all, you need special glasses to see
them, probably only available at Hammacher
Schlemmer. And then you have to limbo
under and hop over them if you don’t want
to make the whole place go bonkers with
alarms. This unhappy event would in all
likelihood dispatch you to prison where
you’d have many years to discuss with your
esteemed colleagues what went wrong with
your get rich quick scheme.

Said possibility is precisely what Nick
Wells (De Niro), safecracker extraordinaire,
has to weigh when mastermind and fence
Max Baron (Brando) presents him with the

proposition to purloin the artifact in question.
It’s a piece of cake, assures Brando’s

Max, a wonderfully sarcastic glint in his eye.
You see, the young man who brought him
the job works inside the Customs House.
Portrayed by Norton, Jackie Teller has gained
the confidence of his fellow employees by
posing as Brian, the janitor’s cerebral palsy-
stricken assistant. The neophyte thief is ob-
viously quite talented, but a bit young and a
little too cocky for Nick’s tastes.

He’s okay, says Max, his heft, mystique
and white suit reminiscent of Sydney
Greenstreet. But Max does seem a bit des-
perate, and a little nervous. Word is he owes
the boys some money. And hey, can we
really trust this kid? Who is he anyway?
You’ll have to wait until the double-twist
ending to find out.

Again, you know the drill. De Niro’s
Nick is a gentleman thief. Gee, he’s really a
good guy. If only you knew him. Great
apartment, too. Problem is, he just has this
one bad habit of stealing what belongs to
other people. Been doing it for 25 years. But
now he just wants to put his jazz bistro on
solid footing. Strictly legit, see? Then he and
his gal, portrayed by Angela Bassett, can get
married and sail off into the sunset. And all
he needs is this one big, last job.

Ever hear of this plot before...the one last job
routine? It’s been a favorite ever since Aesop
invented it. What’s amazing is the filmmakers
had the chutzpah to trot out the old saw. Which
means A, they just weren’t thinking. Or B, with
these big name players they figured it didn’t
matter what the screenplay was about. But
what’s more amazing is the metaphorical heist
that Brando, De Niro and Norton conjure in
practically pulling it off anyway, in spite of the
shopworn story and uninspired direction.

None of this is to say that any member of
this premiere triptych is going to collect an
Oscar come next March. These aren’t the
sort of performances that win awards. But
they are endearing on their own terms and in
context of the task at hand.

Borrowing a smidgen of mood from the
film noir ranks, they create an aura of time,
place and mission. We are convinced that
they are men of action willing to risk it all
rather than live lives of quiet desperation.

Matching subtleties in dueling banjos fash-
ion, whether it’s De Niro and Brando squar-
ing off or Norton and DeNiro trading barbs,
the scene study quality of their interactions is
where The Score gains its most points.

*  *  *  *  *
The Score, rated R, is a Mandalay and

Paramount Pictures release directed by
Frank Oz and stars Robert De Niro, Marlon
Brando, and Edward Norton. Running time:
124 minutes.
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Union County is paying
tribute to the artistic endeavors of its
senior citizens at the 2001 Union County
Senior Citizens Art Contest and Ex-
hibit, currently running at the NUI/
Elizabethtown Gas Building in Union.

Eligibility for the show is limited to
Union County seniors aged 60 years
and older, both professional and non-
professional. Categories represented
are acrylic, craft, drawing, mixed me-
dia, oil, pastel, photography, sculpture
and watercolor.

Over 100 county senior citizens par-
ticipated in this year’s event, which
was co-coordinated by Teya David and
Debbie Hargiss, both Program Devel-
opment Specialists with the Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

“In this annual show, our county’s
senior artists prove that talent has no
age limit”, said Alexander Mirabella,
Chairman of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. “Their work is
outstanding and deserves to be en-
joyed and honored.”

Three prominent artists,
Bonnie Maranz, Russell A.
Murray, and Jose Rodeiro
judged the contest and exhibit.

Ms. Maranz is Public Rela-
tions and Gallery Coordinator
of New Jersey Center for Visual
Arts in Summit, where she also
teaches painting and drawing.
Mr. Murray is a 2001 recipient
of a New Jersey State Council
on the Arts Fellowship. His solo
exhibition at the Morris Mu-
seum reflects his commitment
to the African-American com-
munity.

Mr. Rodeiro is a professor at
the New Jersey City Univer-
sity. He has received fellow-
ships in painting from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts,
the Fulbright Program and the
Institute for International Edu-
cation.

This is the second Senior
Art Award for Westfield resi-
dent Fay Pell, who won First
Place this year in the Pastel
Division for “Sleigh Ride.”

Two years ago, Mrs. Pell
won First Place in the Collage
category. The 88-year-old
great-grandmother credits an
art class she took at the Jewish
Community Center in Scotch
Plains for awakening her artis-
tic talent.

According to Mrs. Pell, the
heavy winter snows of her childhood
were the inspiration for “Sleigh Ride.”

Winners from Westfield include
Millicent Brody, Honorable Mention
in photography, Janette Goldstein, First
Place in sculpture, Don T. Ho, Honor-
able Mention for watercolor, Lydia
Brunelli, First Place in professional
watercolor and Phil Kass, Honorable
Mention in professional watercolor.

Jim LaBirt of Fanwood won Second
Place in the pastel category. From
Scotch Plains, George Hodges won
First Place in photography.
Mountainside resident Isabelle
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WESTFIELD – The Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival,
sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, has been ex-
tended another week until Tuesday,
August 7.

The weekly jazz festival is held
every Tuesday from 7 to 9 p.m. on
the sidewalks of downtown Westfield.

Due to rain on the evening of July
10, another week has been added to
the schedule.

Performers on August 7 will in-
clude Phoenix Rising, Scarlett Blue
Band, Alfred Patterson Trio, Soul Jazz
Trio, and another group from the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts.

Jankowski was awarded Honorable
Mention in oil and Jane Whipple Green,
Second Place in professional oil.

First place winners will represent
the county at the 35th Annual New
Jersey Senior Citizens Art Competi-
tion in September.

Originally a project of the state Divi-
sion on Aging, the Art Contest and
Exhibit is now co- sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, the Department of Economic
Development, Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, the Department of
Human Services, Division on Aging

and NUI/Elizabethtown Gas.
Funding has been made possible

in part by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State.

The 2001 Union County Senior
Art Contest and Exhibition is open
to the public and runs through Fri-
day,  August  10.  The NUI/
Elizabethtown Gas Company build-
ing is located at 1085 Morris Avenue
Union. The exhibit is in the Liberty
Hall Center. Hours are Monday
through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The site is wheel chair accessible.
For more information, please con-
tact the Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-2550.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATERCOLOR WINNER... “Elm Street” by
Westfield resident Phil Kass took home the
Honorable Mention award in the category of
Professional Watercolor. The piece was part of
Union County’s Annual Senior Citizen Art
Contest and Exhibit.
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July 31st Performers:
Sunna Gunnlaugs Quartet
Phoenix Rising Quintet
Chris Fiore Jazz Trio
Chuck Lambert
Christopher Dean Band

Location:
Corner of Quimby & Elm Streets
Central Avenue near Bombay
Corner of E. Broad & Elm Streets
Lawn in front of North Ave. Train Station at Elm St.
Felice Building at E. Broad St. & Mountain Ave.

Appearing on Tuesday, July 31, 2001
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Every

Tuesday

Extended

to Aug. 7th

5th ANNUAL JAZZ PERFORMANCES IN
DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD, NJ
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Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JAMMIN’...Members of Rewind, Ron Del Prete, left, and Ben Lobrace had
crowds roaring last week in the Village Green Concert Series with covers of
some oldies and newer selections.

By MATTHEW J. SEAGULL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Turn on
MTV any day, and there will be mostly
teeny-bopper music on. The radio
airwaves are dominated by the pre-
fabricated voices of Britney Spears,
N’ Sync and The Backstreet Boys.

What has happened to all the
great Rock and Roll music of the
60s, 70s, 80s and 90s? It was at the
Village Green in Scotch Plains last
Thursday, provided by the Scotch
Plains-based band, Rewind.

As part of the Village Green con-
cert series, Rewind played covers
of Rock and Roll hits from the 60s
up to the 90s.

The band kicked the set off with
“Hard to Handle,” an early 90s hit
by The Black Crowes. The song
began with a pounding drum solo
by John Peluso, which was imme-
diately followed by the driving bass
of Ron Del Prete, the guitar strings

of Ben Lobrace and the dulcet tones
of lead singer Fred Rosado.

The bands covered by Rewind
ranged from The Rolling Stones to
the Who, The Blues Brothers to
KISS and The Ramones to Cream.

Rewind even covered The
Beatles. Rosado and Lobrace
sounded eerily similar to John and

Paul on their cover of “I Should
Have Known Better,” complete with
the high-pitched voice modulation.

Most of the songs were fast and
upbeat, but the band wasn’t afraid to
slow down and play a ballad, such as
“When a Man Loves a Woman.”

A rendition of “Centerfield” was
dedicated to the Scotch Plains Base-
ball teams, complete with Mr. Del
Prete wearing a SP-F baseball cap.

Rewind closed the set with “Born
to be Wild,” as they said goodbye to
the crowd during the solos.

One of the more interesting as-
pects of the show was Mr. Rosado’s
guitar, which was hooked up to a
keyboard piano. The guitar played
many different sounds, including
saxophones on “Wild Night” by
Van Morrison.

Mr. Lobrace also wailed on the
harmonica on a number of songs,
such as “What I Like About You”
by The Romantics.

Although they showed great
chemistry on stage, Rewind has
only been together for six months.

“We were a merger of a couple of
bands,” said Mr. Rosado. “Ron’s
(Del Prete) nephew, and we were
looking for a keyboard player, a
singer and a guitar player, and then
Fred (Rosado) showed up,” said
Mr. Peluso.

Despite the short time together,
Rewind has enough experience to
play at the highest level.

“We have been playing for quite
a while. I’ve been doing it since I
was 13-years-old. John (Peluso) has
been doing it for a long time.

So we have probably 100 years
of experience between all of us,
said Mr. Rosado.

As for the pop? “We still listen to
today’s music. We are pretty much
up to a 90s cover band, but we plan
on doing some newer stuff in the
future,” said Mr. Rosado.

Chen include opening up the all-strings
group to other instruments and offer-
ing more venues where the musicians
can express their creativity. Allowing
flexibility in practice schedules is also
important to the founding members.

The free membership is not limited
to musicians in a certain area; some
come as far away as Hillsborough,
while others are as close as Cranford.

Westfield students include Carina
Don, Cynthia Killian, Thomas Killian,
Maggie P. J. Lee, David Louie and
Christina McCabe. Hailing from
Scotch Plains, Cristina D. Dyogi, Wil-
liam Shore and Hyacinth D. Dyogi
participate. Clifford Chou of Berkeley
Heights, Laura Wagenblast of
Cranford, and Daniel Hedinger are
also local talents.

“There are no prima donnas in our
group,” said Ms. Hedinger, “All we ask
is that you come prepared and play
well.” To participate, advanced ability
on a string instrument, availability for
concerts and rehearsals are required.

The Summer Youth Ensemble Festi-
val will be held on Wednesday, August
1, at 7 p.m. on the lawn of Arthur L.
Johnson High School, Westfield Av-
enue in Clark. In case of rain, the
concert will be relocated to the school
auditorium.

For more information, please con-
tact Ms. Hedinger at (732) 499-7213.

Before the Arts & Entertainment
Editor turned into a pumpkin, it was
time to catch the 9:55 p.m. train back
to Westfield. NJPAC guards were
gracious enough to call a cab, which
promptly arrived and helped us make
the train on time.

During the trip back, we recalled
all of our favorite morsels of the
reception and the play, learning from
our Loop experience and lauding the
smooth ride offered by NJ Transit.
We chatted with a friendly trainman
about the Somerset Patriots and we
made memories among colleagues
that we are sure to recall in days to
come.


