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Baptist Churches to Play
Fundraiser Softball Game

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will play the First Baptist
Church of South Plainfield in a ben-
efit softball game this Saturday, July
21, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Veterans Memorial Park in South
Plainfield.

All proceeds from the fundraiser
will go towards the “One Great Hour
of Sharing” program of the Ameri-
can Baptist Churches.

The event will begin with an 11
a.m. softball game open to all chil-
dren, followed by a bring-your-own
picnic lunch at noon.

The benefit softball game, begin-
ning at 1 p.m., will feature various
members of the two churches who
have raised money for their involve-
ment in the game from numerous
supporting sponsors.

Through the “One Great Hour of
Sharing” program, American Bap-
tist churches assist people victim-
ized by natural disasters, as well as
man-made ills such as war and do-
mestic violence.

Refugee assistance and eco-
nomic development projects con-
ducted through the program have
benefited people in more than 100
countries, according to the Rever-
end Dr. Darla Turlington, Senior
Minister at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield.

The public is invited to attend the
softball game. In addition, individu-
als are still being sought to sponsor
those planning to play in the game.

For more details, please email the
church at
1st.baptist.westfield@att.net or call
the church office at (908) 233-2278.

Stories From the Bible Make
For a Good Summer Read

By REV. JANE ROCKMAN

From the beginning, people have
worried about finding meaning in
life. Then and now, they have
struggled with families and jobs, with
economic trials and political reali-
ties. Then and now, people have tried
to understand God.

The Bible is a book of books,
literally a library comprised of many
different styles of writing by a host of
authors. It is surely a volume to be
studied seriously, but it is also one to
be enjoyed – even at the beach. Here,
then, is my suggested summer read-
ing list.

For a story about strife-torn love,
turn to Genesis and read about
Adam and Eve. There is hardly a
more exciting adventure than the
story of Israel’s deliverance at the

Red Sea, told in Exodus. For a
charismatic and courageous hero-
ine, try Esther, in the book of the
same name.

You can read about deep friend-
ship in Luke’s Gospel, in the story of
Jesus and his friends, Mary, Martha
and Lazarus. For stories about ex-
traordinary powers, read about Cre-
ation in Genesis or the story of Jesus’
Transfiguration in Matthew. For sheer
beauty, there is the Prologue to John’s
Gospel. And for the ultimate hero,
read about Jesus in The Gospels.

It’s summer. Why not curl up with
the Good Book?

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Rockman is the Rector

of All Saints’ Episcopal Church, lo-
cated at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.
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The Law Offices of
JON M. BRAMNICK
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JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

STEPHANIE ANN MITTERHOFF
Former New Jersey Supreme Court Law Clerk

Civil Appeals and Appellate Brief Writing

JOHN C. RODRIGUEZ
Workers Compensation

GARY J. GRABAS
Formerly of Purcell, Ries, Shannon, Mulcahy, & O’Neill

Former Middlesex and Morris County Assistant Prosecutor

Authors of the Automobile Litigation, UM and
UIM Chapters of the ICLE Practical Skills Series

Civil Trial Preparation Textbook 2001 Edition

Talksomecents 
toyourkids.

Banking / Just like it’s supposed to be.®

1-800-522-4100 ~ www.valleynationalbank.com

[ [Introducing Valley’s

Kids First 
Savings
ClubSM

Bring your kids and their piggy banks into a Valley branch and watch their

faces light up as they pour their coins into our VCoinWorksSM machine. They’ll see

nickels and dimes add up to dollars, and then they can use the money to open

a new Kids First Savings Club account. They’ll earn an incredible 4.00%

Annual Percentage Yield. And we’ll match up to the first $10 they deposit!

Kids without coins are welcome, too. Valley understands the importance of

saving, and that’s why we make it fun for kids to start early. 

Stop into a Valley branch* today.

*VCoinWorks are available at most Valley branches.  Call 1-800-522-4100 for the branch location closest to you. Valley will match up to the first $10 on initial deposit only. The Kids
First Savings Club account is available to children and teenagers under age 18.  After the age of 21 the interest rate reverts to the regular Passbook rate.  Minimum balance required
is $1.00. Rate accurate as of 4/17/01 and is subject to change without prior notice. Early withdrawal penalty if account is closed prior to 14 months. Certain restrictions may apply. 
© 2001 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. Member Federal Reserve System. 

BUILDERS OF FAITH AND HOMES…Some of the teenagers and adults from
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield who recently traveled to Birmingham,
Ala., to work for Habitat for Humanity are pictured in front of one of the homes
they helped to construct. The trip, sponsored by Youth With A Mission, enabled
the young people to demonstrate their faith by helping those less fortunate.

Presbyterian Youth
Build Homes in Ala.

To Help Those in Need
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Thirty-four tired
but joyful teenagers arrived home to
New Jersey on June 30, after spend-
ing a week helping those less fortu-
nate in Birmingham, Ala.

The teens, all members of the youth
group at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, and the 10 adult advisors
accompanying them were greeted at
Newark Airport by parents and other
well-wishers holding banners and
waving signs that said “Welcome
Back Presbyterian Youth – You’re
the Best.”

The group left for Birmingham on
June 23 on a trip sponsored by Youth
With A Mission (YWAM), which
arranged for the teens to work on
local Habitat for Humanity projects.

Painting, roofing and siding of
homes, as well as the clearing of a
warehouse, were some of the activi-
ties performed by the group.

YWAM is an all-volunteer, evan-
gelical Christian mission agency that
manages outreach mission trips for
youth and adults in the United States
and all over the world.

The agency arranged lodging for
the group in a local Methodist Church
and provided them with three meals
a day.

Altogether, the youth participants
and their adult advisors contributed
1,200 hours of community service to
Habitat for Humanity.

Speaking with The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, the young adults
who lent their time and talents to the
project expressed gratitude for hav-
ing had the opportunity to demon-
strate their Christian faith through
helping others.

This was the first mission trip for
Kirsten Kolb, 18, a senior at Westfield

High School. She called it a life-
changing experience.

Colin Maccubbin, 15, a sopho-
more at Westfield High School,
agreed with Kirsten, adding that al-
though the week involved a lot of
work, it was also a lot of fun.

For Krysta Kjelle, 15, of Edison, a
sophomore at John P. Stevens High
School in Edison, the best part of the
trip was getting to meet the future
owners of the homes the group was
building.

Jenn Testa of Scotch Plains, one of
the adults accompanying the youth,
observed, “The mission trip gave the
teens an opportunity to see that serv-
ing others is not for self-glorifica-
tion, but for the glory of God.”

The teenagers did manage to sneak
in a little recreation before heading
back to New Jersey. They visited the
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute,
as well as a water park, and also
took in a local minor league base-
ball game.

NEW INDUCTEE…At its regular weekly meeting, Pamela Shinn, center, was
inducted into the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club by Membership Chair-
man Dr. Richard Dobyns. Looking on is Past President Karin Dreixler. Ms.
Shinn is the Manager of Sovereign Bank in Scotch Plains. She has been in
banking for 25 years. A graduate of Stonier Graduate School of Banking at the
University of Delaware, she has lived in Central New Jersey for 18 years. Her
daughter, Sara, recently graduated from Roanoke College in Virginia. Ms.
Shinn has been an active member of the Sterling Elks Lodge and the Sterling
American Auxiliary and has served as secretary for both organizations. Her
primary interests include helping handicapped/disabled children and veterans.
She also enjoys outdoor activities and reading.

Sibling’s Suicide Inspires
Woman to Help Others

Eleanor Miller

SCOTCH PLAINS – Every time
Eleanor Marrow Miller picks up the
telephone to help a caller in crisis at
CONTACT We Care’s 24-hour crisis
hot line, she honors her brother’s
memory.

Mrs. Miller’s 44-year-old brother
committed suicide 14 years ago. He
was depressed and felt he had no-
where to turn for help. He left behind
family members filled with anger,
guilt and shame.

“I had a bad feeling about my
brother,” said the seasoned Roselle
guidance counselor and former
teacher who volunteers eight hours
per month for CONTACT’s hot line.
“I said to him, ‘You’re not thinking
of hurting yourself, are you?’ I have
since learned that’s not the way to
talk to someone who is suicidal,”
lamented Mrs. Miller. “I put him in
the position to deny it.”

The 56-year-old Scotch Plains
mother of three has been helping
callers in crisis for nearly two years
now. The highly trained counselor,
who is continually taking courses in
her field and who belongs to nearly a
dozen professional associations,
signed up for CONTACT’s Volun-
teer Training Program because, she
said, she gets her greatest satisfac-
tion from helping others.

“When you go through things like
this in life, it helps you learn how to
cope and help others,” she revealed.
“I guess I just want to feel I’ve left
the world a little better…made a
difference.”

“CONTACT’s training course was
a terrific refresher course for me,”
said Mrs. Miller, who holds a master’s
degree in Student Personnel Services
from Kean University and who is
working towards becoming a licensed
professional counselor. “I felt the
most important part of the training
was the emphasis on active listen-
ing.”

For more than 26 years, CON-
TACT We Care has been recruiting,
training and supervising adult vol-
unteers to offer the gift of listening to
callers who are lonely, depressed or
in crisis. Volunteers do not give ad-
vice, but help the caller to work
through their problem and find their
own answers. More than 100 volun-
teers currently staff the hot line.

“CONTACT has given me so much
more than I have given it,” remarked
Mrs. Miller, who was selected for
inclusion in “Who’s Who in Ameri-
can Teachers” for 2000.

“The people are wonderful and all
the volunteers are so committed,

positive and nice to be around,” she
said. “It is such a professionally run
organization and I have learned so
much from the ongoing advanced
trainings.”

Mrs. Miller noted that going into
the “phone room” at CONTACT is
like going to a retreat for her. “After
the craziness of running with three
kids and getting them where they
need to be, volunteering at CON-
TACT is so satisfying. I love helping
people sort things out. I’ve learned to
be calm when things happen.”

While she feels that her brother’s
suicide did change her life, she said
she “probably would have done this
kind of volunteer work anyway.”

“I’m made for it, I guess,” Mrs.
Miller said. “It’s like the feeling I get
when my students at school say ‘I
know you are not my counselor, but
can I talk to you?’ That feels great.
It’s the greatest thrill to be able to
help someone.”

For more information about vol-
unteering with the organization, or
to register for CONTACT’s Volun-
teer Training program beginning on
Friday, July 20, please call (908)
490-1480.

Mothers & More Presents
Donations to Area Groups

AREA — The Union County Chap-
ter of Mothers & More recently made
a donation to the Rose Garden Home,
a crisis pregnancy and intervention
center in Rahway.

Among the donated items were
clothing, bottles, baby equipment and
toys, all of which were either new or
gently-used.

In addition, Mothers & More
members were asked to bring a box
of pasta to a recent Welcome Tea.
As a result, four dozen boxes of
pasta were given to the Cranford
Family Care Association for distri-
bution.

The donations to the two commu-
nity organizations were part of Moth-
ers & More’s ongoing advocacy ef-
forts, according to Advocacy Chair-
woman Janice Sullivan, who col-
lected and delivered the items.

Anyone interested in more infor-
mation or in making a donation to
the Rose Garden Home may call
(732) 340-1474. Cranford Family
Care Association, a non-profit agency
assisting Cranford residents in times
of crisis, may be reached at (908)
276-3530.

Mothers & More is an interna-
tional, not-for-profit organization
supporting women who have altered
their career paths in order to care for
their children at home.

The Union County chapter offers a
variety of activities for mothers and
their children, including play groups,
evening discussions and guest speak-
ers. Meetings and activities will con-
tinue throughout the summer.

For additional information, please
call Jan at (732) 381-3199 or Mary at
(908) 272-8982.

What’s up Downtown?

~ sales & coupons!

http://westfieldnj.ataclick.com

Celebrating 5 years on the web!www.goleader.com

Good News
“And God shall wipe away all the tears

from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither

shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away.”

Revelation 21:4 The Gospel


