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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Resident Backs
McGreevey
In Radio Ad

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As Democrat and Woodbridge
Mayor Jim McGreevey brought his
gubernatorial campaign to Westfield
last week, one resident delivered the
candidate’s message to thousands of
others.

Jill Sawers, a local independent
voter, was featured in Mr.
McGreevey’s first radio ad of the
general election.

In the ad, she called Republican
gubernatorial candidate and former
Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler
“out of step” with her values, citing
his pro-gun and anti-abortion posi-
tions.

“And while most of us with chil-
dren are trying to make our schools
better, Bret Schundler’s proposals
actually take money out of public
schools,” she said toward the end the
60-second spot.

A housewife and mother pursuing
her second master’s degree, Ms.
Sawers has voted for both Republi-
cans Christine Todd Whitman and
Ronald Reagan. However, she has
also voted for a number of Demo-
crats, including Senator Jon Corzine
and former Westfield Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim.

In a later interview, she said that
Mr. Schundler “is just very extreme
on his views.” Ms. Sawers noted that
she was originally supporting Act-
ing Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco.

The release of the ad last week,
complimented by one from Mr.
Schundler’s campaign, has left some
analysts wondering why both candi-
dates have started their media com-
mercials so early in the year.

This past weekend, Mr. Schundler
aired his first television advertise-
ment of the season, criticizing Mr.
McGreevey’s record as Woodbridge
mayor and calling the candidate a
“machine politician.”

Bill Guhl, spokesman for the
Schundler campaign, said they
wanted voters to understand the dif-
ference between the two candidates.
He said there is less time before the
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Bids for Pool Design
Plans May Come

By Summer’s End
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann will meet with en-
gineering and design professionals
Schoor DePalma of Manalapan this
week to finalize the design plans that
will go out for bid for the construc-
tion phase of the Memorial Pool
renovation project.

If everything goes according to
schedule, bids for the construction
phase of the project are expected to
go out by the end of July or early
August and be awarded by the end of
August.

The Recreation Commission hopes
to begin the first phase of construc-
tion on the pool by early fall and to
complete the construction by the
summer of 2002.

The pouring of concrete will have
to wait until after the last frost, which
usually occurs in April, according to
Mr. Kaufmann. If next spring is par-
ticularly rainy, then construction
could be delayed and may postpone
the June 2002 opening of the pool. In
that event, the commission will in-
form pool members ahead of time
about the possible delay.

The commission hasn’t yet de-
cided what remedy will be offered if
the opening is delayed.

The Memorial Pool renovation
project was first proposed in 1999
and included extensive renovations,
some of which were subsequently
scrapped due to residents’ objections

that the expansion would severely
impede on their adjacent yards. Less
extensive renovations were agreed
upon after many meetings between
commission members and residents
in the area.

The pool complex currently in-
cludes a 50-meter pool measuring
165 feet by 75 feet, a 40-foot by 60-
foot diving tank, a kiddie pool and
playground, while the adjacent Me-
morial Park includes six tennis courts,
four softball fields, two basketball
courts, two soccer fields and two
handball courts.

The final pool renovations in-
clude replacing the existing diving
tank with a smaller diving tank, the
addition of two water slides with a
24-foot by 28-foot splash down
area, the addition of a lap pool,
adding picnic tables and large um-
brellas and upgrading other minor
features.

The total cost of the pool project
will be approximately $1.2 mil-
lion, which is funded entirely by
pool membership dues and not tax
dollars. A plan to upgrade and reno-
vate the adjacent Memorial Park is
also in the works.

Discussions for the design phase
of the park project will be re-ad-
dressed after construction for the
pool is underway, Mr. Kaufmann
reported. The park renovations will
be funded by property taxes and
was estimated to cost approxi-
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Campaign Trail Leads McGreevey
To Westfield and Scotch Plains
By STEPHEN CHIGER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

He came, he saw, he shook hands.
That’s what candidates do, and that’s
what brought Woodbridge Mayor and
Democratic gubernatorial nominee
Jim McGreevey to Westfield and
Scotch Plains last Wednesday, day
nine of his walk across the state.

As they go, the five hours of cam-
paigning were fairly standard. But

somewhere amid the handshakes and
photo opportunities, the candidate
paused to address some of his views
on education, which has come to the
forefront since a recent Quinnipiac
University poll pegged it as the top
concern for state voters.

Standing at a podium in a Westfield
High School (WHS) classroom, Mr.
McGreevey highlighted his support
for the New Jersey Education Facili-

ties Construction and Financing Act,
passed one year ago, to provide state
monies for public school construc-
tion projects.

Under this legislation, both
Westfield and Scotch Plains are now
receiving millions of state dollars
toward school modernization initia-
tives.

The candidate said the act would
make renovations affordable, while
providing tax relief for local resi-
dents. He said that in a single year,
state funding received in Westfield
will translate to a savings of $55 per
average town taxpayer.

Mr. McGreevey and his supporters
criticized GOP opponent and former
Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler, a
1977 WHS graduate, for opposing
the law and broadly supporting
voucher-type initiatives.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William J. Foley said that the high
school is expecting approximately
500 additional students in the next
five years, and that a voucher system
would not solve space problems in
Westfield.

“I think it’s significant that he (Mr.
Schundler) has been here — he gradu-
ated from here — and he could walk
through these halls and recognize a
lot of stuff,” he said.

However, Bill Guhl, spokesman
for the Schundler campaign, said in
a phone interview that Mr. Schundler
wasn’t necessarily against the school
construction act, but that the candi-
date felt he had a better option.

Mr. Schundler’s education plan is
essentially a new twist on the voucher
idea, providing tax incentives for
those who donate to private school
scholarship funds. Mr. Guhl said that
this system would also encourage
the creation of more charter schools.

Though the Quinnipiac poll indi-
cated that more New Jersey voters
were in favor of a voucher system
than against it, Mr. McGreevey said
the private school system simply can’t
support the 1.3 million students re-
ceiving public education. Mr.
McGreevey said that his opponent
would “pull the plug on public edu-
cation.”

Still, the discussion’s focus on
education did not prevent Mr.
McGreevey from repeatedly noting
Mr. Schundler’s much-maligned anti-
abortion and pro-gun views, which
run counter to the overall state con-
sensus.

“I think he’s outside the main-
stream values,” said Mr. McGreevey
of his opponent. “The notion of con-
cealed weapons on (East) Broad
Street in Westfield is clearly not a
mainstream value.”

Mr. McGreevey’s visit came at a
time when both parties have begun to
step up campaigning efforts. Last
week, the two camps surprised pun-
dits by kicking off radio ad cam-
paigns, which typically don’t start
until after Labor Day.

This past weekend, Mr. Schundler
aired his first television ad, attacking
Mr. McGreevey’s record and touting
his own. Both parties brushed aside
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McGreevey Meets Supporter
Of Campaign Finance Reform

By STEPHEN CHIGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The silhouette of Steve Ma sug-
gests something magnificent. Cut
against the backdrop of New Jersey’s
varied landscape, it one is of a lone
citizen walking across the state, an
American flag draped over his shoul-
der.

Mr. Ma’s cause is campaign fi-

nance reform, and similar to Demo-
crat Jim McGreevey’s trek across
New Jersey, he’s going from to town
to town to spread his message.

The reform-centered tenor of the
walks may be one of the few things
Mr. Ma’s and Mr. McGreevey’s tours,
which crossed paths last week in
Westfield, have in common.

It was day nine of Mr. McGreevey’s
journey and day 86 of Mr. Ma’s,
when they briefly met at around 11
a.m. last Wednesday to talk politics.
Though Mr. McGreevey said he is in
favor of campaign finance reform,
he would not commit to Mr. Ma’s
agenda, calling public financing of
elections a goal more than an imme-
diate solution.

“Right now, the state is confront-
ing a $20 billion deficit,” said Mr.
McGreevey, who added it would be
his charge as governor not to incur
any further obligation.

Mr. Ma said that by cleaning up
campaign finance, public money
would not be wasted on sweetheart
deals that drain state coffers. He cited
the Atlantic City Tunnel as one such
occurrence, which he said could fund
elections for the next four to five
years.

“Candidates for office are basi-
cally doling out favors to their con-
tributors,” he said.

Citing a 1999 report by the State
Election Law Enforcement Commis-
sion, Mr. Ma said that in New Jersey’s
last state election, candidates who
outspent their opponents won their
races 92 percent of the time, and that
two-thirds of that money came from
only 67 donors.

Subdivision of Historic Marsh House
Approved by Town Planning Board

By JAMES M. FOERST
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Planning Board gave
the green light to the subdivision of
the historic Charles Marsh House
property on Salter Avenue in Westfield
during its meeting on July 9.

Theodore Alley, who owns the
property at 500 Salter Place, will
soon go forward with plans to subdi-
vide the land into two lots.

The historic home will not be af-
fected, but the lot will be reduced by
half creating a second lot of 10,497
square feet and measuring approxi-
mately 70-feet x 150-feet.

Designated in 1998 as a historic
landmark by the Westfield Preserva-
tion Commission, The Charles Marsh
House was built in 1775 by Charles
Marsh and is one of only a small
number of Revolutionary War era
homes remaining in town.

The building was originally lo-
cated on Benson Place, but was
moved to Salter Avenue in the 1950s.

It was purchased by Mr. Alley in
1983, a distant relative of Mr. Marsh.

The request to subdivide the prop-
erty met with opposition from both

the public and the planning board.
Board member Martin Robbins

expressed his desire to maintain the
compatibility of a new home to those
that exist in the surrounding commu-
nity. He said he was “concerned that
on a lot of this size, a house out of
scale to others in the neighborhood
could be built.”

A Westfield ordinance limits the
size of homes to 35 percent of the
total square feet of the lot on which
the home is built, according to the
planning board officials.

This particular lot could carry a
home of approximately 3,675 square
feet, “much larger than other homes
in the neighborhood,” noted Plan-
ning Board Chairman Robert Newell.

Board member William Ziff said
that the Marsh property “is the focal
point of the neighborhood; it defines
what this neighborhood is.” He said
that “to build on the property as

proposed will intrude on the charac-
ter of the surrounding community.”

Chairman Newell added that he
would like to see plans for a home
“balanced to the neighborhood as
opposed to putting in the largest pos-
sible home on the lot.”

After reaching a compromise with
Mr. Alley, the application was ap-
proved. The applicant agreed to sub-
mit the plans for any construction on
the new lot to both the Westfield
Architectural Review Board, as well
as the Westfield Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

However, the review by these com-
mittees would be for guidance only
and would not be binding on the
property owner.

Mr. Alley also agreed to retain a
large row of cedar trees on the east-
ern side of the property as well as
agreeing to limit the size of any new
home to 3,200 square feet.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Nov. Ballot to Include
Freeholder Candidate,

Westfield’s Jeff Schundler
By STEPHEN CHIGER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Bret Schundler isn’t the only mem-
ber of his family running for political
office.

Robert Jeffrey Schundler, a
Westfield resident and older brother
to the Republican gubernatorial hope-
ful, is expected to be approved as one
of the party’s candidates for the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers on Monday evening.

Mr. Schundler will take the place
of Paul Marques, who dropped out of
the race in early July, citing time
constraints, according to Union
County Republican Chairman Ron
Frigerio.

Mr. Schundler gained the recom-
mendation of the local party’s screen-
ing committee at its meeting this
past Monday. No other candidates
showed up to compete for the posi-
tion.

“It wasn’t one of the things I was
expecting, I can tell you that,” said
Mr. Schundler, who had originally
lost in the Primary election. Running
on his brother’s ticket, and against
the county line, he earned 5,667 votes.
Mr. Marques received 9,097.

“We are happy to have him on the
line with us,” said Mr. Frigerio, sug-
gesting that the county committee
may have invited him to run origi-
nally, but did not know he had wanted
to seek a seat on the freeholder board.

The potential candidate said that if
elected, he would focus on stream-
lining government, including the
contracting and subcontracting of
businesses and reforming medical
insurance for county employees.
Politically, he said that he agrees
with his brother on almost all issues,
with the exception of abortion.

Mr. Schundler said that his
brother’s name recognition should
boost his campaign. Since he is run-
ning in a county with an all-Demo-
cratic freeholder board, he may need
that recognition.

He said that one of his campaign

strategies would be to convince dis-
enfranchised Democrats to vote for
his party. “(Local) Republicans say
they never win these elections. Now,
if I’m not going to win this election,
I’ve got nothing to lose,” he said.

If the Schundler brothers are both
elected, Mr. Schundler said that
Union County could become a pilot
area for larger state plans.

“If he (Bret) had a program he
wanted to try someplace, and I
thought it was a good program, I
would try to get it done in Union
County.”

He offered a policy of streamlin-
ing tenure as an example.

Mr. Schundler also noted that in
this instance he would have a direct
way of bringing county information
to the governor.

Like his brother, who is the former

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
A BEAUTY OF A BOAT…Seated in the Town of Westfield boat, Mayor
Gregory S. McDermott proudly displays his “Blast 10” watercraft, which he
entered in Sunday’s first annual Westfield Mayors’ Regatta.

Stephen Chiger for The Westfield Leader
PUBLIC GATHERING…Woodbridge Mayor and Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Jim McGreevey, center, met outside of The Westfield Diner, with
members of the community last Wednesday during a tour through Westfield
and Scotch Plains. Pictured, above, Mr. McGreevey poses for a photograph with
local political officials.

Stephen Chiger for The Times
MEETING OF THE MINDS…During his walk through Westfield last week,
Democratic gubernatorial candidate and Woodbridge Mayor Jim McGreevey,
center, took time to speak with Steve Ma, right, who is working for campaign
finance reform. They sat down at The Westfield Diner to confront the issue,
where they were joined by a campaign worker.
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Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

FOCUSING ON EDUCATION...Democratic gubernatorial candidate and Woodbridge Mayor Jim McGreevey visited
Westfield High School (WHS) on July 11 to show his support for the School Facilities Financing Act and the aid it provides
to suburban school districts. Pictured, with Mr. McGreevey during his visit, was: Assistant Superintendent of Human
Resources Margaret Dolan; Assistant WHS Principal Robert Eyre; Superintendent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley;
Board of Education President Arlene Gardner; Executive Director of the Garden State Coalition of Schools Lynn
Strickland and WHS Assistant Principal John Farinella.

Playgrounds Offer Full Array
Of Fun for Kids in Westfield

By ERIN COCKREN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The yelps,
screams and hollers coming from
inside the brick building resound
throughout the playground, and yet
not one head turns. But don’t worry,
it is not as bad as it sounds, every-
thing is under control. It’s just an-
other game of Indian Pin, the pre-
ferred summer activity at Wilson
Elementary School.

The Westfield Recreation Play-
ground camps are in full swing
again this summer and the fun is
free flowing. The playground pro-
gram is a free seven-week day camp
open to children who will be en-
rolling in anywhere from first to
seventh grade in the fall. As always
the camps are located at all six
elementary schools: Jefferson,
McKinley, Tamaques, Wilson,
Washington and Franklin, as well
as at the Neighborhood Council.

The summer activities kicked off
on June 26 and will come to a finale
on Friday, August 10.

Here the possibilities with which
to fill the hot days of summer are
endless.

The mainly high school and col-
lege age counselors engage the kids
in everything from arts and crafts
to kickball to a ride on the tire
swing. On the playground there is
always the classic swing set and
slide. But there are also ongoing
kickball, softball, Noc Hockey and

tetherball tournaments. Not to men-
tion every variety of tag imaginable,
candy hunts and capture the flag.

Inside there is battleship, Connect
Four, card games, and of course an
intense round of Indian Pin. For those
artistically inclined, once a week
schools are treated to a special Arts
and Crafts leader, but there are crafts
masterpieces being created daily. To
keep the kids further entertained most
days are given a theme such as beach
day or birthday day. Plus, every
Monday the campers splash the day
away at Memorial Pool.

The annual Playground Fair is a

favorite event where the kids make
their own booths and activities. The
fair will take place July 12 from at
all playground locations. Every site
had booths with traditional favor-
ites like ring toss, dinner food for
sale and prizes to win.

Jefferson included ring on the
cone, guess how many candies are
in the jar, football toss, wheel of
fortune, a bike wheel game, de-
sign your cookie and a temporary
tattoo booth. All proceeds from
the fair go to funding special events
and trips for the remainder of the
summer.

Erin Cockren for The Westfield Leader
ANYONE FOR CARDS?...These first graders show their cards to The Westfield
Leader roving reporter.

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Clip & Save!
Westfield Jazz Festival

Schedules (Tuesdays 7 -9 pm)
(7/24-Central Avenue in front of
Bombay), Michael Craig Band
(7/24-Elm Street in front of Cafe
Java), Dave Leonhardt Trio (7/
24-Quimby Street), Chuck Lam-
bert (7/31-North Avenue at Elm
Street), Christopher Dean Band
(7/31-E. Broad & Mountain Av-
enue), Sunna Gunnlaugs Quar-
tet (7/31-Corner of Quimby &
Elm Streets), and Chris Fiore
Jazz Trio (7/31-Corner of E.
Broad & Elm Streets).
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Pool Design
mately one cent per $100 of as-
sessed value. The total projected
cost for the Memorial Park renova-
tions is estimated to be approxi-
mately $2 million.

A detailed blueprint, indicating
the renovations to the pool com-
plex will be published sometime in
the next few weeks after they are
finalized by Schoor DePalma.

The training of Recreation De-
partment staff in the new photo ID
system began on Tuesday. Instruc-
tions for obtaining a new photo ID
will be published in The Westfield
Leader and posted at the pool.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Campaign Trail Leads McGreevey
To Westfield and Scotch Plains

the media moves, saying that they
only want to make voters aware of
the differences between the two can-
didates.

Though he lost the 1997
Governor’s race by a slim margin,
Mr. McGreevey was defeated by in-
cumbent Christine Todd Whitman
by relatively larger amounts in this
area, recording an almost 2-to-1 loss
to the former governor in Westfield.

Former Westfield Democratic
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim thinks
things might be different this time
around.

“Every once in a while the real
thing comes along, and Jim
McGreevey is the real thing,” he
said.

During his visit, Mr. McGreevey
came to Westfield around 11 a.m.,
biking over from neighboring
Cranford. Met by a crowd of close to
50 supporters, he was followed
through the town by an entourage of
local Democrats, some of who are
involved in their own political cam-
paigns.

The day marked the completion of
120 miles of Mr. McGreevey’s trek
across the state, leaving 11 days and
180 miles to go. His tour will end on
Sunday in Cape May.

Following a closed meeting with
Union County municipal police
chiefs, Mr. McGreevey spent the
morning strolling through Westfield’s
downtown, stopping to introduce
himself to store proprietors and resi-
dents. He greeted two local resi-
dents, Rita Laine and Eileen
Nathanson, as they were eating a
meal at Vicki’s Diner.

Ms. Nathanson, a Democrat, and
Ms. Laine, a Republican, said they
would both vote for the candidate.
Ms. Laine cited a number of his
policies, including his stance on
school construction, as the reasons
for her support.

“I like his energy,” she added.
Later that day, Mr. McGreevey

visited Scotch Plains, home of would-
be opponent and Acting Governor
Donald T. DiFrancesco, for a similar
walk.

Matthew Glennon, a Fanwood resi-
dent, attended the gathering.

“I think he (Mr. McGreevey) seems
very straightforward,” Mr. Glennon
said. “He seems knowledgeable of
the issues and he clearly has oppo-
site views of Mr. Schundler, who I
find to be very scary in his platform.”

According to a Gannett poll pub-
lished this past weekend, Mr.
McGreevey currently enjoys a nine
point lead over his opponent. The
margin of error for that study is 4.3
points.

John Losavio, owner of John’s
Meat Market, greeted Mr.

McGreevey like an old friend when
he entered his store. He said he re-
called Mr. McGreevey from the last
time he was campaigning.

“(That’s) our next governor, folks,”
he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Radio Ad
election than people think.

To be certain, this year’s contest
will be a race to secure New Jersey’s
independent voters, which comprise
over half of the state’s electorate. To
that effect, Ms. Sawers represents
two of the most coveted voting blocks
for this election: women and moder-
ates.

Mr. McGreevey told The Westfield
Leader that the ad featuring Ms.
Sawers was designed to appeal to
moderate Republican voters, many
of whose votes are up for grabs now
that Republicans Bob Franks and
Mr. DiFrancesco are no longer in the
race.

Ms. Sawers’ husband, Gregory, is
the treasurer of the Westfield Repub-
lican Committee. While he did not
want to comment about the upcom-
ing election, he said that he respects
his wife’s opinion.

“She and I just differ on this
issue,” said Mr. Sawers, who plans
to vote for Mr. Schundler in the
fall. “With a little bit of luck she’ll
see the error of her ways.”

Assembly Bill Would Require
Employers to Negotiate Job Titles

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The State
Legislature recently introduced a bill

which would require public employ-
ers, including local municipal gov-
ernments with civil service employ-
ees to negotiate any job title changes

with the collective bargaining unit
whose members would be affected
by any such changes.

Assembly Bill No. 3653, spon-
sored by Assmblyman Nicholas R.
Felice (Bergen-Passaic) and Assem-
blywoman Rose Marie Heck
(Bergen), would, if enacted, infringe
on “a management prerogative that
should not be eroded,” said Thomas
E. Atkins, Township Manager for
Scotch Plains. The township would
be the only local community affected
by the legislation.

Specifically, the bill states, “Titles
shall not be established, consolidated
or abolished by public employees
except pursuant to a written agree-
ment” between the public employer
and the bargaining unit.

Currently, local governments can
add or eliminate job titles as they see
fit, in light of changing circumstances
or employee departures.

“It doesn’t happen very often,” Mr.
Atkins told The Westfield Leader. In
fact, he said job title elimination in
Scotch Plains has only occurred once
in the more than 21 years he has been
Township Manager.

The legislation would make it
mandatory for local government, in
its role as personnel authority, to
negotiate any changes with the local
unions.

“If I wanted to create a job title, I’d
have to negotiate,” Mr. Atkins said.
“And if I wanted to eliminate a title
for reasons of efficiency and economy
because the duties and responsibili-
ties may have changed, I’d also have
to negotiate.”

While not deeming the proposal to
be overly important, Mr. Atkins said
he “shouldn’t have to negotiate” such
matters. The legislation was intro-
duced last month and is currently
being considered by an Assembly
committee.

Scotch Plains officials recently sent
a letter to Acting Governor Donald T.
DiFrancesco, informing him of their
opposition to the bill.
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Steve Ma
He said he was disappointed by Mr.

McGreevey’s response. “At this point,
both McGreevey and (Republican op-
ponent Bret) Schundler seem like
they’re trying to avoid the issue.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Ma said he has
received a lot of support from New
Jersey residents.

“I’ve gotten an extremely positive
reaction from everybody except poli-
ticians,” he said. According to Mr.
Ma, only Independent Candidate and
State Senator Bill Schluter (R-Mer-
cer) has supported what he considers
meaningful reform.

Mr. Ma’s agenda includes public
financing of elections, new restric-
tions on campaign donations, and
incentives for candidates to reduce
the amount of money raised in state
elections. He said that other states,
such as Oregon, Colorado and Maine,
have passed similar policies with
encouraging results.

Mr. Ma, a Metuchen resident, quit
his job at the New Jersey Public
Interest Research Group to begin his
walk. He set out on April 16, hoping
that about 1,500 miles and six months
later, he would end up in Trenton
with enough popular support to make
campaign finance reform a priority
issue — just in time for November’s
election.

Embarking on the most grassroots
of campaigns, Mr. Ma depends on
New Jersey residents to volunteer
places for him to stay each night.
Behind the scenes, his wife Pam
does most of the work for his trek,
arranging places for him to speak
and sleep.

Woman Rescued From Fire
In Cacciola Place Building

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Two Westfield po-
lice officers and a fire department lieu-
tenant rescued a wheelchair-bound
woman from her second-story apart-
ment Sunday afternoon while battling
a blaze which had erupted on the first
floor.

Carol L. Jackson was found in her
apartment at 202-206 Cacciola Place
and brought to safety by Lieutenant
William Morrison of the Westfield Fire
Department and Officers Gregory W.
Kasko and Frank Moya of the
Westfield Police Department, who
were searching apartments for vic-
tims as firefighters combated the blaze.

All were subsequently treated for
minor smoke inhalation by Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad personnel and
released, Fire Chief John Castellano
confirmed this week. Several other
people in two other apartments in the
building escaped injury.

Firefighters, who were alerted to
the blaze at 8:58 p.m., arrived at the

scene to find heavy smoke and flames
shooting out a front first-floor win-
dow and encroaching on the second
floor apartment immediately above it.

A search of the first-floor apart-
ment using an imaging camera uncov-
ered no victims, according to a report
issued by the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment. An attack line was utilized to
extinguish the fire and another line
was put in place to prevent the fire
from spreading to other apartments.

Chief Castellano said members of
his department fought the fire for more
than an hour. Off-duty firefighters had
been called in to assist with the effort.

A secondary search of the first floor
dwelling conducted after the fire was
extinguished revealed that a pet cat
belonging to the tenants there had
perished in the blaze.

All apartments at the building were
ventilated and checked with carbon
monoxide detectors before the occu-
pants were allowed to reenter them.
The Red Cross and Family Services
personnel assisted with arranging
placement for the first-floor apartment
tenants that evening. They stated that
they would be staying with their daugh-
ter.

An investigation of the incident re-
vealed that the blaze started in a front
bedroom in the first-floor apartment,
according to fire officials, although
the cause remained unknown at press
time.

The apartment where the fire oc-
curred sustained heavy fire and smoke
damage. There was also smoke dam-
age to the other units in the four-
apartment complex and the apartment
directly above the one where the blaze
began had damage to the ceiling, walls
and floor.

5th ANNUAL
JAZZ PERFORMANCES IN

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD, NJ
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY
EXTENDED

TO AUGUST 7th

July 24th Performers:
Michael Craig Band
Dave Leonhardt Trio
Scarlett Blue Band

Location:
Elm Street in front of Cafe Java
Quimby Street in front of Scott’s Shoes
Central Avenue in front of Bombay

Quimby & Elm Streets, July 24th 6:30 to 9:00 pm

Entertainment sponsored by: Downtown Westfield Corporation featuring “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” performers Michael Craig Band, Dave Leonhardt Trio & Scarlett Blue Band.

Mark your calendar for August 28th
for another Classic Car Show

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jeff Schundler

Kelsey Ill Placed
On Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent Kelsey Ill was among 600
undergraduates named to Denison
University’s spring Dean’s List
by University Provost David
Anderson.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Ill of Westfield, Kelsey
graduated Westfield High School
in 1999.

At Denison, Kelsey is a junior,
majoring in German.

mayor of Jersey City, Mr. Schundler
is no stranger to politics. He has served
as the Co-Chairman of the New Jer-
sey delegation to the 1995 White
House Conference on Small Business
and has been a statewide advisory
board member of the New Jersey
Small Business Development Center.

He is also a member of the New
Jersey Guardian Advisory Council,
part of the New Jersey Federation of
Independent Businesses.

“What interested most of us was
the fact that he brings an entrepre-
neurial element to the ticket,” Mr.
Frigerio said.

Mr. Schundler has lived in
Westfield since 1978, and is the Chief
Financial Officer and Controller of
the Schundler Company, a Metuchen-
based firm that produces perlite and
vermiculite, minerals used in con-
struction.

After graduating from Penn State
University in 1968, he joined the
United States Army, becoming a First
Lieutenant for the 78th Transport
Company in Germany.


